A Note from the Associate Pastor
PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS ON THE “GREAT THREE DAYS”
As I write this letter, it is two days before Ash Wednesday. But I would like you to spend a couple of
minutes with me thinking about the end of our preparation for the celebration of Easter. The Great Three Days
stretch from Maundy Thursday through Easter Day.
On these days, the church participates in the drama that unfolds before our eyes as Jesus eats a meal
with friends, prays that another way might yet be found to accomplish the Father's will, submits to arrest by
state officials, offers no defense to charges brought by false witnesses, and finally is nailed to a cross, where
the Holy One of God offers up his spirit into the hands of the Father who sent him.
We all know how the story ends. The story does not change from year to year. For at the end of the
Great Three Days, Jesus breaks the bonds of death, crosses over from death to life, grabs hold of all who are
united to him by baptism and drags them out of the fierce clutches of the great enemy Death into the shining
bright light of new life.
But because we all need to be reminded of the story, we turn to the pages of scripture on Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday to listen to the heart of the story of salvation. The Gospel of John tells of Jesus'
new commandment to love one another on Maundy Thursday. Isaiah's powerful image of the Suffering Servant and the telling of the passion on Good Friday speak of suffering and death as part of God's plan of salvation.
On Maundy Thursday, we gather around a meal. Whether it is Sunday dinner at the family table, a
night out at a favorite restaurant, a banquet to celebrate some special occasion, or a burger and fries at a fast
food place, eating is essential to our life. We can go for long stretches without food, but finally the body
needs to be fed.
When God's people Israel were about to be set free from Egyptian bondage, God provided a meal to
sustain them on their journey out of Egypt and as a remembrance of God's mighty act of liberation. In the
context of that Passover meal, Jesus provides a new meal for the church to feed us on our journey through
the wilderness of life in this world. Though the bread and wine are not meant to give physical strength,
Christ's body and blood do give forgiveness, life, and salvation to all who believe.
On Good Friday, we gather around a cross that gives life. The cross was intended by the Roman government as a means of cruel punishment for hardened criminals. On this cross, though, hangs the salvation of
the whole world. This cross and its message is total foolishness to those who do not believe. The cross is a
stumbling block to those who want to save themselves. But for the family of God that gathers during these
Three Days, the cross is the throne for the Lamb. More than a piece of jewelry, the cross is the sign of triumph and life. It is also the greatest reminder of how much God loves us. "For God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in him shall have eternal life."
For me, I cannot truly experience and celebrate Easter without the first two days. I ask you to come
and see how powerful it is to “know the rest of the story.”
Pastor Stinner
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Christ’s light shines in our darkness. God’s love conquers hate. Spirit-given faith is stronger than fear. We come
seeking you, Lord, please guide our paths. “And what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). May it be so. Amen.
Mar.

3-4

Mar. 10 - 11
Mar. 17 - 18

Mar. 24 - 25
Mar. 31 - Apr. 1

Third Weekend of Lent / Holy Communion at all services
Fourth Weekend of Lent
Fifth Weekend of Lent / Holy Communion at all services
Palm Sunday / Palm Sunday Processional during Sunday School / Food Bank Weekend
Easter Sunday - Please see the Holy Week Schedule (pg. 5) for more info.

Easter Lily Dedications
If you would like to sponsor an Easter Lily in the nave for the Easter worship services, please complete the form below
and place it in the offering plate or return to the Church Office. $10.00 per plant. Money must accompany the
sponsor form and must be in the Church Office no later than Friday, March 23, 2018. No sponsor forms after this
date, please. Make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and please put “Easter Lily” in the memo
line. PLEASE NOTE: ALL Easter Lilies will be given to our shut-in members.
I would like to sponsor an Easter Lily by giving $_________ to: (please indicate specific fund amounts below):
Seasonal Decorations ______

Hunger Appeal ______

Memorial Fund ______

Media Ministry _______
Please PRINT clearly. ONE dedication per plant.
In Loving Memory of: _______________________________________
By ____________________________________________________
OR
In Honor of: ______________________________________
By _____________________________________________

We need your help to deliver the Easter lilies this year. It would mean so much to
those who are unable to come to the church for Easter worship. It would only take a
short amount of your time that one morning, but the rewards are so great. Please sign up
below.
NAME: _____________________________ PHONE: ___________________
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GOOD FRIDAY
TENEBRAE SERVICE

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION
THRU NAZARETH

The Tenebrae Service is a
service in which we emphasize the solemnities of
Christ’s death on Good
Friday and prepare for the
glories of Easter. The word
“tenebrae” is Latin for
darkness. The church is brilliantly lighted at the beginning
of the service. The lights are dimmed as the service continues until at the end, there is total darkness. The gradual extinguishing of the lights and candles is symbolic of the
flight of the disciples and the resentment of the world
leading to the final isolation of Jesus on the Cross. Just
before the tolling of the bells, the Master Candle is carried out, signifying Christ’s death. After the tolling of the
bells, the congregation says the Apostles’ Creed, standing
at the words, “the third day He rose again.” The Master
Candle is returned to the Altar at this time to
acknowledge the meaning of the cross fulfilled.

Imagine the excitement… The
Messiah is coming to Jerusalem!
The crowd presses in around
the city gates, straining to see
the lone figure riding on a donkey. There is shouting and
laughing. Children dash in
and out.
People are waving palms and throwing their coats on the
ground to make a suitable path for the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
"Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord!" The throng gives their acclaim to the King.

Once again, YOU can be a part of this exciting event as
the Sunday School sponsors a procession for Palm Sunday. The procession begins on Prospect Street as the
Sunday School children, adults, leaders, and parents fall in
line behind Harley the donkey and the processional cross.
We will make our way up Broad Street to Center Street
and to the Square. At the Square, we will read the Palm
Sunday Story and sing a hymn accompanied by an ecumenical Brass Choir.

After the Benediction, the congregation is requested to
leave in silence. The Tenebrae Service sets a mood of
solemnity and somberness as we have witnessed God being crucified. In keeping with the mood of this service and
this day, the Pastors will not greet you at the door, and it
is requested that you do not greet one another. Maintain
the silence and solemnity until Easter Morning when the
voice of the Angel will shatter the silence and the gloom
with the words, “Do not be amazed: you seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, He is not
here.” Then your Easter joy will be complete.

We will meet in Fellowship Hall by 9:15 AM, collect an
offering, take the walk, and return to Fellowship Hall for
light refreshments.

Everyone is invited to join in the procession on
Sunday, March 25th, just as people did on the first
Palm Sunday. Join us for this special celebration!

Join us for worship on Good Friday,
March 30th at 7:30 p.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
The day before Good Friday is called Maundy Thursday.
The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word mandatum, which means “commandment.” In the gospel of
John, Jesus makes this statement during the Last Supper:
“I am with you only a little longer… I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another” (John 13:33-35, NRSV).

The Church Office will be
CLOSED on Good Friday,
March 30th and on Monday,
April 2nd in observance of the
Easter holiday.

Maundy Thursday should always be a
time of sharing with others, showing
loving concern for one another, and
partaking of Holy Communion. That is
what the Lord asked of his disciples
and asks of us.

Daylight Savings
Please don’t forget to mark your calendars! Daylight Saving Time begins on March 11, 2018. Turn
your clocks AHEAD one hour on Saturday evening so you won’t miss worship on Sunday morning.

Join us for worship at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday, March 29th.
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THINK ABOUT IT - Just as Peter, James and John “were weighed down with sleep”, we too can slip into
this state - spiritually speaking. We can become numb or lazy and slowly fade away from the fervor of authentic faith. This is why the CHURCH, in Her wisdom, gives us the season of Lent. This is the time to
refocus, to clear away the cobwebs, and to become “FULLY AWAKE”. Ultimately, we pray that these efforts will allow us to truly see HIS GLORY come EASTERTIDE.
Lent commemorates Jesus’ fast and temptation in the wilderness, which, according to
the Gospel, lasted 40 days. Just as Jesus confronted his temptations during these 40
days, Lent helps Christians focus on our most basic need as sinners: forgiveness. The
only way our Lord’s forgiving power can become effective in our lives is by our taking
the initiative to confront our sins, confess them and repent of them. In short, Lent is a
season of penitence, and a time for spiritual renewal and growth in dedication and service. A simple service
of prayer, song, scripture and a message will take place in our nave on each Wednesday of Lent. We
hope that you will make worship every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. a part of your Lenten discipline.

Palm Crosses ~ We Need Help!
Anyone who would like to help make crosses for Palm Sunday, please come to the Fellowship Hall on Friday, March 23rd at 6:00 p.m. Kindly bring a pair of scissors to
use.

Palm Sunday Walk
On Sunday, March 25, 2018, St. John’s Sunday School will lead a Donkey procession walk through
Nazareth; rain or shine. All are welcome to join the walk. Everyone should meet in Fellowship Hall by
9:15 AM, and everyone is invited back to Fellowship Hall for light refreshments. Palms for the walk will be
available in Fellowship Hall. Please dress according to weather, and Enjoy the Palm Sunday procession to
the Nazareth Circle.
Throughout Holy Week there will be many opportunities to worship. Holy Week
is the time when the church remembers the greatest events in God’s salvation history, when God in Christ revealed the depth and the breadth of God’s love for us.
Participation in Holy Week worship leads to a joyous Easter as we shout in
acclamation, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!”
March 25 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship / Blessing of the Palms
9:15 a.m. Sunday School Procession through Nazareth with the donkey
12:00 p.m. Palm Cross delivery
March 28 7:30 p.m. Holy Wednesday Holy Communion
March 29 7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Holy Communion / Stripping of the Altar
March 30 7:30 p.m. Good Friday Tenebrae Service
March 31 5:30 p.m. Easter Vigil with Holy Communion / Renewal of Baptismal Vows
April 1

8:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship with Holy Communion (by Intinction)
9:15 a.m. Easter Sunday will be celebrated in Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Easter Sunday Festival Worship with Holy Communion (by Intinction)
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PASTORAL ACTS

We extend our heartfelt Christian sympathy to the
families and friends of the following members and
friends of Saint John’s who passed into eternal life in
the months of January & February 2018:

Received in the months of
January & February 2018
ROY MECK
Anna Meck

WILLIAM BRUCH
Friday, January 19, 2018

MILLARD E. ROHRBAUGH
Stan & Pat Keleman; Leonard & Joyce Wallace; Roy &
Gloria Roth; Joseph & Joy Grim; Denise Pearson;
Eugene & Joan Sostarecz; Mildred Sours

MILLARD E. ROHRBAUGH
Thursday, February 1, 2018
DONALD “SPOHNY” R. SPOHN
Tuesday, February 13, 2018

NORMA M. “JENNIE” WILLIAMS
Roy & Rhonda Cortez; Mary Ann Kaspern; Eric & Judi
Grossman; Gail Kromer

MARCH NEW MEMBERS/BAPTISM CLASSES
There will be one combined New Members & Baptism Class Sunday, March 18th at 9:15 a.m. in the
Church Parlor. The class is about one hour long, includes an overview of the Lutheran faith as well as a
brief history, plus the meaning and importance of Baptism will be presented.

PRAYER CHAIN ~ Let us know when you have need for prayer. This includes you,
your family members, or friends. Please call Betty Laubach at 610-759-0225 or
the Church Office at 610-759-3090 x100. If you would like to join the Prayer Chain
and be a part of this powerful ministry, please let Betty or the Church Office know.

Sponsors are needed for Altar Flowers,
Bulletins and the CD Ministry. If you’d
like to sign up, the books are located at
the back of the Nave.

WANTED: YOUR USED PRINTER
INK CARTRIDGES!!
St. John’s is collecting used printer ink cartridges. Staples will give St. John’s $2.00 in
Staples Rewards for each cartridge turned
in, for up to 20 per month. We can recycle ANY ink cartridge — no matter which
brand. This includes HP, Brother, Epson, Canon, Dell,
Kodak, or Lexmark ink or toner cartridges. There is a
collection box outside the Church Office, under the
mailboxes. Thank you!!

GLUTEN FREE CHANGES! If you are using the gluten
free wafers, please take your wafer and a cup of wine
from the center communion table as the pastor or council
member offers the spoken words of Christ. Place your
empty cup back into the communion tray. We hope this
will improve this meaningful part of your worship, and
lessen any chance of cross contamination.
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Grace Notes
The Lenten season has often been referred to as a journey—a journey through the desert to the foot of the
cross on Good Friday, and then culminating with an amazing encounter at the empty tomb on Easter morning. Throughout these forty days of Lent, we are encouraged to turn away from our worldly distractions and
to pursue the inward disciplines of prayer and fasting, as well as the outward disciplines of simplicity and service. Throughout this journey, we can be assured of God’s guidance and faithfulness along the way.
This year the Lenten season again coincides with Saint John’s celebration of Faith Through the Arts. With the
theme “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” the festival will include the works of twenty-two visual artists who offer
their imaginative interpretations of God’s creative powers and never-ending presence in our lives. Numerous performing artists and musical ensembles will also share their God-given talents with us through music
and storytelling. Spend time in the Shepherd’s Room to view and ponder the display of visual art and plan to
attend the extraordinary musical events that will take place throughout the month. By doing so, you will find
yourself enriched and blessed during this Lenten journey.
Grace and peace,
Janice Butz, Minister of Music

FAITH THROUGH THE ARTS
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Saturday, March 3, 5:00 p.m. The Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Handbell Ensemble

An extended prelude of handbell music prior to our Saturday worship will be offered by a group of ringers
from Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Emmanuelsville. The rich history of handbells at Emmanuel Lutheran
Church has been unfolding for over 20 years. Over the course of that time they have had anywhere between 1 and 4 choirs of people ranging in all sizes and skill level. In addition to playing for Sunday morning
traditional and contemporary worship and special services, they have participated at community events and
handbell festivals. They are excited to bring a 4 person team of ringers to St. John's to show that small
choirs can do big rings!
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Sunday, March 4, 4:00 p.m. Banquet of Song

the 19 annual benefit concert for the Nazareth Area Food Bank, is presented
by singers and instrumentalists from our Nazareth area churches
Including combined choirs of both children and adults, this year’s concert coincides with the Faith Through
the Arts theme of “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” featuring songs and hymns expressing God’s never-ending
presence, creativity, forgiveness, and grace. This is a wonderful event that brings together our Nazareth
community, while at the same time supports a worthwhile cause. A reception will follow the concert.
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Saturday, March 10, 7:45 p.m. Martin and the Doors

A musical presented by our own St. John’s youth interprets Martin Luther’s “five solas,” a term used to designate the five great foundational rallying cries of the Protestant reformers. Through both songs and words,
the message is presented in a humorous and delightful way. It is preceded by a spaghetti dinner, a fundraiser
for the National Youth Gathering this coming summer.

Sunday, March 11, 3:00 p.m. SwingTime Dolls

The SwingTime Dolls is an all-female vocal group consisting of three of the area’s most accomplished vocalists that shine a new light on the tunes of the American Hit Parade of the 1940s and beyond. Drawing on
inspiration from The Andrews Sisters, the Dolls pride themselves on tight and intricate harmonies that are
sure to keep any listener engaged. Because all three women are well versed in musical theatre, The SwingTime Dolls brings another facet of entertainment to their audiences with pin-up styled costumes and energetic choreography. The dolls will take you on a sentimental journey back in time with a show you’re sure
to remember.

Thursday, March 15, 7:00 p.m. Susquehanna University Choir

Dedicated to the highest standards of choral excellence, the choir, conducted by Dr. Christopher Hoster,
will perform a variety of musical styles from classics to folk songs, spirituals, hymn arrangements, and the
music of today’s artists. Known for its musical excellence, the Susquehanna University Choir has performed at the National Association for Music Education Conference in Providence, RI, the Pennsylvania
Music Education Association Convention in Hershey, and the Pennsylvania American Choral Directors Association Conference in Selinsgrove. They received critical acclaim and standing ovations at each of these
prestigious concert venues.

Saturday, March 17, 5:00. Evelyn Stewart, lyric soprano

An extended prelude of vocal solos by lyric soprano Evelyn Stewart will precede the 5:30 p.m. Saturday
evening service. As a recitalist and concert artist, Evelyn has performed in various recital and concert series
throughout the Lehigh Valley and the Philadelphia area. She has performed recitals for Musikfest, Mayfair,
Concert on the Green for the Moravian Historical Society, the Moravian College Concert Series, the Moravian
Hall Square Arts and Artist Series, and the Promotion of the Arts Concert Series. Evelyn is also a featured
artist for the City of Bethlehem Christmas Concert Tours. While a student at Moravian College, she studied with Dr. Yvonne Robinson, and sang with a variety of choral ensembles at the College. She has also performed with the Lehigh Valley Pops Orchestra, the Pennsylvania Sinfonia Orchestra, and the famous Allentown Band. Evelyn has been featured on Lehigh Valley Tempo! and TV 60.
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Sunday, March 18, 9:15 a.m. Ingrid Bohn, storyteller

During the Sunday School hour, storyteller Ingrid Bohn will engage us in a presentation of fairytales, folktales,
and stories from around the world, told in an animated style that captures our attention and keeps us entertained. Ingrid fell in love with entertaining people through story and song at an early age, and has been acting
in school and community theater productions for over 40 years. Encouraged by family and friends, Mrs. Bohn
embarked on a career as an Interactive Theater and Storytelling performance artist. She has researched,
written and presented Interactive Theater shows for numerous occasions entertaining audiences of all ages
throughout Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Ingrid is a proud member of the Patchwork and Lehigh Valley Storyteller’s Guilds.

Sunday, March 18, 3:00 p.m. Craig Thatcher, guitar & Nyke
Van Wyk, violin

Craig and Nyke come from totally different musical backgrounds, but together create a passionate and dynamic blend of Celtic, folk, blues, rock and even country musical stylings that have left audiences in awe.
Well-known throughout the Lehigh Valley, their performances have been described as a “dynamic, entertaining, almost at times breathtaking experience.” Craig is also a C. F. Martin & Co. Artist, and performs nationally and worldwide for Martin Guitar.

Saturday, March 24, 7:00 p.m. Essence of Joy Gospel Choir
from Penn State University

Essence of Joy is one of seven faculty conducted choral ensembles in the Penn State University School of
Music. Organized in November, 1991 by Anthony Leach, the choir performs sacred and secular music
from the African and African-American choral traditions. Involving undergraduate and graduate students
from many academic programs at Penn State, the ensemble presents several annual concerts on campus,
as well as travels extensively throughout the United States, including performances at Lincoln Center in
NYC and the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C.. They have also taken international tours to Poland,
the Czech Republic, Spain, France, South Africa, Taiwan, South Korea and Japan, all of which have provided wonderful opportunities to collaborate with other choirs and musical organizations around the globe.
The choir has many times been invited to perform for conferences of the Pennsylvania Music Educators
Association, the Music Educators National Conference, and the American Choral Directors Association.

SINGING OPPORTUNITIES FOR LENT
The Men’s Chorale is being revived for the Lenten Season! This singing opportunity is
open to all men of St. John’s who enjoy singing, whether you are a regular choir member or just want to make short-term commitment. The MEN’S CHORALE will sing for
the Lenten service on Wednesday, March 14. Rehearsal times for the Men will be Sunday March 4th and 11th between services and Thursday March 8th at 6:30 p.m. Multiple rehearsals are scheduled with the hope that singers will be able to make at least one of the rehearsals.
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A Message from the
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Members of St. John’s,
Do you like to eat?
Do you like to hang out with friends and family?
Do you like to support the youth of St. John’s?
If you answered yes to any or all of these questions, come to our Youth Gathering Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on Saturday, March 10th! The dinner will begin at 6:30 pm following the Saturday night Worship Service. At 7:30 pm, MAD Camp for Teens will be performing a musical entitled “Martin and the Doors”. It will
be great entertainment for the whole family!
The youth and their families will be preparing and serving the food to all in attendance. There is no charge,
but we will be taking a free will offering. All funds raised at the dinner will go toward our Youth Gathering
trip funds. The 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering will be taking place in Houston, Texas this year. 22
youth and 4 adult leaders will head there in June to serve, worship, learn, and fellowship with 30,000 high
school youth from across the nation. This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for most, and your support is
crucial to make this trip a success!
A sign up for this dinner can be found on page 13 in this edition of The Messenger and the weekly bulletins.
We hope to see you there!
Blessings,
Jaime L. Taylor
Director of Youth & Family Ministries

LOOKING AHEAD:

Mid-week Lenten Services: Every Wednesday from Ash Wednesday, February 14th to March
28th at 7:30 pm in the Church Nave.
Confirmation Retreat: April 13th - 15th at Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center.

Palm Cross Making: All generations and ages are encouraged to meet in the Fellowship Hall at
6:00 pm on Friday, March 23rd to make Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday. Please bring a pair of
scissors.
Sunday School Donkey Walk: Meet in the Fellowship Hall by 9:15 am on Sunday, March 25th
to walk to the Nazareth Circle following the Donkey.
Palm Cross Delivery: Luther League and families will be delivering palm crosses to our shut in
parishioners on Sunday, March 25th immediately following the 10:45 am service. Lunch will be
provided.
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Please lend a helping paw. WELCA will
have a bin in the Fellowship Hall to collect supplies for the Center for Animal
Health and Welfare, a no-kill shelter.

MARCH BIBLE STUDY
WELCA Unit Board ~ Monday, March 5th at 6:00 p.m.
Rebekah Circle ~ Monday, March 5th at 7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle ~ Wednesday, March 7th at 9:30 a.m.

They need:
Dawn dish detergent
Bleach
Paper towels
Kitten food
Cat food
Used towels, sheets, blankets
Treats for cats and dogs

All groups meet in the church parlor.
EVERYONE WELCOME! PLEASE JOIN US!
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
Our grand total collected for the
Souper Bowl of Caring was
$633.07!!! The total for The Eagles
was $423.44 and the total for The Patriots was $209.63! A BIG Thank you
to all who contributed, all the counters and all other helpers!

Saturday, March 24th
Fellowship Hall
Registration 8:30 a.m.

FOOD BANK WEEKEND:
March 25th & 26th

For anyone who has ever received
the unconditional love of a cat or dog,
here is an opportunity to pay it forward.
Please join us as we welcome our
guest speaker, Kelly Bauer, Executive Director of the Center for Animal Health
and Welfare, a local no-kill shelter.

The Nazareth Area Food Bank
needs to replenish its supply of

cereal, pasta, spaghetti
sauce, beans but we also welcome any other items you
would like to donate. We are also collecting paper towels, napkins, toilet paper, tissues.
The Food Bank also uses the large-sized
brown paper bags so if you need to m ake
room in your pantry, drop them off as well.
THANK YOU!! The Nazar eth Ar ea Food
Bank truly appreciates the continued generosity and faithful support of the many members of
St. John’s.

---------------------------------------------------------------

WELCA SPRING BREAKFAST
Saturday, March 24th
Name: _________________________________

The deadline for all
submissions for the
April 2018 issue of
THE MESSENGER is:
Friday, March 9th. You may leave printed material in the Church Office mailbox or you may email
your article or announcement as a Word attachment to stjohnschurch@rcn.com. Thank you in
advance for your understanding and cooperation.

# People _________
Please RSVP by
Monday, March 19th
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Let’s Get Those Cards Out and Wish a Blessed
and Happy Birthday to Our Shut-In Friends
Celebrating This Month!

JoAnne FLOWERS

MOLLY SMITH

CAROL BIRCHAK

Gracedale Tower 9 C1
2 Gracedale Ave.
Nazareth, PA 18064

Gracedale SW-2 Rm. 5 Bed 3
2 Gracedale Ave.
Nazareth, PA 18064

232 Chestnut St.
Bath, PA 18014

March 3rd

March 11th

March 29th

2018 Fellowship Social Calendar
March 25

~ Evangelism (Palm Sunday Donkey Walk) during Sunday
School hour

April 28 & 29 ~ Stewardship / Day Care / Property (Volunteer Recognition
& Music Sunday)
May 20

~ Christian Education (Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday)

Groups Serving Christ Through St. John’s Church
Fellowship this month will be on Palm Sunday March 25th, following the
Procession through Nazareth with the donkey. This month’s host is the Evangelism Committee.
Evangelism Committee
The Stated purpose of the Evangelism Committee is “to welcome and connect
with others,” and “to share the Gospel with others and encourage them to do
the same.” One of the many activities this committee performs in this regard
is the connection with and support offered new members. They do this by
greeting and conversing with prospective members, conducting church tours
for them and others, distributing Welcome Bags which contain a variety of information about St. John’s, and maintaining a bulletin board with new member’s pictures so that others in our church may know and greet them.
Come join us for Fellowship! Take a few minutes to chat with the representatives of this
group and find out more about their activities and plans. You may find you would like to become part of their efforts.
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Easter is early this year - April 1st. With this in mind, the Cemetery Board of
Directors is reminding all plot owners to please remove all Christmas decorations and wreaths as Easter will soon be upon us. Thank you.
Do you shop at Giant? Do you want to help
out the youth who will be attending the
ELCA Youth Gathering in 2018? Then come
to our table in the Shepherd’s Room following
worship! You can purchase Giant gift cards at
face value in increments of
$25, $50, or $100, and 5%
will be donated by Giant!
Thank you in advance for
your support of our youth!

REDNER’S TAPES ~ The Social
Ministry Committee is still collecting Redner’s receipts for Lutheran
Congregational Services.
Please
remember you need a “Save-aTape” card and your receipts must
indicate the “Save-a-Tape” program at the bottom
where the total is shown. Receipts may be placed in
the basket in the rear of the nave.

CAN TABS WANTED ~ St. John’s is
collecting can tabs for the Philadelphia
Ronald McDonald House – a project of
the Nazareth Woman’s Club. Many families in the Lehigh Valley have found comfort and support at the PRMH. Please put your can tabs in the
green buckets found in the rear of the nave and outside the Church Office. Thank you for your support
of this worthwhile project.

Spring Begins
March 20th!

FAMILY HOSTS FOR SUSQUEHANNA CHOIR
THURSDAY NIGHT, MARCH 15
As part of our Faith Through the Arts festival this coming Lenten season, the magnificent voices of the Susquehanna University Choir, a Lutheran school in Selinsgrove, PA, will present a concert at St. John’s on Thursday evening, March 15. One of our responsibilities in hosting the choir is to provide overnight housing for
the student singers on Thursday, March 15. If your family has an extra bed to share, we would appreciate
your willingness to open your home to these college students. It is preferred that you be able to take at
least two students. In addition to overnight housing, each host family will also need to provide a simple
breakfast on Friday morning and then bring the students back to the church where they will load their bus.
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: _______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _______________________________________________________________________
# of guests I/we would be able to host: __________________
In case of allergies, please indicate the following:
Pet-free
yes no (please circle)

Smoke-free

yes

Please return to the church office by Monday, March 5.
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no

(please circle)

SAINT JOHN’S SPAGHETTI DINNER &
MAD CAMP FOR TEENS MUSICAL PRESENTATION
SATURDAY, MARCH 10 ~ 6:30 PM
An evening of fellowship, feasting, and live entertainment

The Dinner. A delicious spaghetti dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. by members of our Youth Gathering
team and their families. Immediately following the meal, we will be entertained by MAD Camp for Teens. A
freewill offering will be received and all proceeds will benefit the Youth Gathering trip to Houston, TX in June.
Make your reservation for the dinner by completing the tear-off below. Can’t make it to the dinner? Then
think about joining the Meatball Club by making a donation that will help send our Youth Gathering team to
Houston this summer. Indicate your participation in the Meatball Club by completing the RSVP below and
returning it to the church office.
The Entertainment. MAD Camp for Teens consists of talented students in middle and high school. They
will be performing their musical “Martin and the Doors”. This musical celebrates the five great truths declared by protestant reformer Martin Luther. Each scene delivers an important spiritual lesson as a computer
helps the characters search for clues that will lead them to Luther's doors of truth. In this, the 500th year anniversary of the Reformation, this musical will be fantastic entertainment for all!
____________________________________________________________________________

RSVP FOR SPAGHETTI DINNER/MEATBALL CLUB
SATURDAY, MARCH 10 ~ 6:30 PM
Name

______________________________________________________________
# of adults ________

# of children _________

Can’t make the dinner, but will sponsor a meatball in the amount of $ ______________.
Please return to the church office by Monday, March 5.
Gluten Free Pasta is available if needed.
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SEXTONS CORNER
HELLO TO ALL! SPRING IS AROUND THE CORENER!
There are still projects to be started this winter and into the spring. Several of these projects
will be from the Capital Campaign and others are new for this year.
If you have a skill set or experience with electrical, plastering, painting, plumbing, woodworking, concrete or welding please see Tony. We can use the help to achieve our goals.
The next two phases of repair work on the organ in the nave has been scheduled for June 2018.
(Capital Campaign). This repair work should take approximately one month to complete. A deposit
has been paid in order to secure a place in their schedule.
Painting of the nave will also be scheduled for June 2018 (Capital Campaign).
Restoration of the stained glass windows will now focus on the north wall (Prospect Street). (Capital
Campaign). A deposit was paid to secure a place on their schedule.
The Choir robe enclosure will be scheduled for First Quarter 2018. The closet will be located in the
Fellowship Hall This will ensure the contents of the closet are in a secure area and will also help choir
members and other who are not able to use the stairs. We are currently waiting on estimates for this
project. Estimates are forthcoming.
More work is required to safe guard the sewer pipe under the concrete ramp that runs to the building
does not collapse. This is active an in progress. Estimates are forthcoming from Nazareth Sewer,
Liberman Excavating/Mr. Rehab, Inc. Once these are received we can move forward.
There are still several items that need to be addressed at the Parsonage this spring. Currently we are
getting bids to install central air.
We are moving forward on obtaining a 2 cubic yard dumpster for recycling of cardboard, glass, plastic
and paper. This has already been approved by Property. There will be a monthly savings, however,
there is a one-time cost to get started. Estimates for the concrete pad are forthcoming.
Thank you, the Sextons
sextons@rcn.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS FROM THE DAYCARE ~ MARCH 2018
In February the classrooms had lots of fun with their Valentine projects and parties, but many of
them also learned how to keep their heart and teeth healthy. They also learned about President Washington and President Lincoln and why they were important figures in our history. Preschool and Pre-k had a
special Valentines dance and all the students dressed up and had a wonderful time. Pre-k also enjoyed a trip
to the Nazareth Middle School for Read across America where the middle school students spend time with
our students reading and doing activities.
The classrooms are all looking forward to spring and with St. Patrick’s Day and Easter both happening this month the classrooms will be very busy with special projects and celebrations. Pre-k always has tons
of fun trying to catch the Leprechaun, and all the classrooms will enjoy their egg hunts and visit from the
Easter Bunny for Easter.
Our Program provides care for children 6 weeks through school age from 6:30 am
to 6:30 pm. Our preschool curriculum is taught daily within our day. If you have any interest
in learning more about our center please call 610-759-4999 or email lisat@rcn.com.
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Love-A-Lot Nursery School
Between Valentine hearts and talking about keeping our hearts healthy, we certainly tried out every lesson/
craft/activity relating to hearts last month! This month we are ALL looking forward to welcoming SPRING –
our crafts and books will reflect this beautiful and long-awaited time of year.
We worked with the 3-year-old class on all facets of safety in February, both inside (with the help of Mr.
Yuk!) and outside. As part of National Children’s Dental Health Month, we had a day set aside to talk about
healthy teeth and each child left school with an incredibly large, sparkly smile. Aside from safety and healthy
teeth, we had a day of Penguins and continued to review numbers 1-5, colors, shapes, and cutting with scissors. This month, the children will enjoy a Teddy Bear day which is a delight for them as they bring their favorite furry friend to class. They will also learn numbers 6-9, paint with marbles, and review numbers and
shapes through fun and games.
Last month the 4-year-old class followed the Healthy Heart Program that is provided by the American Heart
Association for National Heart Month. This class also continued learning a new letter each week and focused
on writing their names correctly (both in pencil grip and forming the letters properly), rhyming, and blending
sounds. This month, the children will focus on their five senses, continue writing their names, practicing prewriting skills, sequencing, and opposites.
Over the last few years, we have welcomed our annual visit from a Center for Vision Loss representative.
Our representative comes in and provides free eye screenings for the children. We have seen many children
benefit from this important screening and go on to receive additional, necessary eye care that might have
been overlooked had it not been for this screening. We are very appreciative for this service, and we are
holding screenings for both classes in the beginning of April.
If you are interested in registering your child in Love-A-Lot Nursery School in September, there are openings in both the 3yo & 4yo classes. Both classes run from 9-11:30 am; 3yo meets Tuesday/Thursday and 4yo
meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday. There is also an optional lunch bunch for the 4yo class that runs 11:301pm. Please call (484-293-0720) or email (LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com) for more information and a
registration packet.

INCLEMENT
WEATHER
POLICY

The March wind roars like a lion in the sky,
And makes us shiver as he passes by.
When winds are soft and the days are warm
and clear,
Just like a gentle lamb, then spring is here.

During the week, the Church Office will follow the Nazareth Area
School District for delays and closings in case of
inclement weather. If the NASD closes for the day,
the Church Office will be closed and all afternoon/
evening activities for children and youth will be cancelled. Evening committee meetings will be at the
discretion of the chairperson. If the NASD has a 2hour delay, the Church Office will open at 10:00
a.m. and the afternoon/evening activities will be held
as scheduled unless you are otherwise notified. In
general, weekend worship services will NOT be
cancelled due to weather, but please use your best
judgment when deciding whether or not to join us;
your safety is our utmost concern.

~ Author unknown

Do you read the Messenger?
Please let us know.
You can email office@stjohnsnaz.org
or call us at 610-759-3090 x100.
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D Y K ?
Jonathan Edwards: Parish Pastor, Theologian, Scholar, Philosopher, Missionary
Jonathan Edwards was born 10/05/1703 in Connecticut Colony and died 3/22/1758 in the Province of New
Jersey. He was the 5th of 11 children born to Rev. Timothy Edwards and Esther Stoddard Edwards, who
was the daughter of Rev. Solomon Stoddard. His father, in addition to his parish duties, tutored boys for
College to supplement his income. As a boy, Jonathan was tutored and trained to attend Yale, where he
began his studies at just under the age of 13. He was an American born revivalist preacher and theologian
who is widely regarded as America’s greatest theologian and philosopher before the 20th Century.
Like most of the Puritans, he held to the Reformed theology, yet grounded his work on conceptions of
beauty, harmony, and ethics. He played a critical role as intellectual interpreter in shaping the “First Great
Awakening” in 18th Century Colonial America, and oversaw some of the first revivals in 1733-1735 at his
church in Northampton, Massachusetts.
Edwards taught that, “The essence of true religious experience is to be overwhelmed by a glimpse of the
beauty of God, to be drawn to the glory of His perfections, and to sense His irresistible love.” (Journal of
Lutheran Ethics – 2009).
He also believed and preached that, “Our eyes are opened when we are captivated by the beautiful love and
glory of God in Christ, when we see this love most powerfully demonstrated in Christ’s sacrificial love for
the undeserving. Then we feel forced to abandon love for self as the central principle of our lives and turn
to the love of God.” (Journal of Lutheran Ethics – 2009).
During a later revival in 1741, following George Whitefield’s tour of the Thirteen Colonies, Edwards delivered the sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”, a “Fire and Brimstone” classic of early American
Literature. This sermon is considered the spark of, “The First Great Awakening” in 18th Century Colonial
America. A fundamental premise of this movement was the conversion of individuals from a state of sin to a
“new birth” through the preaching of the Word. It was during this time that marked a new effort by colonists to reach out to Native Americans and to African Americans.
In the Wintry January of 1751 after being dismissed from the pastorate, Edwards preached the first of his
sermons as a prospective missionary to the Mohawk and Mohican Indians in the frontier village of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. He embraced his new role in God’s great work of redemption serving in that capacity, 1751-1758. Devoted to his craft, he composed over 200 original sermons for the Indians, rather than
simply re-use previously preached sermons.
One special sermon, prepared for the Lord’s Supper in 1751, was on Psalm 1:3, “He is like a tree
planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaves do not wither.”
The rich imagery was meaningful to Edwards and his Indian congregation. He explained to them, “Christ is
to the heart of a true saint like a river is to the roots of a tree that is planted by it”. He outlined how
Christ is the river of life to his redeemed people. “ As the waters of a river run easily, so is the love of
Christ; Christ is like a river in great plenty and abundance of his love and grace; Waters of a river flow constantly, likewise the love of Christ never ceases; Water refreshes and so Christ refreshes and satisfies the
heart and makes us rejoice.” (Journal of Lutheran Ethics – 2009).
Edwards moved to the post of President of the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in early 1758, but died
shortly thereafter as the result of an inoculation for smallpox. As a prolific sermon writer and author of
many books, Jonathan Edwards’ writings inspired thousands of missionaries throughout the 19th Century
and many Reformed Evangelicals still read his books today.
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SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Jan. 24, 2018 ~ 7:30 p.m.

PRESENT: Chris Andrews, Stephen Bajan II, Rita Bergstrom, Christina Brodt, Rev. Janice Butz, Rev. Dan Clayborne, Craig Dally, Cathie Dara, Christine Garrison, Gail
Price, Rev. Franklin Stinner, Wayne Vierzbicki, Joyce Wallace, Jackie Wolf.

REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. Jan. 14 – M.A.D. Camp did a performance at the 10:45
service and also at Moravian Hall Square.
2. Feb. 25 – March 25, 2018 – Arts Festival at St. John’s.
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Theme. Events are being
scheduled.
3. March 4 – Banquet of Song
4. Choirs are all back to a normal schedule.

ABSENT: Greg Leh, Michele Seaton, Jaime Taylor
DEVOTIONS: Craig Dally read from Luke 9:62.

MINUTES: The Minutes of the Dec. 13, 2017 meeting were DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT:
reviewed and stand as written. Motion by Wayne Vierzbicki Jackie Wolf reported: Complete as written including:
to accept the Minutes. 2nd – Chris Andrews. Motion passed. 1. Jan. 12-13 – The Lock-In was held. It was a great
event all the way around!
COMMUNICATIONS: Jackie Wolf had a conversation with 2. Jan. 24-29 – ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza – Houston, TX – Michele Seaton & I will be attendRev. Peggy Wuertele from Synod Office and they will meet
ing.
in April.
Thank you was received from Christine Garrison regarding 3. Feb. 3-4 – Youth Service Weekend
the acknowledgement from Council on the passing of her
father – Bernard Lauber.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PASTOR DAN CLAYBORNE’S REPORT: Complete as
written, including:
1. Attended “Safety Considerations in Worship Today”
seminar put on by the Lehigh Conference of churches
in Allentown.
2. Jan. 8 – Attended Mission District meeting at Holy Trinity Memorial Church in Catasauqua.
3. Jan. 23 – Attended a meeting with the Bishop and his
staff for clergy that are new to the NEPA Synod. Discussed Church Constitution & Bylaws.
PASTOR STINNER REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. I continue to meet regularly with Pastor Clayborne as
we work together to serve here at St. John’s. I believe
that this relationship is developing well as we get up to
speed with our new roles.
2. Dec. 18 – Attended a Church Security Workshop at
United Lutheran Seminary at Gettysburg.
3. I have returned to serving ½ time in January.
4. Handed out an article by Peter W. Marty “Church is inconvenient” from Christian Century.
5. High Point – Went with Elsie Frey to Country Meadows.
Had a wonderful afternoon.
6. Low Point – My pastoral mentor has passed away.

FINANCE: Stephen Bajan II reported:
1. Attendance is down which means offerings are low.
2. Dean Brodt did a presentation regarding income & expense of the church over the last six years.
3. Bruce Shafer asked Stephen if he would consult with
council or stewardship about financial presentation to
the congregation.
4. Sue Roth has put in her resignation for the Finance
Committee.
5. Stephen reported on the Mission Investment Fund.
COLUMBARIUM: Jackie Wolf reported:
1. 2nd Columbarium being considered.

DAY CARE: Rita Bergstrom reported:
1. 109 enrollment
2. Carpet in infant room shifts to the wall.
3. First Aid CPR training has been certified.
4. State Inspection will be dropping in.
5. Feb. 25 – March 25, 2018 - Day Care is invited to participate in “Faith Through The Arts”.
ENDOWMENT: Stephen Bajan II reported:
1. Outreach requests have been distributed.
2. Reviewed account – Doing well.
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(Continued on page 18)

(Continued from page 17)

EVANGELISM: Cathie Dara reported:
1. Getting ready for the Donkey Walk refreshments.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Welcomed new Council Members: Rita Bergstrom,
Christina Brodt & Michele Seaton
HELPING HANDS: Gail Price – No Meeting
2. Election of President – Gail Price nominated Jackie Wolf
for President. 2nd Chris Andrews.
LOVE-A-LOT: Wayne V. reported:
3. Council elected Jackie Wolf for President.
1. All is going well.
4. Election for Vice President – Christina Brodt nominated
2. 3 year old class – 22 spots are filled.
Cathie Dara for VP. 2nd Craig Dally.
5. Council elected Cathie Dara for Vice President.
PERSONNEL: Jackie Wolf reported:
6. TBD – Jackie Wolf – Spring Cleanup Day in 2018 for
1. Looking at job descriptions for Secretaries.
Archival Documents
7. Council Committee Coverage assignments were disPROPERTY: Wayne V. reported:
cussed for new council members.
1. Sewer line – Wayne V. reported on the repairs.
8. Approval of the – Schedule for New Member Orienta2. Towers repair work was discussed.
tion.
3. Fellowship Hall roof work was discussed: Flat Roof &
9. 2018 – Council meeting schedule – Council looked over
Slate Roof
dates.
10. Jan. 28 – Congregational Meeting. Yearly committee
SOCIAL MINISTRY: Cathie Dara reported:
reports will be discussed.
1. Ideas were discussed on reorganizing Evangelism Com- 11. Revisit/Revise Current Inclement Weather Policy –
mittee & Social Ministry
Jackie Wolf reported that St. John’s will follow WFMZ for
2. Feb 3-4 – Souper Bowl of Caring. Offerings will go to
school closings.
Nazareth Food Bank & Safe Harbor.
3. March 4 – Banquet of Song
Building Use Requests:
1. March 18 – Pamela Westphal – Fellowship Hall – Vocal
STEWARDSHIP: Christine Garrison - No Meeting
Recital
2. March 24 – WELCA – Fellowship Hall
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Jackie Wolf reported:
3. Motion: Craig Dally 2nd Stephen Bajan, II – Motion
1. Survey – We will compose a survey to be emailed in
passed.
2018 prior to the end of the Sunday School year.
2. Feb. 18 - Bear Creek Camp – A representative from
Council President Jackie Wolf declared the meeting adBear Creek Camp will be here.
journed at 8:46 p.m.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
WORSHIP & MUSIC: Chris Andres reported: – No Report
1. Discussed about the Gluten Free table.
Next Meeting = Feb. 27, 2018 @ 6:30 p.m.
2. Discussed about reducing the bulletin count.
3. Discussed about the Lord’s Prayer for Lenten Services. Next Devotions = Gail Price
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Respectfully submitted,
1. Update - Capital Campaign – Stephen Bajan II reported.
2. Review/Revise By-laws – Jackie discussed.
Joyce Wallace
3. April 8 – Council Luncheon at Miguel’s for Outgoing
Recording Secretary
Members.
4. Church Safety – Pastor Stinner & Pastor Clayborne discussed, more info will be coming.
5. Jackie Wolf thanked Council members for all their help
with Fellowship Hour on Jan. 7.
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SERVING GOD IN MARCH 2018

Isaiah Eddings

Ashley Breault

Emma Ricci

Aaron Leopold

Chiara Dooley

Mia Gregus

Jacob Golinsky

Charles Bonisese

Craig Dally

Edith Brodt

Lenna Harris

Karlene Kipp

Suzan Andrews

Charles Bonisese

Janice Smith

Craig & Ann Dally
Gerry & Suzanne Lewis

Karlene Kipp, Kathy Keeler
Ralph Deyo, Ginger Ritchie

Brian & Judy Flick
Roy Roth, Joe Grim

Ralph & Christina Brodt
Al & Lynne Babp

Christina Brodt
(610-653-0358)

USHERS

Please note the date you have been scheduled to serve. Kindly find a replacement if you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, and notify the Church Office. Contact the coordinator (in parenthesis) if you are unable to find someone to serve in your place. Sign-up books for Ushers, Nursery Attendants, Altar Flowers, Bulletin Sponsors, and CD Ministry Sponsors are found in the rear of the nave.

LECTORS

Cindy Evancho

ACOLYTES

Jordan Reuber

Karen Coleman

GREETERS

Mary Ann Kaspern
Daniel Young

Ralph Brodt

Christina Brodt
(610-653-0358)

5:30 p.m.
Youth

Caroline Hunter

Jaime Taylor/Church
Office (610-759-3090)

8:00 a.m.
Youth

Maryellen Werkheiser
(610-759-5191)

10:45 a.m.

Christina Brodt

TBD

Mat Benol

Cole Ruhf

Laurie Center
Richard & Joanne Ressler
Richard & Shirley Kuhn
Wayne & Bonnie Fogel
Jim, Lynn & Rachel Schaffer
Lee & Caroline Buss
Lester & Adrienne Grier
Suzan Andrews
Joe & Joy Grim
Brian & Judy Flick
Lee & Caroline Buss

Veronica Morris

Bill & Krista Hontz

8:00 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

10:45 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Dean & Barbara Sandbrook
Suzan Andrews
Ralph & Paulette Deyo
Joan Johnson

5:30 p.m.

Date & Time
of Service

Mar.
3- 4

Mar.
10 - 11

Mar.
17 - 18

Mar.
24 - 25

Mar. 31
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SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NAZARETH
MISSION STATEMENT: Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is a family of Believers of Christ, who worship together to be
nourished by the proclamation of God’s Word and by the gracious gifts of Baptism and Holy Communion. Empowered by the Holy
Spirit, through education and fellowship, we respond in obedience to God’s Word, without reserve, in service to the needs of all
God’s creation. Saint John’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

CONTACT US. . .

VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF

200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth, PA 18064-2801
Church Office
610-759-3090
Fax
610-759-3719
E-Mail
office@stjohnsnaz.org
Website
www.stjohnsnaz.org

Altar Flowers
Steven Millheim

610-365-2343

Altar Guild
Jocelyn Starner

610-759-3205

Bulletin Sponsors
Church Office

610-759-3090

Church Council President
Jackie Wolf

484-544-1940

THE CHURCH STAFF
Interim Pastor: Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne
prclayborne@stjohnsnaz.org
(h) 610-759-1571
(c) 774-239-6397
Associate Pastor: Rev. Franklin S. Stinner
prstinner@stjohnsnaz.org
610-746-9695

Greeters Schedule
Maryellen Werkheiser

Minister of Music: Rev. Janice I. Butz
jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org
610-882-9388

Helping Hands
Gail Price
Keith Shook

610-704-8736
610-759-0594

Katherine Von Bora Society
Susan Kelly

610-746-2231

Lectors Schedule
Christina Brodt

610-653-0358

Director of Youth & Family Ministries:
Jaime L. Taylor
610-759-3090
jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org
Assist. Organist/Choir Director:
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd

610-867-1330

610-759-5191

Love-A-Lot Nursery School
Andrea Miller, Director
484-293-0720
LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com

Parish Administrative Assistant:
Linda Kasmakites
office@stjohnsnaz.org
Parish Financial Secretary:
Bonnie Mertz
finance@stjohnsnaz.org

Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up)
Jaime Taylor
610-509-8288

Sextons: Gary Baltz, Tony Petrillo, Dean Brodt, Ray
Wolfe, Jr.
sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

Media Ministry
Lois Davis

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
Building Trust Fund - Jeff Daniels (Special appt.)
Day Care – Jackie Wolf
Evangelism - Sharon Werner
Helping Hands – Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Love-A-Lot Nursery School - Wayne Vierzbicki
Personnel - Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Property – Joe Billy, Wayne Vierzbicki
Social Ministry - Cathie Dara, Jackie Wolf
Stewardship – Christine Garrison
Sunday School - Jaime Taylor
Worship & Music - Chris Andrews
YEO Endowment - Donald Himler (Special appt.)
Youth Representative - TBA

Prayer Chain
Betty Laubach
St. John’s Day Care
Lisa Todd, Director

610-504-1635
lo.huthie@yahoo.com

610-759-0225
610-759-4999
lisat@rcn.com

Sunday School Committee
Lois Davis, Superintendent
610-504-1635
lo.huthie@yahoo.com
Ushers Schedule
Christina Brodt
610-653-0358
Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
Joyce Wallace
610-330-9113
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MARCH 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1
2
6:30 PM Partners for a New 4:15 PM Girl Scout #81078
Beginning (Parlor)
(Shepherd’s Rm.)
6:45 PM Chancel Choir
7:30 PM Banquet of Song
Reh.

4 3rd Sunday in Lent
8:00 AM Worship w/HC
9:15 AM Sunday School
9:15 AM Men’s Chorale
10:45 AM Worship w/HC
2:00 PM Banquet of Song Reh.
4:00 PM Banquet of Song Benefit
Concert for the Naz. Area Fd. Bank
Sexton on Duty: Ray

5

11 4th Sunday in Lent

12

8:00 AM
9:15 AM
9:15 AM
10:45 AM
3:00 PM

Worship
Sunday School
Men’s Chorale
Worship
Swing Time Dolls

6

6:00 PM WELCA Bd.
9:00 AM Ladies Aid
(Parlor) 4:00 PM JAM Sessions
6:30 PM Property (F.H.)
7:00 PM Stewardship (F.H.)
7:00 PM Rebekah Circle
(Parlor)

7:00 PM Day Care Bd.

Sexton on Duty: Dean

14
15
Ladies Aid
12:00 PM Bible Study
JAM Sessions
5:00 PM Chalice Choir
6:30 PM
Worship & Music
6:00 PM Partners Bd. (Parlor)
Sunday Sch. Bd.
6:00 PM Bible Study (F.H.)
7:00 PM
(Parlor)
6:15 PM Sr. High Youth Grp
6:30 PM Naz. Women’s Club 6:15 PM Confirmation 1 & 2
(F.H.)
7:00 PM NA (Downstairs)
6:30 PM Social Min. (F.H.)
7:30 PM Mid Week Lenten Svc.
20

25
Palm Sunday / Food Bank Weekend
Arts Festival Ends
8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Fellowship - Evangslism
9:15 AM Donkey Walk
10:45 AM Worship
Sexton on Duty: Ray

27

No Scheduled Activities

6:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

8
Ruth Circle (Parlor)
Bible Study
6:15 PM Evangelism (F.H.)
Chalice Choir
6:30 PM Men’s Chorale
Day Care Supervisor 7:30 PM Chancel Choir
Training (Rm. 11)
Bible Study (Parlor)
Sr. High Youth Grp
Confirmation 1 & 2
NA (Downstairs)
Mid Week Lenten Svc.

13
9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM

18 5th Sunday in Lent
19
8:00 AM Worship w/HC
7:00 PM Finance
9:15 AM New Member/Baptism
8:00 PM Endowment
Class (Parlor)
9:15 AM Sunday School
Ingrid Bohn, Storyteller
10:45 AM Worship w/HC
3:00 PM Craig Thatcher & Nyke
Van Wyk Concert
7:30 PM Pamela Westphal Vocal
Recital
Sexton on Duty: Tony
26

7
9:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM

9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

21
12:00 PM
Ladies Aid
5:00 PM
JAM Sessions
6:00 PM
Helping Hands (F.H.) 6:15 PM
Church Council
6:15 PM
(Parlor)
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM JAM Sessions

28 Holy Wednesday
Love-A-Lot Closed
12:00 PM Bible Study
5:00 PM Chalice Choir
6:00 PM Bible Study (Parlor)
6:15 PM Sr. High Youth Grp
6:15 PM Confirmation 1 & 2
7:00 PM NA (Downstairs)
7:30 PM Holy WednesdaySvc.

3
10:00 AM Philethia Choir
10:00 AM Banquet of Song –
Children’s Choir Reh.
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Prelude of Music by Emmanuel
Lutheran Church Handbell Ens.
Sexton on Duty: Ray
10
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
6:30 PM Spaghetti Dinner
7:45 PM Martin & The Doors

Sexton on Duty: Dean

16
17
COUNCIL REPORT
10:00 AM Festival Choir Reh.
Partners for a New DEADLINE
11:00 AM Men’s Chorale
Beginning (Parlor)
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Susquehanna Univ. 4:00 PM Girl Scout #81078
Prelude of vocal solos by
Choir
(Shepherd’s Rm.)
Evelyn Stewart

22
Bible Study
Chalice Choir
Bible Study (Parlor)
Sr. High Youth Grp
Confirmation 1 & 2
NA (Downstairs)
Mid-Wk Lenten Svc.

9
MESSENGER
DEADLINE

SATURDAY

7:00 PM Chancel Choir

Sexton on Duty: Tony
23

24 Food Bank Weekend

8:30 AM WELCA Breafast (F.H.)
6:00 PM Palm Cross Making
10:00
AM Philethia Choir
(F.H.)
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
7:00 PM Essence of Joy Gospel
Choir from Penn State Univ.
Sexton on Duty: Ray

29 Maundy Thursday
Love-A-Lot Closed

30 Good Friday

31

Love-A-Lot Closed
10:00 AM Festival Choir Reh.
Day Care Closed
5:30 PM Holy Saturday Vigil
Church Office Closed
with HC / Renewal of
7:30 PM Maundy Thurs. Svc.
Baptismal Vows
7:30 PM Tenebrae Svc.
Sexton on Duty: Dean

