10

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the
test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals,
that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the
young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two
kings you are in dread will be deserted. (Isaiah 7:10-16 NRSV)
In the passage from Isaiah above, God has told King Ahaz, who and all Jerusalem with him lays under siege, to
ask for a sign from God. Ahaz feigns piety and refuses. God offers a sign anyway: a young woman will give
birth to a son and name him Immanuel. In Hebrew the name means “God is with us.” God was indeed with
them. The captive city was freed.
In the gospel of Matthew, a longing for Immanuel, God with us, is remembered as Joseph dreams of an angel
that tells him to take Mary as his wife and to name the child conceived from the Holy Spirit Jesus, God saves.
Through Jesus the prophecy is fulfilled again for all people. God is indeed with us and God indeed saves.
During the season of Advent, we will be using the hymn, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. The words of this hymn
are the ancient O Antiphons traditionally prayed since the sixth century on each of the last days of Advent
(December 17 through 23). Each verse begins with the vocative “O” and images used for Christ found in
scripture. These prayers are filled with deep longing for salvation, wisdom, freedom, healing, and renewal. They
speak to the deepest needs of the human condition.
O come, O Wisdom from on
high, embracing all things far and
nigh: in strength and beauty come
and stay; teach us your will and
guide our way.
O come, O come, O Lord of
might, as to your tribes on Sinai's
height in ancient times you gave
the law in cloud, and majesty, and
awe.
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan's tyranny;

from depths of hell your people
save, and give them vict'ry o'er the
grave.
O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on
high, and close the path to misery
O come, O Dayspring, come and
cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw
near. Disperse the gloomy clouds
of night, and death's dark shadow
put to flight.

O come, O King of nations,
come, O Cornerstone that binds in
one: refresh the hearts that long
for you; restore the broken, make
us new.
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710;
tr. Composite Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

December has come, and Pennsylvania has been living with the effects of the pandemic for nine months, long
enough for a baby to be born. We may still have a long way to go, but we can pray with confidence and rejoice that God is with us. Emmanuel will come in love, joy, peace, and hope as the babe in the manger and in
our hearts. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
May you all have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas!
Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Scott
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PASTORAL ACTS

We rejoice that those listed below have been liberated from sin
and death by being joined in the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ through the sacrament of Holy Baptism in the
months of November 2020:

We extend our heartfelt Christian sympathy to the families and friends of the following member and friend of
Saint John’s who passed into eternal life in November
2020:
RICHARD P. STEINER
Sunday, November 1, 2020

TORI MAY ROBINSON
Daughter of Toric & Lynda (Hicks) Robinson
Born: April 11, 2020
Baptized: November 7, 2020

ROBERT L. BRODT
Saturday, November 7, 2020

NEW MEMBER & BAPTISM CLASSES
For information about becoming a Member of St.
John’s or to schedule a Baptism, please call the
Church Office at 610-759-3090 ext. 100.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!
From the Staff at St. John’s:

OFFICE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Pastor Scott
Janice
Jaime
Deacon Patrice
Bonnie & Linda
Dean, Ray & Tony

The Church Office will be CLOSED on

Thursday, Dec. 24th, & Friday, Dec.
25th. The Church Office will close at
12:00 Noon on Thursday, Dec. 31st and
all day on Friday, January 1st.

Christopher deForest Elected as New Bishop
Pastor Christopher deForest has been elected bishop of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod. He will be
the fifth bishop of our synod, and his term of office begins on January 1, 2021.
Chris is pastor at Trinity, Kutztown. Ordained in 2011, he served at St. John, Mahoning (Lehighton) until
2018. Previous to entering the Ministry of Word and Sacrament, Chris worked as a video creative specialist for Tupperware; a Director of Communications for PartyLite; Interim Executive Director of the Haitian
Timoun Foundation, Littleton, CO; and Admissions Advisor for Wartburg Seminary.
We ask your prayers for our newly elected bishop as he works to discern the nature and implications of
his call; and for Bishop Zeiser and his wife, Linda, as they seek to live out the ministry of their daily life in
retirement.
Because of COVID-19 safety concerns, Bishop-Elect deForest will be installed at a future date. Please visit
the synod website at godslove.org for updates.
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We appreciate this chance, during this busy season, to abide in your presence, heavenly Father. May our offerings of
praise and worship — as well as of money and time — be pleasing to you. If people here today are putting on a happy face for the season but feeling sad inside, help them sense your comforting Spirit. As the year comes to an end,
Eternal God, help us let go of the past and follow you into the future. In Jesus Name, Amen.
Dec. 5 - 6

Second Sunday of Advent / Holy Communion at all services

Dec. 12 - 13

Third Sunday of Advent

Dec. 19 - 20

Fourth Sunday of Advent / Holy Communion at all services
Sunday School Special Christmas Story video online on Sunday at 9:15 a.m.

Dec. 26 - 27

First Sunday after Christmas / Food Bank Weekend
Please see pg. 4 for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve worship information.

“When God wants to speak and deal with us,” said Martin Luther, “he does not avail himself of an angel but of parents, or the
pastor, or of our neighbor.” Never underestimate how powerfully God can use you in the life of a child, a church member, a
friend or a stranger.
The Hebrew word for angel also means “messenger.” You may be specially chosen to deliver to someone the message of God’s
love or guidance. Listen intently for what God would have you share with others, then do so faithfully and caringly.

At Christmas, shivers in the spine have nothing to do with climate. Songs are sung not with the lips but with the
heart. And light comes not from utilities but from the heavens. —Author unknown
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Christmas Eve Worship
Candles flicker throughout the nave. The story of our Savior’s birth has just been proclaimed from the
Gospel. The music begins, and we join together in song:

“Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar; heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!”
It is a moment filled with awe and joy as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, who came to bring us the
light of God’s eternal love. Our worship that night through the beauty of the decorated nave, the music,
the sermon, and the candlelight reflects the most precious gift of God’s only Son, who has come into the
world for our salvation.
Prerecorded Christmas Eve Service to Premier at 5:00 pm
This year we are unable to gather in the nave, but we will worship together virtually through a prerecorded
service that will premiere at 5:00 p.m. on December 24 on our Facebook Page, YouTube Channel, and
website.
The service will include the beauty of the decorated nave, our traditional Christmas carols, lighting of the
Christ candle, reading of the nativity story, and a Christmas message. Special music will be shared by vocalists, handbells, violin, harp, and instrumentalists. The service will remain available through St. John’s Facebook Page, YouTube Channel, and website for you to view and worship at your convenience throughout
the Christmas season.
Candlelit Outdoor Reading of the Christmas Story 7:00 and 8:00 pm
Join us at 7 or 8 pm under the beauty of the Nativity Window on Prospect St. where we will have prayer,
read the Christmas story from the Gospel of Luke, candle lighting (BRING YOUR OWN CANDLE), and
be led in Silent Night, Holy Night. The worship will last 15 minutes. Masks and physical distancing required.
Christmas Eve Children’s Message
On Christmas Eve, look for a special prerecorded children’s message that will delight children of all ages.
This will be posted to our Facebook Page, YouTube Channel, and website. There will be puppets, of
course!
Christmas Eve Bulletin, Candlesticks, Candles for the Home
To help make this service feel more connected, the youth of St. John’s will be decorating candlesticks to
give out to church families. When it comes time for the passing of the light in the service, families and individuals can light their candle from the youth and know that we are all still together as a church family.
Pick up times for the candlesticks, candles, and Christmas Eve bulletins will be on Sunday, December 20
from 8 am -11:30 am and Monday - Wednesday, December 21-23 directly in the Church Office entryway
all day/evening long. Make sure you mark your calendars to pick up this little piece of St. John’s to have at
home with you this Christmas!

There will be no New Year’s Eve Worship this year. Instead look for a brief devotion from
Pastor Scott on our Facebook Page,YouTube Channel, or website.
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Grace Notes
It was always her favorite part of the Christmas Eve

lamp, keep me burning” change slightly in the verses
that follow—“give me joy in my heart, keep me praising,” “give me peace in my heart, keep me loving,”
and finally “give me love in my heart, keep me serving.” These simple words just might express the
true significance of the Christmas season. That is,
Christ came to earth to bring us light, joy, peace and
love. May each of us receive his light and use it to
offer praise to God, as well as love and service to our
fellow human beings and companions on our journey.

service. The Christ candle is lit, the confirmands carry the light into the congregation, and gradually the
nave becomes filled with the glimmer of candlelight
everywhere. Gazing out into the congregation, she
slightly crosses her eyes and suddenly sees everything
doubled—twice the beauty of light! It is a stunning
moment when the candles illumine the nave with the
glorious splendor of the light of Christ. With candles
held and voices raised, the congregation sings the
poignant strains of Silent Night, Holy Night and Christmas breaks into the darkness.

Perhaps our beloved rituals, as lovely and sacred as
they are to all of us, are not really what Christmas is
all about in the first place. Christmas is God breaking
into our darkness, refusing to leave us alone in this
wilderness of life. And with the cry of a vulnerable
baby, Christmas is God calling us to step out into our
neighborhoods and to offer those around us love,
hope, and the reminder that we are not alone. Maybe
this year, in these strange and somewhat isolated
times when we are deprived of some of our cherished traditions, we will truly understand the deepest
meaning of this holy season. Christmas blessings to
all!

Unfortunately, the reality of this year’s pandemic
means that we won’t be packed into the nave lifting
our voices together in the singing of our favorite carols, cracking glow sticks, or lighting candles. Instead,
Christmas Eve will be celebrated in our homes, much
as worship took place in the early Christian church
and long before church edifices had been built. Our
beloved Christmas Eve traditions may seem to be
stripped away, but still the message remains the
same—the light of Christ has overcome the darkness
and fills the world with hope and peace, with love
and joy.

Grace and peace,
Rev. Janice I. Butz, Minister of Music

In early November, our Music, Art, and Drama Camp
children shared in drama and song the gospel story of
the wise and foolish maidens. As the maidens prepared for the wedding banquet and waited for the
arrival of the bridegroom, they brought with them
lanterns to guide them through the darkness of the
night. Sadly, some of the maidens didn’t bring any
extra oil and the light was extinguished in their lanterns. Those prepared with extra oil kept their
lamps burning brightly as they safely made their way
to the wedding feast.
Not only did the M.A.D. Camp children re-enact the
story, but they also shared motions to the familiar
children’s song Give Me Oil in My Lamp. The words of
the song convey a wonderful and straightforward
message about carrying the light of Christ inside each
of us. The lyrics of the first verse “give me oil in my
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A Message from the
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
The holiday season is among us! This year, the holidays will surely look and feel different… they will at St.
John’s, too. This year, our Christmas Eve service will be live-streamed.
To help make this service feel more connected, the youth of St. John’s will be decorating candlesticks to give
out to church families. When it comes time for the passing of the light in the service, families and individuals
can light their candle from the youth and know that we are all still together as a church family.
Pick ups for the candlesticks/candles will be on Sunday, December 20 from 8 am -11:30 am and Monday Wednesday, December 21-23 directly in the Church Office entryway all day/evening long. Make sure you mark
your calendars to pick up this little piece of St. John’s to have at home with you this Christmas!
In our own families, some traditions may be broken, but new ones may begin. The reason for celebrating still
remains. However your celebrations look this year, I wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Blessings,
Jaime L. Taylor
Director of Youth & Family Ministries

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church will hold our Annual Congregational Meeting
on Sunday, January 31, 2021 in the Fellowship Hall, immediately following the 10:30
a.m. service. ALL members of St. John’s are invited to attend. Youth in the Confirmation Classes and their parents are strongly encouraged to attend, as well as
those who have been recently confirmed. As a member of St. John’s, your input
and support for the many concerns of the Church are encouraged. Plan to attend
for the fellowship and the business to be conducted. (The meeting will begin at approximately
11:30 a.m.). We will have a virtual option for members to attend as well. Details to follow.

IMPORTANT NOTE: The cut-off date for all donations and contributions for the year 2020 is
Thursday, December 31st at Noon. Anything received after Noon will be credited to 2021.

Received in the month of October 2020:
BRIAN ANTHONY
Glen & Shirley Anthony; Ray Jr., David & Pam Lieberman;
James & Shirley Hahn; David & Marie Reiner
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Thank you everyone for your contributions to the Chemo Bag collection. Because of your overwhelming generosity, we collected three
times the amount we did last year.
God bless you!
The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee.

The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee sends a heartfelt Thank You
to everyone who gave so generously
to this year’s Ingathering and the
Mitten Tree. Your kind donations
will help to make those in need feel loved and
warm. Blessings to all!
Also, we would like to shout out a huge "Thank
You" to all who donated the beautiful hand-made
mittens, scarfs, and hats. Your talent, loyalty and big
heartedness are greatly appreciated.

Thank You to our caring congregation
for remembering those who serve our
country with our prayers and our boxes from home.
Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee
PACKING BOXES FOR THE MILITARY:
Due to the pandemic, members of the Evangelism/
Social Ministry Committee will be
packing the boxes for the Military
from their homes on December 2nd.

REMINDER: ALL Annual
Reports are due in the Church
Office by end of day Friday,
January 8th!

The deadline for all submissions for the January 2021
issue of THE MESSENGER is:
Thursday, December 10th.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SPECIAL CHRISTMAS STORY
Please join Sunday School online on Sunday, December 20, 2020 @ 9:15 AM for a Special
Christmas Story video entitled The Christmas Story performed by Sunday School teachers on
any of the below sites:
• St. John’s website: https://www.stjohnsnaz.org
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsnaz
• or YouTube: St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Nazareth

All are welcome to experience this special Christmas message during this year’s holiday season. Enjoy!! St. John’s Lutheran Sunday School Department
The Nazareth Area Food Bank needs to replenish its supply of the items listed below, but
we welcome any other items you would like to donate. Thank you for your continued
generosity.

FOOD BANK WEEKENDS:
December 26th & 27th
one-dish meals, cereal, canned tuna & chicken, canned veggies, soup,
toothbrushes & toothpaste

7

Let’s Get Those Cards Out and Wish a Blessed
and Happy Birthday to Our Shut-In Friends
Celebrating This Month!
CHARLES WAGNER

December 1st

MHS - Morning Star 2201
175 W. North St.
Nazareth, PA 18064
MARY MERTZ

December 14th

MHS - 1026
175 W. North St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

RENATE KAY

December 20th

Manor Care Old Orchard
Rm. 139B
4100 Freemansburg Ave.
Easton, PA 18045

CONNIE LICHTENWALNER

December 26th

5526 Grace Ave.
Bethlehem, PA 18017

St. John’s Day Care News - December 2020/January 2021

Our children are enjoying the Holiday season. With some delicious food from the school district and a lot
of smiles and love. We want to again thank everyone for having opening arms and allowing us to teach the
children no matter what happens. The children are all excited for our digital Christmas program this year so
we can still celebrate the season safely. We wish you all a blessed Christmas season and a very happy new
year.

Love-A-Lot Nursery School

As we head into December, our yearly plans are once again evolving and changing. Luckily, we teach
preschoolers, so we are used to changing plans at the drop of a dime! Love-A-Lot teachers are keeping
busy by planning for both in-person instruction AND virtual instruction, so we are ready for whatever
December and January (and beyond!) bring us.
In December, we are keeping with our tradition of celebrating Christmas for the whole month of December!
Our kiddos will create adorable Christmas crafts (and keepsakes), sing fun Christmas songs and fingerplays,
and read classic Christmas books. We will have our annual Polar Express day, which means wearing pajamas,
eating cookies, and reading the book, “The Polar Express.” We will end our month with a little Christmas
concert, to showcase the fun songs we learn through the month.
In the beginning of January, we will focus on all aspects of the chilly season - Winter and snowmen and snowflakes, oh, MY! In the second half of the month, we will start our new kid AND teacher favorite: SPACE!
When we learn about outer space, we learn about planets, the sun, the moon, stars, and constellations. The
kiddos have fun using watercolor paint to create planets, stickers to make their own constellations, and paint
to create their own sun. January is a busy and FUN time!
Our preschool class (3 & 4 year old’s) meets Tuesday/Thursday from 9am - 11:30am. Our Pre-K class meets
Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 9am-12pm, with an optional lunch bunch that extends the day from 12pm 1pm. If you are interested in registering your child in Love-A-Lot Nursery School next September,
Please call (484)-293-0720 or email LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com.
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Stewardship - The Generosity Project
Growing in God's Grace, Generation to Generation
What a delight is was to watch the Mad Camp children singing and performing the abbreviated version of
their musical play on Nov 7th, during Bishop Zeiser's visit. Their enthusiasm was just as energized as if
they were all on stage in Fellowship Hall performing and we were there to cheer them on. The goal was
for the Congregation in the Church and at home to experience the multi age interaction with the children, and the opportunity for all to engage at some level with the message of the story.
Actually the whole church service was in tune with the ELCA "Generosity Project" approach to stewardship, which crosses all generations and focuses on equipping households with the tools to grow leaders in
the Church! While we couldn't see the congregation in the online version, I'm confident there were parents and grandparents there to support the children and experience the generations of support.
On one level we had the children learning what it means to be a Christian and a member of the St. John's
faith community. On a second level was our own Pastor Hall, who was called to St. John's to guide us in
our Christian lives and lead us in our worship services and the operation of St. John's. And finally, our
own beloved Bishop Samuel Zeiser, who is finishing his final call as elected Bishop of the Northeast PA
Synod. Think about it...3 generations on one stage!
Bishop Zeiser and Pastor Hall, and the Pastors before them, have provided us with strong leadership in
the Guiding Principles of the Generosity Project, which are:
1) God's Story in Jesus shapes our lives, our identity and our daily decisions.
2) All ages have the ability to be generous as God's stewards.
3) Generosity is best practiced and formed in our households, supported by the community of
family and faith with all generations.
4) Faith is nurtured and a climate of trust developed when values and finances are discussed between generations.
5) Generosity is essential, as the vital, daily expression and practice of Christian faith.
Out of these Guiding Principles, we are encouraged to formulate the following GOALS
Grow as an individual, household and congregational culture in the spirit of sharing and giving.
1) Recognize God's grace and generosity through cross generational interactions and discussions.
2) Practice generosity and mature as Christ's disciples and God's faithful stewards.
3) Celebrate God's Story of Generosity, locally and globally. What do we do and where do we
do it? What else could we be doing?
4) Sing, Pray, Practice, Move, Laugh, Learn and Worship together!
On our faith journey, as we embrace our stewardship, may we grow in the recognition that:
We are God's Creations, growing in God's Grace for Generation to Generation!

Average weekend worship attendance in October
In person: 122
On-line: 281
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It’s not too late to submit your pledge card that you received during the Stewardship Pledge Drive
in November. There is also a pledge card for 2021, in your quarterly giving envelopes. In addition
to assisting the Finance Committee in managing the expenses of the church, a pledge represents
your individual commitment to St. John’s and its ministries.

ELECTRONIC GIVING
Electronic contributions are a convenient and reliable way to fulfill your financial commitment to St. John’s. This
is the most cost-efficient method of giving. It also helps maintain a predictable cash flow. With automatic contributions you can reinforce your commitment to give to God first, before anything else. One easy step guarantees that the church will receive your gifts on a regular basis, even if you are out of town. Electronic giving options include:

Online Bill Pay

Choose to send the church a check electronically through your bank’s bill pay service. You control when checks are sent.

Automatic Deduction: Simply Giving
The Simply Giving® Program endorsed by Thrivent Financial Bank is a program that permits authorized automatic deductions from your bank account. You select the amount and the schedule for the deductions. Monies are then automatically
transferred to the church. To enroll in the “Simply Giving” program, you need only to complete an Authorization Agreement
for Automatic Deduction form, available through the Church Office.

Online Giving
Simply scan this QR code with your smart phone or go to our website, www.stjohnsnaz.org, and click
on the “Online Giving” tab. A link will redirect you to St. John’s secure online giving portal. You
may make a one-time donation using your credit or debit card, and/or create a profile for recurring
donations.
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THE COLUMBARIUM AT ST. JOHN’S
As the years pass, cremation is being selected more frequently as a means to preserve one’s remains. A
primary reason may be the expense of a traditional burial which can be anywhere from $8,000 to $10,000
or more.
St. John’s has two columbariums outside the Shepherd’s Room. This location provides a quiet, respectful
location for one’s final resting place. Each niche has room for two urns and prices for a niche begin at
$999. This fee includes internment fees, the cost of the urn(s), and engraving.
For information, please contact Dean Brodt at 484-515-8016 or the Church Office at 610-759-3090 ext.
100.

Seasonal Decorations Dedications
If you would like to contribute to the cost of Seasonal Decorations, including Poinsettias in the nave
for the Christmas season, please complete the form below and place it in the offering plate or return
to the Church Office. The cost is $12.00 per dedication. Money must accompany the sponsor form
and must be in the Church Office no later than Monday, December 7, 2020. No sponsor forms after this date, please. Make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church
and please put “Seasonal Decorations” in the memo line.

PLEASE NOTE: ALL poinsettias will be given to our shut-in members.
Your Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________
Number of Dedications (at $12.00 each) _____________

Total Amount Enclosed ____________

Please PRINT clearly.
Check One
In
In
Honor Memory

DEDICATED TO
(Please PRINT the dedication as you
want it to appear in the bulletin)
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DEDICATED BY (FROM)

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES HIGHLIGHTS - Sept. 23, 2020
MINUTES: The Minutes of the Aug. 5, 2020 meeting 3. Church contributions will be $3500 for July/Aug.
were reviewed and approved as written. Motion by:
and $4500 for Sept. 2020.
Chris Andrews. 2nd – Christine Garrison – Motion
ENDOWMENT: Stephen Bajan, II reported:
passed.
1. Pastor Hall suggested a program explaining Estate
PASTOR SCOTT HALL’S REPORT: Complete
Planning and donating to the Church through wills
as written, including:
be presented. Stephen Bajan, II will coordinate
1. The Confirmation classes met on Sept.16 to go
this program.
over expectations for the students and to begin
EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: Christine
First Communion Classes. The Level 2 class will
Garrison reported:
have 7 students. I am anticipating 12 students for
1. Oct. 10 – Oct. 18 = Chemo Bags. Info is in the
Level 1.
Messenger. Barbara Sandbrook is taking care of
2. Sat. indoor worship went well with about 40 peosetting up a display and will get collection boxes
ple in attendance. Sun. morning service will begin
set up.
on Oct. 4 at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. A 9:15 a.m.
2. Blessing of Animals will be held Oct. 3
outdoor worship service will continue with a spoken liturgy.
HELPING HANDS: Gail Price reported:
1. Did a lot of repairs around the church.
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written, including:
LOVE-A-LOT: Christina Brodt reported:
1. Aug. 10 -14, 2020 – M.A.D. Camp took place in
1. Combined 3 and 4 year old classes with a monthly
tuition.
the Fellowship Hall. We had 10 children and 5
helpers. Although it was a disappointment that we
LUTHER LEAGUE: Crystal Koch reported:
weren’t able to put on a complete musical, I
1. Oct. 7 – Mini Golf
thought it was still a worthwhile and a fun week
2. Supply Collection for Third St. Alliance in January:
for the children.
Motion by: Gail Price, 2nd – Chris Andrews. Mo2. Although our children’s choirs won’t be singing
tion passed.
this year, I still hope to provide a musical experi3. SHYG requested permission to have a portable
ence for them through our Orff and percussion
fire pit outside for when the weather gets colder.
instruments.
Approved.
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISPROPERTY: Jackie Wolf reported:
TRIES REPORT: Jaime Taylor reported:
1. WiFi - Chris Andrews reported. The project is
1. Sept. 13 – Rally Day. I edited and posted the vidoperational and nearly complete.
eo that was used with thanks for help from Pastor
Scott, Janice Butz, Sunday School teachers, youth, STEWARDSHIP: Jerry Lewis reported:
1. Nov. 8 = MAD Camp Presentation; Nov. 14 and parents.
Nov. 15 = Stewardship Weekend; Nov. 21 – 22 =
2. Sept. 17 – 19 – Sunday School supply pick up was
Blessing of Commitment Cards
held. Thank you to Lois Davis and Jillian Schaible
2. Diana wrote two articles the Messenger. Pastor
for putting the bags together. Virtual Sunday
Hall will write the Stewardship letter and have it
School began on Sept. 20th.
ready by early October.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Michele Seaton reported:
FINANCE: Stephen Bajan II reported:
1. Everything is now on-line.
1. Pastor Hall said he signed the bid for the repointing of the parsonage.
WORSHIP & MUSIC: Chris Andrews and
2. The Budget process will begin soon.
Christina Brodt reported:
1. Working on upcoming special services.
DAY CARE: Rita Bergstrom reported:
1. Enrollment is now 140.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
2. Kendra Schessler will sign up for a lunch program
1. Safety Task Force – Jackie Wolf reported that this
for the children offered through the NASD.
continues to be a long process.
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(Cont’d. from pg. 12)

NEW BUSINESS:
Council President Jackie Wolf declared the meeting
1. Need Council Nominations for November – Vot- adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
ing will be Nov. 21-22. Process was discussed.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Building Use Requests: 1. Rhonda Rymon (Alcoholics Anonymous) requesting indoor meeting space. Motion by: Stephen
Bajan,II to accommodate request on a trial basis.
2nd – Gail Price. Motion passed.
2. Andrea Miller (Girl Scout Troop 08444) requesting indoor meeting space. Motion by: Rita Bergstrom. 2nd Michele Seaton. Motion passed.

Next Meeting = Wed. Oct. 28 @ 7:30 p.m.
Next Devotions = Michele Seaton
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Wallace, Recording Secretary

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES HIGHLIGHTS - Oct. 28, 2020
MINUTES: The Minutes of the Sept. 23, 2020 meet- COMMITTEE REPORTS
ing were reviewed and approved as written. Motion FINANCE: Stephen Bajan II reported:
by: Christine Garrison. 2nd – Michele Seaton – Mo- 1. Pastor Hall gave Patrice Kidd permission to get 8
tion passed.
smaller tables for the Bell Choir. It will be paid
out of the Memorial Account.
PASTOR SCOTT HALL’S REPORT: Complete
as written, including:
DAY CARE: Rita Bergstrom & Joyce Knecht
1. Our indoor services are going well. About 100
reported:
people in attendance over each weekend.
1. Day Care has received a Care Act grant of
2. I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Joyce
$43,000.
Knecht and Rita Bergstrom for all their work on
ENDOWMENT: Stephen Bajan, II reported:
the pictorial directory.
1. Pastor Hall requested $1,000 for the social work3. I would like to thank Joy Grim for coordinating
er of the Nazareth Ministerium. The members
the Blessing of the Animals event. Thank you to
approved this to come out of Outreach.
Dean Brodt for his roadside sign.
2. Pastor Hall was granted funds for professional staff
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as writto virtually attend Growing Young Seminar hosted
ten, including:
by Synod.
1. Oct. 10 – 11 – WELCA Thankoffering Service. A
Women’s Quartet provided special music at all 3 EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: Christine
Garrison & Jackie Wolf reported:
services.
2. Oct. 24 – Reformation Weekend – A small group 1. Support Our Troops – Nov. Collection. Joy Hemming will get info into The Messenger. Items will be
of children participated playing the Orff instrusent first week of December.
ments.
3. Nov. 7 – MAD Camp children will perform a short 2. Ingathering – Joy Hemming has purchased items
for Gracedale. Which is the institution that we
dramatic skit during the service.
were assigned.
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISHELPING HANDS: Gail Price reported:
TRIES REPORT: Jaime Taylor reported:
1. I attended a Zoom meeting with a small group of 1. Continue working around the church.
Synod Staff and members to prepare questions
LUTHER LEAGUE: Crystal Koch reported:
that would be asked to the Bishop nominees dur- 1. Oct. 11 – The youth group went to the Mazezilla
ing the Synod Assembly.
Corn Maze.
2. Oct. 16 – I was part of a small group of people
2. Oct. 21 – Crystal Koch, Jillian Schaible & Sarah
who were vote sorters for the first round of the
Fox set up a themed table to represent St. John’s
Bishop nominee election process. I attended the
Luther League at the St. John’s Daycare Trunk or
Synod Assembly via Zoom as a voting member.
Treat event.
New Bishop elect is Rev. Christopher deForest.
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(Cont’d. from pg. 13.)

PERSONNEL: Jackie Wolf reported:
1. Yearly raises for staff were discussed.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Rita Bergstrom made a motion that when the
county is having higher numbers of Covid-19 cases, we will cancel in-person worship when Nazareth Area School District cancels in-person learning. 2nd – Gail Price. Motion passed.

PROPERTY: Jackie Wolf reported:
1. Oil tanks in parsonage need to be emptied.
2. Water drainage off the Fellowship Hall roof is still
Building Use Requests: in discussion.
1. Rhonda Rymon (Alcoholics Anonymous) requestSTEWARDSHIP: Jerry Lewis reported:
ing indoor meeting space. Motion by: Stephen
1. Nov. 14 - Nov. 15 = Stewardship Weekend
Bajan,II 2nd – Gail Price. Motion passed.
2. Nov. 21 – 22 = Blessing of Commitment Cards
Council President Jackie Wolf declared the meeting
WORSHIP & MUSIC: Jackie Wolf reported:
adjourned at 8:35 p.m. Meeting closed with the
1. Holiday Church Service schedule and Duty SchedLord’s Prayer.
ule were discussed.
Next Meeting = Wed. Nov. 18 @ 7:30 p.m. – Greg
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Leh will be presiding at the meeting.
1. Church Pictorial Directory – Thank you to Rita
Next Devotions = Stephen Bajan, II
Bergstrom & Joyce Knecht.
Respectfully submitted,
2. Church Council Nominations & Elections – Last
day for nominations is Nov. 2 – Election Nov. 21 Joyce Wallace, Recording Secretary
and Nov. 22
3. Holiday Worship Schedule – Stephen Bajan, II
made a motion to cancel Christmas Eve indoor
services. 2nd – Jerry Lewis – Motion passed.

2021 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Chris Andrews
Stephen Bajan, II
Rita Bergstrom
Christina Brodt

Craig Dally
Christine Garrison
Rich Johnson
Joyce Knecht

Jerry Lewis
Ben Miller
Gail Price
Michele Seaton

ELECTION RESULTS ~ The results of elections for Church Council members are as follows:
Rita Bergstrom, Christina Brodt, and Michele Seaton were re-elected to a second three-year term. Rich
Johnson and Ben Miller were elected to a first three-year term, which will begin in January 2021. We thank
all who participated in the election, and particularly all the nominees for their willingness to serve God and
St. John’s. Thank you to Jackie Wolf and Greg Leh for their years of dedicated service.
CAN TABS WANTED
St. John’s is collecting can tabs for the Philadelphia Ronald McDonald House – a project of the Nazareth Woman’s Club.
Many families in the Lehigh Valley have
found comfort and support at the PRMH. Please
put your can tabs in the green buckets in the rear of
the nave and outside the Church Office. Thank you
for your support of this worthwhile project.

PRAYER CHAIN
Please call Betty Laubach at 610-759-0225
or the Church Office at 610-759-3090 and
let them know if you have family members
or friends who are in need for prayer?
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SAINT JOHN’S STAFF, COMMITTEE & VOLUNTEER LIST
CONTACT US. . .
200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth, PA
Church Office: 610-759-3090 *(see church extensions below)
Fax: 610-759-3719 E-Mail: office@stjohnsnaz.org Website: www.stjohnsnaz.org
CHURCH STAFF

EMAIL ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EXT. #
(Church ph.)

Senior Pastor: Rev. Scott A. Hall

prhall@stjohnsnaz.org

412-656-6436

x103

Minister of Music: Rev. Janice I. Butz

jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org

610-730-0328

x105

Director of Youth & Family Ministries:
Jaime L. Taylor

jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x107

Assist. Organist/Choir Director:
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd

pkidd@stjohnsnaz.org

610-867-1330

x104

Parish Administrative Assistant:
Linda Kasmakites
Parish Financial Secretary:
Bonnie Mertz

office@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x100

finance@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x102

Property Manager: Dean Brodt

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x111

Sextons: Dean Brodt, Ray Wolfe, Jr.,
Tony Petrillo

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x111

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

CONTACT PERSON

Church Council President
Church Council Vice-President

Jackie Wolf
Greg Leh

484-544-1940
267-222-2227

Church Council Secretary

Jerry Lewis

610-657-3961

Church Council Recording Secretary
Columbarium
Day Care
YEO Endowment
Evangelism/Social Ministry
Finance

Joyce Wallace
Jackie Wolf
Rita Bergstrom
Stephen Bajan II, Craig Dally
Christine Garrison, Jackie Wolf
Steven Bajan II, Craig Dally

610-330-9113

Helping Hands
Love-A-Lot Nursery School
Personnel
Property
Stewardship
Sunday School
Worship & Music
Youth Representative

Gail Price, Jackie Wolf
Christina Brodt
Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Greg Leh, Jackie Wolf
Jerry Lewis
Michelle Seaton
Chris Andrews, Christina Brodt
Crystal Koch
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VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF

CONTACT PERSON AND TELEPHONE

Altar Flower Sponsors

Church Office

610-759-3090

Altar Guild

Jocelyn Starner

610-759-3205

Building Trust Fund

Jeff Daniels (Special appt.)

Bulletin Sponsors
CD Ministry Sponsors

Church Office
Church Office

YEO Endowment

Scott Himler (Special appt.)

Greeters Schedule

Maryellen Werkheiser

610-759-5191

Helping Hands

Katherine Von Bora Society

Gail Price
Keith Shook
Susan Kelly

610-704-8736
610-759-0594
610-746-2231

Lectors Schedule

Christina Brodt

610-653-0358

Love-A-Lot Nursery School

Andrea Miller, Director
484-293-0720
LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com

Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up)

Jaime Taylor

610-509-8288

Media Ministry

610-504-1635

Prayer Chain

Lois Davis
lo.huthie@yahoo.com
Betty Laubach

610-759-0225

St. John’s Day Care

Nazareth.stjohns@gmail.com

610-759-4999

Sunday School Committee

610-504-1635

Ushers Schedule

Lois Davis, Superintendent
lo.huthie@yahoo.com
Christina Brodt

610-653-0358

Women of the ELCA (WELCA)

Joyce Wallace

610-330-9113

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among brothers,
to make music in the heart.
—Howard Thurman
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Thank You!

December 2020
“The Messenger” is published bi-monthly, with the exception of the September issue.
Some content for this newsletter: Copyright © 2020 by Communication Resources.
Used with permission. All rights reserved.

Thank You!

Thank You!

To our Church Council… To all Committee members… To the volunteers
who assist in running off, collating, and folding our weekly bulletins and the
monthly newsletter… To the ones who assist in the Church Office… To the
ones who decorate the church with seasonal flowers, trees, wreaths, and aisle
greens… To the ones who take such good care of our beautiful building
inside and out… To the ones who prepare communion for worship… To
the ones who cook our tasty meals… To the ones who assist before, during,
and after worship… To those who cheerfully answer the call whenever
needed… And from the youngest singing voice to the oldest musician!
(Please forgive us if we left anyone out.)
We would like to say how much we appreciate all that you do. We do what we do for the love
of Christ and our Church. In this, we all are one. God Bless You All!
With Much Gratitude,
The Church Staff

DECEMBER 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

Available Meeting Areas:
Fellowship Hall Area #1
Fellowship Hall Area #2
Shepherd’s Room
Outside





6

7
9:15 AM Sunday School at Home 6:30 PM Bell Choir (FH)
6:30 PM Property (SR)
8:00 PM AA (FH2)

13

14

TUESDAY

8:00 – 11:30 AM Candlestick
Pickup in the Lobby or FH
9:15 AM Sunday School Special
Christmas Lesson (Virtual)

THURSDAY
3

4 Daycare Parents’ Night Out

6:00 PM Girl Scout #08444
(Virtual)

6:00 PM SHYG (Virtual)
7:30 PM NA (FH2)

9:00 AM Safety Team
7:30 PM AA (FH2)

4:15 PM Girl Scout 81078
(FH1)

8

9 Council Reports Due

10

6:30 PM S. Sch. Bd (Zoom)
6:30 PM Evangelism/Social
Ministry (Virtual)

6:00 PM SHYG (Virtual)
7:30 PM NA (FH2)

15

16

Jan. Messenger
Articles Due

6:00 PM Personnel (P)
7:30 PM AA (FH2)

17

22

23

Love-A-Lot Closed

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Candlestick Pickup
in the Lobby or FH
6:30 PM Bell Choir (N)
8:00 PM AA (FH2)

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Candlestick Pickup
in the Lobby or FH

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Candlestick Pickup
in the Lobby or FH
7:30 PM NA (FH2)
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Christmas Eve
Church Office
Love-A-Lot
CLOSED
Daycare Closes at
12:00

7:30 PM AA (FH2)

9:15 AM Sunday School at Home

28 Love-A-Lot Closed
8:00 PM AA (FH2)

29 Love-A-Lot Closed

30 Love-A-Lot Closed
7:30 PM NA (FH2)

31

5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Livestreamed on YouTube
& Facebook

11
12
Daycare Christmas Program
(Virtual)
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Livestreamed on YouTube
& Facebook

11:00 AM Love-A-Lot
6:00 PM SHYG (Virtual)
Christmas Concert (Virtual) 4:15 PM Girl Scout 81078
7:00 PM Church Council
(FH1)
(Zoom) 6:00 PM Daycare Staff Mtg.
7:30 PM AA (FH2)
7:30 PM NA (FH2)
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SATURDAY
5

18 Daycare Parents’ Night Out 19

5:00 PM Christmas Eve
Worship Premiered on
YouTube & Facebook
7:00 PM & 8:00 PM Candlelit
Outdoor Reading of the
Christmas Story (Prospect St.
Under the Nativity Window)
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FRIDAY

2

6:00 PM Girl Scout #08444
9:15 AM Sunday School at Home 6:30 PM Bell Choir (FH)
7:00 PM Day Care Bd.
(Virtual)
(Zoom)
7:00 PM Finance (SR)
8:00 PM Endowment (SR)
8:00 PM AA (FH2)
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WEDNESDAY

1

New Year’s Eve
Love-A-Lot
CLOSED
Church Office &
Daycare Closes at
12:00

7:30 PM AA (FH2)
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Christmas Day
Church Office
Love-A-Lot
Daycare
CLOSED

5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Livestreamed on YouTube
& Facebook

26
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Livestreamed on YouTube
& Facebook

