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We Need You 
[St. Paul writes:] 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the 

saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is 
joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built togeth-

er spiritually into a dwelling place for God. (Ephesians 2:19-22 NRSV) 

 

In the ancient Greek world being a member of a household meant life. It was through the household that 

the members interacted with the rest of society. The household acted as an economic unit with all members 

serving out their roles for the sake of the well-being of the entire household. The household normally in-

cluded several generations along with servants and slaves. To have a place in the household meant having a 

place in society. 
 

Being a citizen also brought with it many rights and privileges not enjoyed by non-citizens. Not everyone 

under Roman rule had citizenship status which brought along with it civic, political, and economic status. In 

the book of Acts after his arrest, Paul claims his status as a Roman citizen to appeal his case to Rome rather 

than being sentenced under local authorities. Being a citizen meant being protected. 
 

In the above passage from Ephesians, Paul claims that to be part of a Christian community means to be a 

citizen and a member of the household of God. We come together as a church to find a place of belonging 
and security in knowing God’s love for us through the community of faith. We have the rights and privileges 

of being supported and loved by that community. We take seriously working through the household of God 

to increase God’s reign among us for the sake of the world. We cannot do this work alone. We need each 

other. 
 

During the pandemic, it has been difficult for us to have a sense of community. For many months there was 

no in person worship or even meetings. Now that we are once again gathering in person, we still must wear 

masks and limit our conversations. We cannot be together as we would wish. However, St. John’s still needs 
you. We need everyone to be citizens and members of God’s household to be the church that God is calling 

us to be. We all must work together for the sake of our town, community, and world. God is always calling 

us to reach out to the strangers and aliens among us who are in need of citizenship and a household. 
 

One of the ways that we can strengthen our sense of belonging to God and to one another is through our 

upcoming pictorial directory. This may seem like a trivial thing, but especially now when we are all wearing 

masks, having pictures of our members would allow us to get to know one another better. As I have been 
saying in my announcements, in my first six months as your senior pastor it seems like I was just starting to 

put names with faces when we had to shut down. I have found our old pictorial directories to be invaluable 

in learning your names. The last directory was done in 2009. It has been eleven years! It is time for an up-

date. I need you to be included in the new pictorial directory so that we can get to know one 

another better.  
 

You will find in this newsletter information about the pictorial directory and how to sign up to have your 

picture taken on October 8, 9, or 10. You can make your appointment either in person at worship or online 
during the week. Please come and participate. We need you. 
 

Christ’s Peace, 

Pastor Scott  



 

2 

Guidelines for Indoor Worship 
Saturdays at 5:30 pm and Sundays at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.  

Please keep in mind this could change depending on the transmission of COVID-19 in our county. Our church 

is following the advice of the CDC, PA Department of Health, the ELCA and other ecumenical partners as we 

gather. These guidelines are meant for the sake of everyone’s health and safety.  

 

• Wear a mask unless you are under the age of 2 or have a medical reason for not wearing one (CDC 

guidelines).  If you do not have a mask or forget to bring yours, we will have masks on hand that you will 

take home with you. 

• We also ask you to practice good hand hygiene.  There will be hand sanitizer in the gathering spaces.   

• Unless you have mobility issues, enter the church through the parking lot or Prospect St. doors. 

Exit the church through the Broad St. doors. 

• Please wait in the Shepherd’s Room until an usher is available to seat you. You will be seated so 

that physical distancing can be maintained. 

• Each household should leave contact information with an usher to enable contact tracing in 

the event of an outbreak. 

• Each household will be ushered to their seats. We will fill the church from the front to the back. 

• After worship wait to be dismissed by an usher. The Shepherd’s Room will be dismissed first. Then 

the nave will be dismissed from the back to the front. 

• Please limit restroom usage. Only two people should be in the restroom at a time. 

• If you need water, please bring it with you. The water fountains have been turned off. If you need 

water, please ask an usher. 

• Ventilation is important to lower the risk of infection. During indoor worship, the plan is to turn 

on the exhaust fans in the kitchen and the fellowship hall and open the windows in the nave along Pro-

spect Street to draw air through the building. This may make the nave and Shepherd’s Room ei-

ther hot or cold depending on the weather. Please dress accordingly. 

• The weekly bulletin will be posted on our Facebook page and website.  You are welcome to print it at 

home and bring it with you or look at it on your device during worship.  We will have copies of the bulle-

tin for your use. 

• Please limit your conversations with those outside of your household before and after the service. 

• We value the health and safety of all our members.  Therefore, we ask that you stay home from in

-person worship, especially if you are feeling ill or have preexisting conditions that make you a high-risk 

congregant.  We invite you to watch the service on-line via YouTube, Facebook, or the website. CD’s will 

continue to be mailed to those who have requested them.  Please see the CDC guidelines for the list of 

Covid-19 symptoms.  

 

 

What to expect during in-person worship: 

• There will be no group singing, following National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) and the 

American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) guidelines.  Soloists, duets, or trios will sing the hymns as 

the congregation meditates on the words which will be printed in the bulletin.   

• Congregants will be asked to mouth, not speak aloud, the words of unison prayers and responses. 

• There will be offering baskets placed around the worship area for you to place your offering as you enter 

or leave worship.  You can also continue to give to the ministries of St. John’s through on-line giving 
(https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/online-giving/), the mail, or your bank. 

• We will be using Hand Speak, sign gestures, waving, and other creative ways to pass the peace while re-

maining physically distanced from other congregants.  

• On Communion Sundays please pick up your prefilled communion sets as you enter the worship 

space. When you arrive at worship, these prefilled sets will be sitting out on a table. One person from 

your household should pick up enough for the household. Bags are provided for the empty cups in each 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/online-giving/
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pew. Please take the bag with you after the service and discard it. For those watching or listening at 

home, please have bread and wine or juice ready before the service begins. You may want to set up a 

home altar with a cross or perhaps a candle on which to set your communion elements. You may also 

drop by the church office to pick up pre-filled communion sets for your household.  

 
 
We are livestreaming the Saturday evening worship service to be viewed on our YouTube channel or 

our Facebook page. Please join us on these two platforms if you are unable to attend. The service will then be 

posted to YouTube, Facebook, and our website to be viewed at your convenience. CD’s of the worship service 

will continue to be mailed to those requesting them. 

 

Guidelines for Outdoor Worship 
At least through the month of October on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. we will worship outdoors in the side yard 

behind the parsonage. This will be an informal, spoken service (no music). If you wish to attend this outdoor 

worship, we ask that you follow these guidelines: 

 

• Bring your own chair (as you are physically able) and sit as a household maintaining a physical dis-

tance of 6-feet from other households.   

• Wear a mask unless you are under the age of 2 or have a medical reason for not wearing one (CDC 

guidelines).  If you do not have a mask or forget to bring yours, we will have masks on hand that you will 

take home with you. 

• We also ask you to practice good hand hygiene.   

• The weekly bulletin will be posted on our Facebook page and website.  You are welcome to print it at 

home and bring it with you or look at it on your device during worship.  We will have copies of the bulle-

tin for your use. 

• Please limit your conversations with those outside of your household before and after the service. 

• We value the health and safety of all our members.  Therefore, we ask that you stay home from  

in-person worship, especially if you are feeling ill or have preexisting conditions that make you a high-risk 

congregant.   

 

In the case of inclement weather, outdoor worship on will be cancelled.  

 

What to expect during outdoor worship: 

• Congregants will be asked to mouth, not speak aloud, the words of unison prayers and responses. 

• There will be offering baskets placed around the worship area for you to place your offering as you enter 

or leave worship.   

• On Communion Sundays please pick up your prefilled communion sets as you enter the worship 

space. 

 
IMPORTANT:  If you test positive for COVID-19 after attending any event at the church, please noti-

fy Pastor Scott at 610-759-3090 ext. 103 or prhall@stjohnsnaz.org. 
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PASTORAL ACTS 

New to Our Church 
We gladly received the following new member 

into the family and fellowship of St. John’s con-

gregation in the month of September 2020: 
 

AREN DROSNOCK & FAITH MCCAULEY 

Sunday, September 19, 2020 

Saturday Worship: 5:30 PM 

Sunday Worship: 8, 9:15 (outdoors), & 10:30 AM 
 

Oct. 3 First Holy Communion  

In-Person worship w/Holy Communion  

in the Nave & via Livestream 
 

Oct. 4 First Holy Communion  

In-Person worship w/Holy Communion  

in the Nave   
 

Oct. 10 Thankoffering Weekend 

In-Person worship w/Holy Communion  

in the Nave & via Livestream 
 

Oct. 11 Thankoffering Weekend 

In-Person worship in the Nave  

Oct. 17 Harvest Home/Food Bank Weekend 

In-Person worship w/Holy Communion  

in the Nave & via Livestream 
 

  Oct. 18 Harvest Home/Food Bank Weekend 
In-Person worship w/Holy Communion  

in the Nave   
 

Oct. 24 Reformation Weekend 

In-Person worship w/Holy Communion  

in the Nave & via Livestream 
 

   Oct. 25 Reformation Weekend  

In-Person worship in the Nave  
 

Oct. 31 All Saints Weekend  

In-Person worship w/Holy Communion  

in the Nave & via Livestream 

We extend our heartfelt Christian 

sympathy to the families and friends 

of the following member and friend 

of Saint John’s who passed into eternal life in the 

month of September  2020: 
 

FLOYD C. DEARDORFF 

Thursday, September 10, 2020 
 

ELAINE M. STORM 

Thursday, September 17, 2020 

Congratulations to Our Confirmands who were  

confirmed on Sunday, September 13, 2020: 

Jacob Michael Golinsky 

Lexey Rose Hernandez 

Jackson Chandler Hubert 

Dawson Alexander Lueders 

Dominic Riley Rizzotto 

We rejoice that those listed below have been 

liberated from sin and death by being joined 

in the death and resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ through the sacrament of Holy Baptism in 

the month of September 2020: 
 

SCARLETT ROSE DROSNOCK 

Daughter of Aren Drosnock & Faith McCauley 

Born: December 13, 2019 

Baptized: September 19, 2020 
 

REISS AARON GENTZLE 

Son of Donald & Pamela (Reiss) Gentzle, Jr. 

Born: October 9, 2019 

Baptized: September 19, 2020 
 

WESTLEE NATHANIEL FREEMAN 

Son of Scott & Melissa (Reiss) Freeman 

Born: October 16, 2019 

Baptized: September 19, 2020 
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Grace Notes 
I can’t imagine a Reformation celebration without hearing Martin Luther’s stirring hymn A Mighty Fortress.  

The opening verses of Psalm 46 provided the inspiration for Luther to write the words of the hymn, which 

he then set to a sturdy and majestic tune.  Often referred to as the “Battle Song of the Reformation,” the 

hymn expresses the struggles of good against evil and declares God’s supreme power over all earthly and de-

monic forces.   

 

A Mighty Fortress has become closely associated with Luther himself, not only because he was the composer, 

but also because the hymn itself exemplifies in both word and melody so much of Luther’s character — bold, 

confident, and defiant in the face of opposition.  It’s not an accident that many statues of Martin Luther have 

engraved at the base the first line of his famous hymn.   

 

Although the hymn conjures up references to towering fortresses and raging battles with the enemy, Luther 

intended the hymn to be one of comfort and solace.  Scholars have discovered that a leaflet distributed in 

Augsburg in 1529 included the words of A Mighty Fortress under the heading “A Hymn of Comfort.”  

 
The hymn is believed to have been written around 1528 at a time when Luther was experiencing several 

tragedies in his life.  In 1527, one of Luther’s followers was martyred.  In August of that year, a plague broke 

out in Wittenberg and people began to flee in fear for their lives.  Although many pleaded with Luther to 

abandon the city, he was adamant on staying in Wittenberg to care for those infected.  His daughter Elizabeth 

was born in December that same year, but after six months of illness, she died in May 1528.  These tragic 

events of suffering, stress, and pain, along with the struggles he had encountered with the church, left Luther 

mentally and spiritually exhausted.  Yet, he took comfort in the Psalms and trusted in the promises of Jesus.  

It is under these conditions, that it is believed Luther composed A Mighty Fortress.  

 

It seems that current circumstances are not much different in 2020 than they were in Luther’s time.  With 

raging wildfires in the West, forceful hurricanes in the South, a polarized political climate in our nation, and a 

devastating pandemic throughout the world, there is much cause for fear and anxiety.  Today’s coronavirus 

may be considered “novel” only in the fact that the virus is new.  However, the panic and fear instilled by an 

enemy, the plea to God’s people to embrace themselves in the love and strength of Christ, and the obligation 

to minister that hope to others are not new at all.    

 

On Reformation Sunday we’ll again hear Luther’s majestic hymn, but perhaps this year we might study more 

closely the text and ponder its meaning.  In reflecting on the words written almost 500 years ago, we just 

might find a “hymn of comfort” to guide us during these unpredictable and challenging days.      

 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Janice Butz, Minister of Music 
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A Message from the 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

This year looks much different than we expected, but things are starting to look up!  
 
SHYG has been brainstorming ways we can be together safely during this time, and came up with a few ide-
as. This past month, SHYG began meeting again in-person - outside. We also went to play mini golf at Two 
T’s in Forks and had an outdoor picnic at the church. The October events are listed below under Upcoming 
Events. 
 
Sunday School continues to be held virtually. Weekly lessons are posted at www.stjohnsnaz.org/at-home 
(password SSAH20). In addition, at least once a month, there will be a digital component as well to help eve-
ryone feel more connected. To register, email jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS for youth in 7-12 grades and friends/family: 
 
Mini Golf: Wednesday, October 7 (rain date, Oct. 14). Meet at Two T’s in Forks at 6:15 pm. Bring your 
mask! Friends/family invited! 
 
Corn Maze: Sunday, October 11. Meet at Mazezilla in Saylorsburg at 5:00 pm. Friends/family invited! 
 
Trunk or Treat helpers: Wednesday, October 21. We will host a trunk for St. John’s Day Care Trunk or 
Treat event. Please arrive at 5:00 pm so we can decorate our table before the kids arrive. Kids will be “trunk 
or treating” from 6:00 - 7:30 pm. 
 
Blessings, 
Jaime L. Taylor 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Adult Bible Study: The Freedom of A Christian 
Virtual Meeting through Zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/92071471091?pwd=Ty91NFRVM0pONS9WQjdlKytpWFBjZz09 
Meeting ID: 920 7147 1091 
Passcode: 9qgkgi   
Wednesdays October 7, 14, 21 and November 4, 11 at 7:30 pm 
 

In 1520 Martin Luther wrote this essay to answer the question, "Now that you don't have to do an-
ything to be saved, what are you going to do?" God has shown you unconditional love. In return 
you love your neighbors. This simple sentiment has huge implications when your neighbors may 
be difficult to love. What if they don't agree with your politics? What if their views or actions anger 
or even infuriate you? The essay proposes this "A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject 
to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all." We'll look at the historical 
context of this essay, study the scriptural references, and consider what this means for our lives. 
Please contact Pastor Scott at prhall@stjohnsnaz.org for a study edition of this essay.  

http://www.stjohnsnaz.org/at-home
mailto:jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/92071471091?pwd%3DTy91NFRVM0pONS9WQjdlKytpWFBjZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1601073690763000&usg=AOvVaw2nPEZUBsrT79cMEK21ZhU0
mailto:prhall@stjohnsnaz.org
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CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 

2020 NOMINATION FORM  
 

In accordance with the church constitution and bylaws, a Congregational Meeting will be held following all 

worship services on the weekend of November 21 – 22, 2020 for the purpose of electing Church Council 

representatives for terms beginning in the year 2021.  There are five (5) positions open for election/re-

election. 
 

The Nominating Committee is requesting suggestions from the congregation for  

members who would agree to have their names appear on the ballot. 
 

The following persons are currently serving on Church Council: 

 Chris Andrews  Christina Brodt Christine Garrison Gail Price 

 Stephen Bajan, II  Craig Dally  Greg Leh  Michele Seaton 

 Rita Bergstrom  Cathie Dara  Jerry Lewis   Jackie Wolf 

     Crystal Koch (Youth Representative) 
 

Completing their second term, and therefore ineligible for re-election, and leaving the board are:  Greg Leh 

and Jackie Wolf.   We sincerely thank them for their time spent on Church Council and their dedicated ser-

vice to God and to St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 
 

Eligible for re-election is:  Rita Bergstrom, Christina Brodt and Michele Seaton 
 

 

Please submit your nomination on the form below and place it in the offering plate, drop it off at the Church 

Office, or give it to a member of the Nominating Committee (Carol Kish, Jocelyn Starner  and  Judy 

Vierzbicki) by Monday, Nov. 2, 2020.  The nominee will be contacted to determine if they agree to have 

their name appear on the ballot. 
 

My Name: _________________________________ 
 

I would like to nominate: _____________________________________ for Church Council. 

Noontime Bible Study 
 

The noon-time Bible Study will continue, but for a while yet, not meet as a group.  God’s Word is still 

there; to comfort us, to help us, to make us think and to help us grow.  Each month, in the mail, you will 

receive the lessons for the weeks ahead and also some “thoughts to ponder” about those lessons.  Study 
and pray.  Until we can once again meet together, this seems like a good solution. 

 

If you would like to be part of this groups, please call the Church Office at 610-759-3090 ext. 100.  We’d 

love to add your name.  Yes, some things have changed, but God’s Word and God’s Love are unchanging. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE - JUNE, JULY, AUGUST 

June (On-Line):  319 

July (On Line):  322  

July (In-Person):  56 

August (On-Line):  333 

August (In-Person):  54 
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ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

(Oct. 31 - Nov. 1) gives us an 

opportunity to thank God for 

the lives of saints, like our 

loved ones, who passed away 

since   last   All   Saints’   Day.   

During the prayers, our loved ones’ names will be 

mentioned and commemorated.  We hope you will 

join in this celebration of All Saints’ Day. 

 
Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.  It turns what we have into enough, and more.  It turns 
denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity.  It can turn a meal into a feast, a 
house into a home, a stranger into a friend.  Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace 
for today and creates a vision for tomorrow. 
 

— Melody Beattie  

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

Food Bank Weekend for October has been 

moved to October 17th & 18th to coincide 

with Harvest Home Weekend. 

The Cemetery Board will hold another 

work party on Saturday, October 10, 

2020 from 8 AM until Noon at St. 

John’s Cemetery on South Street.  

Please bring rakes, shovels and bars.  Some limbs 

have to be removed also.  In case of rain, we will 

meet the following Saturday, October 17.  Thank 

you for the progress that was made at the last 

work day.  We hope to see you again. 

The Nazareth Area Food Bank needs to replenish its supply of the items listed below, but 
we welcome any other items you would like to donate.   Your continued generosity is 
greatly appreciated.  THANK YOU!!   
 

FOOD BANK WEEKEND: 
 

October 17th & 18th: stuffing, instant potatoes, cranberry sauce, one-dish meals, soup 
 

 

Submissions for the 

November 2020 is-

sue of THE MESSEN-

GER are due in the 

Church Office by end of day Friday, 

October 9th. 

SHYG!! All Youth entering or 
leaving grades 9 - 12:  Don’t for-
get every Wednesday night at 
6:15 p.m. up in the Youth Room  
we have SENIOR HIGH YOUTH 
GROUP. This is a fun time to 
come and hang out and have 
meaningful discussions together.  
See you on Wednesday! 

Scan this QR code for online giving 

from your smart phone, or visit our 

website at www.stjohnsnaz.org. 

NEW MEMBER & BAPTISM CLASSES 
For information about becoming a member of St. 

John’s or to schedule a baptism, contact the Church 

Office at 610-759-3090 ext. 100 or Pastor Scott at 

ext. 103 or prhall@stjohnsnaz.org.   

GRACE Adult Sunday School Class 

The GRACE Adult Sunday School Class will resume 

its class for 2020 beginning Sunday, October 4, 

2020 @ 9:15 AM in Fellowship Hall, Area #2 (area 

set up in the front of the hall by the stage).  This 

class will meet every Sunday @ 9:15 AM until fur-

ther notice.  Anyone is welcome to join. 
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NEWS FROM THE DAYCARE ~ OCTOBER 2020 
  

Welcome to the beginning of the school year!  This year we are so excited to be offering our school 

age children the chance to learn all day with us at St John’s.  We are so glad we can give back to the 

community as part of the church in Nazareth.  We have grown so much over the past few months and 

feel all the love and support from our parish.  We want to thank everyone especially our board and 

Pastor for their continued support during these important times.  
 

On October 21st  from 6:00 pm-7:30 pm we will be having a trunk-or-treat in our parking lot.  You 

decorate your trunk so the children can go trick or treating from car to car.  Please feel free to call 

the daycare office at 610-759-4999 if this is something you are interested in joining.  
 

Be Safe, Feel Love and continue with the positivity. 

BLESSINGS OF ALL ANIMALS  

Saturday, October 3rd at 10 AM  
In the Miller parking lot 

There will be snack bags for pets.  People should wear masks to this event.  

 

Adam said, 'Lord, when I was in the garden, you walked with me every day. Now I 
do not see you any more. I am lonesome here and it is difficult for me to remember 

how much you love me’. And God said 'No problem. I will create a companion for 

you that will be with you forever and who will be a reflection of my love for you so 
that you will love me even when you cannot see me. Regardless of how selfish or 

childish or unlovable you may be, this new companion will accept you as you are and will love 

you as I do, in spite of yourself.' And God created a new animal to be a companion for Adam. 

And it was a good animal. And God was pleased. And the new animal was pleased to be with  
Adam and it wagged its tail. And Adam said, 'Lord, I have already named all the animals in the 

Kingdom and I cannot think of a name for this new animal.' And God said, 'No problem. Because 

I have created this new animal to be a reflection of my love for you his name will be a reflection 
of my own name, and you will call him Dog.' 
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Let’s Get Those Cards Out and Wish a Blessed and  
Happy Birthday to Our Shut-In Friends  

Celebrating In October! 

CAROLYN GEHMAN 
October 22nd 

889 Bushkill Center Rd 
Nazareth, PA 18064 

JAMES HARTZELL 
October 15th 

Pond View Manor 
P.O. Box 67 

Walnutport, PA  18088 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Names of those needing prayers will be added to the Prayer Chain Committee List. 

 

Would you like this name added to the list read during the prayers at church  

during the worship service? 
  _______Y     _______N 

 

Name of Person/s Needing Prayers: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Special notes (optional): _____________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Person making this Request: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #:________________________  Email Address: ____________________________________ 

 

Names will be kept on the prayer list/s for 4 weeks.  If someone continues to need prayers beyond that, 

please let the Church Office know or fill out a new form.  For additional forms, please contact the Church 

Office at 610-759-3090 ext. 100 or office@stjohnsnaz.org.  Completed forms can be placed in the Offer-

ing Plate or given to the Church Office. 

 

 

Date: ________________________ 

The Media Team is seeking volunteers.  Training will be provided.   

Please send an email to mediateam@stjohnsnaz.org or  

stop by the Sound Control board when a team member is present. 

Volunteers are needed to help fold The Messenger.   

If you would like to help, please contact the Church Office  
610-759-3090 ext. 100 or office@stjohnsnaz.org. 

mailto:office@stjohnsnaz.org
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There’s still time to sign up! 

It’s time for a new pictorial directory so round-up your family members! 
 

Universal Church Directories will be on-site at St. John’s on October 8th and 9th from 2 PM – 8:30 PM 

and on October 10th from 10 AM – 4:30 PM.  There are several ways to schedule your appointment. 

Go on-line at www.ucdir.com  

Click on Photography Appointment Scheduling (on the right) 

Enter Church Code: PA878  /  Password:  photos 

Complete the information on the next page  

See Joyce Knecht before or after worship beginning the weekend of Sept. 12/13 

Call Rita Bergstrom at 610-365-2566   

 

Please contact Joyce Knecht or Rita Bergstrom with any questions or for more information.         

 

Anyone unable to come to the church to get their photo taken is welcome to send one in digitally to       
Office@StJohnsNaz.org.  If you don’t have access to a computer, you can send your photo in to the 

Church Office at 200 S. Broad St., Nazareth, PA 18064.  Please notify the Church Office if you will be doing 

this so that we can be on the look-out for your photo.  

 

Each household that has their picture in the directory will receive a free directory.  There will be a $15 

charge if you opt to send your photo in.  This fee will be waived for those parishioners who are on our shut-

in list.    

CHEMO BAGS 

The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee is once again collecting items for Chemo Bags (a list of 
suggested items is below).  These gift bags are distributed to local hospitals.  Members of our own 

congregation have benefited from this drive. Collection bins will be in the Shepherd’s Room October 

10th - 18th.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated as they help to provide comfort and a touch 

of home to patients going through chemo treatments.   

Bottled water 

Ginger tea 

Green tea 

Journal 

Knit hat 

Nail files 

Pens 

Peppermint tea 

Puzzle books 

Crystallized ginger 

Healing lip balm 

Lap blanket 50” x 60” 

Sleep masks 

Thick soft socks 

Travel-size first aid kit 

Travel-size hand & body creams 

Travel-size hand sanitizer 

Travel/purse size tissues 

Colloidal oatmeal soap 

Gentle toothpaste & mouthwash (Tom’s, Biotine) 

Healthy, all-natural, organic preservative free treats 

Mints, lemon drops, gum 

Packets of instant soup 

Prepaid phone calling or SMS gift card 

Selection of notecards with pre-stamped envelopes 

mailto:office@stjohnsnaz.org
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Love-A-Lot is back in full swing to work and play! We took less time to get right to work, and more time 

to play and explore, which turned out to be rewarding for everyone.  

 

October is the perfect time to talk about Fire Safety, Farms, and Frights (but it’s not really scary, it just 

sounded good!).  We will talk about firefighters and what to do if there is a fire, and the kiddos will spend 

some time on the floor to practice crawling under “smoke” and stop, drop, and roll. You can practice 

stop, drop, and roll at home by doing the following: 
 

1. Cut a piece of red construction paper out in the shape of a flame.  

2. Lightly tape it to your child’s back. 

3. Have your child, stop, drop, and roll around on the floor until the piece of fire falls off! 

 

Nothing says Halloween like a Jack-O-Lantern, nothing says Jack-O-Lantern like pumpkins, and nothing 

says pumpkins like the pumpkin patch! Because we won’t be able to take our annual trip to the pumpkin 

patch, we are bringing the pumpkin patch to us. We will be learning about who works on farms and what 

grows on farms, and we will even practice being farmers and planting our own (pretend) pumpkins, that 

may or may-not turn into REAL pumpkins!  

 

The month ends with Halloween fun and fingerplays, and maybe even our annual Halloween parade (done 

virtually) for our patient and understanding parents!  

 

If you are interested in enrolling your child in our Preschool or Pre-K program, please contact us directly 

for more information. Registration will open in the beginning of October for the 2021-2022 school year! 

For more information, please contact the school by phone (484-293-0720) or email 

(LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com). 

   Love-A-Lot Nursery School    

Don’t forget to turn your clocks BACK one 

hour at 2 a.m. on Sunday, November 1st 

(before you go to bed Saturday night)! 
 

*This is a good time to change the 

batteries in your smoke detectors!* 

Our Endowment at Work 
The YEO Endowment Trust committee is tasked with supporting Outreach (community donations) and 
Youth & Education  (for support of congregation needs). So far in 2020 the committee has donated to The 
Children's Home of Easton, Bear Creek Camp, Salvation Army Pen Argyl Corp and Lutheran Congregational 
Services using our Outreach portion of funds.  The funds from Youth & Education have funded Sunday 
School materials, Vacation Bible School and Roosevelt Credit's message to the Youth Choir.  There were a 
few events that were to be funded by the Endowment Trust, but because of the pandemic were cancelled. 
One was the Philadelphia Choisters Guild and the Women of the ELCA meeting in Phoenix, Arizona. The 
majority of requests for donations come to the committee in the coming fall months.   
Submitted, D. Scott Himler, Trustee Chair 

Reminder, we will be collecting for 

the Support Our Troops effort during 

the month of November.  Packages 

will be mailed in early December.  

Watch for more information in the 

next issue of The Messenger. 

mailto:LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com
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Stewardship Ministry – The Generosity Project 

Being Generous:  WHY? 
 

As faithful stewards of St. John’s, being generous is a concept familiar to us in the context of estab-

lishing a pattern of giving to the Church, and the projects and missions that we support here in our 

community and the Church worldwide. 

 

Our stewardship journey really began in the book of Genesis, where stewardship principles laid the 

foundation for God’s interaction with humanity, and creation.  God placed us in the role of caretaker 

for all he had made.  It is a position of honor, with an obligation and duty to care for the earth. 

 

In addition, our covenant relationship with God established the concept of our Stewardship of work.  

He created us to partner with him in the work of eternal significance so that we should work joyfully 

as we fulfil his divine plan. 

 

Genesis 18: 17-19 defines the stewardship principle of “blessing others out of gratitude for our abun-

dant blessings”.  God created humanity for relationships on four levels:  Our relationship to our cre-

ator, to ourselves, to our neighbor, and to the created world.  By creating us in this way, God has 

formed us in his image and established the scope and content of our call to be God’s stewards. 

 

On this particular reading from Genesis, Martin Luther wrote: 

 “Behold, from faith…flow forth love and joy in the Lord, and from love a joyful, willing, 

and free mind that serves one’s neighbor willingly, and takes no account of gratitude or in-

gratitude, of praise or blame, or gain or loss.  For a man does not serve that he may put men 

under obligations.  He does not distinguish between friends and enemies or anticipate their 

thankfulness or unthankfulness, but he most freely and most willingly spends himself and all 

that he has.”  Martin Luther (1483-1546). 
Portions of this article adapted from the “Stewardship Study Bible” 

 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2020-21 
 

Temporarily, for the safety of our Sunday School children and teachers, St. John’s Sunday School will be held  

virtually.  Weekly lessons are posted at  https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/at-home/ (password SSAH20). In 
addition, at least once a month, there will be a digital component as well to help everyone feel more con-

nected. To register, email jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org.   

 

Student supplies are available by contacting Lois Davis @ lo.huthie@yahoo.com.   

https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/at-home/
mailto:jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org
mailto:lo.huthie@yahoo.com
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I t’s that time of the year when young people are off to college to 

pursue higher academics while continuing to develop into young adults. The 

Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee recognizes the importance of reaching out to the older youth 

of our church.  Because of living away from home on a college campus or new schedules because 

of career fields, it is important to gently remind our youth of their connection to their church home. 

 

The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee continues to support them by maintaining contact with 

those high school students who have graduated and are pursuing higher education or who are 

starting in new career fields.  We are continuing the program in which mailings are sent to these 

young people to let them know that we care about them and are keeping them in our hearts and 

prayers. 

 

We invite you to submit the name and address of those in college so we may include 

them in this program.  If you have any questions, contact Joyce Wallace from the Evangelism/

Social Ministry Committee.  Please return forms to the Church Office or to the Evangelism/Social 

Ministry mailbox. 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________________  Birthday: _____________________ 
 

Please Check One: 
 

 ____ Is now working locally  ____ Is now working away from the area 
 

 ____ Is now at college locally  ____ Is now at college away from the area 

 

 

Name of College Attending: __________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Address (at school, has moved out from home, or if working away from the area):  
 

   __________________________________________________ 
 

   __________________________________________________ 
 

   __________________________________________________ 
 

 

Phone Number: ______________________________________ 
 

Email Address: _______________________________________ 
 

Submitted by: ________________________________________ 
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS INGATHERING 
 

Churches participating in the Annual Christmas Ingathering of the Northern Lehigh Valley Mission Dis-

trict are choosing one facility to collect for this year.   
 

Our Church’s Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee is planning to be an active part of this ministry, 

and we will be collecting items for Gracedale. The “wish list” is below.  Donation boxes will be availa-
ble from November 1st through November 18th in the Fellowship Hall.  Donations will be boxed 

up on November 19th for delivery on November 20th. 
 

Knitted items such as hats and mittens of various sizes would be appreciated for all the different care  

facilities. 
 

We will also be supplying some of the M&M’s and Chapsticks for KidsPeace as we do each year.  In ad-

dition, we will be donating money for the Chairpeople of the Ingathering to purchase gifts for other 

youth residents of KidsPeace to help out the churches who are unable to participate this year. 
 

Thank you for your kind and generous gifts again this year, helping to brighten the Christmas season for 
those who are in need of our ministry and letting them know that we at St. John’s have them in our 

thoughts and prayers. 
 

The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee  

“Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide open heart that 
thinks of others first…” – George Matthew Adams 

Men 

After shave lotion 

Small combs 

Talcum powder 

Tube socks 

Women 

Body powder 

Hair brushes 

Perfume/colognes 

Scarves 

Socks 

No Crossword Puzzle Books, Please 

Ankle socks 

Body spray 

Body wash 

Change purses 

Chapstick 

Colored pencils 

Adult coloring books 

Crayons 

Deodorant 

Nail polish & remover 

Non-skid slipper socks 

Pens/pencils 

Playing cards 

Postage stamps 

Small tablets 

 

Tissue packets 

Velvet coloring posters 

Writing paper 

Lg. print search-a-word 

Lg. print reading books 

Washable markers 

Moisturizing lotion 

Either 
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SAINT  JOHN’S STAFF, COMMITTEE & VOLUNTEER LIST 

CONTACT US. . . 
200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth, PA 

Church Office:  610-759-3090 *(see church extensions below) 
Fax:  610-759-3719     E-Mail: office@stjohnsnaz.org      Website:  www.stjohnsnaz.org 

CHURCH STAFF EMAIL ADDRESS TELEPHONE EXT. # 
(Church ph.) 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Scott A. Hall prhall@stjohnsnaz.org 412-656-6436 x103 

Minister of Music:  Rev. Janice I. Butz jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org 610-730-0328 x105 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries: 
Jaime L. Taylor 

jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org  610-759-3090 
  

x107 

Assist. Organist/Choir Director: 
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd 

 pkidd@stjohnsnaz.org  610-867-1330 x104 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
 Linda Kasmakites 

office@stjohnsnaz.org 610-759-3090 
  

x100 

Parish Financial Secretary: 
Bonnie Mertz  

finance@stjohnsnaz.org 
  

610-759-3090 
  

x102 

Property Manager:  Dean Brodt sextons@stjohnsnaz.org 610-759-3090 x111 

Sextons:  Dean Brodt, Ray Wolfe, Jr.,  
Tony Petrillo 

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org 
  

610-759-3090 
  

x111 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS CONTACT PERSON 

Church Council President Jackie Wolf                                            484-544-1940 

Church Council Vice-President Greg Leh                                                  267-222-2227  

Church Council  Secretary Jerry Lewis                                              610-657-3961  

Church Council Recording Secretary Joyce Wallace                                         610-330-9113 

Columbarium Jackie Wolf 

Day Care Rita Bergstrom 

YEO Endowment Stephen Bajan II, Craig Dally 

Evangelism/Social Ministry Christine Garrison, Jackie Wolf 
Finance Steven Bajan II, Craig Dally  

Helping Hands Gail Price, Jackie Wolf 

Love-A-Lot Nursery School Christina Brodt 

Personnel Jackie Wolf, Gail Price 

Property Greg Leh,  Jackie Wolf 

Stewardship Jerry Lewis 

Sunday School Michelle Seaton 

Worship & Music Chris Andrews, Christina Brodt 

Youth Representative Crystal Koch 
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Each month in your offering envelopes, you will find a “Special Projects”  envelope.  These 
particular gifts are designated each month to benefit those in need or to support a need with-
in our church. 

 

October Special Offering: WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
Donations this month will go toward the annual WELCA Thankoffering.  Thankofferings show gratitude 
for God’s blessings and give us an important and tangible way to express that gratitude.   
 

VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF 
  

CONTACT PERSON AND TELEPHONE 

Altar Flower Sponsors Church Office                                         610-759-3090 

Altar Guild Jocelyn Starner                                       610-759-3205 

Building Trust Fund Jeff Daniels (Special appt.) 

Bulletin Sponsors Church Office                                         610-759-3090 

CD Ministry Sponsors Church Office                                         610-759-3090 

YEO Endowment Scott Himler (Special appt.) 

Greeters Schedule Maryellen Werkheiser                         610-759-5191 

Helping Hands Gail Price                                                 610-704-8736 
Keith Shook                                        610-759-0594 

Katherine Von Bora Society Susan Kelly                                             610-746-2231 

Lectors Schedule Christina Brodt                                     610-653-0358 

Love-A-Lot Nursery School Andrea Miller, Director                      484-293-0720 
LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com 

Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up) Jaime Taylor                                            610-509-8288 

Media Ministry 
  

Lois Davis                                                610-504-1635 
lo.huthie@yahoo.com 

Prayer Chain Betty Laubach                                       610-759-0225 

St. John’s Day Care Nazareth.stjohns@gmail.com           610-759-4999                                           

Sunday School Committee 
  

Lois Davis, Superintendent               610-504-1635 
lo.huthie@yahoo.com 

Ushers Schedule Christina Brodt                                    610-653-0358 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Joyce Wallace                                       610-330-9113 
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PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE WHEN… 
 

A member of your family is admitted to the hospital 

A member of your family is no longer physically able to attend worship 

You move so we can update your address and/or phone number 

When a member of your family leaves home for college, military service, or to establish a new residence 

When either your home or cell phone number or email is changed 

When a member of your family changes their name and/or marital status 

When a new baby arrives in your family 

When you feel the church can assist you in any way 

You would like to request a visit from the Pastor 

Someone needs to be added or removed from the prayer list 
 

610-759-3090 ext. 100 or office@stjohnsnaz.org 



OCTOBER 2020 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 

Available Meeting Areas: 

 Fellowship Hall Area #1 

 Fellowship Hall Area #2 

 Shepherd’s Room  

 Outside 

 

Chemo Bag 

Collection 

October 10th – 18th 

Donation Box in 

Shepherd’s Room 

  1 2 3  First Holy Communion 
 

10:00 AM  Blessing of All Pets 

                (Miller Parking Lot) 
 

  5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 

      in the Nave & livestreamed 

      on YouTube & Facebook  

4   First Holy Communion 

 

  8:00 AM  Worship w/HC (Nave) 

  9:15 AM  Worship Outdoors  

                (Spoken Liturgy) 

  9:15 AM  Sunday School at Home 

  9:15 AM  GRACE S.S. Class (FH) 

10:30 AM  Worship w/HC (Nave) 

 

 

 

 

5  

 

6:30 PM  Property (FH1) 

7:00 PM  Stewardship (SR) 

6       

 

9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 
 

 
 

 

 

 

7 

5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 

6:15 PM Confirmation Classes 
    & SHYG meet at Two Tees 

     for Mini Golf 
7:30 PM  NA (FH2) 
7:30 PM  Adult Bible Study  

                                 (Virtual) 
 

8   
 

 

2:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
Photos for Pictorial Directory 

9       Articles Due For  

         Nov. Messenger 
 

2:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
Photos for Pictorial Directory 

 

Daycare Parents’ Night Out 

 

 

10  Thankoffering Weekend 

8:00 AM  Cemetery Clean Up  

                          (South Street) 

10:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

Photos for Pictorial Directory 
  

5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 

      in the Nave & livestreamed 

      on YouTube & Facebook  

11  Thankoffering Weekend 

 
  8:00 AM  Worship (Nave) 

  9:15 AM  Worship Outdoors  

                (Spoken Liturgy) 

  9:15 AM  Sunday School at Home 

  9:15 AM  GRACE S.S. Class (FH) 

10:30 AM  Worship (Nave) 

  5:00 PM  Youth meet at Mazezilla 

 

 

12     Love-A-Lot &  

       Daycare Closed 
 
7:00 Day Care Bd.  
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9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 

6:30 PM  Evangelism/Social 
                          Ministry (SR) 
7:00 PM  Naz. Women’s Club  

                                     (FH2) 
7:00 PM  Worship & Music (SR) 
 
 

14  * Raindate for Two Tees  

      Mini Golf 

5:00 PM  Chalice Choir   

6:15 PM  SHYG (Outside)* 
6:15 PM  Confirmation 1 (SR)* 
6:15 PM  Confirmation 2 (P) 

7:30 PM  NA (FH2) 
7:30 PM  Adult Bible Study  
                                 (Virtual) 

 
 
 

 

15 
 
 

 
6:00 PM  Daycare Staff Mtg. 

16  
 
  

 

17        Harvest Home 
       Food Bank Weekend 
 

5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 

      in the Nave & livestreamed 

      on YouTube & Facebook  

18         Harvest Home 
       Food Bank Weekend 

 

  8:00 AM  Worship w/HC (Nave) 

  9:15 AM  Worship Outdoors  

                (Spoken Liturgy) 

  9:15 AM  Sunday School at Home 

  9:15 AM  GRACE S.S. Class (FH) 

10:30 AM  Worship w/HC (Nave) 

 

 

19 

 

 

7:00 PM  Finance (FH2) 

8:00 PM  Endowment (FH2) 

20 

 

9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 
 

 

21 Council Reports Due 

5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
6:00 PM  Trunk-or-Treat for  
             Daycare (Parking Lot) 

6:15 PM  SHYG (Outside) 
6:15 PM  Confirmation 1 (SR) 
6:15 PM  Confirmation 2 (P) 

7:30 PM  NA (FH2) 
7:30 PM  Adult Bible Study  

                                 (Virtual) 
 

 

 

22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24  Reformation Weekend 

 

5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 

      in the Nave & livestreamed 

      on YouTube & Facebook  

 

 

 

 

25   Reformation Sunday 
      

  8:00 AM  Worship (Nave) 

  9:15 AM  Worship Outdoors  

                (Spoken Liturgy) 

  9:15 AM  Sunday School at Home 

  9:15 AM  GRACE S.S. Class (FH) 

10:30 AM  Worship (Nave) 

26   27 

 

9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 

28 
5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
6:15 PM  SHYG (Outside) 

6:15 PM  Confirmation 1 (SR) 
6:15 PM  Confirmation 2 (P) 
7:30 PM  NA (FH2) 

7:30 PM  Church Council (SR) 

29 

 

 

30 
 
 

31   All Saints Weekend 

 
5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 

      in the Nave & livestreamed 

      on YouTube & Facebook  


