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Gathering Again Part IV

[St. Paul writes:] I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through
all and in all. (Ephesians 2:1-6 NRSV)
Part IV! Who knew this would last so long? During the month of September, we will continue our Sunday
morning worship at 9 AM in the parking lot. We will begin Saturday evening worship in our sanctuary on September 12 at 5:30 pm. Please keep in mind this could change depending on the transmission
of COVID-19 in our county. Our church is following the advice of the CDC, PA Department of Health, the
ELCA and other ecumenical partners as we gather. Following these guidelines with all humility and gentleness,
we will bear one another in love. They are meant for the sake of everyone’s health and safety.


















Wear a mask unless you are under the age of 2 or have a medical reason for not wearing one (CDC
guidelines). If you do not have a mask or forget to bring yours, we will have masks on hand that you will
take home with you.
We also ask you to practice good hand hygiene. There will be hand sanitizer in the gathering spaces.
Enter the church through the parking lot or Prospect St. Office doors. Exit the church
through the Broad St. doors. For those with mobility issues, the ramp on Prospect St. will be available
for use.
Please wait in the Shepherd’s Room until an usher is available to seat you. You will be seated
so that physical distancing can be maintained.
Each household should leave contact information with an usher to enable contact tracing in
the event of an outbreak.
Each household will be ushered to their seats. We will fill the church from the front to the back.
After worship wait to be dismissed by an usher. The Shepherd’s Room will be dismissed first. Then
the nave will be dismissed from the back to the front.
Please limit restroom usage. Only two people should be in the restroom at a time.
If you need water, please bring it with you. The water fountains have been turned off.You may also
request bottled water from an usher.
Ventilation is important to lower the risk of infection. During indoor worship, the plan is to turn
on the exhaust fans in the kitchen and the fellowship hall and open the windows in the nave along Prospect Street to draw air through the building. This may make the nave and Shepherd’s Room either hot or cold depending on the weather. Please dress accordingly.
The weekly bulletin will be posted on our Facebook page and website. You are welcome to print it at
home and bring it with you or look at it on your device during worship. We will have limited copies of
the bulletin for you to use if needed.
Please limit your conversations with those outside of your household before and after the service.
We value the health and safety of all our members. Therefore, we ask that you stay home from
in-person worship, especially if you are feeling ill or have preexisting conditions that make you a highrisk congregant. We invite you to watch the service on-line via YouTube, Facebook, or the website. CDs
will continue to be mailed to those who have requested them. Please see the CDC guidelines for the list
of Covid-19 symptoms.

What to expect during in-person worship:
 There will be no group singing, following National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) and the
American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) guidelines. Soloists, duets, or trios will sing the hymns as
the congregation meditates on the words which will be printed in the bulletin.
 Congregants will be asked to mouth, not speak aloud, the words of unison prayers and responses.
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There will be offering baskets placed around the worship area for you to place your offering as you enter
or leave worship. You can also continue to give to the ministries of St. John’s through on-line giving
(https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/online-giving/), the mail, or your bank.
We will be using Hand Speak, sign gestures, waving, and other creative ways to pass the peace while remaining physically distanced from other congregants.
On Communion Sundays please pick up your prefilled communion sets as you enter the worship
space.

Beginning September 12 when we worship indoors, we will livestream the worship service to
be viewed on our YouTube channel or our Facebook page. Please join us on these two platforms if you are
unable to attend. The service will then be posted to YouTube, Facebook, and our website to be viewed at
your convenience. We will no longer be using Facebook Premier for Sunday mornings. CDs of the worship
service will continue to be mailed to those requesting them.

When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we will be using pre-filled communion sets. The grape juice and
the wafer are prepackaged by the manufacturer into a communion cup that is double-sealed. The first seal
when opened exposes the wafer. The second seal exposes the juice. When you arrive at worship, these prefilled sets will be sitting out on a table. One person from your household should pick up enough for the
household. When the time of distribution comes, you will remain at your seat to commune yourselves or
members of households can commune each other. Please discard the trash or take it home with you. If you
have children or others in your household not communing, a member of the household will be instructed to
bless that person(s).
We will have a gluten free option beginning September 12th.
For those watching at home, please have bread and wine or juice ready before the service begins. You
may want to set up a home altar with a cross or perhaps a candle on which to set your communion elements. You may also drop by the church office to pick up pre-filled communion sets for your household.
If all continues to go well, we will evaluate the indoor Saturday worship with hopes of beginning Sunday
indoor worship on October 4th. We are changing our late service worship time to 10:30 am
from our usual 10:45 am. This will accommodate Sunday school families better since Sunday school (once it
resumes in-person classes) dismisses at 10:15 am. This is part of a larger plan to make young people more of
a priority at St. John’s. The early service will still be at 8:00 am.
So many changes! I know. Let’s all pull together and be the church God is calling us to be.
Thank you all so much for your patience and understanding during these difficult times. Worship will certainly be different; however, I pray that you are all grateful for what we are able to do and rejoice with me as we
return to our beautiful nave after such a long absence.
Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Scott
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Guidelines for Outdoor Worship at the Church
At least through the month of September on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. we will worship in person outdoors in
the main parking lot. If you wish to attend this in-person worship, we ask that you follow these guidelines:













Bring your own chair (as you are physically able) and sit as a household maintaining a physical distance of 6-feet from other households. Ushers will be on hand to guide and assist you. A limited
number of chairs will be provided by the church.
Wear a mask unless you are under the age of 2 or have a medical reason for not wearing one (CDC
guidelines). If you do not have a mask or forget to bring yours, we will have masks on hand that you will
take home with you.
We also ask you to practice good hand hygiene. There will be hand sanitizer in the gathering space.
Parking will be available in the Main Lot, Miller Lot, Prospect Street (angled parking), Main Street Service
Station (corner of Prospect and Main), and at the corner of Spruce and Walnut Streets (former Danner
Accounting Parking Lot).
The church building will be open for restroom usage only. Use hand sanitizer upon entering the building. Only two people should be in the restroom at a time.
The weekly bulletin will be posted on our Facebook page and website. You are welcome to print it at
home and bring it with you or look at it on your device during worship. We will have limited copies of
the bulletin for you to use if needed.
Please limit your conversations with those outside of your household before and after the service.
We value the health and safety of all our members. Therefore, we ask that you stay home from in
-person worship, especially if you are feeling ill or have preexisting conditions that make you a high-risk
congregant. We invite you to watch the service on-line via Facebook or the website. CDs will continue
to be mailed to those who have requested them. Please see the CDC guidelines for the list of Covid-19
symptoms.

In the case of inclement weather:
 If church leadership sees that the forecast is for rain, in-person worship on Sunday will be
cancelled. We will post this on our Facebook page, website, and through our email distribution list.
 If we arrive at church and the weather changes, you will be asked to return home.
 You can watch or listen to the posted worship service in your home.
What to expect during in-person worship:
 There will be no group singing, following National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) and the
American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) guidelines. Soloists, duets, or trios will sing the hymns as
the congregation meditates on the words which will be printed in the bulletin.
 Congregants will be asked to mouth, not speak aloud, the words of unison prayers and responses.
 There will be offering baskets placed around the worship area for you to place your offering as you enter
or leave worship. You can also continue to give to the ministries of St. John’s through on-line giving
(https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/online-giving/), the mail, or your bank.
 We will be using Hand Speak, sign gestures, waving, and other creative ways to pass the peace while remaining physically distanced from other congregants.
 We will be outdoors. Be mindful of how you tolerate heat and humidity. Please make the best decision for yourself regarding attendance.
 On Communion Sundays please pick up your prefilled communion sets as you enter the worship
space.
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PASTORAL ACTS

We gladly received the following new members into
the family and fellowship of St. John’s congregation on
Sunday, August 9, 2020:

We rejoice that those listed below have been liberated
from sin and death by being joined in the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ through the sacrament of Holy Baptism in the month of August 2020:

MARK & CINDY ALOISE
ED & SHIRLEY BATORI
RICH GRUBE
BILLY KOCH

BENJAMIN JOSEPH KOCH
Son of Nathan & Christina (DiGirolamo) Koch
Born: January 10, 2020
Baptized: August 2, 2020
BENJAMIN WILLIAM BOANDL
Son of Bradley & Amy (Walinger) Boandl
Born: January 18, 2020
Baptized: August 9, 2020

Received in the month of July 2020:

RAY CHRISTMAN, JR.
Edward & Donna (Shankweiler)Keppel; Alan Werner;
Richard & Joan Werner

We celebrate with those listed below who entered
into the holy estate of matrimony according to God’s
ordinance in August 2020:
JENNIFER LYNN PAULAS &
ADAM LEE SHIMER
August 22nd

JEAN HOFFERT
Arlean & David Lilly; Kevin Ehrig; Roy & Gloria Roth;
Jewel Williamson-Burns
MILDRED WATSON
Roy & Gloria Roth; Beverly Hank

Sept. 5
Worship w/Holy Communion
via St. John’s Website

Sept. 19 Blanket Weekend
In-Person worship w/Holy Communion
in the Nave & via Livestream

Sept. 6
Outdoor worship w/Holy Communion
in the Parking Lot 9 AM

Sept. 20 Blanket Weekend
Outdoor worship w/Holy Communion
in the Parking Lot 9 AM

Sept. 12 Blanket Weekend
In-Person worship w/Holy Communion
in the Nave & via Livestream

Sept. 26
In-Person worship w/Holy Communion
in the Nave & via Livestream

Sept. 13 RALLY DAY / Blanket Weekend
Outdoor worship in the Parking Lot 9 AM

Sept. 27
Outdoor worship in the Parking Lot 9 AM
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Grace Notes
“Be creative, spontaneous, and always keep going.” Those were memorable words I heard many years ago
from a clinician at a seminar on musical improvisation. Although a solid training in music theory and musical styles is considered helpful, I soon discovered that improvisation is letting go of the dependency of
music on the page. It is simply an extemporaneous musical creation that is made up on the spot, without
much preparation. In that seminar I also learned the importance of not stopping in the middle of a musical improvisation, but rather continuing the music without pause. It’s all about learning to go with the
flow and adapting to new and creative ideas, certainly a concept that can be applied to life in general.
These past few months at St. John’s have certainly felt like an experiment in improvisation. The ways we
worship and maintain church activities have had to be altered during this pandemic era. In August, Music,
Art, and Drama Camp celebrated its 20th year, and unfortunately a large-scale musical production was not
going to happen. But we improvised, and with the wearing of masks and keeping our distance, we were
still able to share a week of dramatizing a Biblical story, creating props, and adding hand motions to a song
instead of singing the words.
Over the past year, the Arts Festival Committee has been making plans for our next Faith Through the Arts
event to take place in March 2021. After contacting several of the performing ensembles we had hoped
to showcase, we learned that many of them were not able to make a commitment to be part of the festival due to the coronavirus pandemic. Regrettably, the committee determined to postpone the arts festival to March 2022. March 2021 would have marked the 20th anniversary of the festival, but we hope to
improvise with a small display of visual art this coming Lenten season—perhaps a preview of what will
come in 2022.
Normally in the September issue of The Messenger, I share some thoughts about the start-up for a new
season of our music ministry, listing the various choirs that would soon begin rehearsals. With no group
singing allowed, a different format for our choirs had to be improvised. Our children’s and youth choirs
will be given the opportunity to play percussion instruments, handchimes, or handbells. Some of our adult
singers may be participating in duets or trios, or perhaps two or three may assist in singing the hymns for
our worship service. And most likely, we will hear our handbell ringers performing more frequently in
the coming year.
The pandemic has certainly prompted us to be innovative and to think in new ways. Again, I am reminded
of the words I heard at that improvisation workshop—“be creative, spontaneous, and always keep going.”
We certainly won’t stop doing what God calls us to do, but things will surely be different for a while. And
let us never forget that God will lead us through this time, always making a way in the wilderness and
forging rivers in the desert. Stay well!
Grace and peace,
Rev. Janice Butz, Minister of Music
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Music for Children (pre-K to 6th grade)
Join us for an orientation session on
Tuesday, September 15, at 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
This season our J.A.M. (Jesus and Me) Sessions will take on a new format!
Due to the pandemic we will not be able to participate in group singing,
but there will be other opportunities for musical growth and enrichment.
We will learn how to create rhythm on percussion instruments, musical
patterns on xylophones and metallophones, and beautiful melodies on
handchimes. There will also be the possibility to sing a solo, or perhaps a
duet or trio with one or two other children. Each of these learning experiences will take place in a short-term small group setting with the ultimate
goal of the children participating in one of our worship services. An orientation session will be held on Tuesday, September 15 at 4:00 p.m. when the playing of these various
instruments will be demonstrated and sign-ups for the various small groups will be available. A parent
should plan to be present with their child for the orientation. If you have further questions, please contact
Rev. Janice Butz by email (jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org) or by phone (610-769-3090, x-105).

Music for Youth (7th to 12th grade)
Join us for an orientation session on
Wednesday, September 16, at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
St. John’s Chalice Choir is a musical ensemble for middle and high school youth. Although we won’t be able
to sing as a group due to the coronavirus, there will be other fun and exciting musical opportunities. Playing
handbells or percussion instruments, or singing solos, duets or trios are among the musical experiences that
we will share. For anyone who plays an instrument, there is always an occasion to perform for a worship
service. We will gather on Wednesday, September 16 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the various musical
options for the coming year. If you have further questions, please contact Rev. Janice Butz by email
(jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org) or by phone (610-759-3090, x-105).
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A Message from the
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
It was an interesting summer to say the least. While
2020 has proven to be somewhat of an overall disappointment, here are some positive things that happened this summer:

The Youth Choir members and adults who went on
the Charleston trip last summer reunited through
Zoom for catch up meetings - one chat was even with
Roosevelt Credit!

Sunday School was able to continue virtually to close
out for the year. This year’s Sunday School will be
held virtually at least through the end of 2020, and
we have some fun things planned for the whole family to watch and enjoy! Stay tuned.

M.A.D. Camp looked a lot different this year, but it
was wonderful! The students and helpers were great
at adapting and the week, though abbreviated, was
full of fun, friends, fellowship, and of course Music,
Art, and Drama!

Bear Creek Camp held a virtual (Stay) May Play Day
with virtual events all day long. They also opened the
camp up this summer to families and friends wishing
to stay on camp grounds together over the summer
in the absence of actual camp being able to be held.

Our St. John’s congregation was able to come back
together and gather for worship outdoors. It may be
a new type of gathering, but we are still able to gather, which is a gift.

SHYG met virtually through Zoom every Wednesday
all summer long. We will begin attempting to meet
in-person outdoors (weather permitting) at the end
of August. SHYG will be held from 6 - 7pm every
Wednesday night until Confirmation begins - then we
will go back to 6:15 - 7:15 pm. Hope to see you there!

Though it may not be the situation we all wanted or
planned on, there are still some great things that
took place this summer, and some fun things that are
coming up. We are continuing to work on developing
opportunities in which we can gather together safely.

I wish everyone a safe and happy back to school whatever that may look like for your family this year.
(Virtual) Vacation Bible School was a success! We had Stay healthy, stay well!
around 60 students tune in, around 12 youth helpers,
and 5 adult leaders. Once our VBS was done, all of
our supplies were donated to St. John’s Lutheran
Blessings,
Church in Easton. They were able to utilize almost
everything we gave them to help their summer VBS Jaime L. Taylor
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
program become a success, as well.

The Media Team is seeking volunteers. Training will be provided.
Please send an email to mediateam@stjohnsnaz.org or
stop by the Sound Control board when a team member is present.
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First Holy Communion Classes

As Lutherans, we believe the faith God gave to us in Holy Baptism is nourished
by the hearing of God’s Word and the receiving of the bread and the wine of Holy
Communion. Classes for those preparing to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion for
the first time will be held on Wednesdays, September 16, 23 and 30, 2020 from 6:15 –
7:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Instruction is usually for those entering the 7th grade
and enrolling in the Level 1 Confirmation Class. Parents are required to accompany their
children to these three classes. PLEASE NOTE: Letters were mailed to all seventh graders
inviting them to become part of the upcoming First Holy Communion Classes and 7th
Grade Confirmation Class. If your son or daughter is entering 7th grade this fall and did
not receive a letter, please contact the Church Office. Any other questions may be directed
to Pastor Scott. Masks are required and we will maintain physical distance.

Conf irmation Classes
ORIENTATION FOR CONFIRMATION CLASSES: St. John’s Confirmation Classes
will begin on Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at 6:15 p.m. Both the seventh
and eighth grade confirmands and their parents will gather in the Fellowship Hall
for orientation. Opportunity will be given to meet with Pete and Elizabeth BrodtZimmer, the Catechists of the seventh graders; meet Jaime Taylor, Director of Youth &
Family Ministries; and Pastor Scott, who teaches the eighth graders. Guidelines and
expectations for the Confirmation program will be shared. Questions will be answered and
other confirmation resources will be distributed. On Wednesday, October 7th, Level 2
will begin weekly Confirmation classes. Going forward, these classes will be held every
Wednesday from 6:15 – 7:15 p.m. in the Shepherd’s Room. Masks are required and we
will maintain physical distance.
Level 1 will begin weekly classes the first week in October through Zoom. The day of the
week will be determined during the orientation.

BLANKETS+ PROGRAM
SEPTEMBER 12th & 13th — 19th & 20th
Please help those in need. Each year tragic events cause hardships and devastation for people worldwide.
For 28 consecutive years, St. John’s has participated in the Church World Service Appeal.
CWS is a global humanitarian agency consisting of 35 Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican
denominations. Since 1946, CWS has provided relief, development, and refugee assistance.
They reach out to 80 countries, including the U.S.
A single donation of $10.00 can purchase a blanket that will provide warmth, protection, and comfort to children and adults of all ages. A sample blanket is on display in the
Shepherd’s Room. Our donations can also provide tools and shelter kits. Donations
can be made in the envelopes that will appear in the bulletins on September 12, 13, 19 & 20
or you may drop off or mail your check to St. John’s. Checks should be made payable to St. John’s and please
note in the memo “CWS Blankets +.” THANK YOU!! The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee
8

Rally Day / Sunday School 2020-21
Please join St. John’s Sunday School Rally Day 2020 virtually on Sunday, September 13th
at 9:15 AM via:
 St. John’s website: https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsnaz
 or YouTube
All ages are welcome to tune in! Temporarily, for the safety of our Sunday School children and teachers,
St. John’s Sunday School will be held virtually each Sunday after Rally Day at 9:15 AM. Join us on Rally Day
for more information.
Sunday School Registration for the 2020-21 Sunday School year is now LIVE online at https://
vbspro.events/p/events/20-21sundayschool. Student supplies for Sunday School for the first half of 2020 will
be handed out at St. John’s in the foyer of Fellowship Hall on the following dates:
 Thursday, September 17th from 5:00-6:00 PM
 Friday, September 18th from 12:00 noon-1:00 PM
 Saturday, September 19th from 9:00-10:00 AM
Please choose your preferred pick-up time on the registration. Third grade students enrolling for the 202021 Sunday School year will also receive a Bible.

Noontime Bible Study
The noon-time Bible Study will continue, but for a while yet, not meet as a group. God’s Word is still
there; to comfort us, to help us, to make us think and to help us grow. Each month, in the mail, you will
receive the lessons for the weeks ahead and also some “thoughts to ponder” about those lessons. Study
and pray. Until we can once again meet together, this seems like a good solution.
If you would like to be part of this groups, please call the Church Office at 610-759-3090 ext. 100. We’d
love to add your name. Yes, some things have changed, but God’s Word and God’s Love are unchanging.

CHEMO BAGS

The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee is once again collecting items for Chemo Bags (a list of
suggested items is below). These gift bags are distributed to local hospitals. Members of our own
congregation have benefited from this drive. Collection bins will be in the Shepherd’s Room October
10th - 18th. Your contributions are greatly appreciated as they help to provide comfort and a touch
of home to patients going through chemo treatments.
Bottled water
Ginger tea
Green tea
Journal
Knit hat
Nail files
Pens
Peppermint tea
Puzzle books

Crystallized ginger
Healing lip balm
Lap blanket 50” x 60”
Sleep masks
Thick soft socks
Travel-size first aid kit
Travel-size hand & body creams
Travel-size hand sanitizer
Travel/purse size tissues

Colloidal oatmeal soap
Gentle toothpaste & mouthwash (Tom’s, Biotine)
Healthy, all-natural, organic preservative free treats
Mints, lemon drops, gum
Packets of instant soup
Prepaid phone calling or SMS gift card
Selection of notecards with pre-stamped envelopes
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The deadline for all submissions for the October 2020
issue of THE MESSENGER is:
Thursday, September 10th.

First Day of Autumn ~ September 22nd

KAYAKING AT LAKE NOCKAMIXON

Meet us at Tohickon Boat Launch, 1818-1898 Mountainview Dr., Quakertown, PA
(Google Address) on Sunday, September 27th after church at 12:00 PM. The bathrooms are open, but you might want to bring your own hand sanitizer. Please bring
your own lunch and chairs so we can social distance before going out on kayaks. If
you need to borrow a kayak, contact Gail Price at 610-704-8736 or Jackie Wolf at
484-544-1940. We look forward to seeing you.

Let’s Get Those Cards Out and Wish a Blessed
and Happy Birthday to Our Shut-In Friends
Celebrating This Month!
KATHYRYN MOYER

SHERWOOD ASHENFALDER

SHIRLEY TRUMAN

Whitehall Manor RM. A25
1177 6th St.
Whitehall, PA 18052

Morning Star Manor
306 Main St.
Pen Argyl, PA 18072

Heather Glen
415 Blue Barn Rd. Rm. 227
Allentown PA 18104

September 6th

September 13th

September 19th

DONA MARIE MORRISON

August 30th

Garden of Easton - Lockheed Unit
498 Washington St.
Easton, PA 18042
Dona’s birthday was accidentally left out of the August Messenger.

GRADUATE NEWS!
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT JAMIE E. BAAB graduated with from Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions on August 8th. She was awarded the Richard P. Nielsen Student Service Award which is the highest honor that the school awards. In addition she was awarded the Innovative Culture Award. Jamie is
the daughter of Dawn & James Baab and the granddaughter of Larry & Diana Lopresti. Congratulations
Jamie!
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It’s time for a new pictorial directory so round-up your family members!
Universal Church Directories will be on-site at St. John’s on October 8th and 9th from 2 PM – 8:30 PM
and on October 10th from 10 AM – 4:30 PM. There are several ways to schedule your appointment.
 Go on-line at www.ucdir.com
 Click on Photography Appointment Scheduling (on the right)
 Enter Church Code: PA878 / Password: photos
 Complete the information on the next page
 See Joyce Knecht before or after worship beginning the weekend of Sept. 12/13
 Call Rita Bergstrom at 610-365-2566
There is a full-page flyer insert in this edition of the Messenger. Please contact Joyce Knecht or Rita Bergstrom with any questions or for more information.
Anyone unable to come to the church to get their photo taken is welcome to send one in digitally to Office@StJohnsNaz.org. If you don’t have access to a computer, you can send your photo in to the Church
Office at 200 S. Broad St., Nazareth, PA 18064. Please notify the Church Office if you will be doing this so
that we can be on the look-out for your photo.
Each household that has their picture in the directory will receive a free directory. There will be a $15
charge if you opt to send your photo in. This fee will be waived for those parishioners who are on our shutin list.

Save the Date!
Saturday, October 3rd at 10 AM
BLESSINGS OF ALL ANIMALS
Will take place in the Miller parking lot.
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Correspondence

Scan this QR code for online giving from your smart phone, or
visit our website at www.stjohnsnaz.org.

Each month in your offering envelopes, you will find a “Special Projects” envelope. These particular
gifts are designated each month to benefit those in need or to support a need within our church.
SEPTEMBER SPECIAL OFFERING: ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS
This month our special offering envelopes benefit the Engineers Without Borders – Lehigh Valley Professionals Chapter. Engineers Without Borders supports community-driven development programs
worldwide by collaborating with local partners to design and implement sustainable engineering projects,
while creating responsible leaders. For more information, please contact St. John’s member and EWB-LVP
member Sean Dooley at 610-657-7420 or d4dooley@hotmail.com.
September is once again UNDERWEAR DRIVE FOR APPALACHIA. Donations
will be accepted from Sept. 1st to the 30th with the mailing to West Virginia
shortly after that. Articles needed are pull-ups for toddlers, underpants up to
size 4x, boys, girls, men's and women's. Donation box will be in the Fellowship
Hall. School is starting so let's give these families a helping hand! Keep an angel on your shoulder as you
generously share what we all take for granted! Thanks!!
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The Nazareth Area Food Bank has resumed the distribution of food and other essential
items to their clients and they need to replenish their supply of the items listed below, but
they welcome any other items you would like to donate. Your continued generosity is
greatly appreciated. THANK YOU!!
Food Bank Weekend September 29th & 30th: one dish meals, canned yams, canned
veggies, canned fruit

Love-A-Lot Nursery School
Love-A-Lot teachers have cautiously prepared for a fun and exciting school year. Though we’ve had to make
some modifications to our traditional first weeks of school, we are kicking up the entertainment a notch and
welcoming our new and returning students with open arms!
Our theme for September is All About Me and My School. Teachers will spend time getting to know our
kiddos better, and the children will spend time getting to know their school and (masked) teachers. We will
play games, sing songs, make crafts, and pretend together, all while practicing classroom rules, and being caring, sharing friends.
If you are interested in enrolling your child in our Preschool or Pre-K program, please contact us directly for
more information. Registration will open in the beginning of October for the 2021-2022 school year! For
more information, please contact the school by phone (484-293-0720) or email
(LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com).

NEWS FROM THE DAYCARE ~ SEPTEMBER 2020
We are so sorry to say goodbye to summer. This past summer has been full of fun and
memories. We are excited to welcome in the new school year. We will be offering
school age children a safe place to learn. Children who are doing cyber and the hybrid
option are welcome to join us. We will be helping children learn each day. Our preschool students are excited to start their new school year and are ready to learn.

Volunteers are needed to help fold The Messenger.
If you would like to help, please contact the Church Office
610-759-3090 ext. 100 or office@stjohnsnaz.org.

May the coming year be one of increased riches of grace hearing His voice more clearly,
knowing His heart more deeply,
resting in His love more fully,
trusting His care more completely,
waling His pathway more peacefully,
knowing His presence more intimately,
blessed by His goodness more abundantly.
- Roy Lessin, www.meetmeinthemeadow.com
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I

t’s that time of the year when young people are off to college to
pursue higher academics while continuing to develop into young adults. The
Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee recognizes the importance of reaching out to the older youth
of our church. Because of living away from home on a college campus or new schedules because
of career fields, it is important to gently remind our youth of their connection to their church home.
The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee continues to support them by maintaining contact with
those high school students who have graduated and are pursuing higher education or who are
starting in new career fields. We are continuing the program in which mailings are sent to these
young people to let them know that we care about them and are keeping them in our hearts and
prayers.
We invite you to submit the name and address of those in college so we may include
them in this program. If you have any questions, contact Joyce Wallace from the Evangelism/
Social Ministry Committee. Please return forms to the Church Office or to the Evangelism/Social
Ministry mailbox.
Name: ____________________________________________ Birthday: _____________________

Please Check One:
____ Is now working locally

____

Is now working away from the area

____ Is now at college locally

____

Is now at college away from the area

Name of College Attending: __________________________________________________________
Address (at school, has moved out from home, or if working away from the area):
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________
Submitted by: ________________________________________
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SAINT JOHN’S 2020 STAFF, COMMITTEE & VOLUNTEER LIST
CONTACT US. . .
200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth, PA
Church Office: 610-759-3090 *(see church extensions below)
Fax: 610-759-3719 E-Mail: office@stjohnsnaz.org Website: www.stjohnsnaz.org
CHURCH STAFF

EMAIL ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EXT. #
(Church ph.)

Senior Pastor: Rev. Scott A. Hall

prhall@stjohnsnaz.org

412-656-6436

x103

Minister of Music: Rev. Janice I. Butz

jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org

610-882-9388

x105

Director of Youth & Family Ministries:
Jaime L. Taylor

jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x107

Assist. Organist/Choir Director:
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd

pkidd@stjohnsnaz.org

610-867-1330

x104

Parish Administrative Assistant:
Linda Kasmakites
Parish Financial Secretary:
Bonnie Mertz

office@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x100

finance@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x102

Property Manager: Dean Brodt

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x111

Sextons: Dean Brodt, Ray Wolfe, Jr.,
Tony Petrillo

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x111

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

CONTACT PERSON

Church Council President

Jackie Wolf

484-544-1940

Church Council Vice-President

Greg Leh

267-222-2227

Church Council Secretary

Jerry Lewis

610-657-3961

Church Council Recording Secretary

Joyce Wallace

610-330-9113

Columbarium
Day Care

Jackie Wolf
Rita Bergstrom

YEO Endowment
Evangelism/Social Ministry

Stephen Bajan II, Craig Dally
Christine Garrison, Jackie Wolf

Finance
Helping Hands
Love-A-Lot Nursery School

Steven Bajan II, Craig Dally
Gail Price, Jackie Wolf
Christina Brodt

Personnel
Property

Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Greg Leh, Jackie Wolf

Stewardship
Sunday School

Jerry Lewis
Michelle Seaton

Worship & Music
Youth Representative

Chris Andrews, Christina Brodt
Crystal Koch
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VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF

CONTACT PERSON AND TELEPHONE

Altar Flower Sponsors
Altar Guild
Building Trust Fund
Bulletin Sponsors
CD Ministry Sponsors
YEO Endowment

Church Office
Jocelyn Starner
Jeff Daniels (Special appt.)
Church Office
Church Office
Scott Himler (Special appt.)

610-759-3090
610-759-3205

Greeters Schedule
Helping Hands

Maryellen Werkheiser
Gail Price
Keith Shook
Susan Kelly
Christina Brodt

610-759-5191
610-704-8736
610-759-0594
610-746-2231
610-653-0358

Katherine Von Bora Society
Lectors Schedule

610-759-3090
610-759-3090

Andrea Miller, Director
484-293-0720
LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com
Jaime Taylor
610-509-8288

Love-A-Lot Nursery School
Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up)

Lois Davis
lo.huthie@yahoo.com
Betty Laubach
Nazareth.stjohns@gmail.com

Media Ministry
Prayer Chain
St. John’s Day Care

Lois Davis, Superintendent
lo.huthie@yahoo.com
Christina Brodt
Joyce Wallace

Sunday School Committee
Ushers Schedule
Women of the ELCA (WELCA)

610-504-1635
610-759-0225
610-759-4999
610-504-1635
610-653-0358
610-330-9113

O God of heaven and earth, who’s bigger than nations
and factions, be with us as we live through times of terror, despair and danger. Be the strength of people
who’ve been touched personally by disaster. Come
with healing to those who are injured. Be the eternal
rest of those who’ve died. Be the energy, compassion
and fortitude of those who must pick through the
wreckage. Grant our leaders courage and a double portion of your wisdom. The day of universal fellowship
seems farther off than ever, O God, but help us not
despair of trying to accomplish it. Strengthen our faith.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
(Beginning the week of September 14th)
Monday - Friday
8 AM - 3 PM
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 7th for the Labor Day Holiday.
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Have a Safe & Happy Labor Day!
From the Staff at St. John’s:
Pastor Hall, Pastor Butz,
Jaime, Deacon Patrice
Linda, Bonnie, Dean, Ray & Tony
The Church Office will be CLOSED
on Monday, September 7th in
observance of the Labor Day.

“The Messenger” is published monthly, with the exception of the combined July/August issue. Some content for this
newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2015 by Communication Resources. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE WHEN…
A member of your family is admitted to the hospital
A member of your family is no longer physically able to attend worship
You move so we can update your address and/or phone number
When a member of your family leaves home for college, military service, or to establish a new residence
When either your home or cell phone number or email is changed
When a member of your family changes their name and/or marital status
When a new baby arrives in your family
When you feel the church can assist you in any way
You would like to request a visit from the Pastor
Someone needs to be added or removed from the prayer list

610-759-3090 ext. 100 or office@stjohnsnaz.org

SEPTEMBER 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

Available Meeting Areas:
Fellowship Hall Area #1
Fellowship Hall Area #2
Shepherd’s Room
Outside





6

7
LABOR DAY
CHURCH OFFICE &
DAYCARE CLOSED

9:00 AM Worship w/HC in the
Church Parking Lot
(weather permitting)
Also available on Facebook & St.
John’s Website

13 RALLLY DAY
BLANKET WEEKEND
9:00 AM Worship w/HC in the
Church Parking Lot
(weather permitting)
Also available on Facebook & St.
John’s Website
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TUESDAY
2

9:00 AM Ladies Aid

6:00 PM SHYG (Outside)
7:30 PM NA (FH2)

8

9

DEADLINE FOR
HANDMADE MASKS

6:00 PM SHYG (Outside)
9:00 AM Ladies Aid
7:30 PM NA (FH2)
6:30 PM Property (FH1)
6:30 PM Evangelism/Social
Ministry (SR)
7:00 PM Naz. Women’s Club
(FH2)
15

LAL 1st Day of School (4 yo) LAL 1st Day of School (3 yo)

7:00 Day Care Bd.

9:15 AM Rally Day Event
(Virtually)
10:30 AM Confirmation
20 BLANKET WEEKEND

21

9:00 AM Worship w/HC in the
Church Parking Lot
(weather permitting)
Also available on Facebook & St.
John’s Website

7:00 PM Finance (FH2)
8:00 PM Endowment (FH2)

WEDNESDAY

1

9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM JAM Sessions
Orientation
6:00 PM Sunday School Bd
(FH2)
6:30 PM Worship & Music
(SR)
7:00 PM Helping Hands
(FH1)

16 COUNCIL REPORTS
DUE

THURSDAY
3

FOOD BANK
WEEKEND

9:00 AM Worship w/HC in the
Church Parking Lot
(weather permitting)
Also available on Facebook & St.
John’s Website
9:15 AM Sunday School (Virtually)
12:00 PM Kayaking at Lake
Nockamixon

28

SATURDAY
5
5:30 PM Worship Service via
St. John’s Website

10 ARTICLES DUE FOR 11
PATRIOT DAY
OCT. MESSENGER
LAL Teachers in for Cleaning
LAL Teachers in for Cleaning

17

12 BLANKET WEEKEND

5:30 PM Worship w/HC
in the Nave & livstreamed
on YouTube & Facebook

6:30 PM Chancel Choir
(Outside)

18

19 BLANKET WEEKEND

5:00 – 6:00 PM Sunday School 12:00 – 1:00 PM Sunday School 9:00 – 10:00 AM Sunday School
5:00 PM Chalice Choir
Supply Pickup in Lobby
Supply Pickup in Lobby
Supply Pickup in Lobby
Orientation
6:15 PM SHYG (Outside)
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
6:15 PM First HC Class (FH2)
in the Nave & livstreamed
6:15 PM Confirmation
on YouTube & Facebook
Orientation (FH2)
7:30 PM NA (FH2)

22

23

24

9:00 AM Ladies Aid

6:15 PM SHYG (Outside)
6:15 PM First HC Class (FH2) 6:30 PM NLV Mission District
7:30 PM NA (FH2)
Pre-Assembly Meeting (Zoom)
7:30 PM Church Council (SR)

9:15 AM Sunday School (Virtually)
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FRIDAY
4

29

30

9:00 AM Ladies Aid

6:15 PM SHYG (Outside)
6:15 PM First HC Class (FH2)
7:30 PM NA (FH2)

Underwear for Appalachia
Collection Sept. 1 – 30
Donation Box located in
Fellowship Hall
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26

FOOD BANK
WEEKEND

5:30 PM Worship w/HC
in the Nave & livstreamed
on YouTube & Facebook

