PASTOR STINNER’S REFORMATION MESSAGE
The last Sunday in October in Lutheran churches like ours we celebrate the Reformation. But what is it
that we celebrate about the Reformation? First, let me give you a Latin phrase that became the motto of the
Reformation: “Ecclesia reformata semper reformanda.” which means “The Church Reformed, Always Reforming.”
That motto speaks of the ongoing nature of the Reformation. We don’t always think of it that way. We
think the Reformation was something that happened long ago, but it doesn’t affect us. But that’s not the case!
The Reformation didn’t just happen once, and that’s it! It was the intention of the reformers for this to be ongoing. The church should always be willing to see where it stands in God’s sight. “Semper Reformanda” –
“Always Reforming.”
And, yes, reformation implies “change.” And yes, I know that “change” can be a “bad word” in the
church and in our congregation! And yes a lot changed in the Church in the time of “the Reformation”. But
remember, that a lot was changing in the world, too. The Renaissance, the “Age of Enlightenment” was in full
swing. Johannes Gutenberg had perfected his moveable type printing process in 1450, and people were now
obtaining their own printed material. And they were starting to read, and to learn for themselves. It was also
the “Age of Exploration.” Old “Chris” Columbus had discovered a whole new hemisphere in the late 1400’s.
He changed everyone’s thinking about the world. And speaking of changing everyone’s thinking, Nicolaus
Copernicus was around in those days, and he was saying that the earth was not the center of the universe! And
people in the church were starting to question what they had simply taken for granted in the past.
So, “Reformation” meant “change.” Martin Luther was challenging the church to rethink its ways.
There was then, and continues to be now in the issues we face, a push and pull between the new and the old.
(Lord knows we’re aware of that in our church!) But Luther was very much aware that all the old wasn’t bad,
and all the new wasn’t good. They had a standard on which they based their reforms. The full Latin phrase we
started with was “Ecclesia reformata semper reformanda secundum verbi dei.” That means, “The Church reformed and always reforming according to the Word of God.”
We cannot forget that part! Because the other thing we need to know about the Reformation is that the
Church cannot reform itself! God is the agent of reformation. The church is rather the object of God’s reforming work. It’s our job to seek and to know what God is doing in us. That’s so important! It’s not us changing
things to the way we want them. It’s seeking what God wants! We need to recognize that our faith is not stagnant. We are reformed, and we are being reformed. We are changed and we are changing.
Now, I am sure I don’t need to list all the things that are changing in our world today. In the same way
the Church was reformed in the past, God does reform his people to do what he has called us to today, if we
are open to him. What about us? Are we seeking to walk in God’s ways? Do we seek to measure ourselves
against his word? Are we seeking to be “Ecclesia reformata semper reformanda secundum verbi dei.” “The
Church reformed and always reforming according to the Word of God.”

Pastor Stinner
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PASTORAL ACTS
PRAYER CHAIN ~ Do you, your
family members or friends have
a need for prayer? Would you
like to join the Prayer Chain?
Please call Betty Laubach at 610-7590225 or the Church Office at 610-7593090 and let them know.

We rejoice that those listed below have been liberated from sin and death by being joined in the
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
through the sacrament of Holy Baptism in the
months of August & September 2018:
CAMILA ROSE SCARANGELLO
Daughter of Daniel & Sarah (Klemka) Scarangello
Born: December 6, 2017
Baptized: August 25, 2018

UPCOMING
NEW MEMBER/BAPTISM CLASS
Sunday, October 14th at 9:15 a.m.
Sunday, November 18th at 9:15 a.m.
Class is held in the Church Parlor. Please contact
the Church Office at 610-759-3090 X100 with any
questions.

CARSON ALLEN SMITH
Son of Jason & Katie (Harding) Smith
Born: March 23, 2018
Baptized: September 1, 2018

As autumn settles in, you surround us with warmth and tenderness, like a parent cuddling a child. Thanks for your protection and love, Lord. Despite our sinfulness, you claim us as saints. No matter what we’re facing, you fill us with your
hope and joy, Holy Spirit. We are constantly astounded, God, by your amazing grace! Ruler of creation, reign in our
hearts, and give us faith to trust and follow your lead. Amen.
Oct. 6 - 7

20th Sunday after Pentecost / World Wide Communion Sunday / Holy Communion at
all services / Presentation of 7th Grade Hymnals

Oct. 13 - 14

21st Sunday after Pentecost

Oct. 20 - 21

22nd Sunday after Pentecost / Harvest Home / Holy Communion at all services /
Food Bank Weekend

Oct. 27 - 28

23rd Sunday after Pentecost / Reformation Celebration

Nov. 3 - 4

All Saints’ Weekend / Holy Communion at all services

Nov. 10-11

25th Sunday after Pentecost / Stewardship Weekend

Nov. 17 - 18

26th Sunday after Pentecost / Holy Communion at all services / Blessing of Stewardship
Commitment Cards / Congregational Meeting/Elections

Nov. 24-25

Christ the King Sunday / Food Bank Weekend / Golden Age Weekend
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Grace Notes

Why is the organ silent?

In centuries past, there was an edict by the Church that the organ should remain silent during the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent, and especially during the three Holy days beginning with Maundy Thursday
and ending with the Easter Vigil. In the early Church, much of the music was unaccompanied singing by
the choir and there was very little congregational participation. In those days it was logical to completely
cease the use of the organ during Advent and Lent in order to provide for seasonal contrast. These days
with choir anthems predominantly accompanied, strong congregational singing, and a participatory liturgy,
it no longer makes sense to remove all accompaniment. The organ, with its vast and varied tonal capacity,
is the perfect instrument to lead and support congregational hymn singing.
In some traditions, however, the abandonment of the organ during Holy Week is still in practice, marking
a distinction between the solemnity of Good Friday and the triumphant joy of Easter. Many years ago, I
had the great opportunity to be the assisting organist for the Easter Vigil at Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago. During this three-hour service, beginning in darkness and silence, the liturgy moved from the lighting
of the Paschal candle, continued with the Biblical readings of salvation history, followed with the sacrament
of baptism, and concluded with the sacrament of Holy Communion. About two hours into the service and
just before the Gloria was sung, the organ burst forth in all of its magnificence. Bells began to ring and the
congregation joined in singing “Glory to God in the highest.” Indeed, it was a glorious moment when the
tremendous splendor and grandeur of the organ was heard for the first time in two days.
As most of you are aware, our St. John’s organ has been silent for well over a month now and will continue to be out of use for at least two to three more months. It’s not due to liturgical reasons, but to the
simple fact that the organ needed to be cleaned and retuned to assure its proper functioning for many
years ahead. Within the organ chamber, there are thousands of pipes, some made of wood and others
metal. Their size varies from the largest ones weighing almost three hundred pounds to tiny ones which
are no bigger than a pencil, and a whole range of sizes in between, covering the entire musical range from
the lowest to the highest note, and from the loudest to the softest sounds. While the life of organ pipes
can span centuries, they do need periodic cleaning and adjustment every few decades to maintain their
musical quality. Just imagine how much dust would accumulate on furniture if it were only cleaned every
forty years or so. Because of the compact placement and delicacy of the internal pipes of the organ, it is
only possible to clean them when the organ is completely dismantled for overhaul.
By the Christmas season we will be blessed to once again have the organ functioning with all of its majestic
and beautiful tones to lead us in song. What a joy it will be when the restoration of our organ is completed!
Grace and peace,
Rev. Janice Butz, Minister of Music
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A Message from the
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
UPCOMING EVENTS

Fall event announcement: There will be a Fall Corn
Maze event for church members, families, and
friends of all ages on Sunday, October 21st at
Mazezilla Corn Maze in Saylorsburg. We will meet in
St. John’s Fellowship Hall at 4:00 pm, and then head
out to Mazezilla. You can drive as a family or carpool
with other church members. If you’d prefer to drive
as a family, you can meet us directly at the corn
maze around 4:30 pm. There will be a St. John’s banner set up at a tent - you will see it once you take the
hayride over to the maze. Look for us there! If you
prefer to carpool, or have a youth who needs transportation, please meet in the Fellowship Hall at 4:00
pm. Cost is $10/person and includes admission to
the maze, snacks, beverages, and s’mores over a
campfire! We hope you will join us for an evening of
fun!

At a Glance:
Luther League will go to the Corn Maze on
Sunday, October 21st. Please meet at the
church at 4:00 pm. Cost is $10.
Luther League will be making Christmas Gifts for our
shut ins on Sunday, November 4th at 12:00 pm.
Lunch will be provided. Please meet in the Youth
Room.

Looking Ahead to December/January:
Christmas Gift Delivery: Sunday, December 2nd at 12:00 pm.
Sunday School Christmas Program: Sunday, December 16th at 9:15 am. (Snow date Sunday, December
23rd).

November upcoming events:
We will be making Christmas Gifts for our shut in parishioners on Sunday, November 4th. This is a great
service project and a wonderful way to help those
who cannot make it to church to remember we are
thinking of them. We will meet up in the Youth
Room at 12:00 pm. Lunch will be provided. We will
be done around 1:30 pm.

Christmas with the Elves: Sunday, December 23rd
at 9:15 am. (Snow date Sunday, December 30).
Lock In: Friday, January 11 - Saturday, January 12, 2019

Blessings,
Jaime L. Taylor
Director of Youth & Family Ministries

The deadline for all
submissions for the
December 2018 /
January 2019 issue of
THE MESSENGER is:
Monday, Nov. 12th. You may leave printed
material in the Church Office mailbox or you may
email your article or announcement as a Word
attachment to office@stjohnsnaz.org. Thank you
in advance for your understanding and cooperation.

SHYG!! All Youth entering or
leaving grades 9 - 12: Don’t forget every Wednesday night at
6:15 p.m. up in the Youth Room
we have SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
GROUP. This is a fun time to
come and hang out and have
meaningful discussions together.
See you on Wednesday!

“The Messenger” is published monthly, with the exception of the combined July/August issue. Some content for this
newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2015 by Communication Resources. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
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Coming in November!
The M.A.D. Camp performance of the children’s musical

Rescue At Sea

Saturday, November 3, immediately following the Stewardship Dinner
Sunday, November 4, during the Sunday School hour at 9:15 a.m.

Join us for an entertaining evening on Saturday, November 3, when talented young actors
and actresses take the stage for the Music, Art, and Drama Camp production of Rescue at
Sea. Based on the Biblical stories of Noah and the flood, Jonah and the whale, and Paul’s
shipwreck, the musical conveys the message of God’s presence and healing power in the
midst of life’s wildest storms and turbulent moments. Filled with humor, upbeat songs, and
a witty script, the musical is bound to provide an evening of fun, laughter, and entertainment. If you can’t make it to opening night, join us for a repeat performance during Sunday School the next morning. Hope to see you there!

Saturday night, November 3rd, following the Stewardship Dinner
Repeated Sunday morning, November 4th at 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL

STEWARDSHIP DINNER
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018
6:30 P.M. FELLOWSHIP HALL
After Dinner, See the Opening Performance of M.A.D. Camp’s

Rescue At Sea
Meat, drinks, and complete place settings to be provided.
Bring your favorite covered dish to share.
A free-will offering will be taken.
I (We) plan to attend the Stewardship Dinner: (Reservations are strongly suggested)
NAME: ___________________________________________________
# ADULTS: _______

# CHILDREN: _______

Please R.S.V.P. by Sunday, October 28th. This form can be returned by mail, by placing it in
the collection plate, or by putting it in the Stewardship mailbox by the Church Office door.
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Received in the months of

AUGUST &
SEPTEMBER 2018

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER BIBLE STUDY

DOLLY KNECHT
Adele Roth; Betty Pasternak; Elsie Frey; Willour & Arlene Smith; Mary & Kaj Karch; Paulette & Ralph
Deyo; Francis F. Flick, Jr. Family; Bruce & Frances
Shorkey; Tom & Connie Rothrock & Steve & Joe;
Mary Kathryn & Tom Overholt; Anthonina Overholt;
Randy & Amy Stoudt; Dorothy Danner; Grace Evanko;
Ginny Kleintop; Betty Wascher; Marcie Wolfe; James
& Cindy Paukovitch; Diane Sysko; Elaine Buralli; Ursula Genthner; Roy & Gloria Roth; Pete & Lorraine Sevi;
Richard Kraemer; John St. Clair

The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, October
3rd & November 7th at 9:00 a.m. The Rebekah
Circle will meet Monday, October 1st & November 7th at 7:00 p.m. Both groups meet in the
church parlor.
EVERYONE WELCOME! PLEASE JOIN US!
Don’t forget to turn your clocks
BACK one hour at 2 a.m. on Sunday, November 4th (before you go
to bed Saturday night)!

STEVEN WERKHEISER
Roy & Gloria Roth

*This is a good time to change the batteries in
your smoke detectors!*

CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE
2018 NOMINATION FORM
In accordance with the church constitution and bylaws, a Congregational Meeting will be held following all
worship services on the weekend of November 17 – 18, 2018 for the purpose of electing Church Council
representatives for terms beginning in the year 2019. There are four (4) positions open for election/reelection.
The Nominating Committee is requesting suggestions from the congregation for
members who would agree to have their names appear on the ballot.
The following persons are currently serving on Church Council:
Chris Andrews
Christina Brodt
Christine Garrison
Stephen Bajan, II
Craig Dally
Greg Leh
Rita Bergstrom
Cathie Dara
Gail Price
Chiara Dooley (Youth Representative)

Michele Seaton
Wayne Vierzbicki
Jackie Wolf

Completing his second term, and therefore ineligible for re-election, and leaving the board is: Wayne
Vierzbicki. We sincerely thank him for his time spent on Church Council and his dedicated service to God
and to St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Eligible for re-election is: Chris Andrews, Stephen Bajan II, Craig Dally
Please submit your nomination on the form below and place it in the offering plate, drop it off at the Church
Office, or give it to a member of the Nominating Committee (Dean Brodt, Judy Shafer and Joyce Wallace)
by Sun. Nov. 4, 2018. The nominee will be contacted to determine if they agree to have their name appear on
the ballot.
My Name: _________________________________
I would like to nominate: _____________________________________ for Church Council.
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2018 Fellowship Social Calendar
October 28 ~ Evangelism/Social Ministry
November 10-11 ~ Stewardship & Finance
December 9 ~ Adult Sunday School Classes
Fellowship for October will be hosted by the Evangelism/Social Committee on October 28. Fellowship for November will be hosted by the Stewardship Ministry Team and the Finance Committee on Saturday November 10 following the evening service and Sunday November 11 following both services, as part of our Stewardship Weekend.
Evangelism Committee
The purpose of the Evangelism Committee is “to welcome and connect with others,” and “to
share the Gospel with others and encourage them to do the same.” One of the many activities
this committee performs in this regard is the connection with and support offered new members. They do this by greeting and conversing with prospective members, conducting church
tours for them and others, distributing Welcome Bags which contain a variety of information
about St. John’s, and maintaining a bulletin board with new member’s pictures so that others
in our church may know and greet them.
Social Ministry
Social Ministry is responsible for raising the social consciousness of our congregation to make
us aware of the physical, social, economic, political, and spiritual human condition. They work
for the positive social change by providing the means to take action. Their projects include Ingathering, Christmas in July, Souper Bowl Sunday, and Social Ministry Sunday. They also
provide School Health and Baby Kits for Church World Services. The Committee meets in the
church parlor and welcomes volunteers.

Stewardship Ministry Team
The Stewardship Ministry Team guides the congregation on their faith journey in growing, developing, and advancing the use of the many gifts with which God has blessed us. Each year
the team selects a theme designed to inspire and enhance our understanding of stewardship
living and giving through biblical references and practical applications. Specifically, the annual
Volunteer Recognition Weekend, Stewardship Dinner, and Stewardship letter are designed to
raise awareness of the active volunteer Stewardship Ministry within St. John’s and the need for
support through the sharing of our time, our talents, and our possessions. Our current theme
“Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity” is based on 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. Taking time to listen
to God’s voice, fellowship with others, examining and using our talents, and joyfully offering
our financial support are the emphasis of this theme. The Committee meets on the first Monday of each month.
Finance Committee
The Finance Committee is responsible for the administration of the operating expenses of the
church. Their activities, to name just a few, include the preparation of the annual budget, review of monthly reports from all organizations operating within the church, arranging for an
annual audit of all organizations’ books, examination and approval of any expenditure not specifically budgeted for, and the regular review of the status of funds available versus expenditures pending. This Committee meets on the third Monday of each month.
Come join us for fellowship!
Take a few minutes to chat with the representatives of these groups and find out more about their
activities and plans. You may find you may want to become part of their efforts.
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The Nazareth Area Food Bank needs to replenish its supply of the items listed below, but
we welcome any other items you would like to donate. Your continued generosity is
greatly appreciated. THANK YOU!!

FOOD BANK WEEKEND:
*October 22nd & 23rd: stuffing, instant potatoes, cranberry sauce, one-dish meals, soup
November 24th & 25th: soup, hot cereal, peanut butter, vegetables
The Food Bank is no longer collecting large-sized brown paper bags.

Blessings of all Animals
Oct. 7th ~ 2 PM
in the church parking lot.
Refreshments will be served.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS
Food Bank Weekend for October has been
moved to October 22nd & 23rd to coincide
with Harvest Home Weekend.

Any questions contact Joy Grim at 610-381-2175.

The Stewardship Dinner will be held on Saturday,
November 3th. There will be a free will offering to help with some of the cost of the
meal provided by the Stewardship Committee.
The sign up form can be found on page 5 in this
issue of the Messenger.

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS OF SAINT JOHN’S:
You will receive Commitment Cards along with Time
& Talent Sheets from the Stewardship Committee in
early November. The Commitment Cards will be
collected and blessed the weekend of November 17
- 18. Please fill out the Time & Talent Sheets for any
of the ministries you are interested in learning more about or joining.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN REMINDER
As our campaign comes to a close, January
2019, please remember to fulfill your
pledge commitment, as our uncollected
balance currently stands at $36,000. Much
has been accomplished, but there are projects that still need to be completed.
Thank you for your faithful commitment to St
John’s!

The STEWARDSHIP DINNER is Saturday,
November 3rd after the worship service at 6:30 p.m. followed by the
M.A.D. Camp premiere performance
of “Recue At Sea.” There will be a
repeat performance Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.
for the Sunday School.

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
(Nov. 3 - 4) gives us an opportunity to thank God for
the lives of saints, like our
loved ones, who passed away
since last All Saints’ Day.
During the prayers, our loved ones’ names will be
mentioned and commemorated. We hope you will
join in this celebration of All Saints’ Day.

We will celebrate CHRIST
THE KING SUNDAY on Nov.
24 - 25. Let it be a reminder
to us that our gratitude and
obedience is to Christ our King.
Christ has brought us light and hope and deliverance.
“O worship the King, all glorious above, O gratefully
sing his power and his love.”

GOLDEN AGE WEEKEND
Golden Age Weekend (Nov. 24th & 25th)
honors all God’s precious
saints who have attained the
biblical age of three score
years and ten.
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!
Items for “Support Our Troops” are once again being gathered! The boxes we send are very
much appreciated, according to the thank you notes we have received over the years.
Puzzle books; playing cards; paperback books; current magazines such as Car & Driver, Popular
Mechanics, People, and current Reader’s Digest; popping corn; packets of instant oatmeal, coffee,
cocoa, tea and Kool Aid; candy (no chocolate); chewing gum; peanuts; energy bars; breakfast bars; Cracker
Jack; beef jerky; black socks; lip balm; small plastic containers of baby powder, shampoo, hand and body lotion, and shower gel are all useful to include in the mailings. Small bags (single size) of snacks - no large
bags please.
If anyone has the address of someone serving in the military in Afghanistan and Iraq, please leave that information in the Church Office so that boxes can be sent. Packages will be mailed the beginning of December with the help of the Youth Group.
Thanks to our caring congregation for participation in the past. We remember those who serve our country
with our prayers and our boxes from home.
Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee
OCTOBER LECTOR SCHEDULE
Please not the date you have been scheduled to lector.
Kindly find a replacement if you are unable to serve on your scheduled date and notify the Church Office.

Weekend of

Saturday
5:30 PM
Charles Bonisese

Sunday
8:00 AM
Sharon Werner

Sunday
10:45 AM
Christianna Hunter

Oct. 13 & 14

Cindy Evancho

Suzan Andrews

Craig Dally

Oct. 20 & 21
Oct. 27 & 28

Lenna Harris
Charles Bonisese

Edith Brodt
Hildegard Kurt

Ralph Brodt, III
Karlene Kipp

Oct. 6 & 7

OCTOBER USHER SCHEDULE
Weekend of
Oct. 7

Sunday ~ 10:45 AM
Roy Roth, Joe Grim, Ralph Deyo, Ginger Ritchie

Oct. 14

Craig & Ann Dally, Gerry & Suzanne Lewis

Oct. 21

Ralph & Christina Brodt, Christine & Tim Garrison

Oct. 28

Karlene Kipp, Kathy Keeler, Judy & Brian Flick

OCTOBER GREETER SCHEDULE
Weekend of
Oct. 6 & 7
Oct. 13 & 14

Saturday
5:30 PM
Barbara Smith
Mary Hillebrenner

Oct. 20 & 21

Sarah Amberger

Oct. 27 & 28

Lee & Candy Buss

Sunday
8:00 AM
Youth
Kyle & Sue Roth
Dean & Barbara Sandbrook
Barry & Lois Morris
Richard & Shirley Kuhn
Dean & Barbara Sandbrook
Keith & Kathy Shook
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Sunday
10:45 AM
Youth
Sue Werner, Doris Pizzuto
Maryellen Werkheiser
Brian & Judy Flick
Wayne & Bonnie Fogel
Joe & Joy Grim
Bill & Kathy Schultz

Let’s Get Those Cards Out and Wish a Blessed and
Happy Birthday to Our Shut-In Friends
Celebrating In October & November!
ANNA WOLPER

October 12th

Moravian Hall Square
175 W. North St.
Nazareth, PA 18064
JAMES HARTZELL

WILLIAM SCHULTZ, JR.

ELIZABETH HUTH

Alexandria Manor Rm. 206
7 S. New St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

142 N. Spruce St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

October 15th

October 15th

Pond View Manor
P.O. Box 67
Walnutport, PA 18088
CAROLYN GEHMAN

FREDERICK HANK

ELIZABETH WAGNER

Gracedale Tower 3A
2 Gracedale Ave.
Nazareth, PA 18064

Moravian Hall Square - 112B
175 W. North St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

November 1st

October 22nd

889 Bushkill Center Rd
Nazareth, PA 18064

October 17th

GLADYS DAY

VIRGINIA KUHNS

November 21st

Alexandria Manor Rm. 213
7 S. New St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

November 5th

November 26th

Country Meadows Bldg. 3 Rm. 120
4007 Green Pond Rd.
Bethlehem, PA 18020

Correspondence…
On behalf of the Knecht family, we
would like to express our sincere thanks for
all the thoughts and prayers at the time of the
passing of Lillian “Dolly” Knecht.

Thank you to St. John’s Congregation
for the funds collected in the Special Church
Offerings following our house fire in April, the
gift cards provided and all the prayers and
support received during this stressful time.

Special thank you to Pastor Stinner for
his many visits and prayers during Dolly’s illness and for his touching homily given at the
memorial service. We would also like to
thank the Von Bora Society for the wonderful
luncheon and Helping Hands for the flowers
that were placed in church in memory of Dolly. It is wonderful to be part of such a caring,
faith community.

Your generosity and support were appreciated as we now move forward to rebuild.
Thank you from bottom of our hears,

God Bless,
Rod Knecht and Family
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SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
June 27, 2018 ~ 6:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Chris Andrews, Stephan Bajan II, Rita Bergstrom, Christina Brodt, Rev. Janice Butz, Rev. Dan Clayborne, Cathie Daria, Christine Garrison, Gail Price,
Wayne Vierzbicki, and Jackie Wolf.

hearsals for the group were held on Sunday morning,
June 10, as well as Wednesday evening, June 13. It
was an enjoyable experience for all who sang, and the
choir did a nice job singing for our morning worship.
Unfortunately, our youngest member, a first grader,
ABSENT: Craig Dally, Greg Leh, Michele Seaton, Rev.
was sick on the Sunday we sang. This was also the
Franklin Stinner, Jaime Taylor and Joyce Wallace.
first Sunday that we worshipped in the Shepherd’s
DEVOTIONS: Pastor Dan and Chris Andrews shared
room and I thought it was a nice change to be in a
devotions.
slightly different space. We thank the custodians for
doing a great job in setting up the room.
MINUTES: The minutes of the May 23, 2018 meeting
2.
Our Celebration Choir, 2nd thru 6th graders, sang a
were reviewed. Correction on Janice’s report, #4, May
program at Moravian Hall Square on Friday afternoon,
18, “Children” sang for the Love-A-Lot graduation proJune 22, along with a few of our youth choir members.
gram. Janice accompanied the children from the school to
The residents certainly enjoyed singing and hearing the
sing, not children from our congregation. Motion by Cathchildren, and it was a great experience for the children
nd
ie Dara to accept the minutes; 2 Chris Andrews. Motion
as well.
passed.
3. The Chalice Choir officially concluded their season on
COMMUNICATIONS: Council received a lovely thank
Pentecost Sunday, but some of them continued to
you note from Craig Dally for the Edible Arrangements
learn how to play handbells. They played for our worthat was sent to him after his surgery.
ship service on Sunday, June 24, and sang an anthem as
well.
PASTOR DAN CLAYBORNE’S REPORT: Complete as written, including:
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES
1. Along with Pastor Stinner, met with Pastor Grubb of REPORT: Complete as written, including:
St. John’s, Bath; Pastor Taylor of Grace, Belfast to dis- 1. Packing Boxes for the Military was held on Wednescuss opportunities for us to work together. We are
day, June 6th. It was a small group of youth helpers,
discussing the possibility of a joint barbeque for our
but they got it done! This event is under the direction
churches and the community at the Nazareth Boro
and guidance of Dean and Barbara Sandbrook. A spePark in the afternoon on the weekend of September 8
cial thank you goes to Chris Garrison who helped out
and 9 and have another meeting planned for July.
while I was at my brother-in-law’s high school gradua2. Met with Pastor Jeff Brinks of St. John’s UCC and
tion.
Lester Anderson, Treasurer of Greenwood Cemetery 2. Vacation Bible School was held from Monday, June 18Co. to discuss the assessment letters we received
Friday, June 22, 2018. Our them was “Shipwrecked:
from the county on the two cemeteries. This promptRescued by Jesus”. We had around 90 children attend
ed discussion of the liability of each congregation and
this year! Our scenery was once again done by Karto perhaps beginning to look for the best path forward
lene Kipp and Kathy Keeler. They did an amazing job,
with regard to cemetery ownerships by the congregaas per usual! A special thanks to all the youth Crew
tions.
Leaders, Station Leaders, Janice Butz, Lois Davis for
3. Attended the NE PA Synod assembly in Wilkes-Barre
their help in making the week a great success. The
on June 8 and 9.
scenery and leftover supplies will be donated to Rev.
Susan Ruggles’ church, St. John’s in Easton, as they are
PASTOR STINNER REPORT: Complete as written,
doing the same theme later this summer.
including:
3.
Myself, 21 Youth, and 3 Adult Leaders leave for the
1. Attended the Northeastern PA Synod Assembly in
Youth Gathering on Wednesday, June 27 & return on
Wilkes Barre on June 8.
July 2nd (but will not arrive back to the church until
2. My upcoming worship schedule for St. John’s is: I will
very early in the morning on July 3rd). Please keep our
be preaching on July 7-8, and presiding on August 4-5.
Youth Gathering Team, as well as all the other church
3. I will be on vacation from June 18 to July 1. As the
groups heading to the Youth Gathering in your
council meeting starts, I will be attending a ceilidh in
thoughts and prayers this week. I will be taking the
Stanley Bridge, Prince Edward Island.
following few days off to recuperate, and will be back
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written,
in the office on Tuesday, July 10th.
including:
1. An intergenerational Family Choir was organized to
(continued on pg, 12)
sing for our worship service on Sunday, June 17. Re-
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

STEWARDSHIP: Christine Garrison reported:
1. Diane discussed the publications she ordered
FINANCE: Stephen Bajan II reported:
for us to use for our Stewardship program.
1. “Lillie” donations, should be corrected to read,
Diana ordered the Big Book of Presbyterian
“Lily”.
Stewardship. Diana is also looking into Abun2. Dean said we have roof damage from the storm
dant Joy, Overflowing Generosity. She will
and that we have a $1,000 deductible. Kardelis
email the Giving magazine to get more infortook pictures and is going to submit to the inmation.
surance company.
2. Qualities of a Good Christian – Diana will type
3. We had a brief discussion on installing gas line
it and take it to Staples and have it printed.
(UGI) for the Parsonage. More information will
SUNDAY SCHOOL: No Meeting.
follow.
WORSHIP & MUSIC : No Meeting.
COLUMBARIUM: No Meeting
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Review/Revise By-laws Constitution
ENDOWMENT: Stephen Bajan II reported:
2. Fall Clean up day in 2018 for archived docu1. A Thank you was received from Lutheran Conments
gregational Services for the $1,250 donation.
3. Contact Directory progress – for church members only.
EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: No meet4. Transition Team updates.
ing.
5. Town Hall Meeting with Pastor Peggy on ThursHELPING HANDS: Gail Price reported:
day, August 2, 2018.
1. Painting of the foyer is half done
NEW BUSINESS:
2. Summer Trip to SBP July 22 – 27, 2018
1. Council/Committee Summer Picnic is scheduled
LOVE-A-LOT: Wayne reported:
for Wednesday, August 22 at Susan & Dennis
1. School is done.
Kelly’s home.
2. There was an Open House held today on the
2. Process for removal of inactive members from
Nazareth Library. Another Open House will be
church roster; Jackie will draft a letter to counheld later in the summer in the evening for Love
cil to review before sending out.
-A-Lot.
3. Update from Transition Team – Bulletin Insert
PERSONNEL: No Meeting.
asking for members to complete based on the
top 5 communication posters from last Town
PROPERTY: Wayne V. reported:
Hall Meeting.
1. Gary Wolf and Rich Johnson looked at the bell
towers. Some discussion about how to address BUILDING USE REQUESTS: None.
the inner red brick deterioration, clean the piCouncil President Jackie Wolf declared the meeting
geon droppings, repair the oak timbers, etc.
adjourned at 8:25 pm. The meeting closed with the
Gary will meet with Dean to inspect and further
Lord’s Prayer.
research this issue.
Next Meeting: August 8 @ 7 pm.
2. It has been suggested by the Nazareth Police
Next Devotions: Greg Leh
that we have a KNOX Box installed outside the
Respectfully Submitted, Christine Garrison
church doors.
DAY CARE: No Meeting.

SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
August 8, 2018 ~ 7:00 pm
PRESENT: Chris Andrews, Rita Bergstrom, Christina
Brodt, Rev. Janice Butz, Cathie Daria, Craig Dally,
Christine Garrison, Greg Leh, Michele Seaton, Gail
Price, Jaime Taylor, Wayne Vierzbicki, Reverend Franklin Stinner and Jackie Wolf. Welcome Back, Craig!
ABSENT: Stephen Bajan II, Reverend Dan Clayborne,
and Joyce Wallace.
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DEVOTIONS: Jackie led with devotions.
MINUTES: The minutes of the June 27, 2018 meeting were reviewed and stand as written. Motion by
Gail to accept the minutes; 2nd Christine Garrison.
Motion passed.
(continued on pg. 13)

COMMUNICATIONS: Council received a lovely thank 3. Removal of the organ pipes was rescheduled for the
you note from the youth group who attended the ELCA
week of August 6-10. Following the work by the orYouth Gathering in Houston. A Thank you note was also
gan technicians, the painters will return to complete
received by Dan Clayborne for the edible arrangements
the painting of the chancel area and organ chambers.
sent to him after his surgery.
Hopefully, we can resume worship in the nave by the
time we return to our schedule of two Sunday serPASTOR DAN CLAYBORNE’S REPORT: Comvices in September.
plete as written, including:
1. Along with Pastor Stinner, met with Deb Taylor of
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Grace, Belfast to discuss opportunities for us to work REPORT: Complete as written, including:
together. We are still exploring ways in which we can 1. Myself, 21 youth, and 3 adult leaders left for the Youth
join in fellowship and in service to our communities in
Gathering on Wednesday, June 27th and returned on
the fall. We are planning on continuing our discusJuly 2nd. We arrived back to the church in the very
sions towards the end of August or the beginning of
early hours of July 3rd. To say this was a meaningful, life
September.
changing experience for the youth would be an underth
2. The Transition Team met on July 19 to process the
statement. It was wonderful to see them embrace our
results of the latest survey in preparation to present
denomination and ask questions about our beliefs.
the findings at the next Town Hall meeting on August
You could witness their faith growing throughout the
2nd with the hope of generating some concrete ideas
days we were there. They came back with ideas and
regarding how we can best go about implementing the
motivation, so I am excited to see what they do from
suggestions that people made to increase excitement
here!
and participation.
2. The Youth Gathering Return Service was held on Sun3. Met on July 24th with individuals involved to discuss
day, July 29th. I thought it went very well and the
Sunday School and Confirmation Programs for the
youth did an amazing job! Megan Hunter made a great
2018-2019 school year.
video documenting our time, and the youth did a great
job leading worship. A special Thank You goes to
PASTOR STINNER REPORT: Complete as written,
Scott Brodt, Chris Andrews, and Lois Davis for their
including:
help in making our service a success by running the
1. I have continued my visitations to our members who
sound and projector scripts.
are ill in the hospitals and in their homes as well as
3. During Summer SHYG on Wednesday, August 1st, the
visiting our shut-ins. It seems like it has been a very
youth brainstormed why they feel disconnected from
busy month for folks in the hospital.
the church sometimes, and ways in which they can feel
2. On the Sundays when I am not at St. Johns, I continue
more engaged. They will likely share some of these
to supply throughout the Synod.
points at the Town Hall Meeting on August 2nd.
3. My upcoming worship schedule is as follows: I will be
preaching on September 22 and 23 for the congrega- COMMITTEE REPORTS
tion to extend a call to continue as Associate Pastor.
FINANCE: No Meeting
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as written, COLUMBARIUM: No Meeting.
including:
DAY CARE: No Meeting.
1. M.A.D. Camp begins Monday, August 6 and continues ENDOWMENT: No Meeting.
each morning throughout the week. The musical we EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY: No meeting.
will prepare is RESCUE AT SEA , based on the stories However, it should be noted that the Vegetable Garden is
of Noah and the flood, Jonah and the whale, and Paul’s blossoming and the vegetable stand each week in church is
shipwreck. Over the past few weeks, I have spent
successful. All donations are given to the Nazareth Food
time preparing for leading and guiding the children in
bank.
learning the musical, as well as acquiring materials for HELPING HANDS: Gail Price reported:
their various art projects and scenery design. The
1. Painting of the foyer is complete.
children are always excited about MAD camp and
2. Summer Trip to SBP July 22 – 27, 2018
there are several high school teens who have volunLOVE-A-LOT: Wayne reported:
teered to be youth helpers.
1. 4 year old class for Fall is full (20)
2. I have been rehearsing with Hailey Durner and Aiden 2. 3 year old class for Fall is almost full.
Koch to prepare for a concert that they will sing at
PERSONNEL: Jackie Wolf reported. No Meeting.
Moravian Hall Square on Tuesday evening,
August PROPERTY: Wayne V. reported:
7, at 7 p.m. Their program is entitled “A night of
1. Painting in the nave continues
Broadway” and I will accompany them in singing solos 2. Window repairs have been delayed
and duets from several Broadway musicals.
3. Towers have been shoveled.

13

STEWARDSHIP: Christine Garrison reported: No
meeting
SUNDAY SCHOOL: No Meeting.
WORSHIP & MUSIC: No Meeting.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Review/Revise By-laws Constitution.
2. Contact Directory progress – for church members
only.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Council/Committee Summer Picnic is scheduled for
Wednesday, August 22 at Susan & Dennis Kelly’s
home.
2. Process for removal of inactive members from church
roster; Jackie drafted a letter and was mailed out.

3. Update from Transition Team – Survey results were
discussed. Discussion regarding the recent Town Hall
meeting were also discussed. Youth engagement,
which was discussed during the Town Hall, was further discussed.
4. Completed preparation for Outdoor Worship on August 12, 2018.
Council President Jackie Wolf declared the meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. The meeting closed with the Lord’s
Prayer.
Next Meeting: September 26, 2018 @ 7:30 pm
Next Devotions: Cathie Dara
Respectfully Submitted, Christine Garrison

NEW DIRECTORY! - DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 14TH!
We're creating a directory with email and mobile numbers (in addition to home address and phone). The
new contact information directory will be provided only to the members of our church via the email address
(es) provided, or you may request a printed copy. We are hopeful this will help us connect easier with each
other, and more often! Please contact Amy Langford (langford007@me.com) if you have any questions. To
access the directory form, please visit: https://www.cognitoforms.com/StJohnsLutheranChurch1/
DirectoryUpdate (links are also available on the website and Facebook). If you prefer, you can complete a
PAPER version of this update. Paper copies will be available by request only from the office. Thank you!
TRANSITION UPDATE

The St. John’s Transition Team was created to support the congregation as we navigate through
identifying, describing and defining a vision for our future. Your Transition Team has met a few
times and has started to “rent” a few ideas: (“renting”= testing it out for a short while before we
“officially” adopt!)
•
•
•
•
•

Confirmation Mentors: Establishing a new, intergenerational mentor program for confirmands
Fellowship Opportunity: Tables of Eight - October through January
Communication: Creating an electronic directory
High School “Sunday School” class: resurrected on Rally Day 2018 (w/ Pete Zimmer)
Committee Chair Meeting: September 25: meeting with committee chairpersons to discuss ongoing ideas we are receiving from the congregation. The goal of the meeting was to review suggested changes, encourage more volunteerism, and to serve as a handoff for those ideas that
better reside in our church committees.

Please feel free to reach out to any of the Transition Team members (look for us wearing name tags
at church!) and let us know your thoughts and ideas (you can also email us at
transition@stjohnsnaz.org):
Pastor Dan Clayborne, Jackie Wolf, Amy Langford, Susan Kelly, Jaime Taylor, Barbara Sandbrook,
Rita Bergstrom, Nancy Little, Christie Hunter, Tim Garrison, Cyrstal Koch

The Cemetery Board will hold another work party on Saturday, October 6, 2018 from 8 AM
until Noon at St. John’s Cemetery on South Street. Please bring rakes, shovels and bars. Some
limbs have to be removed also. In case of rain, we will meet the following Saturday, October 13.
Thank you for the progress that was made at the last work day. We hope to see you again.
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Stewardship Ministry Message
God is Counting on Us!
Suppose your employer suddenly told you he was going to leave town for a while and that he was putting
you in charge of his business. After the first flush of pride wore off, you’d begin to realize that you had a
pretty serious job on your hands. You would have the responsibility of handling his merchandise in the
proper manner and seeing that his business went forward. He trusted you with everything he had; you
would be accountable to him when he came back.
That’s not as imaginary a situation as you might think. When you and I became Christians, we said, in effect,
that we recognized God as our maker and ruler. He created everything there is, including ourselves. We
promised to be obedient to him.
Actually, God in the owner who has placed his business in our hands. He put this world in running order,
gave us everything we need to carry on the business, and then placed us in charge of it. You might say that
we’re overseers – “stewards” is the word that the Bible uses for it. It’s a serious job we have on our hands
and we can’t take it lightly. We have the responsibility of handling the owner’s goods in the proper manner
and seeing that his business goes forward. He has trusted us with everything he made; some day we will be
accountable to him.
He gave us our lives. Are they fulfilling their part in his plan; does a substantial part of our time go for his
worship and work? He gave us our various abilities; are they devoted to the furthering of his business? He
gave us our possessions, the physical and mental power to earn a living. Do we use those possessions in the
way that he would have us use them; who gets first consideration – God or ourselves?
It’s a fearful responsibility knowing that we are entrusted with God’s work. But it’s also something that
should make us proud and joyous. God has a great opinion of us; he thinks that we’re capable of handling
something great. He says to us, I want you. Here is something you can do for me. Here is an opportunity
to do a great job. I want you; I need you; I’m depending on you. We dare not disappoint him!

(This article is reprinted from the Muhlenberg Press, Bulletin
Cover, September 30, 1951)

I’m a lifelong member of St. John's Lutheran Church, was baptized and confirmed in the navy,
and my wife is the Director of Love A Lot preschool. I could really use your help in reaching
out to our congregation.
I’ve written a book about my struggles with physical mental conditions, and the way my faith
in God has saved me on many occasions. Most recently, I experienced the answer to a prayer I’ve held in my heart for decades, during a trip to the Bischwind B&B in the Poconos. Rather than go through a traditional publisher as I did with my first three books, I’ve chosen to
self-publish this book, with the support of fellow members of the faith.
The book is titled “Dear Billie – Salvation in the Poconos” and the website to learn more
about it is https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/dearbillie/dear-billie-salvation-in-the-poconos
Please help me reach others with my story by sharing this with your parishioners and anyone else you know
that shares our faith in the Lord.
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Love-A-Lot Nursery School

Love-A-Lot Nursery School is in full swing as we welcomed children to school in September with games
and songs that helped us get to know each other. Both classes talked about what makes us special and
unique. Hula hoops, bean bags, aerobics, and rhythm sticks were the popular day-ending games for September!
The theme for both classes this month was All About Me & My School. The 3s and 4s classes both learned
and reviewed school rules, how to sit criss-cross-applesauce, scissor skills and safety, name recognition,
basic body parts, and good manners. We introduced the 5 centers and learned how to use them and clean
them up when we are done playing. We made a class book about our families that the children can read
whenever they visit our Library center.
October is full of anticipation for both classes: The 4-year-old class will enjoy a visit from the Vigilance
Hose Fire Department and their fire dog. Both classes will love our annual tradition here at Love-A-Lot: a
visit to Juniperdale Farm during the day, then, later that night, the students will return to the school with
their Dads for an evening of pumpkin carving, doughnuts, cider, and songs by the glow of freshly-carved
jack-o-lanterns!
October ends with a Halloween Parade in which both classes can show off their costumes in front of family and friends. The day care kids especially love to watch the teachers and children march around in our
costumes!
There is a lot to look forward to in November! We have a professional photographer coming in for individual and group photos of each class. As we work on themes that center around Thanksgiving and Helping and Giving, the children will bring home beautiful art projects. The 3-year-old class will continue learning colors, working on fine motor skills and cutting with scissors. They will start learning numbers in November. The 4-year-old class will review colors, learn a letter a week, practice with scissors, and work on
prewriting skills. Shortly after that, they will be introduced to rhyming and left/right concepts.
The 3-year-old class meets Tuesday/Thursday and the 4-year-old class meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday.
Both classes run from 9-11:30 am (with an optional 11:30-1pm lunch bunch for the 4-year-old class).
There are spots open in the 4-year-old class, and limited spots open in the 3-year-old class.
For more information, please contact the school by phone (484-293-0720) or email
LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com.

SEXTONS CORNER
Greetings from the Sextons! If you have a skill set or experience with electrical, plastering,
painting, plumbing, woodworking, concrete or welding please see one of the Sextons. We can
use the help to achieve our goals.
The last two phases of repair work on the organ in the nave are active and should be completed by
end of November 2018. (Capital Campaign).
Painting of the nave is active has been completed by Bennet Painting. (Capital Campaign).
Cumberland Stained Glass has started work on the windows of the North side of the Nave and will
finish the windows on the East wall (Broad Street). (Capital Campaign).
The new playground area for Day Care is underway.
Barry Hoch will be refinishing the red doors leading to the office. (Paid by a personal contribution).
We hope all of you enjoy the Fall, The Sextons, sextons@stjohnsnaz.org
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COMING THIS FALL!
CHALICE CHOIR FUNDRAISERS
The Chalice Choir will be taking their music on the road as they travel to Charleston, SC, next June. In
order to provide financial support for their trip, there will be several fundraisers this year, and two of these
take place this fall.
HOAGIE COUPONS. Coupons for hoagies from Ressler’s Market on Main Street
may be purchased for $4.00 each on Sunday mornings in the Shepherd’s Room.
EQUAL EXCHANGE PRODUCTS. Just in time for your holiday gift-giving, the Chalice Choir will
once again be selling products from Equal Exchange, a non-profit organization that has partnered with the
ELCA to raise awareness of fair-trade practices and to support small farmer co-ops. Equal Exchange products include high-quality organic teas, chocolates, olive oil, almonds, and dried fruits. A catalogue of products available for purchase will soon be available in the Shepherd’s Room after each worship
service, up through November 18, and all orders will be available for pick-up in time for your
holiday gift-giving. Through their fundraising efforts with Equal Exchange, our Chalice Choir
will support sustainability, provide award winning products, make a difference in the lives of
small farmers across the globe, and additionally receive a 40% profit on all items sold.

NEWS FROM THE DAYCARE ~ OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2018
Fall is always such a fun time at the daycare and it is such a wonderful time for
children to explore and learn. October is fire prevention month and the classrooms are
looking forward to their annual trip to the fire station to see the fire trucks and to learn
about fire safety. One of the most important things the children see is a firefighter in full
gear so that they are not frightened if they see them during an emergency. Our staff will
also complete their fire safety to ensure that all teachers are prepared.
Another favorite activity is our family trip to the pumpkin patch. The children
have such fun feeding the animals, playing in the corn bin and going through the maze as
they also learn all about pumpkins and how they grow. The classrooms will also have lots
of fun celebrating Halloween. Besides lots of fun art projects, the students will look forward to their Halloween parties where they will wear their costumes and trick or treat in each classroom.
Through the fall the classrooms will continue to learn about the season including apples, weather,
trees, and how animals prepare for winter. As we go into November we look forward to the holidays and
we will focus on sharing and giving. Many of the classrooms will learn about healthy foods and the history
of Thanksgiving. Some will also plan their own classroom feasts which is a wonderful opportunity to practice social skills and table manners. We will also begin our preparations for our Christmas program and
will begin practicing for that. Everyone is welcome to join us on December 7th to help us celebrate.
Our program provides care for children 6 weeks through school age from 6:30 am to 6:00
pm. Our preschool curriculum is taught daily within our day. We currently have openings in our infant,
preschool and pre-k classrooms. For a limited time there is free registration! If you have any interest in
learning more about our center please call 610-759-4999 or email lisat@rcn.com
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I

t’s that time of the year when young people are off to college to
pursue higher academics while continuing to develop into young adults. The
Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee recognizes the importance of reaching out to the older youth
of our church. Once the opportunity for Luther League activities and weekly worship is stretched
because of living away from home on a college campus or new schedules because of career fields, it
is important to gently remind our youth of their connection to their church home.
The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee continues to support them by maintaining contact with
those high school students who have graduated and are pursuing higher education or who are
starting in new career fields. We are continuing the program in which mailings are sent to these
young people to let them know that we care about them and are keeping them in our hearts and
prayers.
We invite you to submit the name and address of those in college so we may include
them in this program. If you have any questions, contact Joyce Wallace from the Evangelism/
Social Ministry Committee. Please return forms to the Church Office or to the Evangelism/Social
Ministry mailbox.
Name: ____________________________________________ Birthday: _____________________
Please Check One:
____ Is now working locally

____

Is now working away from the area

____ Is now at college locally

____

Is now at college away from the area

Name of College Attending: __________________________________________________________
Address (at school, has moved out from home, or if working away from the area):
__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________
Submitted by: ________________________________________

18

SAINT JOHN’S 2018 STAFF, COMMITTEE & VOLUNTEER LIST
CONTACT US. . .
200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth, PA
Church Office
610-759-3090 *(see church extensions below)
Fax
610-759-3719
E-Mail
office@stjohnsnaz.org
Website
www.stjohnsnaz.org
CHURCH STAFF

EMAIL ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EXT. #
(Church ph.)

Interim Pastor: Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne

prclayborne@stjohnsnaz.org

(h) 610-759-1571
(c) 774-239-6397

x103

Assoc. Pastor: Rev. Franklin S. Stinner

prstinner@stjohnsnaz.org

610-746-9695

x106

Minister of Music: Rev. Janice I. Butz

jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org

610-882-9388

x105

Director of Youth & Family Ministries:
Jaime L. Taylor

jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x107

610-867-1330

x104

office@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x100

finance@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x102

sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

610-759-3090

x111

Assist. Organist/Choir Director:
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd
Parish Administrative Assistant:
Linda Kasmakites
Parish Financial Secretary:
Bonnie Mertz
Sextons: Gary Baltz, Tony Petrillo
Dean Brodt, Ray Wolfe, Jr

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

CONTACT PERSON

Building Trust Fund

Jeff Daniels (Special appt.)

Columbarium

Jackie Wolf

Day Care
YEO Endowment
Evangelism/Social Ministry
Family & Youth Ministry
Finance

Rita Bergstrom
Donald Himler (Special appt.)
Cathie Dara, Jackie Wolf
Jaime Taylor
Steven Bajan II, Craig Dally

Helping Hands
Love-A-Lot Nursery School
Personnel
Property

Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Wayne Vierzbicki
Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Wayne Vierzbicki, Jackie Wolf
Christine Garrison
Michelle Seaton

Stewardship
Sunday School
Worship & Music
Youth Representative

Chris Andrews & Christina Brodt

Chiara Dooley
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VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF

CONTACT PERSON AND TELEPHONE

Altar Flowers

Steven Millheim

610-365-2343

Altar Guild

Jocelyn Starner

610-759-3205

Bulletin Sponsors

Church Office

610-759-3090

Church Council President

Jackie Wolf

484-544-1940

Greeters Schedule

Maryellen Werkheiser

Helping Hands

Gail Price
Keith Shook

Katherine Von Bora Society

Susan Kelly

610-746-2231

Lectors Schedule

Christina Brodt

610-653-0358

Love-A-Lot Nursery School

Andrea Miller, Director
484-293-0720
LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com

Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up)

Jaime Taylor

610-509-8288

Media Ministry

Lois Davis
lo.huthie@yahoo.com

610-504-1635

Prayer Chain

Betty Laubach

610-759-0225

St. John’s Day Care

Lisa Todd, Director
lisat@rcn.com

610-759-4999

Sunday School Committee

610-504-1635

Ushers Schedule

Lois Davis, Superintendent
lo.huthie@yahoo.com
Christina Brodt

Women of the ELCA (WELCA)

Joyce Wallace

610-759-5191
610-704-8736
610-759-0594

610-653-0358
610-330-9113

Each month in your offering envelopes, you will find a “Special Projects” envelope. These
particular gifts are designated each month to benefit those in need or to support a need within our church.
October Special Offering: WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Donations this month will go toward the annual WELCA Thankoffering. Thankofferings show gratitude

for God’s blessings and give us an important and tangible way to express that gratitude.

November Special Offering: INGATHERING
Each year, St. John’s participates in the Annual Christmas Ingathering of the Northern Lehigh Valley Mission District. Our Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee is an active part of this ministry. For more information on the Ingathering, and how you can help, please see pg. 21-22 of this newsletter.
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS INGATHERING
The Annual Christmas Ingathering of the Northern Lehigh Valley Mission District will be held at Union Lutheran Church, Schnecksville on Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. (Noon).
Our Church’s Social Ministry Committee is once again planning to be an active
part of this ministry, and we are turning to you for your kind and generous help
to provide the gifts needed for this Christian Ministry.
The Institutions to receive gifts for Christmas 2018 are as follows: Gracedale
Nursing Home, Sayre Child Center, KidsPeace, Allentown Rescue Mission, Dylan and Gavin’s Rainbow Wish List, Scraps & Bits Wish Book Team and Haven
House.
Each year the participating churches are asked for a special donation of
$20.00 each for a special cause in addition to those already mentioned. This
year these special monies will be given to Dylan and Gavin’s Rainbow Wish List
for children in crisis.
Mittens, hats and scarves are requested again for our “Knitted
Items Tree” for men, women, and children of all ages. Boxes, wrapping paper, ribbon, and bows are always helpful as well.
Your monetary gifts will also be used to purchase the three gifts our church will
give to specific children who are residents at KidsPeace, and 50 packs of
M&Ms and 50 Chapsticks to be placed in the 200 Gift Bags provided for the children at KidsPeace.
ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE are the “wish lists” for the people
living at the institutions. Donation boxes will be available from
November 1st through December 5th in the Fellowship Hall
and the back of the Nave.
We sincerely thank you for your generosity in helping to create a joyous Christmas for these people in need of our ministry.
The Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee of St. John’s, Nazareth
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INGATHERING WISH LIST:
GRACEDALE
Male
After shave lotion
Small combs
Talcum powder
Tube socks

Female
Body Powder
Hair brushes
Perfume/colognes
Scarves
Socks

Both
Ankle socks
non skid slipper socks
Body spray
pens/pencils
Body wash
playing cards
Chapstick
postage stamps
Colored pencils
tissue packets
Crayons
velvet coloring posters
Deodorant
writing paper
Lg. print search a word Markers - washable
Moisturizing lotion

ALLENTOWN RECUE MISSION
(NO Glass Containers or Liquid Soap)
Men’s:
Sweatshirts
T-shirts (colored or white)
Underwear / Socks Winter Hats / Beanies
Bleach
Single size fruit & granola
Belts
snacks, etc.
Jelly / Cereal
Casual Wear
Bar soap
Gloves
Jeans or Khakis, new or gently used,
(32-42 waist/30-34 length)
Travel size Deodorant & Shaving Cream
Haven House
Journals and pens

SAYRE CHILD CENTER - Children’s Items Only
(NO Stuffed Animals, Please)
Batteries (AA,C,D)
Bibs
Board Books &
Washable Books
Bubbles
Colored pencils
Computer software
(ages 4 - 10)
Construction paper
Crayons
Diapers & wipes
Finger paint
Glue sticks
Washcloths for
Classroom use

Infant cereal (rice or
oatmeal)
Puzzles 25 & 50 pcs.
Kitchen dish towels
Plain drawing paper
Playdoh
Playground balls
Sidewalk Chalk
Single fruit or veggie
Infant food (stage 2)
Sticker
Tissues
Toddler size forks &
spoons
Waterproof markers

Scraps & Bits Wish Book Team
Scrapbooks size 12 x 12 Photo square
Clear craft glue
Solid card stock paper (12 x 12 or 8.5 x 11)
Table runners (double sided)
Gift cards (Hobby Lobby, A.C. Moore, Michaels)
Disney, princesses, paper, stickers, embellishments

KIDSPEACE
(NO WIRE-BOUND BOOKS OR SCARVES)
Art Supplies
Crayons
Clay
Coloring Books
Sketch Pads
Paints
Brushes, etc.

Clothing
Pajamas
Socks
Underwear
Hats
Mittens
Sweatshirts & Pants (all
Sizes)

Personal Care Items
Shower Gels
Shampoo
Deodorant
Flavored Lip Balm
Scented Lotions

Gift Cards
All Kinds including:
Book Stores
iTunes
Movie Theatres
Target, Walmart

Dylan and Gavin’s Rainbow Wish List
(Items are for Infant to Teen)
New stuffed animals
Small games
Small fleece blankets
Faith rubbing stones
Crosses
Journals
Devotionals
Gift cards (food, gas, etc.)

22

SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
NAZARETH, PENNSYLVANIA

The Messenger
Volume CLXXII

“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known”

Issue No. 397

IN THIS ISSUE…
A Note from the Associate Pastor ........................... 1
Worship with Us! .......................................................... 2
Pastoral Acts .................................................................. 2
Grace Notes ................................................................... 3
Youth News ................................................................... 4
Council Nomination Form .......................................... 6
Support Our Troops .................................................... 9
October Worship Assistants ...................................... 9
Church Council Minutes...................................... 11-14
Stewardship .................................................................. 15
LAL News ..................................................................... 16
Day Care News ........................................................... 17
Annual Christmas Ingathering ............................ 21-22

VETERANS’ DAY
Veterans’ Day, which is
November 11th each year, is
a holiday to honor America’s
veterans for their patriotism
and willingness to serve and
sacrifice for our nation’s
common good. They believe
that the goals of freedom, justice, equality and democracy are worth the cost required. Thank you to
all the men and women who have served or are now
serving our country. God Bless You!

2018
The Church Office will be CLOSED on Thursday,
November 23rd and Friday, November 24th in
observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.

Happy Thanksgiving!
From the Staff at St. John’s:
Pastor Clayborne
Pastor Stinner
Pastor Butz
Jaime
Deacon Patrice
Linda & Bonnie
Gary, Tony, Dean & Ray

FOLLOW US ON:
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsnaz/
and Twitter @stjohnsnaz

OCTOBER 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6:30 PM Property (FH)
7:00 PM Rebekah Cir. (P)
7:00 PM Stewardship (FH)

7 First Holy Communion
7th Grade Hymnal Distribution
8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:45 AM
2:00 PM

8 Day Care Closed
Love-A-Lot Closed

Worship wHC
Sunday School
Worship w/HC
Blessing of Animals
(Parking Lot)

9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM

9

15

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Sunday School
9:15 AM New Member/Baptism
Class (Parlor)
10:45 AM Worship

9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Ladies Aid
JAM Sessions
Bell Reh. (SR)
Worship & Music
Sunday School Bd. (P)
Naz. Women’s
Club (F.H.)

16

7:00 PM Day Care Bd.
7:00 PM Finance
8:00 PM Endowment

9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Ladies Aid
JAM Sessions
Bell Reh. (Nave)
Helping Hands (P)

Sexton on Duty: Dean or Ray
21

Harvest Home
Food Bank Weekend

22

23
No Scheduled Events

8:00 AM Worship w/HC
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship w/HC
4:00 PM Mazezilla Corn Maze
(meet at Church or meet there at 4:30)

9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM JAM Sessions

Sexton on Duty: Ray
28

Reformation Sunday

8:00 AM Worship
Fellowship (Evanglism/Social Min.)
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
Fellowship (Evanglism/Social Min.)
Sexton on Duty: Dean

29

30
No Scheduled Events

9:00 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

Ruth Cir. (P)
Bible Study
Chalice Choir
SHYG
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (P)
NA (Downstairs)
Mentor Meeting

10

Sexton on Duty: Dean
14

Ladies Aid
JAM Sessions
Bell Reh. (FH)
Evangelism/Social
Min. (SR)

9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM M.A.D. Camp Reh.

12:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM

6 First Holy Communion
7th Grade Hymnal Distribution
6:30 PM Partners for a New 4:00 PM M.A.D. Camp Reh.
(Full
Cast)
Beginning (P)
10:00 AM Philethia Choir Reh.
6:30 PM Festival Choir
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
7:30 PM Chancel Choir
Sexton on Duty: Dean

11
Bible Study
Partners Bd. (P)
SHYG
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (FH)
NA (Downstairs)

No Scheduled Events

12

13

4:15 PM Girl Scout #81078
(FH))

5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Sexton on Duty: Dean or Ray

17 Council Report Deadline

18

12:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM

6:30 PM Partners for a New 4:00 PM M.A.D. Camp Reh.
(Full Cast)
Beginning (P)
6:30 PM Festival Choir
7:30 PM Chancel Choir

Bible Study
Chalice Choir
SHYG
Confirmation 1
Bible Study (P)
NA (Downstairs)

24
12:00 PM Bible Study
5:00 PM Chalice Choir
6:15 PM SHYG
6:15 PM Confirmation 1 & 2
6:30 PM Bible Study (Parlor)
6:30 PM LAL Pumpkin
Carving Night (LAL Rooms)
7:30 PM NA (Downstairs)
7:30 PM Church Council (P)
31
12:00 PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Bible Study (P)
7:30 PM NA (Downstairs)

SATURDAY

25

19

26

20 Harvest Home
Food Bank Weekend
5:30 PM Worship w/HC

Sexton on Duty: Ray

27 Reformation Weekend

10:00 AM Festival Choir
6:30 PM LAL Pumpkin
4:00 PM M.A.D. Camp Reh.
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Carving Night (LAL Rooms)
(Full Cast)
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
4:15 PM Girl Scout #81078
(SR)
7:00 PM Nazareth Old Time
Pictures of Presentation (FH)
Sexton on Duty: Dean

NOVEMBER 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3 All Saint’s Weekend

6:30 PM Partners for a New 4:00 PM M.A.D. Camp Reh. 10:00 AM
(Full Cast) 10:30 AM
Beginning (P)
4:15 PM Girl Scout #81078
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
(SR)
5:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:45 PM

4

All Saint’s Weekend

8:00 AM Worship wHC
9:15 AM M.A.D. Camp Performance
for Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship w/HC
12:00 PM Christmas Gift Making

5
6:30 PM Property (FH)
7:00 PM Rebekah Cir. (P)
7:00 PM Stewardship (FH)

Sexton on Duty: Dean or Ray
11

Veterans Day
Stewardship Weekend

8:00 AM Worship
Fellowship (Stewardship/Finance)
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
Fellowship (Stewardship/Finance)

12 Love-A-Lot Closed
Dec/Jan Messenger
Deadline
6:30 PM Evangelism/Social
Min. (SR)
7:00 PM Day Care Bd.

6 Election Day
7
Polls open 6 AM – 8 PM (SR) 9:00 AM
12:00 PM
9:00 AM Ladies Aid
5:00 PM
4:00 PM JAM Sessions
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
13
9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

14
Ladies Aid
JAM Sessions
Worship & Music
Sunday School Bd. (P)
Naz. Women’s
Club (F.H.)

Sexton on Duty: Ray
18

Blessing & Collection of
Committment Cards

8:00 AM Worship w/HC
Council Elections
9:15 AM Sunday School
9:15 AM New Member/Baptism
Class (Parlor)
10:45 AM Worship w/HC
Council Elections

8
Ruth Cir. (P)
Bible Study
Chalice Choir
SHYG
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (P)
NA (Downstairs)

12:00 PM
3:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM

19

20 Council Report Deadline 21

7:00 PM Finance
8:00 PM Endowment

9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM JAM Sessions
7:00 PM Helping Hands (P)

Philethia Choir Reh.
M.A.D. Camp Reh.
(Full Cast)
Worship w/HC
Stewardship Dinner (FH)
M.A.D. Camp
Performance (FH)
Sexton on Duty: Dean or Ray
10 Stewardship Weekend

9

6:30 PM Festival Choir
7:30 PM Chancel Choir

No Scheduled Events

Sexton on Duty: Ray

15

16

Bible Study
6:30 PM Partners for a New 4:15 PM Girl Scout #81078
Staff & Personnel (P)
(FH)
Beginning (P)
Chalice Choir
7:00
PM
Chancel
Choir
Partners Bd. (P)
SHYG
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (FH)
NA (Downstairs)
22

12:00 PM Bible Study
7:30 PM NA (Downstairs)
7:30 PM Nazareth Comm.
Band

Thanksgiving
Church Office Closed
Love-A-Lot Closed
Day Care Closed

23 Church Office Closed
Love-A-Lot Closed
Day Care Closed

Christ the King Weekend
Golden Age Weekend

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

Sexton on Duty: Dean or Ray

17 Blessing & Collection of
Committment Cards
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Council Elections

Sexton on Duty: Dean
24 Christ the King Weekend
Golden Age Weekend
10:00 AM Chancel Choir
5:30 PM Worship w/HC

Sexton on Duty: Dean or Ray

Sexton on Duty: Dean or Ray
25

5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Fellowship (Stewardship/Finance)

26 Love-A-Lot Closed
No Scheduled Events

27
9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM JAM Sessions

28
12:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

Bible Study
Chalice Choir
SHYG
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (P)
NA (Downstairs)
Church Council (P)
Nazareth Comm.
Band

29

30

6:30 PM Festival Choir
7:30 PM Chancel Choir

4:15 PM Girl Scout #81078
(SR)

