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Worship with us
Summer Worship Times
Saturdays at 5:30pm
Sundays at 9am
Through Labor Day Weekend
Outdoor Worship & Catered Breakfast
Sunday, August 14th at 9:00am
Nazareth Borough Park Pavilion
(more information and RSVP form follows)

Go to St. Johns Facebook page and YouTube channel for
our livestream at 5:30 pm every Saturday

A note from the Pastor - 1

A Message From Your Pastors
Friends in Christ,
Over the past few weeks in May we have had the honor of baptizing four children in worship! It is a
blessing and gift to us, to the families, and to our congregation. Each time we are reminded that we, as
parents, sponsors, pastors, and community, make commitments in our baptismal vocation:
To live among God’s faithful people, bring the baptized to the word of God and the
holy supper, teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the 10 Commandments,
place in their hands the holy scriptures, and nurture the baptized in faith and
prayer, so that the baptized may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word
and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.
(ELW Rite of Baptism)
As a community, we commit to support and pray for the newly baptized and their families as well as
what is listed above. This is the testimony of living faith and love among one another in community.
It’s commanded all over the place in scripture. In John 13:34 Jesus says, “I love you in order that you
have love for one another.” Deuteronomy 6:6-7 reads, “Make the things I’m commanding you today
part of who you are. Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you’re sitting together in
your home and when you’re walking together down the road. Make them the last thing you talk about
before you go to bed and the first thing you talk about the next morning.” This is living faith and love
among one another in community!
This summer, we (your pastors) have decided to take some intentional time of discovery as we discern,
listen, dream, and plan ways to live into these promises as a community. But we can’t do this alone
or in our own little bubble. We need you! Yes, you! You have an opinion. You have a dream. You
have a deep desire to learn, fellowship together, honor God through service, engage your family in
faith, and experience God in new ways.
Are you struggling to figure out how to get your children to engage in worship? Do you have a hard
time worshipping God while trying to keep your younger children in the pews? Do you not know how
to get your kids to desire to attend Sunday School? Well, let’s chat. There are tools that might be
helpful for you, let’s take a look.
Did you participate in adult education classes (Sunday School and/or weekly classes) in the past?
What did you enjoy about that time together? What are you hoping to be a part of in the future? Or if
you have never participated in adult education classes, tell us why not? What do you hope for? Let’s
chat. We plan to redesign adult education in the fall, so we definitely want to hear from you.
Do you have a desire to meet other people? Are you struggling to figure out how to serve God? Do you
feel like your schedule is already too full and there just isn’t one more thing you can do? Are you
looking to find a way to live out your passion in the world? Awesome! Let’s chat and see where God is
leading you and this church.
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A Message From Your Pastors (cont.)
We want to talk to you and discover together how the church can be a voice and place in your life and in
your family’s life of faith. Receive this as an invitation to be a voice in the dreaming, to share your thoughts,
hopes, dreams, needs, and desires. No, you are not going to be put on a committee or made to plan a
ministry (unless of course the Spirit moves you to!). No, you are not committing to attending everything
you dream up (unless of course you want to!). You are committing to having a conversation with one or
both of your pastors. Via text, phone call, email, or in person….whatever is comfortable for you.
We know that we, this community of faith, can not be everything to everyone. But we do know that we can
always listen, discern, and learn how to be the community of faith God calls us to be as we live among God’s
faithful people in love and hope.
We look forward to talking with you!
Blessings,
Pastor Jennifer & Pastor Scott
Contact information to reach out to the pastors for a conversation or coffee:
Pastor Scott – prhall@stjohnsnaz.org 610-759-3090 ext. 103 or 412-656-6436 (cell)
Pastor Jennifer – prjennhall@stjohnsnaz.org 610-759-3090 ext. 106 or 512-626-8238 (cell)

Pentecost Sunday
On June 4th & 5th, during the 9:00am worship, we will celebrate the Festival of Pentecost –
the day on which the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem in the form of
tongues of fire. The Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to preach the gospel with such
conviction that 3,000 people were converted to Christ that very day. And after Pentecost, the
Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to carry the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection
to the ends of the earth. Because of the significance of Pentecost, we invite you to WEAR
SOMETHING RED to worship on Pentecost to symbolize the love of the Holy Spirit and the
tongues of fire that appeared over the heads of the apostles on the first Pentecost.

Prayer Requests
Names of those needing prayers will be added to the Prayer Chain Committee List.
Would you like this name added to the list read during the prayers at church during the worship service?
_______Y _______N
Name of Person/s Needing Prayers: ______________________________________________________________
Special notes (optional): _______________________________________________________________________
Name of Person making this Request: ____________________________________________________________
Phone #:________________________________ Email Address: _______________________________________
Names will be kept on the prayer list/s for 4 weeks. If someone continues to need prayers beyond that, please
let the Church Office know or fill out a new form. The forms are located at the back of the Nave. Completed
forms can be placed in the Offering Plate or given to the Church Office.
Revised August 2019
Date: ________________________
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Grace Notes
We all have favorite things that we enjoy about the
summer months. It might be trips to the beach,
outside concerts, picnics and barbeques, the music
of the ice cream truck heard throughout the
neighborhood, time off from our usual routine, or
simply the warmth of the summer sun. Days are
longer and waking up to sunlight energizes us for the
day and pulls us to the outdoors.
For me, taking long walks along nature trails and
trips to the national parks are among my favorite
summertime activities. While it’s good physical
exercise, being outdoors in the midst of nature
makes us realize the vastness of our world. The
quiet flow of a stream, the awesome beauty of
mountain peaks, the energetic force of a waterfall,
the chirping of birds, the croaking sound of frogs, the
buzzing of insects, and the scurrying of animals
through the woods are all things to remind us that
we are just a tiny part of what God has created.
Throughout the Psalms, one can find references to
God’s wondrous handiwork. Psalm 148, which was
the appointed Psalm for a recent Sunday worship
service, speaks of “sea monsters, fire and hail, snow
and fog, tempestuous wind, mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars, wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds, and wild beasts and
cattle.” And in the fifth chapter of Revelation, all of
creation is invited into singing and rejoicing—“Then I
heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in
them, singing to the one seated on the throne.”
In 2020 Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of
the ELCA, produced a supplemental songbook to our
current ELW hymnal. After much brainstorming in
search of a title, it was finally named “All Creation
Sings.” Reflecting not only on scripture, the title also
indicates the connection and unity that we all share
with one another, as well as with the creative world
around us.

It seemed strange that the supplement was
published during the peak of the pandemic when
singing in worship was restricted. However, the
topics that are included emphasize much of our
current world situation with concerns for creation
and the environment, healing in time of pain and
illness, and lament in time of crisis and conflict.
Included are two hundred songs, many that were
composed within the last fifteen years, two new
musical settings of the communion liturgy, and
various prayers and litanies for worship. Since all of
the songs, prayers and liturgies found in “All
Creation Sings” are downloadable, St. John’s will
not be purchasing the supplement for placement in
the pews. Instead, songs and liturgies will be
printed directly into our worship bulletins.
In the coming year, we look forward to introducing
and singing many of the new songs in “All Creation
Sings.”In the meantime, I hope your summer
months are a time for renewal and relaxation and
an opportunity to be outdoors, enjoying the
wonderful sights and sounds of God’s awesome
creation! Have a great summer, and see you in
church!
Grace and peace,
Rev. Janice Butz, Minister of Music
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms
We rejoice with those who have been welcomed
into the body of Christ through of Holy Baptism:

Weddings

Melissa Jean Black & David Jeffry Wetherell
April 23, 2022

RYAN HUNTER TRIPP
Son of Steven & Ashley (Oswald) Tripp
Born: July 28, 2021
Baptized: May 8, 2022
TEAGAN JACK CARR
Son of Jacob & Brittany (Corn) Carr
Born: October 30, 2021
Baptized: May 15, 2022
LIAM JOHN DORIETY
Son of Robert & Laura (Wood) Doriety
Born: October 20, 2021
Baptized: May 15, 2022
NORAH RILEY SPRINGER
Daughter of Zachary & Paige (Garrett) Springer
Born: February 12, 2020
Baptized: May 22, 2022

With Sympathy

Our heartfelt Christian sympathy goes out to
the families and friends of the following
members and friends of St. John’s who passed
into eternal life:
MILAN L. BILLY
March 10, 2022
BARRY L. RISSMILLER
April 13, 2022
SHERWOOD H. ASHENFALDER
May 7, 2022
PETE E. SEVI
May 11, 2022
CATHERINE SOLDERITCH
MAY 13, 2022

Memorial Gifts
MILAN L. BILLY
Marion Stout
BETTY + RICK LAUBACH
Sherri Laubach
PETE E. SEVI
Carl + Terry Buck
Craig Dally
Robert Keller
Wayne & Norma Lopresti
Linda Michael
Gary + Cynthia Olenwine
Roy + Gloria Roth
Gloria Williams
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Pastoral Acts

Congratulations
Congratulations to our 2022 Confirmands:
Emma Rose Bonomo
Catherine Marie Deaner
Autumn Dominique Dooley
Olyvia Lynn Hall
Timothy Ryan Marshall
Ronan Michael McColgan
Elizabeth Catherine McColgan
Shea Madison McGlynn
Henry Albert Newton
Madeline Alicia Shook
Abigail Elizabeth Woods
Confirmation takes place during worship on Sunday, June 5th

Average Church Attendance
in person

138

March

94

Midweek Lenten Services
Maundy Thursday

online

208

178
147

108

Good Friday

226
357

241

April
0

100

200

316
300

400
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You're Invited

Dara/Beedle Wedding
Isabelle Dara and Maximilian Beedle will be
joined together in Holy Matrimony at St.
John's on Saturday, June 4th at 2:30pm. They
would graciously like to extend a warm
welcome to anyone in the congregation who
wishes to attend this joyous occasion.
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St. John's Family Festival
It’s right around the corner!
Sunday, June 12th at 10:00am (following 9am worship)
Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
Entertainment and festival games to follow
We will honor the 22 families that joined St. John’s and the 35 people who were baptized
during the first two years of the pandemic. We will have breakfast, fellowship with old and
new friends, and be entertained by Puppeteer Pastor Scott and his groupies.
This is an event for all ages! Plan to come to church and stay for some festival fellowship as
we meet one another anew. Don’t forget to let us know how many people in your family will
be attending so we can have enough food for everyone. Please RSVP to the church office by
June 1st . See the form below. We hope to see you there.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Yes, we plan to attend the Festival!
Family Name __________________________________________
# of people attending ______________

NEPA Synod Assembly
Thank you to Ben Miller, Bonnie & Jim Jablonski, and Pastor Jennifer & Scott Hall for
representing St. John’s at the Synod Assembly on June 10-11. This is a virtual assembly so
you can access worship and other sessions via the synod’s website
(https://nepasynod.org/assembly/).

Thank You
To everyone that said yes to leading and sharing their time and gifts to make my Installation
possible. I am beyond blessed by the people who spoke, the four that shared the sermon, the
media team that worked overtime to figure out pictures on the screen and online, ALL of the
choir leadership, the work of the Von Bora crew, and the many behind the scenes functions
from staff and others that made this night possible. Thank you to those that were able to
attend in person or online to share in these moments of celebration and joy together. It was a
lovely celebration to honor God’s call upon St. John’s. I can’t wait to see where the Spirit
takes us.

Pastor Jennifer
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2022 Graduates
Anthony Albanese will be graduating from Nazareth Area High School on June 3rd, 2022. He will be heading out to
the Linemen Institute of the North East in Kingston NY on January 2, 2023.
Ashley Faith Breault will be a graduate from Nazareth Area High School and the Career Institute of Technology. She
was involved in SkillsUSA District 11, and received 1st place in Automotive Maintenance and Light Repair. She plans
to attend Automotive Training Center for High Performance and she would like to eventually own her own
performance shop.
Ellie Deaner will be graduating from Nazareth High School on June 3rd, 2022. Her accomplishments include:
National Honor Society, High Honor Roll for 8 semesters, US Equestrian Federation Scholar Athlete for 4 years. She
was also selected as a speaker for Baccalaureate as an example of Volunteerism. She will attend Berry Collage in
Rome, GA to study Environmental Science.
Regina Di Renzo is graduating from The Pennsylvania State University on May 8th, 2022. She will have a Bachelor’s
degree in Nutritional Sciences. She is continuing her education at Cedar Crest College to become a Registered
Dietician.
Kaelan Ellis will be graduating from Nazareth Area High School on June 3rd, 2022. She is a member of the National
Honor Society. She plans to attend University of Scranton in the fall for a BS in Communication Sciences and
Disorders, followed by an MS in Speech Language Pathology.
Alexa Kate Fegley will be graduating with a 4.0 gpa from Moravian Academy in Bethlehem, PA on June 4th, 2022.
She was a three time District XI Diving champion, earned a silver medal in the PIAA State Championship her junior
year, and a 5th place state medal in 2022. She will be attending Villanova University, majoring in Nursing, with
hopes of becoming a neonatal nurse practitioner.
Mia Gregus is a graduating senior of PA Reach Cyber Academy and plans to continue her studies at Northampton
Community College. She has earned her black belt in Okinawan Shorin Ryu and danced competitively for 3 years.
She is presently employed as a secretary at Beck’s Land and Sea House. She has a big heart and would love to
rescue all the stray cats in the world.
Caroline Nicole Hunter is graduating from Nazareth Area High School on June 3rd, 2022, where she will graduate
with the following awards and honors: Nazareth Area Blue Eagle Marching Band Drum Major, Cavalcade of Bands
Yankee Open Division Band Champions, All-State Chorus, Alto I, Arion Award for Outstanding Musical Achievement,
and National Honor Society. Caroline will be attending the University of Washington in Seattle, WA to study
Environmental Science.
Kevin Kelly will be graduating from Nazareth Area High School on June 3rd, 2022. He will be attending Penn state
University at University Park with plans to study Finance.
Aaron Leopold will be graduating from Nazareth Area High School on June 3rd, 2022 as an honor’s graduate and in
the top 10% of his class. He will be attending Lebanon Valley College in the Fall for Actuarial Science.
Madelyn Rex will be graduating from Northampton Area High School on June 3rd, 2022. She will be attending
Wilkes University for Secondary Education/English.
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2022 Graduates (cont.)
Emma Ricci will be graduating from Nazareth Area High School on June 3rd, 2022. She was a member of PAWS and
Key Club, and played tennis and track and field. She plans on attending West Chester University majoring in
Economics and Finance.
Rachael Schaffer will be graduating from Nazareth Area High School on June 3rd, 2022 on High Honor Roll. She will
be attending Bloomsburg University in the fall majoring in Theatre Arts Integrated Studies.
Mackenzie Shoup will be graduating from Nazareth Area High School on June 3rd, 2022. She will be attending West
Chester University in the fall, majoring in Psychology.

Youth News
There are many fun opportunities coming up for youth this summer! We will be playing mini
golf, laser tag, going to Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom, writing letters to our
homebound parishioners, and much more. We will also be meeting every Wednesday for
Summer SHYG. To see all that’s coming up, visit https://bit.ly/3NbleqE. The summer
schedule is still being finalized, so keep checking back! We hope to see you at some (or all!)
of these events!

Did you know?
That the Daycare partnered with the church (Property Committee) to freshen up the paint in
rooms downstairs as well as replace the floor in the big classroom (also used by Love-A-Lot
Nursery). The Daycare is purchasing a new shed for both the church and daycare to use. It
will replace the old shed behind the parsonage garage. Thank you church and Daycare for
these partnerships in ministry.

WELCA Potluck
Join us on Saturday, June 18th at 12:00pm for food and fun. Our "picnic" will be held in
Fellowship Hall, so rain and bugs will not be an issue.
Please bring a dish to share. Beverages will be provided. Also, bring a wrapped "white
elephant" item to be used in a game. This should be an inexpensive item that you no longer
want or need - please bring it wrapped.
All women of the church are invited. Bring a friend.
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Vacation Bible School
Monday, June 20th – Friday, June 24th
9:00 am – 12 Noon
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Nazareth
Ages 4 (by June 20) through 5th grade
Helpers 6th grade and up are encouraged!

Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness! At Monumental VBS, kids explore the vastness of God's
power and the depth of his love for each of them. You can expect a week full of faith discoveries,
memorable music, and epic adventures that help kids encounter God's power and love. Kids
participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games,
devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to
remind them of God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all
summer long. Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them through something
called God Sightings.
Registration Info.: Please register by June 12th. Please register as soon as possible to help with
planning. Day-of registration is available, but supplies will be on a first-come, first served basis. We
want all students to have full supplies, so we appreciate your advanced registration.
Child's name:_______________________________________ Child's
gender:__________________________________
Child's age:_______________ Date of birth:_______________ Last school grade
completed:______________________
Name of
parent(s):_____________________________________________________________________________
_____
City:________________________________________ State:___________________________
ZIP:__________________
Phone: _______________________________ Parent/Caregiver Cell
Phone____________________________________
Email address:_________________________________________ Home
church:________________________________
________ Please check here if your child is NOT to be included in any photos/videos from VBS (photos
may be used on St. John's website and other social media platforms).
Allergies or other medical
conditions:___________________________________________________________________
In case of emergency,
contact_________________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________ Relationship to
child:________________________________________
Who besides me can pick up my
child:___________________________________________________________________
Optional: of possible, please group my child
with__________________________________________________________
WE NEED YOUR HELP: Yes, I am willing to volunteer!!________ I am unable to volunteer________
I am willing to donate supplies, please contact me!! Yes________ No ________
Best way to reach me (circle one): Email
Call
Text
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St. John's Choir Night at the Iron Pigs

St. John’s choir members and their families invite you to join them for the Iron Pigs game
on Wednesday, June 15, with a 7:05 game time. For those wishing, you may also
participate with our choir members in singing the National Anthem at the start of the
game. Seating will be in the Berks Foods Picnic Patio Section. Tickets are $28.00 per person
and include food and drink.
If you are interested in joining us, please make payment to “St. John’s Chancel Choir” and
drop off checks at the church office.
For further questions, please contact Janice Butz, 610-759-3090, x-105 or Scott Shoup at
484-867-5024.
SIGN-UP FOR NIGHT AT THE IRON PIGS GAME
Please return to the church office by Monday, June 13, along with payment.
Name ___________________________________________________
# of persons ______________ Payment ________________________
Willing to sing the National Anthem with the choir Yes_____ No_____
Email address _____________________________________________
Phone # __________________________________________________

Kayak Trip
SUNDAY, JULY 24th 1:00pm
Please join us for exercise and fellowship at Lake Nockamixon for kayaking! We always have a
great time!
Pack a lunch and bring a chair, we will eat before we kayak. Come earlier if you want. We will
meet at the Tohickon Boat Launch at Lake Nockamixon (about 45 min. away and found on
Google Maps).
Need a kayak? We have a few to share. Please contact Terri Herbster 610-751-2286 if you need
one and you are interested in giving it a try.
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St. John's Summer Concerts
Two wonderful musical events will be taking place in our nave this summer.
Mark your calendars now, and plan to join us!

THE JERUSALEM SINGERS
Sunday, July 31, 7:30 p.m.
Over the past decade, the Jerusalem Singers have many times come to share their beautiful voices
during a summer worship service. Since the pandemic, the choral ensemble has not been able to
travel to churches in the Lehigh Valley as is their usual custom. As an alternative, this summer they
will be presenting two concerts, one of which will be in our nave. Organized in 1996 as a non-profit,
volunteer choral organization, they perform both traditional and contemporary classical music with
Christian texts. The Jerusalem Singers are directed by Pete Deshler, music teacher and choral
director at Easton Area High School. In addition to offering their musical gifts, they are also
dedicated to public service and seek to raise funds for a worthy cause. A freewill offering will be
taken at the concert to support the Gift of Music, a program that reconditions old musical
instruments and donates them to area music programs, providing instruments for students unable
to afford them.

NAZARETH COMMUNITY BAND & ORGAN CONCERT
Sunday, August 28, 3:00 p.m.
In May of 2020, a concert for band and organ was to take place to celebrate the refurbishment of our
St. John’s pipe organ. Unfortunately, the pandemic arrived and the concert had to be postponed.
But we are happy to announce that it will be presented in August as the finale of the Nazareth
Community Band’s summer season. The concert will highlight music for band and organ, with Ralph
Brodt III conducting and Janice Butz performing on the organ. Included on the program are works
based on well-known hymn tunes, as well as music from the Broadway show Phantom of the Opera.
It’s bound to be a wonderful afternoon of music, so invite your neighbors and friends to join us!

Summer "Time To Sing"
Once again, the congregation will be given the opportunity to sing their favorite hymns
during our summer Sunday worship services beginning on June 19. If you wish to make a
hymn suggestion for our summer “Time to Sing,” please fill out a favorite hymn card that
can be found at the rear of the nave. All hymn choices must be included in our current
Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal and the hymn # must be indicated on the card.
Completed cards should then be placed in the “Favorite Hymn Organ.” Hymn
suggestions can be deposited at any time, and you may submit more than one hymn
choice. Each Sunday a card will be randomly selected and then sung during our worship
service. We look forward to your participation!
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Mad Camp Registration
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Outdoor Worship & Catered Breakfast
Sunday, August 14th at 9:00am
Nazareth Borough Park Pavilion
It's always such a wonderful experience hearing God's word surrounded by the trees
and trickling stream, worshiping in the natural church God created.
An area of the park has been reserved. All are welcome to attend. There will be a
catered breakfast following the service. A cash freewill offering is appreciated.
For those requiring assistance, special needs will be provided for parking, walkers,
seating for worship, easy seating for meal and table service. Please bring your own lawn
chair for the church service if you are able.
RSVP by Monday, August 1st
to the church office at office @stjohnsnaz.org or by mailing in this form to
200 S Broad Street, Nazareth, PA 18064
-----------------------------------------------------------------I/We will attend St. John's Outdoor Worship & Breakfast:
Name:
# Adults (age 11 and up)
# Children (age 6-10)
# Children (age 0-5)

SAVE THE DATE!!
Blessing of the Backpacks—August 27, 28
Students need all the prayers they can get. During the services on August 27 and 28, we will be
blessing the students and their backpacks as we send them off to school for another year.
Bring your backpacks (or whatever you carry your books in) and school supplies with you to
church Saturday or Sunday! You can even bring your lunchbox too.
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Love-A-Lot Nursery School

Rally Day
St. John’s Sunday School Rally Day 2022 will be held in Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
September 11th beginning @ 9:15 AM. All ages are welcome to attend. Sunday school
has ages 2-3 (Nursery), ages 4-5 (Pre-K/K), grades 1-12, and Adult classes. Children will be
directed to their new classes. Come to Sunday school (9:15-10:15 AM) throughout the
year and experience God’s all-encompassing love
through the great stories in the Bible.
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Homebound Birthdays
Let's spread some joy to our homebound friends
who are celebrating birthdays in the coming months

June 4th

July 22nd

August 24th

Frank Kern
Alexandria Manor
Room 208
7 S. New Street
Nazareth, PA 18064

Al Kimpel
Gracedale NE1
Room 3, Bed 2
2 Gracedale Ave.
Nazareth, PA 18064

Dorothy Duby
436 Crosshill Road
Nazareth, PA 18064

August 24th

August 30th

Nancy Shankweiler
162 S. New Street
Nazareth, PA 18064

Dona Marie Morrison
Garden of Easton
Memory Care
500 Washington Street
Easton, PA 18042

June/July/August Food Bank Donations
The Nazareth Area Food Bank begins taking food donations throughout the summer.
JUNE 25-26: pasta, cereal, mac & cheese, soup, baked beans
JULY 23-24: school supplies (3-ring binders, folders, paper, pens, pencils)
AUGUST 27-28: pasta, cereal, cake mixes, soup peanut butter
Donations can be dropped off in the Fellowship Hall. Checks should be made payable to
the Nazareth Area Food Bank and mailed to PO Box 18, Nazareth, PA 18064.

Special Offering
Each month in your offering envelopes, you will find a “Special Projects” envelope. These
particular gifts are designated each month to benefit those in need or to support a need within our
church.
Scan the QR code
JUNE: Summer Lunch Program
JULY: Global Mission Support
AUGUST: Media Ministry

to donate virtually
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Church Council Minutes Highlights
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MINUTES
Feb. 23, 2022
7:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Rita Bergstrom, Rev. Janice Butz, Karen Furler, Christine Garrison, Rev. Jennifer Hall, Rev. Scott Hall,
Bonnie Jablonski, Rich Johnson, Patrice Kidd, Barry Miller, Ben Miller, Gail Price, Michele Seaton, Jaime Taylor,
Joyce Wallace, Pete Zimmer.
ABSENT: Christina Brodt, Joyce Knecht
DEVOTIONS: Rich Johnson led with a prayer.
MINUTES: There was a correction to the January minutes under new business: In-person worship. Two people
were not in favor of in-person worship was corrected to two opposed the motion. The Minutes of the Jan. 26,
2022 meeting were reviewed and approved as amended. Motion by: Christine Garrison – 2nd : Rita Bergstrom Motion passed.
COMMUNICATIONS: Gail Price thanked the Council members for covering for her during her trip to North
Carolina with the passing of her father-in-law, Ron Price.
PASTOR SCOTT HALL’S REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. Jan. 29-30, 2022 – Pastor Jennifer Hall was called as the St. John’s Pastor of Discipleship. I will now serve as
your Pastor of Stewardship.
2. Feb. 13 – The children sang & played instruments, and Pastor Jennifer had a children’s sermon. We are slowly
coming back from the pandemic.
3. The Nazareth Ministerium is meeting once again. We are inviting guests such as the Mayor and the
Superintendent of School to come and meet with us.
PASTOR JENNIFER HALL’S REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. Lenten Series – Good Enough was introduced. Books will be available for free to the congregation and small
group
discussions will be March 9 th - April 6 th after the Noon worship and at 6:30 p.m.
2. FAITH5 process – Jaime discussed as this will be the Wednesday discussion format.
3. May 7 – Installation of Pastor Jennifer Hall will be at the 5:30 service.
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. Feb. 1 – I met with the pastors to make plans for the Youth Services for Feb. 19 & 20.
2. Feb. 3 – Planning for the Lenten season took place by the staff with discussions on the devotional book Good
Enough.
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT: Jaime Taylor: Reported
1. Jan. 23 - We held a Family Movie Day at the church in the Fellowship Hall. We watched Encanto.
2. I helped with the technological side of the vote to call Rev. Jennifer Hall as Pastor of Discipleship.
3. Feb. 11-13 – I attended the ELCA Youth Ministry Network’s Extravaganza Conference.
4. Feb. 19 - 20 – Youth Services went well. Very well done!
5. 2022 Gathering Cancelled. 2024 – ELCA Youth Gathering - Location TBD
COMMITTEE REPORTS
DAY CARE: Rita Bergstrom reported:
1. Enrollment is at 138.
2. Rita Bergstrom reported that all employees are being given a $2.00 per hour increase effective Feb. 7, 2022.
3. Property has approved a shed from Green Acres. To be installed by late Spring.
EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: Christine Garrison reported:
1. Outreach to New Members – Ongoing discussions continue about sending cards to new members, shut-ins
and sick members. We need to re-visit the new member packets.
2. March 23 – Elsie Frey will be 102 years old. Card Shower is being planned.
3. Thank you notes – Received from Gracedale, WCS – Blanket Sunday donations, Nazareth Food Bank.
LOVE-A-LOT: Ben Miller reported:
1. We are keeping the mask mandate in place for our school until the number of COVID cases drop.
2. We are receiving phone calls & registrations for next school year.
3. We recycled over 200 milk jugs to build an igloo for our kids. Great learning experience for teachers and
children.
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Church Council Minutes Highlights
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Michele Seaton reported:
1. “Happy Birthday” Jesus party – Went well.
2. Homemade valentines were mailed to shut-ins/homebound.
3. Easter cards will be made for our homebound members.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Contact Tracing – Pastor Scott Hall & Pastor Jennifer Hall discussed. Motion by: Ben Miller to stop contact
tracing for worship services beginning on March 5th & March 6th . 2nd – Rich Johnson. Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. April 17, 2022 – Easter Sunday Schedule – Pastor Scott Hall discussed. No additional services are planned.
2. Easing of Mitigation Efforts – Pastor Scott Hall discussed. Once the metrics fall below medium he will
announce to the congregation that the mitigation efforts will ease. CDC is updating the mask mandate. Motion
by: Rich Johnson on easing of the mitigation efforts acceptance as written. 2nd – Michele Seaton. Motion
passed.
Building Use Requests:
1. May 20 – NE Penn Synod - ELCA. Boundary Training in Fellowship Hall. Motion by: Ben Miller to approve
Building Use Requests. 2nd – Christine Garrison. Motion passed.
Council President Gail Price declared the meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Meeting = Tues. March 22, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Next Devotions = Bonnie Jablonski
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Wallace
Recording Secretary

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MINUTES
March 22, 2022
7:00 p.m.
PRESENT: Rita Bergstrom, Christina Brodt, Rev. Janice Butz, Karen Furler, Christine Garrison, Rev. Jennifer Hall,
Rev. Scott Hall, Bonnie Jablonski, Rich Johnson, Patrice Kidd, Joyce Knecht, Barry Miller, Ben Miller, Gail Price,
Michele Seaton, Jaime Taylor, Joyce Wallace, Pete Zimmer.
DEVOTIONS: Bonnie Jablonski led with a prayer.
MINUTES: The Minutes of the Feb. 23, 2022 and the March 2, 2022 meeting were reviewed and approved as
amended.
Motion by: Christine Garrison – 2nd : Barry Miller - Motion passed.
COMMUNICATIONS: Thank you from Joyce Knecht.
PASTOR SCOTT HALL’S REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. The Arts Festival is wonderful! I love the Shepherd’s Room as an Art Gallery and all the events. Janice Butz
and her committee are to be commended for all their work in bringing this festival once again to the Nazareth
community.
2. June 5 – Council Retreat to spend several hours reviewing and discussing the book, Growing Young.
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PASTOR JENNIFER HALL’S REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. Thank you to the Endowment Committee for the purchase of 175 Good Enough books.
2. Thank you to the Endowment Committee for purchasing 20 new NRSV Bibles, some of them in larger print.
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. March 2022 = Faith Through the Arts – Theme is “Signs and Wonders”. Special events have been scheduled.
Special thanks to Dean Brodt, Bruce Knecht and Bob Lichner for their assistance.
2. The adult choir has been rehearsing as Holy Week and Easter are approaching.
3. Patrice Kidd - Philethia Choir has resumed back in the choir loft.
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT: Jaime Taylor: Complete as written, including:
1. Allana Miller met with me to discuss re-doing the Youth Room for her Silver Award through Girl Scouts.
2. March 27 – The Youth and the Evangelism/Social Ministry committee will be making blankets for St. Luke’s
Hospice.
3. April 22-24 – Confirmation Retreat at Tuscarora Inn & Conference Center in Mount Bethel.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Karen Furler & Pastor Scott reported:
1. Pastor Hall discussed the Expense Report. All is going well.
DAY CARE: Rita Bergstrom reported:
2. Enrollment is at 135.
3. School-Age Room – New plank flooring is done. Amato Painting will be painting the Day Care rooms.
4. Tuition increase will be 3% across the board.
5. CDC guidelines are being followed with masks optional for children and staff.
ENDOWMENT: Karen Furler and Pastor Scott reported:
1. Sean Duffy discussed the writing of an Investment Policy Statement and some suggestions will be discussed
in March or April.
EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: Christine Garrison reported:
1. April 10 – Palm Sunday – Donkey Walk – Will provide donut holes in cupcake holders.
2. Future Events – Funday Thursday, Tables for 8, and Fellowship Hour. Hope to start these events in the next
few months.
3. Pastor Jennifer talked about having a Welcoming /Fellowship reception to recognize new members.
HELPING HANDS: Gail Price reported: No Meeting
1. March 13-19, 2022 – Went to Sulphur, LA and worked on a house.
2. May 14 – Spring Bike Ride
3. July 16 or July 23 – Kayak Trip being planned.
HISTORY/ARCHIVES: Ben Miller: No Report
1. Recently received pictures and news articles.
2. History page for the website is nearly done.
LOVE-A-LOT: Christina Brodt reported:
1. Feb. 28 – New CDC guidelines – We went to a mask optional status.
2. We are running the 5-day PreK program for next school year.
3. We had students from Nazareth Area High School coming in every Wednesday to observe our classroom.
PERSONNEL: Gail Price reported:
1. Arielle Marcum resigned as the Communications Coordinator.
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PROPERTY: Rich Johnson & Barry Miller reported:
1. Window replacement in parsonage and rental properties on schedule.
2. Day Care Shed - submitted proposals for two styles of shed from Green Acres.
3. Bell Tower and other tower – Maintenance of the interior brickwork is needed.
4. Nazareth Borough performed an apartment inspection.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Michele Seaton reported:
1. April 10 – Palm Sunday Procession with Donkey.
2. May 15, 2022 – Bear Creek - A rep will be doing a presentation during the Sunday School hour.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Council Appreciation Luncheon – Joyce Knecht to Chair.
2. House Cleaning Plan – Ben Miller will give dates to Council
3. Yoga Classes - Melissa Hahn – Gail Price will discuss with Pastor Scott.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Synod delegates from St. John’s = Bonnie Jablonski and Ben Miller. May 22 – Mission District (Pre-Assembly)
June 10-11 – Synod Assembly online in Fellowship Hall.
2. May 7 – Installation of Pastor Jennifer Hall will be at the 5:30 service.
3. June 5 – Growing Young Council Workshop with Pastor Scott & Pastor Jennifer.
4. Dean Brodt would like all committees to turn off lights and shut doors by the water fountain after your
meeting.
5. Michele Seaton commented that the ushers ran out of bulletins at recent worship services.
FUTURE CONCERNS: Pastor Hall reported:
1. Day Care Grant – Possible elevator/lobby project – On Hold.
2. Aug. 14 - Outdoor Worship at Nazareth Borough Park – Gail Price and Ben Miller - Chairpersons
Building Use Requests:
1. May 15 – Brittney Carr Baptism Reception in Fellowship Hall.
2. May 28 or May 29 – Music Makers Spring Concert Motion by: Ben Miller to approve both Building Use
Requests.
2nd – Michele Seaton. Motion passed.
Council President Gail Price declared the meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Meeting = Wed. April 27, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.
Next Devotions = Rita Bergstrom
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Wallace
Recording Secretary

Church Office Hours
The Church Office hours for the summer are:
Monday thru Thursday: 8:00am - 3:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 1:00pm
The Church Office will be closed on July 4th in Observance
of Independence Day
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St. John's Staff
Contact Us
200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth PA
Church Office: 610-759-3090 (See Church Extensions Below)
Fax: 610-759-3719 Email: Office@stjohnsnaz.org Website: www.stjohnsnaz.org
Church Staff

Email Address

Telephone

Pastor of Stewardship:
Rev. Scott A. Hall

prhall@stjohnsnaz.org

412-656-6436

103

Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Jennifer Hall
Minister of Music:
Rev. Janice I. Butz

prjennhall@stjohnsnaz.org

512-626-8238

106

jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

105

jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

107

pakidd58@gmail.com

610-349-0506

104

office@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

100

finance@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

102

commcoordinator@stjohnsnaz.org 610-810-6600

101

484-515-8016

N/A

LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com 484-293-0720

N/A

Director of Youth & Family
Ministries: Jaime L. Taylor
Assist. Organist/Choir Director:
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd
Parish Administrative Assistant:
Linda Kasmakites
Parish Financial Secretary:
Bonnie Mertz
Communications Coordinator:
Laurie Storlie
Property Manager: Dean Brodt
Sextons: Tony Petrillo, Bruce Knecht
Love-A-Lot Director:
Andrea Miller
St. John's Day Care Director:
Carly Fantauzzi-Quinones

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

nazareth.stjohns@gmail.com

610-759-4999

Extension

N/A

If you have family members or loved ones that are in the hospital, please let the
church office know. You can call us at:
610-759-3090 or email office@stjohnsnaz.org.
The deadline for all submissions for the September/October issue of The Messenger is
Tuesday, August 9th. Please email your article or announcements as a word document
attached to commcoordinator@stjohnsnaz.org & office@stjohnsnaz.org. Thank you.
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