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Inclement Weather Policy
· During the week, the Church Office will follow the Nazareth Area School District (NASD) for delays and closings
in case of inclement weather.
· If the NASD closes for the day, the Church Office will be closed and all afternoon/evening activities for children
and youth will be cancelled. Evening committee meetings will be at the discretion of the chairperson. When in
doubt, please contact your chairperson before venturing out.
· If the NASD has a 2-hour delay, the Church Office will open at 10:00 AM and the afternoon/evening activities will
be held as scheduled unless you are otherwise notified. When in doubt, please contact your chairperson before
venturing out.
· In regard to weekend worship services, check St. John's website, our Facebook page, or WFMZ (Channel 69 or
wfmz.com) for closing information when there is inclement weather.
· Please always use your best judgment when deciding whether or not to join us if we are open; your safety is our
utmost concern.
Note: If there is NO school, there is NO: Nazareth Community Band Rehearsal or Noon Bible Study

Ash Wednesday
From ancient times, ashes have been used as a symbol of mourning, penitence, and grief.
Christians have a tradition of using ashes made from the palm branches used on the previous Palm
Sunday to make the sign of the cross on a believer's forehead as part of the Ash Wednesday
service. The ashes symbolize the Christian's intent to repent of sins, to accept purification from the
Lord, and to make a public witness of one's faith in Christ as Lord and Savior. Join us Ash
Wednesday, March 2nd at 12:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. in the nave, or the live stream at 7:30pm for
a service of Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes.

A Message from Pastor Hall
6 If you put these instructions before the brothers and sisters, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus,
nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound teaching that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do
with profane myths and old wives’ tales. Train yourself in godliness, 8 for, while physical training is of some
value, godliness is valuable in every way, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 9 The
saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. 10 For to this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope
set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. (1 Timothy 4:6-10 NRSV)
Most subjects in school came easily for me. I found that I could understand and apply the material being
taught with relative ease, but math did not come easily for me. In subjects other than math I could slide by
only doing the minimum amount of studying and assigned homework. In math, however, I really needed to do
all the homework to master the skills being taught. I needed to do the homework. This doesn’t mean that I did
the homework. So, my grades in math suffered compared to the other subjects. I remember my college
Calculus professor giving me a “B” because he liked that I at least tried Calculus. For me doing math took
training and that meant I should have done all the homework and more.
In the passage above, Paul writes to Timothy that he should train himself in godliness—that is being like God
is. He writes that physical training is of some value. (Sports were very important in the ancient world too.)
Godliness is valuable in every way for this life and the life to come. I think the best way that we can understand
what being godly means is to look to Jesus. Jesus is forgiving and quick to show mercy. Jesus ate with
everybody—from tax collectors and sinners to those who outright opposed what he was about. Jesus healed
and fed people. He told stories to help others understand who God is. He followed God’s will to the very end
even when it looked like he was losing everything.
Jesus took forty days in the wilderness to train at being godly. He was tempted by Satan to be ungodly—bow
down to Satan, grab power on earth, and use his godly power for selfish gain. Jesus persevered and emerged
from the wilderness ready to begin his ministry.
Our season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 2. In the early church, the season was used by
catechumens to begin their final instruction before being baptized. Today it seems if we give up chocolate
that should be enough. How about this year, we commit to train in godliness? We may need to set aside other
places that work very hard at training us away from godliness such as 24-hour news programs, social media
information silos, and advertising that makes us feel “less than.”
We will need to take up the catechesis (teaching) of the church. The church is where your training in godliness
should come from. Read your Bibles. Attend (in person or online) weekend and midweek Lenten services. Get
involved in service through the church or the community. Take on a time of intentional, daily prayer. It’s my
prayer that you will become more like Jesus: loving, forgiving, serving, and willing to be in community with
anybody—even those [insert name of group that gets under your skin here]!
Don’t just give up something for Lent. Don’t even wait for Lent. Take on training in godliness. Do the
homework.
Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Scott
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Worship with us
Christ’s light shines in our darkness. God’s love conquers hate. Spirit-given faith is stronger than fear.
We come seeking you, Lord, please guide our paths. “And what does the Lord require of you, but to do
justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). May it be so. Amen.

Worship Times
Saturday at 5:30 pm
Sunday at 8 am & 10:30 am
Wednesdays at Noon & 7:30pm
during Lent (March 2- April 6)
Go to https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/faith/ for
our livestream at 5:30 pm every Saturday

February 5th & 6th
February 12th & 13th
February 19th & 20th
February 26th & 27th
March 2nd
March 5th & 6th
March 12th & 13th
March 19th & 20th
March 26th & 27th

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Ash Wednesday Noon and 7:30 PM
First Sunday in Lent
Second Sunday in Lent
Third Sunday in Lent
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Masking Is Strongly Encouraged

There remains a substantial community spread of the Covid-19 virus. We are strongly encouraging all
worshippers to wear a mask during worship. This will remain in place until community spread of the virus
returns to medium risk or when children are eligible to receive the vaccination. You can find information about
community spread of the virus at www.covidactnow.org.Thank you for your patience.

Transfiguration Sunday - Farewell to Alleluia
February 26th & 27th marks the final weekend before the Lenten season
begins, when we celebrate Christ’s transfiguration on the mountaintop,
and bid farewell to “alleluia” until Resurrection Day. It is hoped that the
majesty and glory of that day’s worship will be remembered as a source
of strength and comfort as we embark on the Lenten journey.

2

Lenten Schedule
Lent commemorates Jesus’ fast and temptation in the wilderness, which, according to the Gospel, lasted 40 days.
Just as Jesus confronted his temptations during these 40 days, Lent helps Christians focus on our most basic need
as sinners: forgiveness. The only way our Lord’s forgiving power can become effective in our lives is by our taking the
initiative to confront our sins, confess them and repent of them. In short, Lent is a season of penitence, and a time
for spiritual renewal and growth in dedication and service. A simple service of prayer, song, scripture and a
message will take place in the Nave on each Wednesday of Lent. We hope that you will make worship every
Wednesday at noon or 7:30 p.m. a part of your Lenten discipline.

Souper Bowl of Caring
Our church is once again participating in the "Souper Bowl of Caring" event. On February 12 & 13th, our youth will
be collecting monies to help to feed hungry Americans throughout the country. 100% of the collected donations go
to local charities. St John's donates to Safe Harbor and our local Food Bank. This is America's largest youth-led
weekend of GIVING and SERVING.
Thank you for your contributions!

February/March Food Bank Donations

The Nazareth Area Food Bank will be only taking monetary gifts FOR gift cards in February/March. Food
donations will start again in April. Checks should be made payable to the Nazareth Area Food Bank and mailed
to PO Box 178, Nazareth, PA 18064.

Prayer Requests
Names of those needing prayers will be added to the Prayer Chain Committee List.
Would you like this name added to the list read during the prayers at church during the worship service?
_______Y _______N
Name of Person/s Needing Prayers: ________________________________________________________________
Special notes (optional):
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Person making this Request: _______________________________________________________________
Phone #:________________________________ Email Address: __________________________________________
ATTENTION
Names will be kept on the prayer list/s for 4 weeks. If someone continues to need prayers beyond that, please let
the Church Office know or fill out a new form. The forms are located at the back of the Nave. Completed forms can
be placed in the Offering Plate or given to the Church Office.
Revised August 2019
Date: ________________________
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YEO Endowment Trust Committee
The YEO Endowment Trust committee finished the 2021 calendar year with a number of donations to local (Lehigh
Valley) and national groups. The YEO made a donation to help the victims of the tornados by giving to ELCA Disaster
Relief. Locally funds were given to Cay Galgon Life House, Salvation Army of Pen Argyl and Bethlehem, The Third
Street Alliance, Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley, Children's Home of Easton, Nazareth Food Bank, Second Harvest
Food Bank and Meals on Wheels. Nationally funds were given to Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, United
Lutheran Seminary and ELCA World Hunger Relief. The YEO also helped support the Corn Maze trip for the youth, the
Helping Hands trip, Bear Creek campers and a number of seminars for church staff. There were a number of
reimbursements for books and other educational materials used throughout the church. The committee roster has
openings for at least three (3) new members. If you would be interested in joining our committee, please contact
Scott Himler at 267-243-4241 or dshrph@gmail.com.
Submitted by Scott Himler, Chair

St. John's Lutheran Daycare
*We are hiring full time and part time*
Send your resume to nazareth.stjohns@gmail.com and ask about our incentive bonus

Sponsors
Sponsors are needed for altar flowers, bulletins, and the Sunday morning CD ministry. You can sign up at the back of
the nave or email your dedication/s to office@stjohnsnaz.org.

Seasonal Decorations Dedications
If you would like to contribute to the cost of Seasonal Decorations, including Lilies in the nave for the Easter
worship service, please complete the form below and return it to the Church Office. The cost is $12.00 per
dedication. Money must accompany the sponsor form and must be in the Church Office no later than
Wednesday, March 30, 2022. No sponsor forms after this date, please. Make checks payable to St. John’s
Lutheran Church and please put “Seasonal Decorations”
Your Name:______________________________ Phone:_________________________
Number of dedications (at $12.00 each)__________ Total Amount Enclosed__________
Please PRINT clearly

Check One
In
Honor

In
Memory

DEDICATED TO
(Please PRINT the dedications as you
want it to appear in the bulletin)

Dedicated By (FROM)
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Correspondence
To our fellow Members of Council,
I would like to thank you for sending us a vase of colorful flowers. They are a ray of sunshine that brightened
our day and lifted our spirits. We greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness.
Prayerfully,

Rich & Janet

Dear St. John's,
"Thank you for your generous donation of blankets, hats, socks, tea bags, hand sanitizers, nail files, tissues,
pes and lip balm. This donation will be used to make comfort bags for patients undergoing their first
chemotherapy session. Your generous contribution will help to further the important work of The Chemo Bag.
IRS regulations does not permit us from declaring a cash value for your generosity; however, we likely would
have had to expend approximately $500.00 for what you gave as an In-Kind contribution. These are dollars
saved which The Chemo Bag Inc. can supply needed comfort bags immediately to our infusion centers in our
community.
Through your donations, you are helping us ensure that people in the Lehigh Valley who are impacted by
cancer are provided with a comfort bag at their first infusion session. The bags provide not only comfort
items, but support and strength throughout their journey.
Sincerely,

Cheryl Fritz
It is Lizmarie Montero Negron, a Sailor onboard the USS Harry S. Truman. I just wanted to send an email thanking
you for caring for me and my shipmates while we are away from home on this deployment. We have received
your care packages and are extremely thankful for the support. It really made our day knowing we have people
watching for us and keeping us in their prayers. I took it upon myself to take some pictures with the packages for
you to see how happy we were. We also read all the cards and letters. Please thank the St. John's Lutheran
Church congregation for all the love and to please continue to pray for us during this 8 month deployment while
we are away from our loved ones.
Thank you!
Very Respectfully,

MA3 Montero Negron, Lizmarie Security Training
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Average Worship Attendance
November In Person Worship = 142
November On Line Worship = 243

December In Person Worship = 126
December On Line Worship = 252

Total Attendance

Christmas Eve In Person Worship = 585
Christmas Eve On Line Worship = 791

Memorial Gifts

Brian & Gary Anthony
Cheryl & Raymond Pagotto
Charles Spohn
Gary & Carol Zellner
Richard & Carol Knerr
Robert & Arlene Zellner
Young Vollaunzonatre

Connie Bonisese
Dennis M. Bonisese
John & Debra Gower

Special Offering
Each month in your offering envelopes, you will find a “Special Projects” envelope. These
particular gifts are designated each month to benefit those in need or to support a need
within our church.
February Special Offering: Helping Hands

You can also scan this QR code for online
giving from your smartphone, or visit our
website at www.stjohnsnaz.org.
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Pastoral Acts
With Sympathy

Our heartfelt Christian sympathy goes out to the
families and friends of the following members and
friends of St. John’s who passed into eternal life:

New Members

We give thanks to God for these, our
newest members.
NANCY CARHART
December 5, 2021

RUTH J. HARTZELL
November 13, 2021

ANNA GRUBE
December 4, 2021

RUTH N. SCHOENEBERGER
November 24, 2021

JAIME LEAUBER
December 4, 2021

GARY M. ANTHONY
December 8, 2021
ELIZABETH “BETTY” M. LAUBACH
December 29, 2021
RICHARD “RICK” K. LAUBACH
January 4, 2022
ERIC D. YOUNG
January 14, 2022

SONYA, HENRY, BENJAMIN, MASON &
EMILIE NEWTON
December 4, 2021
MICHELLE NUNNEMAKER
December 5, 2021

Baptisms
We rejoice with those who have been welcomed into the body of Christ through Holy Baptism:
AGOSTINO LOUIS ROSENHAGEN
Son of Ric & Amanda (Gibbons) Rosenhagen
Born: July 28, 2021
Baptized: November 21, 2022
MADELYN ELIZABETH JANISCH
Daughter of Matthew & Olivia (Bouchard) Janisch
Born: May 28, 2021
Baptized: December 12, 2021
CARSON ROBERT SMITH
Son of Brandon & Laura (Janisch) Smith
Born: August 16, 2021
Baptized: December 12, 2021
MADISON KRYSTINE NUNNEMAKER
Daughter of Daniel & Michelle (Braunworth) Nunnemaker
Born: April 19, 2021
Baptized: December 18, 2021
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Grace Notes
At the Christmas Eve family service this past December,
the children sang an anthem with this simple refrain—
What a wonder! What a story! What a joyous sight! Can
this be another ordinary Bethlehem night? And then the
song concluded with a final refrain—What a wonder! What
a story! What a joyous sight! Love has come; our God is
with us on this Bethlehem night. Through lyrics and
melody, the children conveyed the message that
something incredible happened at that simple manger
scene in Bethlehem over two thousand years ago. The
shepherds were amazed when they heard the singing of
the angels. The wise men were astonished by the
brilliance of the star and hurried to Bethlehem to see
what had taken place. God came to us in the birth of His
son, Jesus, the Christ child. It was truly an event filled
with signs and wonders.
The wonders of God appear throughout the Bible. In
Hebrew scripture we read the story of the Israelites’
bondage in Egypt and of Pharaoh’s persistent refusal to
liberate the children of Israel. Moses and Aaron warned
Pharaoh that God would punish both him and his people.
And, indeed, God sent the ten plagues, one after another,
until Pharaoh conceded. God then led the Israelites
through the wilderness with a miraculous pillar of cloud
by day and a pillar of fire by night. He fed them with
manna and provided water from a rock. Through it all,
the awesome wonders of God were revealed, and the
people were shown God’s limitless care and protection.
In the Gospel stories, we hear time and again of the many
miracles that took place throughout Jesus’ ministry—the
feeding of the five thousand, turning water into wine,
calming the storm, casting out demons, healing the sick,
and raising the dead. Through divine actions and
wondrous deeds, the character, purpose, and power of
God are shown. And in response, the people who witness
these miracles are filled with awe and wonder.

Susan Cherwien, who composed the words of
our own St. John’s anniversary hymn in 2009,
also wrote the text of a hymn entitled “Signs and
Wonders” (#672 in our ELW hymnal). The first
two verses reflect upon the wonders of Jesus’
birth and resurrection, but it’s the third verse
that speaks most directly to us today. Through
poetic language she calls us to cast aside doubt
and fear, to acknowledge God’s abiding
presence with us, and to make known God’s love
through each of our own deeds and actions. The
hymn concludes with this phrase—Let us boldly
serve and bless, and to hearts that sigh and
hunger, may our lives dance signs and wonders.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are invited to
convey to others the wonder and splendor of
God through our own individual servant
ministries.
It was through the words of Susan’s hymn that
the arts festival committee chose the theme
“Signs and Wonders” for this year’s Faith
Through the Arts celebration. The Shepherd’s
Room will be filled with interpretations of signs
and wonders by numerous visual artists, and
there will be magnificent performing artists of all
kinds who will delight and amaze us. I hope to
see many of you often in our Shepherd’s Room
gallery this coming Lenten season.
Grace and peace,
Rev. Janice Butz, Minister of Music
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Save The Date!
First Holy Communion Instruction
April 3, 20222 after the late service
This is for children in 4th grade or older (or anyone else!)
and their families. This will take place in the fellowship hall.
Lunch will be provided.

Faith Through the Arts
"Signs and Wonders"
This year the Lenten season again coincides with Saint John’s celebration of Faith Through the Arts. With the
theme “Signs and Wonders,” the festival will include the works of visual artists as well as numerous performing
artists and ensembles. During the month of March, spend time in the Shepherd’s Room to view and ponder
the display of visual art and plan to attend the many musical events that will take place throughout the month.
Look for more details about these events in the weekly e-news and bulletins.
Sunday, March 6, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Opening reception for artists and sponsors
Saturday, March 12, 7:00 p.m. O’Grady-Quinlan Irish dancers
Sunday, March 13, 3:00 p.m. An Irish program of stories and song with Claude Shappelle
Saturday, March 19, 5:00 p.m. Doucette String Quartet performs prior to worship and during the service
Sunday, March 20, to be announced
Saturday, March 26, 7:00 p.m. Magician Tom Yurasits presents a program of magic and illusions
Sunday, March 27, 3:00 p.m. Craig Thatcher, guitar and Cliff Starkey, keyboardist

Faith Through the Arts Sponsorship
After being postponed for a year due to the pandemic, Faith Through the Arts is coming back! Once again, the
Shepherd’s Room will be transformed into an art gallery, and musical events will take place as St. John’s
celebrates its 8th arts festival this coming Lenten season. If you know of an artist, encourage them to submit
artwork. The registration forms are located in the church office or in the brochure rack in the Shepherd’s
Room. Individual sponsors will also be needed to provide financial assistance, so please prayerfully consider
making a contribution toward this educational and enriching ministry of our congregation.
Faith Through the Arts Sponsorship
Name ___________________________________________________________
I/We wish to be a sponsor for Faith Through the Arts and will contribute:
____$10.00 ____ $25.00 ____ $50.00 _____ other
in loving memory of __________________________________________
or
in honor of __________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church
and return to the church office by February 23.
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A Message from the Director of
Youth & Family Ministries
Youth Service weekend is from Saturday, February 19th to Sunday, February 20th. Youth in grades 7 - 12 will
take over all three worship services this weekend. The youth will serve as Greeters, Ushers, Lectors, Acolytes,
and will lead us in music and message.
This is a great time for our youth to rise up and lead our congregation in worship. It has been a trying time
attempting to gather the youth together for fun events and fellowship, especially as Covid-19 cases have been
rising higher than ever. With that fact, the youth services feel even more important this year. Even though it will
need to be handled differently than other years, it is still a wonderful feeling gathering the youth together for a
purpose.
It is also a great time for the congregation to come together and support them in their ministry and leadership.
Please come out to a Youth Service and see what they have put together!

For Your Calendar:
Youth Service Weekend: Saturday, February 19 - Sunday, February 20.
Looking Ahead:
Palm Cross Making: Friday, April 8th at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a pair of scissors - and a friend!
Palm Sunday Donkey Walk: Sunday, April 10th during the Sunday School hour. We will leave promptly at 9:15
am. Please meet in the Fellowship Hall and we will leave from there.
Palm Cross Delivery: Sunday, April 10th. Please meet in the Fellowship Hall following the late church service.
Blessings,
Jaime L. Taylor
Director of Youth and Family Ministries
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Shut-In Birthdays
Lets get those cards out to wish a blessed birhtday to our shut-in friends
celebrating this month!
February 18th Linda Fehnel - Gracedale Tower 4 D2 Bed 3,
2 Gracedale Ave Nazareth PA, 18064
March 13th Carol Birchak- Bear Creek Lake, 14 Birch Dr. Jim
Thorpe PA, 18229
March 26th Karen Reimer- MHS - Apt. 519A 175 W North St.
Nazareth PA,18064

Happy Winter! Since we are smack in the middle of this chilly season, the kids are busy learning all about it!
They are doing ice and snow experiments and crafts, and we have even turned our Pretend center into an
ice-skating rink. To round it all out, we have been practicing a favorite winter fingerplay, A Chubby Little
Snowman. It goes like this:
A chubby little snowman
Had a carrot nose
When along came a bunny
And what do you suppose?
This hungry little bunny,
Looking for his lunch,
He ate that snowman’s carrot nose!
Nibble, Nibble, CRUNCH!
For the rest of February, we will be talking about love and friendship as we make our way towards
Valentine’s Day, and finish the month learning about how to keep healthy the same heart we use to love our
friends and family! It’s always fun to see how the kids internalize these things by making healthy food
choices and practicing exercises that keep their hearts strong.
All this body talk leads us right into our 5 senses unit which we have so much fun with that we spend an
entire month learning about them. We take listening walks, taste new foods, smell match, and put our
hands in the “touch box” and guess what we might be feeling. Sometimes we even make popcorn at the
end of the unit because it encompasses every one of your senses. Don’t believe us, try it out!
Our preschool class (3 & 4-year-olds) meets Tuesday/Thursday from 9am-11:30am. Our Pre-K class (4 & 5year-olds) meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 9am-12pm, with an optional lunch bunch that extends
the day from 12pm-1:30pm. If you are interested in registering your child in Love-A-Lot Nursery School next
September, Please call (484)-293-0720 or email LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com.
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Church Council Minutes Highlights
October 27, 2021

GUESTS: Andy Herbster
DEVOTIONS: Michele Seaton – Read a prayer “God is Calling us to Freedom”
MINUTES: The Minutes of the Sept. 22, 2021 meeting were reviewed and approved as written.
Motion by: Christina Brodt – 2nd: Ben Miller - Motion passed.
COMMUNICATIONS: None
PASTOR SCOTT HALL’S REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. We have started meeting with a group from the congregation to discuss Growing Young. The discussions have
been about the ways in which St. John’s is filled with hope for the future of attracting young people (ages 15-29).
2. I was pleased to see so many families in church on worldwide Communion Sunday when many children received
their first communion.
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. We are preparing a full-length children’s musical called Are We There Yet, based on the Exodus story. There are 15
children who have registered. It is still unclear when they will be able to present the musical to the congregation.
2. March 2022 = Faith Through the Arts – Theme will be “Signs and Wonders”. Postcards have been sent to the
visual artists.
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT: Jaime Taylor: Reported
1. Oct. 24 – Annual Corn Maze was held. Several families attended.
2. Oct. 28 – Several youth participated in St. John’s Daycare’s Trunk or Treat event.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Pastor Hall reported:
1. The PPP loan was forgiven.
DAY CARE: Joyce Knecht reported:
1. 1. New American Rescue Plan Act grant money was received.
2. Holiday Schedule – Day Care will be closed Dec. 24 and Dec. 31, 2021.
ENDOWMENT: Pastor Hall reported:
1. Request was made for the book “Growing Young”. Approved to be paid out of Youth & Education.
EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: Christine Garrison reported:
1. Oct. 2 – Blessing of the Pets was held. There were approx. 10-11 pets.
2. Oct. 2 – Apple Fest was held. Pastor Hall did a puppet show and the Smith sisters provided music for the event.
3. Dec. 1 – Support Our Troops – Youth will be helping to pack
HELPING HANDS: Gail Price reported:
1. Sept. 25 – Cemetery Cleanup – Union Cemetery - Good turnout.
2. Oct. 3-9 – Trip to Sulphur, Louisiana. 8 people went. Successful mission trip!! Presented slide show to
congregation.
3. Oct. 16 – Bike trip - Northampton, D&L to Slatington, flat 10 miles each way – Perfect Weather.
4. March 13-19, 2022 – Planning another trip to Sulphur, LA. Same place, same gig.
LOVE-A-LOT: Christina Brodt reported:
1. Oct. 15 – Mrs. Daley will be leaving us.
2. Oct. 26 & Oct. 27 – Pumpkin Patch trip and carving night.
3. Oct. 28 & Oct. 29 – Annual Halloween Parade.
PERSONNEL: Gail Price reported:
1. Working on Job Descriptions.
2. Working on the Personnel Budget Request
STEWARDSHIP: Jerry Lewis reported:
1. Stewardship letter from Pastor Hall has been sent out.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL: Michele Seaton reported:
1. The G.R.A.C.E. Adult Sunday School class is going through changes. Rick Angstadt has decided not to be the
teacher.
2. Dec. 19, 2021 - Lois Davis & Louise Kroboth are planning a Happy Birthday Jesus Party.
WORSHIP & MUSIC: Chris Andrews & Pastor Hall reported: No Report
1. Discussion of Christmas Schedule.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Fall House Cleaning Plan – Attic Cleaning – What should we archive? Ben Miller will look into this.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Andy Herbster presented the following Job Descriptions to Council:
a. Pastor of Discipleship – Motion to approve Job Description – Christine Brodt, 2nd Ben Miller.
Motion passed.
b. Pastor of Stewardship - Motion to approve Job Description – Christine Brodt, 2nd Ben Miller. Motion passed.
c. Call Committee: Motion to approve Call Committee – Ben Miller, 2nd Christina Brodt. Motion passed.
1. Nov. 20-21 = Golden Age Sunday.
2. Nov. 20-21 = Council Elections. Motion by Rich Johnson that for council elections to allow online voting beginning
November 20 at 5:30 pm and ending November 21st at 10:30 am, and to allow drop-in voting on November 21st
from 9 am to 10:30 am.
3. Storage of Communion Cups – Location was discussed.
Council President Gail Price declared the meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Meeting = Wed. Nov. 17, 2021 @ 7:30 p.m.
Next Devotions = Stephen Bajan, II
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Wallace

November 17, 2021
DEVOTIONS: Pastor Hall read from Zechariah 12 and followed with a prayer.
MINUTES: The Minutes of the Oct. 27, 2021 meeting were reviewed and approved as written.
Motion by: Stephen Bajan II – 2nd: Michele Seaton - Motion passed.
COMMUNICATIONS: Thank you from Rich & Janet Johnson
PASTOR SCOTT HALL’S REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. Pastor Jennifer Hall and I attended the annual meeting of Community Action Lehigh Valley. They are an
organization that partners with other organizations to work to lift people out of poverty.
2. Pastor Jennifer Hall and I attended the Bishop’s Conference on Nov. 9 & 10 at Shawnee Inn, and we were
introduced to the concept of an Anchor Church. St. John’s has been asked by the Bishop’s office to participate in
the first cohort in our synod being trained to become an Anchor Church.
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. March 2022 = Faith Through the Arts – Theme will be “Signs and Wonders”. A sponsorship form for donations
from the congregation is being put in the next issue of The Messenger.
2. During Advent, we hope to have families participating at each of the 3 weekly worship services for the lighting of
the Advent wreath.
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT: Jaime Taylor: Reported
1. Oct. 28 – Several youth participated in St. John’s Daycare’s Trunk or Treat event. It was a great night, good
weather, and great decorated trunks.
2. Nov. 2 – Attended Worship & Music meeting where we discussed options for Christmas Eve worship services.
3. I made an online sign-up page for congregation members to sign up for their preferred Christmas Eve service,
which will go live on Dec. 4.
4. Nov. 3 – The Confirmation classes played Pillow Polo in the Fellowship Hall.
5. 2022– ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Stephen Bajan, II reported:
Discussed Budget at the Nov. Finance Meeting.
Discussed office expense questions about the Vanco Fees.
Income & Expense statement was discussed.
DAY CARE: Joyce Knecht reported:
Dec. 10 – Christmas Pageant will be presented in the Nave.
Painting of rooms – Property Committee will approve colors.
Spectrum Flooring will provide the new vinyl flooring to be done in the school age room.
Needs approval of the Property Committee. New shed is being reviewed. Country Junction will come out to
measure the area for the shed. Also looking at Green Acres. May need a cement pad for the shed.
EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: In Christine Garrison absence, Joyce Wallace reported:
Nov. 21 – Ingathering Collection - Committee will gather to box up items for Gracedale Nursing Home & Kids
Peace.
Dec. 1 – Support Our Troops – Youth will help with collection.
HELPING HANDS: Gail Price reported: No Written Report
March 13-19, 2022 – Planning another trip to Sulphur, LA. Same place, same gig.
LOVE-A-LOT: Christina Brodt reported:
1. Oct. 26 & Oct. 27 – Pumpkin Patch trip and carving night with special guys (all dads).
2. Plan to participate in Trunk-or-Treat with Day Care next year and will plan ways to pair with them on other fun
activities.
3. We are receiving phone calls and registrations for next school year and have started a list for both classes.
PROPERTY: rich Johnson reported:
1. Parsonage oil tanks were discussed.
2. Replacing windows for parsonage and rental property were discussed.
3. Church lobby was discussed.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Michele Seaton reported:
1. The G.R.A.C.E. Adult Sunday School class will be starting in Dec.
2. Dec. 19, 2021 - Lois Davis & Louise Kroboth are planning a Happy Birthday Jesus Party.
WORSHIP & MUSIC: Pastor Hall reported: No Report
1. Help will be needed between services on Christmas Eve.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Voting for Council Elections – Hand out ballots as people come in.
2. Interview of Candidate for Pastor of Discipleship – Conducted soon.
3. Nov. 20-21 = Golden Age Sunday.
4. Christmas Eve Worship – Help will be needed between services.
5. Intellectual Property – Pastor Hall & Janice Butz discussed. Need to write a draft, TBD at later date.
FUTURE CONCERNS: Pastor Hall reported:
1. Daycare Grant – Shed and Elevator – To be put on Property agenda.
Council President Gail Price declared the meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Meeting = Wed. Dec. 22, 2021 @ 7:30 p.m.
Next Devotions = Christine Garrison
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Wallace
Recording Secretary
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St. Johns Staff, Committee & Volunteer List
Contact Us....
200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth PA
Church Office: 610-759-3090 (See Church Extensions Below)
Fax: 610-759-3719 Email: Office@stjohnsnaz.org Website: www.stjohnsnaz.org

Church Staff

Email Address

Telephone

Church
EXT.

Senior Pastor: Rev. Scott A. Hall

prhall@stjohnsnaz.org

412-656-6436

103

Minister of Music: Rev. Janice I.
Butz

jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org

610-882-9388

105

Director of Youth & Family
Ministries:
Jaime L. Taylor

jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

107

Assist. Organist/Choir Director:
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd

Pakidd58@gmail.com

610-349-0506

104

Parish Administrative Assistant:
Linda Kasmakites

office@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

100

Parish Financial Secretary:
Bonnie Mertz

finance@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

102

Communications Coordinator:
Arielle Marcum

commcoordinator@stjohn 610-810-6600
snaz.org

N/A

Property Manager: Dean Brodt
Sextons: Tony Petrillo, Bruce Knecht

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

N/A

Council Committee Assignments

484-515-8016

Contact Person

Church Council President

Gail Price

610-704-8736

Church Council Vice-President

Joyce Knecht

610-360-7424

Church Council Secretary

Ben Miller

Church Council Recording Secretary

Joyce Wallace

Columbarium

Dean Brodt

Day Care

Rita Bergstrom

610-730-3870
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YEO Endowment

Karen Furler

Evangelism/Social Ministry

Christine Garrison

Finance

Karen Furler

Helping Hands

Gail Price

History & Archives

Ben Miller

Love-A-Lot Nursery School

Christina Brodt

Personnel

Gail Price

Property

Rich Johnson/ Barry Miller

Stewardship

Peter Zimmer

Sunday School

Michele Seaton

Worship & Music

Christina Brodt

Volunteer Church Staff

Contact Person and Telephone

Altar Flower Sponsors

Church Office

610-759-3090

Altar Guild

Jocelyn Starner

610-759-3205

Building Trust Fund

Jeff Daniels (Special appt.)

Bulletin Sponsors

Church Office

610-759-3090

CD Ministry Sponsors

Church Office

610-759-3090

YEO Endowment

Scott Himler (Special
appt.)

Greeters Schedule

Maryellen Werkheiser

610-759-5191

Helping Hands

Gail Price, Keith Shook

610-704-8736
610-759-0594

Katherine Von Bora Society

Susan Kelly

908-256-2640

Lectors Schedule

Christina Brodt

610-653-0358
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Love-A-Lot Nursery School

Andrea Miller, Director
LoveALotNurserySchool
@yahoo.com

484-293-0720

Luther League (Youth Group grades 7 & up)

Jamie Taylor

610-759-3090

Media Ministry

Lois Davis
lo.huthie@yahoo.com

610-504-1635

Prayer Chain

Betty Laubach

St. John’s Day Care

Carly FantauzziQuinones
nazareth.stjohns@gmail.
com

610-759-0225

610-759-4999

Sunday School Committee

Lois Davis,
Superintendent
lo.huthie@yahoo.com

610-504-1635

Ushers Schedule

Christina Brodt

610-653-0358

Women of the ELCA (WELCA)

Laurie Center

610-438-3117

If you have family members or loved ones that are in the hospital,
please let the church office know. The Information Desk at the
hospital does not always give us that information. You can call us at
610-759-3090 or email office@stjohns.naz.org.

The deadline for all submissions for the April/May issue of The Messenger is
Thursday, March 10th. Please email your article or announcements as a word
document attached to commcoordinator@stjohnsnaz.org &
office@stjohnsnaz.org. Thank you.
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