A Note from the Associate Pastor
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In a couple of weeks, we will end our Easter celebration with the celebration of the coming of the
Holy Spirit on Pentecost. This made me wonder if how often we really consider the power of the Holy
Spirit among us. What is the Holy Spirit? What does the Holy Spirit do in our midst?
The Spirit is often -- and rightly -- described as 'God in action'. But the description cannot stop
there. The Spirit is God in action -- but not merely 'in action'. The Spirit is 'in action' with a mission.
And in a particular place -- among human beings right now. And with a direction -- constantly toward
the Son.
So why, do we speak so little of the Holy Spirit? Christianity hasn't spent much time thinking about
the Spirit until recently. There's a practical reason for this: the Spirit is so hard to describe that thinking about the Spirit too much will drive you crazy, but the key point to remember is what the Spirit has
to do with us here on earth right now. Christ is the Spirit's message, Christ's Kingdom is the Spirit's
mission, and in any case, the Spirit's primary job is to show us Christ and to bind the church together
as Jesus' Body among the living. Thinking about the Spirit really is less important -- at least, next to actually living in the Spirit.
So how do we live in the Holy Spirit? The Gift of the Holy Spirit was first given to the church at the
Christian Pentecost, but had been seen before that: In Luke 24:49, in John 14:15-17, and again in Acts
1:4-5, the risen Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit. It took Him no more than a few days, on Pentecost (Acts 2), for Him to keep His promises. At that point, thinking about the Spirit was the furthest
thing from their minds; they had their hands full coping with the Spirit's activity in their lives, and having every believer experience that presence.
Today the Holy Spirit calls us and works in us to make clear to us what purpose God has in mind
for us. For a few, like myself, the ordained ministry is that calling. But more often, the calling is expressed in everyday things that show the direction of one's life.
The Spirit's tactics for creating faith will be different from one person to another. It may be
through a sermon, worship and Holy Communion, a youth event, a song, a testimony, an act of kindness, a relationship of love, a struggle of conscience, a steady evolution, a 'peak experience' moment, or
a steady whisper calling to you as if from inside.
When the Holy Spirit touches our lives things change. Change happens when God's purposes are
revealed, and revealing is a work of the Spirit. Certainly that's true.
But how do we know these things? The Spirit gives the gifts of wisdom, understanding, and insight.
Wisdom, as a gift, is how what is and isn't of God, and what is and isn't a godly way to live. The Spirit
reveals, first and most importantly through Scripture. Without the Spirit's work, Scripture is but dead
ink and paper, but with the Spirit's wisdom and insight, it is our true guide to the will of God for us.
There is so much more I could and maybe should say about the Holy Spirit, but I am just about out of
space for this reflection, so let me close with this. Wherever the Holy Spirit is at work, there is an part of
self-surrender, of ecstasy, and of an awareness of the mystery of just being. These effects of the Spirit
may be very small but they're enough for us to know the Spirit's there.
If you can think of those times when you've seen such things happening, or maybe had it happen to
you, think back on it, and see if perhaps the Spirit was doing something then. Or perhaps is still doing
something now.
May God’s Holy Spirit strengthen and lead us in the days ahead.

Pastor Stinner
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Christ’s light shines in our darkness. God’s love conquers hate. Spirit-given faith is stronger than fear. We come seeking you, Lord, please guide our paths. “And what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). May it be so. Amen.
May 5 - 6

Sixth Sunday of Easter / Holy Communion at all services / Girl Scout Sunday

May 12 - 13 Seventh Sunday of Easter / Mother’s Day
May 19 - 20 Vigil of Pentecost / Day of Pentecost / Holy Communion on Sunday at 8 AM / Confirmation on
Sunday at 10:45 AM
May 26 - 27 The Holy Trinity / Food Bank Weekend

2018 Fellowship Social Calendar
May 20

~ Christian Education (Pentecost/Confirmation)

June 17

~ Von Bora (Summer Fellowship)

July 15

~ Evangelism/Social Ministry (Summer Fellowship)

August 12 ~ Church Council (Outdoor Worship / Breakfast)

CALL TO LIVE WELL…..MAY IS MELANOMA MONTH
Summer is coming! Longer days of sun exposure with greater incidence of Melanoma, the deadliest
form of skin cancer.
Those most at risk for Melanoma—history of sunburns, more than 50 moles, irregular shaped moles,
close family member with Melanoma.
Melanoma can be prevented by-- limited sun exposure, wear UVA and UVB sunscreen, wide brimmed
hats, sunglasses, and white shirts.
Please keep an eye out for unusual looking moles and lesions on yourself and your loved ones! Visit a
dermatologist right away if you notice any questionable moles / lesions. Early detection is extremely
important to stay healthy, as well as protection from the sun!

Sponsors are needed for Altar Flowers,
Bulletins and the CD Ministry. If you’d
like to sign up, the books are located at
the back of the Nave.
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PASTORAL ACTS

Received in the months of March & April 2018:

Our heartfelt Christian sympathy goes out to the
families and friends of the following member/s and
friend/s of St. John’s who passed into eternal life in
the month of March 2018:

RUDY AMBERGER
Linda Michael; Delbert & Janis Buss;

MALORSE BOSICH
Paul & Deborah Durnin; Overholt Family; William &
Kathleen Sakasitz; Margaret Schafer & Susan Grifo;
Paul & Patricia Ackerman; Eleanor Bosich; Lester &
Charlene Smith

ADELE M. SCHNABEL
Thursday, March 22nd

JOANNE FLOWERS
Edith Brodt; Nancy Koehler
MILLARD ROHRBAUGH
Patrice Shevlin
FRANK SOURS, KATHY HERFURTH & BETTY
STARNER

Roy Spaccarelli

PRAYER CHAIN
We pray that you will think of us when you have need for prayer. This includes you, your family
members, or friends. Please call Betty Laubach at 610-759-0225 or the Church Office at 610759-3090. If you would like to join the Prayer Chain and be a part of this powerful ministry,
please let Betty or the Church Office know.

MAY NEW MEMBERS/BAPTISM
CLASSES

Let’s Get Those Cards Out and
Wish a Blessed and Happy
Birthday
to Our Shut-In Friends Celebrating This Month!

There will be one combined New Members & Baptism Class Sunday, May 13th at 9:15 a.m. in the
Church Parlor. The class is about one hour long,
includes an overview of the Lutheran faith as well as
a brief history, plus the meaning and importance of
Baptism will be presented. Questions? Please contact the Church Office at 610-759-3090 x100.

MARGARET REAMAN

May 1st

Pine Run Lakeview Assisted Living
2425 Lower State Rd.
Doylestown, PA 18901
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Grace Notes
For the major festival days of the church year, it’s almost a given what hymns will be sung during our worship
services. Who could imagine Christmas Eve without Silent Night and Easter without the triumphant processional hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today? And it wouldn’t be Reformation Sunday without Luther’s hymn, A
Mighty Fortress, or Palm Sunday without the singing of The Palms. For liturgical celebrations there are hymns
that just seem to be timeless and nostalgic.
But what about the observance of Pentecost? Our Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal contains more than a
dozen hymns under the section of Pentecost, and probably another dozen scattered throughout the hymnal
that relate to the Holy Spirit. Although there are many wonderful hymns that are appropriate for the Pentecost celebration, I can’t think of any one that is a “must sing” hymn for this festival day.
Often called the birthday of the Church, Pentecost commemorates a dramatic moment in Christian history.
A Biblical description of the event refers to violent winds, flames of fire, and people beginning to speak in different languages. It was at that moment that the Holy Spirit descended like a dove, touched the lives of
those early followers of Jesus, and changed them forever. The wind filled them with strength and enthusiasm
to go out and proclaim the good news of Jesus’ message. The book of Acts records that following this extraordinary event about 3,000 people were baptized and added to the fledgling Christian church on that Day
of Pentecost.
It's interesting that many hymns appropriate for Pentecost are almost prayer-like in nature, with a gentle melody and words imploring the gracious Holy Spirit to descend upon us, giving us comfort and guidance. Although they relate the meaning of Pentecost, many don’t capture the chaotic and dramatic upheaval that took
place. In contrast, Herman Stuempfle’s hymn text God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind powerfully expresses the
vivid imagery that is described in the Bible at that first Pentecost event, and it is partnered with a strong and
sturdy melody. He uses words like earthquake, thunder, passion, tempest, and whirlwind to depict the powerful Pentecost experience. Verbs such as shake, stir, rouse, break, crumble, and sweep express a movement
from contentment to restlessness, and from complacency to action.
Merging the text to an old and familiar Welsh tune, Stuempfle created a hymn that is uplifting and inspiring. It
is a hymn that encourages, strengthens and challenges God’s people on their faith journey. First published in
the year 2000, it is a hymn that is still relatively new to most congregations, but perhaps the day will come
when it will be that “must sing” hymn for Pentecost Sunday. This year it will be the entrance hymn that will
be sung at our worship services as we observe Pentecost on May 19 & 20, and I’ll look forward to singing it
with you as we celebrate that festival day. See you in church!
Grace and peace,
Janice Butz, Minister of Music
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A Message from the
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
The Confirmation Retreat was held last month at Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center. 26 Confirmation
students, 7 high school student helpers, and 3 adult
leaders attended. Our theme this year was youth visioning and empowerment. Our slogan was “The
Youth are the future… and the NOW.” It is a true
statement.

community, but thought we lacked in the “Always
ready to try something new” category. One of our
high school student helpers, Chiara Dooley, had a fantastic statement that made Pastor Dan, Pete & Lizzie
Brodt-Zimmer, and I look at each other in amazement.
She said, “As a congregation, I think we know who/
what we want to be, we’re just not excited to get
there.” Wow. Think on that. We know what direction we should move in, or what kind of presence we
want to be, but we’re not excited about it.

In recent months since the Marjory Stoneman Douglas school shooting, we have seen a new age of youth
rising up for a cause. Whether one agrees with the
cause or not, I think we can all agree that the youth
are making an impact in big ways. They are on fire,
and they are not backing down. It has caused people
of all ages to take notice.

Most of us don’t like change, that’s no secret. The
future and the unknown can also be pretty scary.
Sometimes it’s nice to just coast in where we are at
that particular moment, especially when the future
makes us anxious. But once we really start to think
At the beginning of our Confirmation Retreat, our
and vision what we as a congregation could be, the
youth were put into small groups and asked to come
possibilities are endless, and it does start to get excitup with names of young people current or throughout ing. The youth are definitely getting excited. Personhistory who have caused or sparked change, either in ally, I’m most excited to allow the youth to do a bit of
their communities, the world, or anything in between. leading us on this. They surely have a voice, and they
are excited to get there…wherever “there” may be.
They came up with some great responses. Building
Blessings,
on this later in the Retreat, the youth were put back
into those small groups and asked to identify a need in Jaime L. Taylor
their communities, their state, country, or the world.
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
They were then asked to come up with a response and
the necessary steps to fix or aide the problem or need.
They did an amazing job, and their responses to this
UPCOMING EVENTS
recognized issues from childhood disabilities to the
need for better suicide prevention care.
May 2: 7:30 pm. Youth Gathering meeting for
We then scaled this down a little bit and brought it a
little closer to home. We talked about the transition
we are going through here at St. John’s, and how the
youth can be a major part of the visioning process that
will take us into the future as a congregation. They
got back into their small groups and went over the categories of the Congregational Vitality Project Parochial Report survey. The youth asked the leaders
questions, if needed, and Pastor Dan stopped by to
help us out as well. Once the youth were confident
they understood what each category meant, they went
to their own area and filled out their own survey privately.
We went over the surveys and had a discussion as to
which categories they ranked St. John’s well in and
which ones they thought we could work on. They all
mostly thought St. John’s was a positive force in the
5

youth and parents.

May 20: 9:15 am. Sunday School closing.

May 20: 10:45 am. Confirmation Sunday.
Congratulations, Confirmands!
June 18 - 22: Vacation Bible School.
A Registration Form can be found in
this edition of The Messenger.
Youth 6th grade and up are encouraged to help out. If interested,
please fill out a Registration Form
and indicate at the top you would
like to help. Thank you!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018
Monday, June 18th – Friday, June 22nd*
9:00 am – 12 Noon
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Nazareth

Ages 4 (by June 18) through 5th grade
Helpers 6th grade and up are encouraged!
*Please note, this is a date change due to school snow days.
Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus! At Shipwrecked, kids discover that Jesus rescues them! Kids participate
in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, devour yummy
treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God's
love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they'll take home and play with all summer long. Plus, kids will learn
to look for the evidence of God all around them through something called God Sightings. Each day concludes with the Sail Away Sendoff that gets everyone involved in living what they've learned!
Donation: Registration by June 10th is $7 per child. Registration at the door is $10 per child. Please register
as soon as possible to help with planning. Cash or check may be made payable to St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church with “Vacation Bible School” in the memo line. Please put completed registration forms and
payment (together in an envelope) in the Offering plate or in the Church Office mailbox.

Child’s name: ___________________________________________ Child’s gender: ____________
Child’s age: _______

Date of birth: ______________

Last school grade completed: ________

Name of parent(s): ________________________________________________________________
Street address: ___________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _________

ZIP: _______________

Home Phone: _____________________ Parent/Caregiver Cell Phone: ______________________
Home email address: ______________________________________________________________
Home church: ____________________________________________________________________
Allergies or other medical conditions: ______________________________________________
In case of emergency, contact: ___________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________ Relationship to child: __________________________
Who besides me can pick up my child: _____________________________________________
Optional: If possible, please group my child with ________________________________________.
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Yes, I am willing to volunteer!! _____

I am unable to volunteer _____

I am willing to donate supplies, please call me!! Yes _____

No _____

Best way to reach me – Email: ___________________________ Phone: ____________________
Crew (for church use only): __________
6

Groups Serving Christ Through St. John’s Church
Fellowship this month will be on Sunday, May 20, following the church services. This month's host is Christian Education Committee.

The Christian Education Committee
The Christian Education Committee’s mission is to serve the Sunday School
Departments and assist in the education which provides a deeper understanding of our Christian faith and to make personal faith relevant in today's
world. The Sunday School covers all ages from Nursery (age 2) through High
School as well as Adult classes (SEARCH, GRACE, and Adult Bible). In addition to this very important part of St. John’s, the committee also sponsors a
number of special programs such as Youth Sunday, Rally Day, the annual
Christmas Program, the Palm Sunday Procession with the donkey, 3rd Grade
Bible and 7th Grade Hymnal Distributions in church, and financial assistance to the Bear Creek Campers. Contact: Lois Davis at 610-504-1635 or
lo.huthie@yahoo.com.
Come Join us for fellowship! Take a few minutes to chat with the representatives of this group and find out more about their activities and plans. You
may find you would like to become part of their efforts.

Sunday School Closing Program
The Sunday School will be holding its summer closing program on Sunday, May 20, 2018. All
children (Nursery through High School Departments) will meet from 9:15 am to 10:00 am in the
Primary Sunday school room (grades 1-4). Grade 8 confirmands will be getting confirmed on this
same date and are not required to attend Sunday School, since they will be getting ready for the
10:45 am Confirmation service during the Sunday school hour.

NOTICE: Please be advised downstairs doors to Sunday School children's departments must
be locked during the Sunday School hour from 9:20 to 10:15 AM (Sunday School begins @ 9:15
AM) in an attempt to create a safe place for our children.
If anyone needs to get in during the Sunday School hour and all doors are locked, please go to
the Church Office for assistance.
Thank you very much for your cooperation.
Blessings,
Lois Davis
Sunday School Superintendent
Jackie Wolf
President of Council
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D Y K ?
What is Memorial Day?
The Holiday that is most unique to Americans and a specific call to remembrance was born
out of the grief and tragedy of the Civil War. It took several years for this to evolve, and to
some of our oldest Americans it is still referred to as, “Decoration Day”, in reference to the
decorating of the graves of those who died in service to our country.
America’s new National Cemeteries were established by Congress in 1867. Much effort was
given toward identifying and returning the dead to their family plots. Social societies such as
the black women of the “Patriotic Association” and “The Mutual Aid Society” a benevolent
association of black men worked in these efforts of relocation in Charleston. Women and
children carried baskets of flowers, wreaths, and crosses to the burial grounds, to decorate
the graves.
Three years after the Civil War ended a crowd of 5,000 gathered at Arlington National Cemetery, where congressman and future president James A. Garfield spoke, and veterans, and orphaned children decorated the graves of their fallen comrades, countrymen, and family members. That same day similar ceremonies were held at 183 cemeteries across 27 states. One
year later, 336 cities in 31 states –including the South – observed the call to remembrance.
In 1873, New York was the first state to institutionalize the observance of Decoration Day on
May 30th. By 1890, all the Northern states had joined them and over time the Southern
states as well made Decoration Day their own commemoration as well.
Memorial Day 2018, make it truly a day of remembrance for all of our fallen soldiers who
have paid the ultimate sacrifice in service to our country.
Portions of this article taken from: https://www.whatsoproudlywehail.org/

GLUTEN FREE CHANGES! If you are using the gluten free wafers, please take your wafer and a cup of
wine from the center communion table as the pastor
or council member offers the spoken words of Christ.
Place your empty cup back into the communion tray.
We hope this will improve this meaningful part of your
worship, and lessen any chance of cross contamination.

The deadline for all
submissions for the
June 2018 issue of THE
MESSENGER is:
Thursday, May 10th. You may leave printed material in the Church Office mailbox or you may
email your article or announcement as a Word attachment to office@stjohnsnaz.org. Thank you in
advance for your understanding and cooperation.
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SEXTONS CORNER
HELLO TO ALL! SPRING IS HERE!
There are projects being carried over into the spring. Several of these projects will be from the
Capital Campaign and others are new for this year.
If you have a skill set or experience with electrical, plastering, painting, plumbing, woodworking,
concrete or welding please see Tony. We can use the help to achieve our goals.
The next two phases of repair work on the organ in the nave has been scheduled for June 2018. (Capital
Campaign). This repair work should take approximately one month to complete. A deposit has been
paid in order to secure a place in their schedule.
Painting of the nave will also be scheduled for June 2018 (Capital Campaign).
Restoration of the stained glass windows will now focus on the north wall (Prospect Street). (Capital
Campaign). A deposit was paid to secure a place on their schedule.
The Choir robe enclosure has been postponed. The closet will be located in the Fellowship Hall This will
ensure the contents of the closet are in a secure area and will also help choir members and other who
are not able to use the stairs. We are currently waiting on estimates for this project.
A small piece of work is required to safe guard the sewer pipe under the concrete ramp that runs to the
building. This is active and in progress. Liberman Excavating/Mr. Rehab, Inc. is working to bring closure
to this project.
There are a few items that need to be addressed at the Parsonage this spring. We have bids to install central air and will select a vendor.
Finance did not approve the expense for the dumpster area. Church Council and many parishioners are in
favor of beginning a recycling program. Recycling containers have been placed in different parts of the
building as a trial. We will keep you posted.
Thank you, the Sextons
sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

SAVE THE DATE
HELPING HANDS MISSION TRIP
Sunday, July 22 to Saturday, July 28
We will be going back to New
Jersey. If you would like to join
us even for a day or two it
would certainly be appreciated.
Contact Gail Price at 610-7048736 or Keith Shook at 610-533-6446. More details to follow.

MAY BIBLE STUDY
Ruth Circle ~ Wednesday, May 2nd at 9:30 a.m.
WELCA Board Meeting ~ Monday, May 7th at 6:00 p.m.
Rebekah Circle ~ Monday, May 7th at 7:00 p.m.

All groups meet in the church parlor.
EVERYONE WELCOME! PLEASE JOIN US!
Do you read the Messenger?
Please let us know.
You can email office@stjohnsnaz.org
or call us at 610-759-3090 x100.

The Church Office will be
CLOSED on Monday, May 28th
in observance of Memorial
Day.
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Love-A-Lot Nursery School
The beginning of May is a flurry of art projects in celebration of Mother’s Day! Cards and flowers,
along with heartfelt crafts, are given to the Moms. The 3-year-old class will hold a very special Mother’s
Day Celebration for their moms on May 10th.
Although there are many reasons to celebrate, it isn’t all parties (although the children think it
is!). We sneak in some learning too! Aside from practicing their poems and songs for graduation, the 4year-old class will review all of the letters, shapes, colors and numbers, and practice blending, positions,
patterns, rhyming, and alliteration. The 3-year-old class will continue to work on shapes, numbers, and
colors.
Each month both classes have enjoyed a visit from Nazareth’s Children’s Librarian, Catherine
Stewart. This was our last set of visits for the school year, and the children created a handmade card to
accompany a thank you gift for all of the entertaining stories she shared with us this year.
Something else that is right around the corner is our graduation program. The 4-year-old class has been
practicing songs from the entire school year in order to put on a special show for family and friends at
the end of May!
The 3-year-old class meets Tuesday/Thursday and the 4-year-old class meets Monday/Wednesday/
Friday. Both classes run from 9-11:30 am with an optional lunch bunch for the 4-year-old class that runs
11:30-1pm. For more information, please visit our website at https://www.stjohnsnaz.org/children/love-a
-lot-nursery-school/, call 484-293-0720, or email the school at LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com.

NEWS FROM THE DAYCARE
MAY 2018

Although we still struggled through April to get outside because of weather, the classrooms kept
busy. Many of them did indoor activities like yoga and musical chairs and many of our students have taken
advantage of the Amazing Athletes program offered on Fridays. Although it did not always feel like spring,
the students still learned about lots of spring topics like birds, fishing, and rain showers.
April 22nd was earth day and we are very excited to be recycling again in the daycare. The classrooms are all talking about the things they can do to help take care of the environment.
As we head into May the classrooms will be talking about how those April showers bring May flowers and what plant need to grow. Some of the planting they do will also be used for Mother’s Day gifts. The
beginning of the month is Cinco de Mayo and some of the classrooms will be using the holiday to learn
about other cultures. The first week of May is also teacher appreciation week and we will be doing lots of
things to celebrate our staff and the hard work they do all year long.
Our program provides care for children 6 weeks through school age from 6:30 am to 6:00 pm. Our
preschool curriculum is taught daily within our day. If you have any interest in learning more about our center please call 610-759-4999 or email lisat@rcn.com.
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PENTECOST SUNDAY ~ On Sunday, May 20, 2018 we will celebrate the Festival
of Pentecost – the day on which the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem in
the form of tongues of fire. The Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to preach the gospel with such conviction that 3,000 people were converted to Christ that very day. And
after Pentecost, the Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to carry the good news of
Christ’s death and resurrection to the ends of the earth. Because of the significance of
Pentecost, we invite you to WEAR SOMETHING RED to worship on Pentecost to
symbolize the love of the Holy Spirit and the tongues of fire that appeared over the heads of the apostles
on the first Pentecost.

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! ~ Items for “Support Our Troops” are once again
being gathered! The boxes we send are very much appreciated, according to the thank
you notes we have received over the years. Puzzle books; playing cards; paperback books;
current magazines such as Car & Driver, Popular Mechanics, People, and current Reader’s Digest; popping corn; packets of instant oatmeal, coffee, cocoa, tea and Kool Aid; candy (no
chocolate); chewing gum; peanuts; energy bars; breakfast bars; Cracker Jack; beef jerky; black socks; lip
balm; small plastic containers of baby powder, shampoo, hand and body lotion, and shower gel are all useful
to include in the mailings. If anyone has the address of someone serving in the military in Afghanistan, Iraq
or any place in the Middle East, please leave that information in the Church Office so that boxes can be sent.
Packages will be mailed the beginning of June with the help of the Youth Group. Thanks to our caring
congregation for participation in the past. We remember those who serve our country with our prayers
and our boxes from home. — Social Ministry Committee.

FOOD BANK WEEKEND:
May 26th & 27th

Each month in your offering
envelopes, you will find a
“Special Projects” envelope.
These particular gifts are
designated each month to
benefit those in need or to
support a need within our
church.

The Nazareth Area Food Bank
needs to replenish its supply of

baked beans, peanut butter, jelly, mac & cheese but
we also welcome any other
items you would like to donate. We are also collecting shampoo, conditioner & soap. The Food
Bank uses the large-sized brown paper bags
so if you need to make room in your pantry,
drop them off as well. THANK YOU!! The Nazareth Area Food Bank truly appreciates the
continued generosity and faithful support of the
many members of St. John’s.

MAY SPECIAL OFFERING:
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

CALLING ALL GRADUATES! Please notify the Church Office if you are graduating from high school or college this May/June so that we can inform the congregation
of your accomplishments! Please include your name, school graduating from and date,
any awards you will receive, and your future plans. We’d like to include the information in the June newsletter. Submission deadline is May 10th.
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Correspondence…
My heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to the Birthday Kits. It was a successful venture
and on March 18th, the youth of St. John’s assembled 120 Birthday Kits to go to the Nazareth Food Bank.
Many children who are recipients of food from the Food Bank can now also enjoy their birthday with a
cake and all the trimmings.
Once more, Thank You for your loving gifts to the Birthday Kit program for the Nazareth Food Bank.
Rita Bergstrom

My dear Church Friends,
Thank you so much for your prayers & get well wishes while I was in the hospital and recuperating at
home.
Your prayers & good wishes really meant a lot to me and helped the healing process.
Thanks again!
Maryellen Werkheiser

Thank you to everyone who donated to the WELCA breakfast. We had a van full for the animals at the
shelter. Special thanks to Thrivent. It was a very successful event.
Some happy cats and dogs

Anniversary Sunday – June 3,2018
Are You Celebrating your 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th or more Wedding Anniversary during the
year 2018? If so, you are invited to a celebration beginning with the 10:45 a.m. worship service on Sunday, June
3rd. A luncheon for all the celebrating couples will follow in the Fellowship Hall, hosted by the Katherine Von Bora
Society. There is no charge, but kindly RSVP by Sunday, May 27th.
Names: ______________________________________________________
We are celebrating our _________ Wedding Anniversary
on __________________________________
Please complete and return in the offering plate or to the
Church Office by Sun. May 27th.
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COLUMBARIUM EXPANSION

EASTON AREA HIGH SCHOOL CHAMBER SINGERS
under the direction of Pete Deshler
to sing at our 5:30 p.m. Saturday service on May 5
The Easton Area High School Chamber Singers is a select a cappella mixed choir and one of
four auditioned ensembles offered to EAHS choir members. The ensemble rehearses once
a week in the evening, sings at the annual fall and spring choral concerts, and can also be
seen performing at various community functions every school year. Join us for worship
on May 5th to be inspired by the beauty they will bring to our service that evening!
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MINUTES
Mar. 20, 2018
PRESENT: Chris Andrews, Stephen Bajan II, Rita Bergstrom, Christina Brodt, Rev. Janice Butz, Rev. Dan Clayborne, Craig Dally, Cathie Dara, Christine Garrison, Gail
Price, Michele Seaton, Rev. Franklin Stinner, Jaime Taylor,
Wayne Vierzbicki, Joyce Wallace, Jackie Wolf.
ABSENT: Greg Leh
GUEST: Amy Langford – Talked about a Directory update.
Presented Timeline & Handouts.

2. March 4 – Banquet of Song - Donations received $4,122
3. March 10 – Martin and the Doors – Spaghetti fundraiser. – Thank you to Dean Brodt. It was a great night!
4. March 15 – Susguehanna University Choir – Presented
a wonderful concert and was well attended. Thank you
to all the families who opened their homes for the students.
5. Wednesday evening Lenten services have gone well.
Women’s Ensemble & Men’s Chorale were featured
choirs and sang well.

DEVOTIONS: Pastor Stinner led with a prayer.
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT:
MINUTES: The Minutes of the Feb. 27, 2018 meeting were Jaime Taylor reported: Complete as written including:
reviewed and stand as written. Motion by Craig Dally to
1. Youth Gathering Spaghetti Dinner went very well. We
accept the Minutes. 2nd – Stephen Bajan, II. Motion passed.
made $930.69! The presentation of Martin and the
Doors was very well done!
COMMUNICATIONS: None
2. March 18 – Confirmation students put together 122
Birthday Kits for the Nazareth Food Bank under the diPASTOR DAN CLAYBORNE’S REPORT: Complete as
rection of Rita Bergstrom.
written, including:
3. March 25 - Youth will be delivering Palm Crosses to
1. March 5 – Attended Mission District – Hope Lutheran –
shut-ins.
Cherry Hill.
2. Met with Amy Langford, Linda K., Jackie W., & Ray
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Wolfe to look into ways to improve communication within the congregation.
FINANCE: Stephen Bajan II reported: No report
3. Met with Jackie W. & Nancy Little to discuss formation
of transition team to prepare for pastoral search.
COLUMBARIUM: Jackie Wolf reported: No Report
1. The Columbarium is for contributing members and their
PASTOR STINNER REPORT: Complete as written, includfamilies.
ing:
1. Continued my visitations to our members who are in the DAY CARE: Rita Bergstrom reported:
hospitals and in homes. Eucharistic Ministry Team has 1. Feb. 25 – March 25, 2018 - Day Care is participating in
been a blessing to those they visit. Thank you so much
“Faith Through The Arts”.
for your wonderful ministry.
2. March 16 – Luncheon was held for Shirley Truman.
2. Attended numerous events as part of the Faith Through 3. Mr. Mudlock, Principal at Shaffer Elementary School will
the Arts Festival.
be coming to read to some of the Day Care children.
3. Continue to work with Nazareth Police for security at St. 4. Two rooms at Day Care are doing a Himama (software
John’s.
program).
5. Easter parties are being planned.
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written, including:
ENDOWMENT: Stephen Bajan II reported:
1. Feb. 25 – March 25, 2018 – Arts Festival at St. John’s. 1. Stephen Bajan II met with Donald Himler to observe the
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Theme. We had a great
preparation of the monthly report.
write-up in the Morning Call.
(Continued on page 15)
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EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: Cathie Dara/Jackie
Wolf reported:
1. March 25 - Donkey Walk refreshments discussed.
2. Support Our Troops – Barb & Dean Sandbrook have
been doing this for 12 years.
3. Chemo Bags – collected 4 big bags and were delivered. Jean Miltenberger wants to teach a knitting
class.
4. Kristi Hunter had a discussion about trying to reach out
to young adults & families.
HELPING HANDS: Gail Price reported:
1. July 22-27 going to Camp Evans, NJ
LOVE-A-LOT: Wayne V. reported:
1. 4 year old class full. Doing well.
PERSONNEL: Jackie Wolf reported: No Meeting, No Report
PROPERTY: Wayne V. reported:
1. Columbarium – Mike Grube estimate $2700 for brickwork.
2. Waste Management – Estimate for new concrete pad is
$1800.
3. Sewer Line – Initial repairs complete ($4200).
4. Roofing – Waiting for call back from Kardelis on estimate.
5. Organ – Releathering, pipe maintenance, and painting.
Need to make plans for services when nave is offlimits.
STEWARDSHIP: Christine Garrison reported:
1. April 28-29 – Recognition of Volunteer Ministries
Weekend
2. Commitment Cards – Richard Johnson will have a
summary in April.
3. Stewardship Program – Diana Holva handed out suggestions for a program.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Michele Seaton reported:
1. Bear Creek Camp – No representative this year.
2. Palm Sunday – Donkey is reserved and will cost $200.
3. Easter – Jaime is organizing egg hunt. Women &
Men’s devotional books have been ordered for adult
classes.

3. Stephen Bajan II discussed about the cost of the lilies
and the designated seasonal fund.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Update - Capital Campaign – Stephen Bajan II reported.
2. Review/Revise By-laws – Pastor Clayborne working on
this with Susan Kelly, Chris Andrews, Craig Dally &
Donald Himler.
3. April 8 – 1:00 - Council Luncheon at Miguel’s for Outgoing Members.
4. Spring Clean-up Day – Jackie Wolf & Ray Wolfe are
working on this.
5. Inclement Weather Policy – Jackie Wolf & Pastor Clayborne will decide when to cancel services.
6. Suggestion Box continues to be at the back of the
Nave.
7. April 21-22 – Rev. Peggy Wuertele will be here from
Synod Office. Congregation will be presented with a
short survey. Reflection questions will appear in The
Messenger.
8. Church Safety – Pastor Stinner & Pastor Clayborne are
working with Nazareth Police on Security.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Bylaws & Constitution – Ongoing
2. Congregational Report to Synod Office – Discussed by
Pastor Clayborne with Council.
3. Contact Directory – Amy Langford presented for discussion.
4. Organ & Painting in Nave – June – Jackie Wolf &
Janice Butz discussed.
5. New Columbarium – Stephen Bajan II discussed.
Building Use Requests:
1. April 3 – Darrell Mengel – Vision of Eagles – Fellowship
Hall
2. Motion: Christina Brodt to accept April 3 – 2nd – Gail
Price. Motion passed.
Council President Jackie Wolf declared the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Meeting = April 25 @ 7:30 p.m.
Next Devotions = Rita Bergstrom
Respectfully submitted,

WORSHIP & MUSIC: Chris Andrews reported: – No Report Joyce Wallace
1. Went over Easter Schedule.
Recording Secretary
2. Janice Butz discussed about the Lily Fund.
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Memorial Day Geranium Plants
On Saturday, May 26th & Sunday, May 27th, in honor of Memorial Day weekend, red geraniums will decorate the nave to honor our men and women who are currently serving our
country in the Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard), or veterans who
have served in the past. If you wish to donate a plant in honor of or in memory of a service
person, the cost is $5.00 per plant. Your sponsor form and payment should be in the Church
Office no later than Friday, May 18th. Please make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church with “Geraniums” in the memo line. PLEASE NOTE: after the service, all of
the geraniums will be planted around the church and the parsonage as a tribute
to our beloved service members.

Your name: _________________________________ Phone: ___________________
I wish to donate _____ plant(s) at $5.00 each. Total amount enclosed $____________
Please PRINT clearly. ONE dedication per sponsored plant.

Check One
In
In
Honor
Memory

DEDICATED TO AND
BRANCH OF SERVICE
(Please PRINT the dedication as you
want it to appear in the bulletin)
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DEDICATED BY (FROM)

SAINT JOHN’S 2018 STAFF, COMMITTEE & VOLUNTEER LIST
CONTACT US. . .
200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth, PA
Church Office
610-759-3090 *(see church extensions below)
Fax
610-759-3719
E-Mail
office@stjohnsnaz.org
Website
www.stjohnsnaz.org
CHURCH STAFF

EMAIL ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EXT. #
(Church ph.)

Interim Pastor: Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne

prclayborne@stjohnsnaz.org

(h) 610-759-1571
(c) 774-239-6397

x103

Assoc. Pastor: Rev. Franklin S. Stinner

prstinner@stjohnsnaz.org

610-746-9695

x106

Minister of Music: Rev. Janice I. Butz

jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org

610-882-9388

x105

Director of Youth & Family Ministries:
Jaime L. Taylor

jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x107

610-867-1330

x104

office@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x100

finance@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x102

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x111

Assist. Organist/Choir Director:
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd
Parish Administrative Assistant:
Linda Kasmakites
Parish Financial Secretary:
Bonnie Mertz
Sextons: Gary Baltz, Tony Petrillo
Dean Brodt, Ray Wolfe, Jr

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSSIGNMENTS

CONTACT PERSON

Building Trust Fund

Jeff Daniels (Special appt.)

Columbarium

Jackie Wolf

Day Care
YEO Endowment
Evangelism/Social Ministry
Family & Youth Ministry

Rita Bergstrom
Donald Himler (Special appt.)
Cathie Dara, Jackie Wolf
Jaime Taylor

Finance
Helping Hands
Love-A-Lot Nursery School
Personnel
Property
Stewardship
Sunday School
Worship & Music

Steven Bajan II, Craig Dally & Greg Leh
Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Wayne Vierzbicki
Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Wayne Vierzbicki, Jackie Wolf
Christine Garrison
Michelle Seaton

Youth Representative

TBA

Chris Andrews & Christina Brodt
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(Continued from page 17)

VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF

CONTACT PERSON AND TELEPHONE

Altar Flowers

Steven Millheim

610-365-2343

Altar Guild

Jocelyn Starner

610-759-3205

Bulletin Sponsors

Church Office

610-759-3090

Church Council President

Jackie Wolf

484-544-1940

Greeters Schedule

Maryellen Werkheiser

Helping Hands

Gail Price
Keith Shook

Katherine Von Bora Society

Susan Kelly

610-746-2231

Lectors Schedule

Christina Brodt

610-653-0358

Love-A-Lot Nursery School

Andrea Miller, Director
484-293-0720
LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com

Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up)

Jaime Taylor

610-509-8288

Media Ministry

Lois Davis
lo.huthie@yahoo.com

610-504-1635

Prayer Chain

Betty Laubach

610-759-0225

St. John’s Day Care

Lisa Todd, Director
lisat@rcn.com

610-759-4999

Sunday School Committee

610-504-1635

Ushers Schedule

Lois Davis, Superintendent
lo.huthie@yahoo.com
Christina Brodt

Women of the ELCA (WELCA)

Joyce Wallace

610-759-5191
610-704-8736
610-759-0594

610-653-0358
610-330-9113

Please make sure the Church Office has your current contact information!
If your address, phone number or email address has changed,
please notify the Church Office.
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SERVING GOD IN MAY 2018

Mia Gregus

Karen Coleman

Cindy Evancho

May 19 5:30 p.m.

Bill & Kathy Schultz
Bruce & Judy Shafer

Blake & Jocelyn Suttie
Wayne & Judy Vierzbicki

Barry & Bonnie Boyer

Kish Family
Joan Johnson

Elena Calantoni

Jacob Golinsky

Samantha Emmons

Dylan Trimmer

Caroline Hunter

Sharon Werner

Janice Smith

Christianna Hunter

Edith Brodt

Lenna Harris

Hildegard Kurt

Karlene Kipp, Kathy Keeler
Scott Himler, Joe Grim

Tom & Jocelyn Starner
Annie Bickert, Amie Tracy

Judy & Brian Flick
Roy Roth, Ralph Deyo

Brodt Family

USHERS
Christina Brodt
(610-653-0358)

Please note the date you have been scheduled to serve. Kindly find a replacement if you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, and
notify the Church Office of any changes. Contact the coordinator (in parenthesis) if you are unable to find someone to serve in your place or if
you’d like to volunteer to serve in one of these rewarding roles.

Ludwig & LuJean Gocek
Daniel Young

Christina Brodt

Time of Service

5:30 p.m.
Jim & Eileen Daley

Mackenzie Shoup

Charles Bonisese

Date

May 5
8:00 a.m.
Youth

Emma Ricci

Suzan Andrews

LECTORS
Christina Brodt
(610-653-0358)

May 6
10:45 a.m.
Mary Hillebrenner

Veronica Morris

ACOLYTES
Jaime Taylor/Church Office
(610-759-3090)

May 12 5:30 p.m.
June Hilbert, Anna Meck
Keith & Cathy Shook

GREETERS
Maryellen Werkheiser
(610-759-5191)

May 13 8:00 a.m.

May 20 8:00 a.m.

Bill & Krista Hontz

Ashley Breault

Karlene Kipp

10:45 a.m.

May 26 5:30 p.m.

Edith Brodt, Judy Vierzbicki
Suzan Andrews

Aaron Leopold

10:45 a.m.

May 27 8:00 a.m.

Evan Werkheiser, Sandy Garr
Christine & Irene Tripp

10:45 a.m.
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MAY 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM JAM Sessions

9:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Ruth Circle (Parlor)
6:30 PM Partners for a New
Bible Study
Beginning (Parlor)
Chalice Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
Sr. High Youth Grp
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (Parlor)
NA (Downstairs)
Naz. Community Band

4:15 PM Girl Scout #81078 10:00 AM Philethia Choir
(Fellowship Hall) 5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Easton H. S. Chamber Singers

Sexton on Duty: Ray

6 6th Sunday of Easter

7

8:00 AM Worship wHC
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship w/HC

6:00 PM WELCA Unit Bd.
(Parlor)
6:30 PM Golf Committee
(S.R.)
6:30 PM Property (F.H.)
7:00 PM Rebekah Circle
(Parlor)
7:00 PM Stewardship (F.H.)

9
10
11
12
MESSENGER DEADLINE
12:00 PM Bible Study
9:00 AM Ladies Aid
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
9:00 AM Muffins w/Mom
5:00 PM Chalice Choir
4:00 PM JAM Sessions
(Fellowship Hall)
6:00 PM Partners Bd. (Parlor)
6:30 PM Evanglism/Soc. Min.
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
4:15 PM Girl Scout #81078
(Shepherd’s Rm.) 6:15 PM Sr. High Youth Grp
(Fellowship Hall.)
6:15 PM Confirmation 1
6:30 PM Worship & Music
6:30 PM Bible Study (F.H.)
6:30 PM Sunday Sch. Bd.
Sexton on Duty: Dean
7:00 PM NA (Downstairs)
(Parlor)
7:30 PM Naz. Community Band
6:30 PM Naz. Women’s Club
(F.H.)
6:30 PM Bell Choir Reh. (F. H.)

14

15

Sexton on Duty: Ray

13 Ascension Sunday
Mother’s Day
8:00 AM
9:15 AM
9:15 AM
10:45 AM

Worship
Sunday School
New Member/Bap. Class
Worship

8

7:00 PM Day Care Bd.

Sexton on Duty: Dean
20 Pentecost/Confirmation

21

16

17

9:00 AM Ladies Aid
12:00 PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Partners for a New
6:30 PM Bell Choir Reh. (F. H.) 5:00 PM Chalice Choir
Beginning (Parlor)
7:00 PM Helping Hands
6:15 PM Confirmation 1 & 2
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
(Parlor)
6:30 PM Bible Study (Parlor)
7:00 PM NA (Downstairs)
7:30 PM Naz. Community Band
22

23

24

7:00 PM Finance
9:00 AM Ladies Aid
8:00 AM Worship w/HC
(Fellowship – Christian Education) 8:00 PM Endowment
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship ~ Confirmation
(Fellowship – Christian Education)
Love-A-Lot Picnic Days – Love-A-Lot Picnic Days –
No School
No School
Sexton on Duty: Tony

12:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Love-A-Lot Teachers in for
Clean Up

Love-A-Lot Teachers in for
Clean Up

27 The Holy Trinity
Memorial Day Weekend
Food Bank Weekend

30

31

8:00 AM Worship
10:45 AM Worship
Sexton on Duty: Ray

28 MEMORIAL DAY
29
Day Care Closed
Church Office Closed 9:00 AM Ladies Aid
No Scheduled Activities

12:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

Bible Study
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
Sr. High Youth Grp
Bible Study (Parlor)
NA (Downstairs)
Naz. Community Band

Bible Study
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
Sr. High Youth Grp
Bible Study (Parlor)
NA (Downstairs)
Naz. Community Band
Church Council
(Parlor)

18
7:00 PM Love-A-Lot
Graduation

19
5:30 PM Worship w/HC

Sexton on Duty: Tony

25
COUNCIL REPORT
DEADLINE
11:00 AM Day Care
Graduation (Fellowship Hall)
Followed by lunch

26 Memorial Day Weekend
Food Bank Weekend
5:30 PM Worship w/HC

Sexton on Duty: Ray

