A Note from the Associate Pastor
PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS FOR EPIPHANY
And the prophet Isaiah declared:
“Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together.”
The heavens open, and the Spirit descends. The heavens open, and God speaks.
Epiphany: manifestation, appearance, making known. Throughout this season of
light, the scripture readings reveal identities: the identity of Jesus, the identity of
Jesus’ people.
Jesus is revealed as ruler, beloved of God, observant Jew, guest, obedient son,
wonder worker, prophet, teacher, and one who challenges and yet holds on to
word of the law and the prophets. Wise men, a star, John the Baptist, the de
scending dove, the voice of God, and Elijah and Moses all reveal Jesus’ identity.
The glory of the LORD shall be revealed.
What is most startling in the unfolding readings of the season after Epiphany is the revealing of
Jesus’ tribe. It is not at all what one would expect from one of God’s chosen people. During the
days of Christmas, Jesus is revealed to Jewish parents, Jewish shepherds, and Jewish elders in
the temple. At the festival of Epiphany, however, the sphere widens: wise men from the East trav
el to honor the king that has been born, whose star has appeared in the night sky.
The epistle lesson from Ephesians on the Day of the Epiphany quotes the apostle Paul as saying,
“the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise
in Christ Jesus” (3:6). On the Baptism of Our Lord, the reading from Acts relates Peter and John’s
journey to Samaria to bestow the Holy Spirit to new followers there.
In this season of light, Jesus is revealed as the one who has come to save all people. One simply
cannot ignore the evidence that Jesus was consistently breaking down walls between people: be
tween women and men, between powerful and weak, between Gentiles and Jews, family and
stranger, clean and unclean. How would Jesus deal with similar walls in our own time and place?
The walls we build to separate ourselves are challenged by Jesus’ powerful acceptance of all
people. We cannot carelessly accept our loyalty to family, denomination, community, class,
religion, country, or any other group if it excludes others who are different from us in the face of
Jesus’ teaching and actions. The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together.
The light of the star and the glory of God shine on us and in us, bringing light to our darkness, re
vealing the wonder of God’s love and compassion for all people. The people who walked in dark
ness have seen a great light. May we share that light with the people we meet that the glory of
the Lord may be revealed in us.
Pastor Stinner
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As Christmas gives way to Epiphany and 2017 to 2018, we place our lives in your hands once more, dear Lord. May
we always live “soaking wet” in the waters of baptism. May worship refresh us for living out our faith all week. Open
our hearts to your teaching and our spirits to your healing touch. Help us follow and trust you always. Amen.
Jan. 6-7

Baptism of Our Lord / Holy Communion at all services

Jan. 13-14

2nd Sunday after Epiphany / Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins

Jan. 20-21

3rd Sunday after Epiphany / Holy Communion at all service / Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity ends

Jan. 27-28

4th Sunday after Epiphany / Food Bank / Congregational Meeting following last service

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Chris Andrews
Stephen Bajan, Jr.
Rita Bergstrom
Christina Brodt

Craig Dally
Cathie Dara
Christine Garrison
Greg Leh

Michele Seaton
Gail Price
Wayne Vierzbicki
Jackie Wolf

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church will hold our Annual Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, January 28, 2018 in the Fellowship Hall, immediately following the 10:45 a.m. service.
ALL members of St. John’s are invited to attend. After the luncheon, child care will be
provided during the meeting. Youth in the Confirmation Classes and their parents are
strongly encouraged to attend, as well as those who have been recently confirmed. As
a member of St. John’s, your input and support for the many concerns of the Church
are encouraged. A lunch will be served by the Von Bora Society. Plan to attend for the
fellowship meal and the business to be conducted. (The meeting will begin at approximately
1:00 p.m.) Please RSVP using the form below by Monday, January 22nd and place in the offering plate or return to the Church Office.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL LUNCHEON MEETING
Sunday, January 28, 2018/ Fellowship Hall
Following the 10:45 a.m. Service
Yes, I/we will be attending St. John’s Annual Congregational Luncheon and Meeting.
Name(s): __________________________________________________
______ # Adults

______ #Children

I plan to attend only the meeting________
Please R.S.V.P. no later than January 22, 2018.
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PASTORAL ACTS

We extend our heartfelt Christian sympathy to the families and friends of the following members and friends of
Saint John’s who passed into eternal life in the month of
November 2017:

We rejoice that those listed below have been liberated
from sin and death by being joined in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ through the sacrament
of Holy Baptism in the months of November & December 2017:

RUTH L. HIMLER
Tuesday, November 7, 2017

MARIE AURELIA CARVALHO
Daughter of Carlos & Vanessa (Landsteiner) Carvalho
Born: November 13, 2016
Baptized: November 26, 2017

PHYLLIS J. LONGENBACH
Monday, November 20, 2017

AUSTIN JEFFREY EACHES
Son of Rick & Lisa (Baltz) Eaches
Born: August 1, 2017
Baptized: December 9, 2017
Received in the months of November &
December 2017

BENNETT SAMUEL MAHRS
Son of Johan & Ashley (Werner) Mahrs
Born: October 2, 2017
Baptized: December 9, 2017

DELORES GARR
Sandra Garr

OLIVIA ESTHER PELLEGRINO
Daughter of Philip & Dana (Forte) Pellegrino
Born: October 13, 2017
Baptized: December 10, 2017

RUTH HIMLER
Elsie Hearn Frey; Leonard & Joyce Wallace; Robert &
Geraldine Johnson; Richard & Joan Werner
DR. JOHN HOCH
Leonard & Joyce Wallace; Richard & Joan Werner;
Anna Meck

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE…
When a member of your family is admitted to the
hospital, so visits can be made.
When you move so we can update your address
and/or phone number.
When a member of your family leaves home for
college, military service, or to establish a new
residence.
When either your home or cell phone number or
email is changed.
When a member of your family marries, so their
name and/or address can be changed on our records.
When a new baby arrives in your
family.

DEAN REMEL
Robert & Carolyn Buzzard
BRUCE STIMMEL
Alan & Debra Goodhard
We must develop and maintain the capacity to
forgive. He who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power to love. There is
some good in the worst of us, and some evil in
the best of us. When we discover this, we are
less prone to hate our enemies.
— Martin Luther King, Jr.
“The Messenger” is published monthly, with the exception of the combined July/August issue. Some content for
this newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2014 by Communication Resources. Used with permission. All rights
reserved.

3

Grace Notes
It’s the start of a new year! The annual turning of the
calendar year always provides an opportunity to reflect on the past twelve months, as well as look forward to new beginnings and memorable occasions
that are yet to come. We never know what a new
year will bring—certainly joyous events, moments of
change, and perhaps even hardships and some difficulties that must be endured. The future is always a
venture into unknown territories. But whatever a
new year brings, one thing is certain: God remains
faithful day in and day out, in the largest and smallest
of circumstances.

While many enduring hymns are born out of a particular dramatic experience, Chisholm wrote Great Is
Thy Faithfulness simply as a result of his “morning by
morning” realization of God’s personal faithfulness in
his daily life. Shortly before his death, Chisholm
wrote: My income has never been large at any time due
to impaired health in the earlier years which has followed
me on until now. But I must not fail to record here the
unfailing faithfulness of a covenant keeping God and that
He has given me many wonderful displays of His providing care which have filled me with astonishing gratefulness.

Thomas Chisholm was a man who understood the
steadfast faithfulness of God. Born in a log cabin in
Kentucky at the end of the Civil War, he grew up
under modest and meager conditions. And although
he lacked formal education, Chisholm nevertheless
started a career as a school teacher by the time he
was sixteen. When he was twenty-seven, Chisholm
became a Christian, soon entered the ministry and
became an ordained clergyman. Unfortunately, ill
health caused him to retire from pastoral work after
only one year. Regardless of his physical afflictions,
Chisholm wrote nearly 1,200 poems throughout his
lifetime. Perhaps his most famous poem has become
the familiar hymn now known to us as Great Is Thy
Faithfulness, a wonderful hymn of praise to an unchanging God in a changing world.

Thomas Chisholm’s hymn text was chosen as the
theme for the 2018 Faith Through the Arts festival that
takes place at St. John’s this coming Lenten season. It
will be an opportunity for you to not only sing Great
Is Thy Faithfulness, but to view visual interpretations
of the text through the creative work of local artists.
The religious arts festival will be a wonderful event
that we can look forward to in the coming year. And
remember, whatever lies ahead in 2018, God is always with us. I hope that the coming year brings you
much peace and joy. Happy New Year!
Grace and peace,
Rev. Janice Butz, Minister of Music

A scripture passage from Lamentations 3:22-23 was
used by Chisholm as the basis for the refrain of his
hymn: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. The first stanza of the
hymn text emphasizes God’s unchanging nature.
Stanza two reveals the faithfulness of God through
the natural order of creation and the cycle of the seasons. The final stanza reflects on the eternal nature
of God in relationship to humanity. It represents God
as a forgiving and reconciling God, who offers us
grace, redemption, love and peace.
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A Message from the
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
HAPPY JANUARY!
I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year!
2018 starts with a Luther League favorite event: the annual Lock In! The Lock In will take
place from Friday, January 12th – Saturday, January 13th. All youth in grades 7-12 are encouraged to attend. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 pm.

The Lock In is the one time of the year where we spend the night in the church! We play
games, eat food, watch movies, have devotions, fellowship with one another, and much
more. We will have breakfast in the morning, then clean up to head home. Pick up on Saturday morning, January 13th, will be at 9:00 am.
Bring your sleeping bags, pillows, and anything else you will need for an overnight event.
Friends are more than welcome to attend, so be sure to bring them along!
The cost to attend the Lock In is $5 + a non-perishable food item for the Nazareth Area Food
Bank + a snack or drink to share. Make sure you also bring a couple of movies along, as we
vote for which two movies we will watch later in the night and it is better to have a bunch to
choose from.
I hope you will be able to attend this great annual event for youth at St. John’s! Parents: We
always need helpers for this event and would love if you could stay either for a few hours or
overnight!
Blessings,
Jaime L. Taylor
Director of Youth & Family Ministries

UPCOMING EVENTS
Lock In: The always highly anticipated event of the year, the annual Lock In, will be held from
January 12th – 13th, beginning at 6:30 pm. Cost is $5, a snack to share, and a non-perishable
food item for the Food Bank. Friends are welcome and encouraged to attend! Pick up on
Saturday, January 13th will be at 9:00 am.
Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, January 28.
Youth Service Weekend: Youth Service Weekend will take place from February 3rd – 4th.
Confirmation Retreat: This year’s Retreat will take place from April 13th – 15th.
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Thank You!

Thank You!

Thank You!

To our Church Council… To all Committee members… To the volunteers
who assist in running off, collating, and folding our weekly bulletins and the
monthly newsletter… To the ones who assist in the Church Office… To the
ones who decorate the church with seasonal flowers, trees, wreaths, and aisle
greens… To the ones who write up our pastoral acts in longhand… To the
ones who take such good care of our beautiful building inside and out… To
the ones who prepare communion for worship… To the ones who cook our tasty meals… To
the ones who assist before, during, and after worship… To those who cheerfully answer the
call whenever needed… And from the youngest singing voice to the oldest musician! (Please
forgive us if we left anyone out.)
We would like to say how much we appreciate all that you do. We do what we do for the love
of Christ and our Church. In this, we all are one. God Bless You All!
With Much Gratitude,
The Church Staff

2018 Fellowship Social Calendar
January 7 ~ Church Council

February 11 ~ Helping Hands/Love-A-Lot
March 25 ~ Evangelism
April 28 & 29 ~ Stewardship/Day Care/Property

Fellowship this month will be on Sunday January 7th, following the church
services. This month’s hosts are the members of the Church Council.
This group of twelve members is elected by the congregation to
meet the challenges of maintaining a thriving and dynamic church. The
Council oversees the life and activities of the congregation. They meet once
each month to make the many decisions governing the day to day operations
of our church. The Christian Education, Day Care, Evangelism, Finance, Personnel, Property, Social Ministry, Stewardship, Worship and Music, and Youth
Ministry committees each have Council representatives which report to Council. Please consider joining this group of our peers by participating in the annual nomination and election of council members in the fall of each year. Join
with us in leading St. John’s into the future.
Come Join us for fellowship on January 7th. Take a few minutes to chat with
representatives of our Council during the Fellowship Hour to find out more about
their activities. You may find you may want to join them in their efforts.
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Let’s Get Those Cards Out and Wish a Blessed
and Happy Birthday to Our Shut-In Friends
Celebrating This Month!

RUTH HARTZELL

ELEANOR SMITH

WILHELMINA KROBOTH

MHS - Apt. 2031
175 W. North St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

Gracedale Tower 6 Rm. A2
2 Gracedale Ave.
Nazareth, PA 18064

506 S. Whitfield St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

January 6th

January 8th

January 13th

ROBERT BRODT

DOLLY KNECHT

Gracedale Tower 8 Rm. C3
2 Gracedale Ave.
Nazareth, PA 18064

MHS - Morning Star #2209
175 W. North St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

DORIS KOEHLER

NANCY WAGNER

Country Meadows Bld. 3-Rm. 121
4007 Green Pond Rd.
Bethlehem, PA 18020

Country Meadows Bld. 3-Apt. 128A
175 W. North St.
Nazareth, PA 18064

January 14th

January 14th

January 17th

January 20th

ELAINE RISSMILLER

VERNA HUTH

January 24th

January 30th

Topton Home A Wing Rm. 131
1 S Home Ave.
Topton, PA 19562

Gracedale SW-2 Rm. 10
2 Gracedale Ave.
Nazareth, PA 18064

Sunday School Epiphany
Three Kings Program

INCLEMENT
WEATHER
POLICY

Please join us on Sunday, January 7, 2018 @
9:15 AM in Fellowship Hall for our 2nd Three
Kings visit during the St. John’s Sunday School
hour beginning @ 9:15 AM. All are welcome to
experience the full story of the Christmas season.
There will be a story, Three Kings visit, craft, and
light refreshment.

During the week, the Church Office will follow
the Nazareth Area School District for delays
and closings in case of inclement weather. If the
NASD closes for the day, the Church Office
will be closed and all afternoon/evening activities for children and youth will be cancelled.
Evening committee meetings will be at the discretion of the chairperson. If the NASD has a 2
-hour delay, the Church Office will open at
10:00 a.m. and the afternoon/evening activities
will be held as scheduled unless you are otherwise notified. In general, weekend worship services will NOT be cancelled due to weather,
but please use your best judgment when deciding whether or not to join us; your safety is our
utmost concern.

Have a Blessed Holiday Season.
St. John’s Lutheran Sunday School Department
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The WELCA Unit Board is in
need of a Secretary.
Please contact Joyce Wallace
at 610-730-3870
for more information.

From the Staff at St. John’s:
Pastor Clayborne
Pastor Stinner
Pastor Butz
Jaime, Deacon Patrice
Linda, Bonnie
Gary, Dean, Ray & Tony

REMINDER: ALL Annual
Reports are due in the
Church Office no later than
Monday, January 8th!

The Church Office will be CLOSED on Monday, Jan. 1st in observance of the New Year’s
holiday.

FESTIVAL CHOIR RETREAT
Saturday, January 20th
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon

If you enjoy singing and would like a special musical experience, think about joining the Festival Choir, which sings for the special festival services of the church year. This winter and spring we will sing
for Transfiguration Sunday on February 11; the ecumenical benefit concert for the Nazareth Area Food Bank,
now known as the “Banquet of Song,” on March 4; Easter Sunday on April 1, and Music Sunday on April 29. A
rehearsal to begin preparing music for these special events will be held on Saturday, January 20, from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:00 noon. If you are interested in singing, contact Rev. Janice Butz at the Church Office 610-759-3090 or
by e-mail at jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org.

Judge Julie Truly … and the Case of the Holey Roof
(the story of the healing of the paralyzed man)
returns on
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2018
In case you missed the musical Judge Julie Truly … and the Case of the Holey Roof presented
by our M.A.D. Camp children last November, or would simply like to enjoy the production a second time, there will be two opportunities to share in repeat performances. An
unstaged version of the musical (with costumes and music, but without dialogue) will be
presented during our 10:45 a.m. worship service on January 14. That afternoon at 2:30
p.m. the full production will be shared with the residents and guests of Moravian Hall
Square. Join us at either or both performances to be delighted by the songs, the story, and the enthusiasm
of our St. John’s children!
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Do you shop at Giant? Do you want to help
out the youth who will be attending the
ELCA Youth Gathering in 2018? Then come
to our table in the Shepherd’s Room following
worship! You can purchase Giant gift cards at
face value in increments of $25, $50,
or $100, and 5% will be donated by Giant! Thank you
in advance for your support of our youth!

JANUARY BIBLE STUDY
The WELCA Unit Board will meet Monday, January 8th
at 6:00 p.m. The Rebekah Circle will meet Monday, January 8th at 7:00 p.m. The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, January 3rd at 9:30 a.m. All groups meet in the
church parlor.

EVERYONE WELCOME!
PLEASE JOIN US!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We would like to take this opportunity to let you know what to expect, now that our new Interim Pastor is in place.
Pastor Stinner will continue his call as Associate Pastor on a 1/2 time basis beginning January, 2018. He
has been gracious, respectful and dedicated since becoming our Associate Pastor, especially during the
past few months. The congregation can expect that he will preach weekend services at the beginning of
each month. He will continue to perform the duties that we have been accustomed to. Pastor Clayborne is now serving as our full time Interim Pastor.
Following Synod guidelines, our next step is to do an "ELCA Congregational Vitality Survey" (short participant survey) and a sheet with "Reflective Questions". The results will be uploaded onto the web site,
results will be transcribed and collated.
A "Ministry Site Profile" will then be provided to Church Council members and a "call committee"
to complete this profile.
Church Council will appoint the Call Committee (usually made up of three women, three men, with one
member being under the age of 18). We suspect this will occur in the coming months, allowing time to
process the ongoing transition that we are in the midst of.
Be assured, that following the long ministry of Pastor Schaeffer, this time allows us time for reflection
and define our future. For the time being, let's appreciate the ministry of Pastors Clayborne and Stinner.
We have no doubt the future of our vibrant congregation will continue to be blessed with God's richest
blessings. Please do not hesitate to ask questions.
Thank you,
Jackie Wolf, Church Council President
Andy Herbster, Personnel Committee Chair.
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Faith Through the Arts returns in 2018!
Once again the Shepherd’s Room will be transformed into an art gallery, and musical events will abound as
St. John’s celebrates its 7th arts festival this coming Lenten season. If you know of an artist, encourage
them to submit artwork. The deadline for submission is Friday, January 12, and registration forms are located in the church office or in the brochure rack in the Shepherd’s Room. Individual sponsors will also be
needed to provide financial assistance, so please prayerfully consider making a contribution toward this
educational and enriching ministry of our congregation.

Faith Through the Arts Sponsorship
Name ___________________________________________________________
I/We wish to be a sponsor for Faith Through the A rts and will contribute:
____$10.00

____ $25.00

____ $50.00

_____ other

in loving memory of __________________________________________
or
in honor of __________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church
and return to the church office by February 19.

CONNECT

CONNECT is a fun-filled weekend at Bear Creek Camp during the winter! It’s
a time to CONNECT with God and to CONNECT with your friends. We have a
blast doing all of the fun activities that Bear Creek Camp has to offer during
the winter, plus all the other great activities you’ve come to expect! The week
ends kicks off on Friday night and runs until Sunday after lunch.
This year’s theme is iBelieve! We say that we believe in God, but do our lives
reflect that? We will talk about some of the big topics where our actions do not
necessarily match our beliefs and figure out some ways to encourage despite
struggles. Come join in on the conversation!

Connect Dates:

January 12-14 {Grades 7-12}
January 26-28 {Grades 4-8}

Cost is $115

To register simply head on over to our Registration Site and
then get ready for a fun-filled weekend at camp!
www.bearcreekcamp.org
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CELEBRATING EPIPHANY

Members are reminded to
return a pledge card for 2018.
In addition to assisting the Finance Committee in managing
the expenses of the church, a
pledge represents your individual commitment to St.
John’s and its ministries. Pledge cards were mailed to
each member in November.

Along with Christmas, Easter and
Pentecost, Epiphany is one of the
oldest Christian holy days. The
festival was first celebrated in the
Eastern Church (Orthodox) and
was adopted in the Western church
by the fourth century. Epiphany,
from the Greek word epiphaneia,
means an appearance or manifestation. Christians celebrate this festival each year on January 6, the 12th day
after Christmas.

In addition, thank you to all who volunteered their
“Time & Talent” for the coming year. In the near
future, you will be contacted by the appropriate
chairperson regarding any upcoming events. “Every
member participation” is crucial to the health of our
parish, and it’s wonderful to see so many people offer their time and talents in so many ways!

Epiphany marks the coming of the Magi, or Wise Men, to
worship the baby Jesus. Because the Magi were Gentiles,
Epiphany symbolizes the first recognition of Christ by non
-Jews. The central significance of Epiphany is that Christ
came as the Light of the World, not just for the Jews but
for Gentiles as well. Thus, all of us who are Gentile
Christians are in the lineage of the Magi, the first Gentiles
who came to Christ.

FOOD BANK WEEKEND:
January 27th & 28th

Ages ago three pilgrims set out on a long and uncertain journey in search of the promised Messiah. They followed the
light of a star to find the Light of the World. Their quest was
gloriously rewarded, thanks to that guiding star. Whatever
has led you to St. John’s Church, we believe that God rejoices
in having you in this place, and we pray that your search for
God and his will may be rewarded beyond your expectations.

The Nazareth Area Food Bank
needs to replenish its supply of
canned chicken, tuna, canned
fruit and one-dish meals. but
we also welcome any other items
you would like to donate. And we
are accepting donations of toothbrushes & toothpaste. The Food B a nk a lso u ses the largesized brown paper bags so if you need to m ake
room in your pantry, drop them off as well. THANK
YOU!! Th e Nazareth Ar ea Food B ank tr uly appreciates the continued generosity and faithful
support of the many members of Saint John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nazareth.

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Jesus rose from the water at his baptism ready to
begin his memorable ministry of grace and salvation.
Water is a wonderful sign for baptism. It is a gift of
God from creation. It cleanses us from that which
has soiled us. It refreshes us
when we are hot and tired.
Without it we could not live.
Whatever use we make of
water, it can become for us a
reminder of God’s gift of love
and grace in accepting us into
the household of faith.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
Feb. 3 & 4, 2018
As in the past, members from
our Confirmation Classes will be
holding soup pots as you leave
Church on Super Bowl weekend,
February 3 & 4, and you can be
a part of this mission that shares God’s love with
those of our area in need by giving generously.
Every dollar placed in the Soup Pots will go to
the Nazareth Area Food Bank and Safe Harbor in
Easton. More information will be available in the
February 2018 newsletter.

SAVE THE DATE! Saint John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church will
hold it’s Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, January 28,
2018 immediately following the
10:45 a.m. service.
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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ COUNCIL MINUTES
Nov. 29, 2017 ~ 7:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Chris Andrews, Stephen Bajan Il, Joe Billy, Alan Butz, Rev. Janice Butz, Rev. Dan
Clayborne, Cathie Dara, Christine Garrison, Greg Leh, Gail Price, Rev. Frank Stinner, Jaime Taylor,
Wayne Vierzbicki, Joyce Wallace, Sharon Werner, Jackie Wolf.
ABSENT: Craig Dally
DEVOTIONS: Stephen Bajan II, led with a prayer.
MINUTES: The Minutes of the Oct. 25, 2017 meeting were reviewed and stand as written. Mo
tion by Sharon Werner to accept the Minutes. 2nd-Christine Garrison. Motion passed.
COMMUNICATIONS: Steel Street Tours - New Bethany Ministries.

REV. DAN CLAYBORNE'S REPORT: Complete as written, including:
1. Thanked everyone for such a warm welcome.
2. Taught his 1st Confirmation Class
3. Had his 1st Baptism at church.
4. Had a grand tour of medical facilities in the area.
REV. FRANK STINNER REPORT
1. Thank you very much to the Eucharistic Ministry Team. Shut-ins have been visited and have re
ceived the Sacraments.
2. Conducted Weekend Worship Services for Reformation Weekend with the Festival Choir Canta
ta, "Legacy of Faith".
3. Went to Gettysburg to attend the annual Martin Luther Colloquy.
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT: Complete as Written, including:
1. The 500th anniversary of the Reformation was celebrated with the Festival Choir and instrumen
talists presenting the Cantata Legacy of Faith. Choir worked very hard. Special thanks to Scott
Brodt for recruiting the instrumentalists.
2. Nov. 4- M.A. D. Camp children offered a great performance of Judge Julie Truly...and the Case
of the Holey Roof at the Stewardship Dinner.
3. Nov. 7 - Arts Festival Committee met regarding the March, 2018- Arts Festival at St. John's.
"Great Is Thy Faithfulness" Theme. Events are being scheduled.
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT: Jaime Taylor report: Complete as
written including:
1. Luther League made Christmas gifts for the shut-ins.
2. Nov. 17-Luther League went rock climbing at North Summit Climbing gym.
3. 2018- ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza-Houston, TX. Michele Seaton and I will be
attending this Conference.
4. June 27-July 2, 2018 - ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX. Initial deposit has been paid.
Youth Gathering flights will be from Newark-Houston.
5. 2018- Confirmation Retreat will be at Tuscarora Inn.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Stephen Bajan ll, reported.
1. Bruce Shafer said the Congregation voted to pay the parsonage expenses from the Improve
ment Fund.
2. Stephen also reported that all parsonage related bills be paid from the Improvement Fund.
3. Jackie Wolf will be the second signer on the accounts.
4. The Church's sewage line needs to be repaired.
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(Continued from page #12)

COLUMBARIUM: Joe Billy reported: No Report
1. 2 more niches have been sold.
DAY CARE: Jackie Wolf reported:
1. Enrollment is at 109.
2. Dec. 8 - Christmas Program will be in the Nave.
3. Feb. 25-March 25, 2018-Faith Through the Arts Exhibit
4. Trumbower grant of $2,000 was received and will be used for the push button door at the end
of the hallway.
ENDOWMENT: Stephen Bajan reported.
1. Portfolio is doing well.
2. Request from Jaime Taylor & Michele Seaton to attend the Youth Ministry Network Extrava
ganza in Houston, TX approved from the Youth Account.
3. Outreach Account was reviewed for disbursement of funds.
EVANGELISM: Sharon Werner reported: No Report - No Meeting
1. Effective Jan. 2018-Evangelism & Social Ministry Committees will merge.
2. Need photos of new members.
3. St. John's had visitors from Belgium -Ray Wolfe talked with them.
HELPING HANDS: Gail price reported: No Report
1. Finished Parsonage.
2. June 2018- Annual Trip will be to NJ.

LOVE-A-LOT: Wayne V. reported:
1. Have received calls/emails re: registering for 2018 classes.
2. Evaluations have been conducted on each child.
3. Nov. 16-17 - Photographer came to take individual & class pictures. Turned out great.
PERSONNEL: Jackie Wolf reported: No Report
1. Staff meetings have been held.
PROPERTY: Wayne V. reported:
1. Youth Windows, stairwell windows, kitchen & spare room window replacement deferred to
2018.
2. Stained Glass: Cumberland has agreed to re-do window we had QC concerns about. Will be
scraped, sanded, puttied & repainted.
3. Towers: will re-visit issue in Jan. 2018.
4. Flat Roof. We spend average $3k/year on slate repairs and another $3k/year fixing the rubber
roof membrane.
5. Sewer Line - Bathroom currently closed.
6. N&S Paving for sealcoating - May have to wait till spring due to weather.
SOCIAL MINISTRY: Cathie Dara reported:
1. Appalachian Underwear Collection was a great response.
2. Dec. 6- Ingathering packing of boxes at St. John's
3. Dec. 7 - Ingathering at Shepherd of the Hills.
4. Redner's Save-A-Tape - Jaime will consider taking over this and discuss with youth.
5. Jan. 2018 - Evangelism & Social Ministry Committees will merge.
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(Continued from page #13)

STEWARDSHIP:. Christine Garrison reported:
1. Nov. 4- Stewardship Dinner went well.
2. Nov. 11-12-Stewardship Weekend-Fellowship Hour was with Finance.
3. Nov. 25-26 - Blessing of the Commitment Cards.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Jaime Taylor reported:
1. Dec. 17- Christmas Program
2. March 18, 2018- Janice Butz has arranged for a storyteller during Sunday School hour.
3. 2018- Survey will be emailed prior to the end of Sunday School.
WORSHIP & MUSIC: Chris Andrews reported:
1. Media-New duplicator has been installed for the CD's for shut-ins.
2. Seasonal Decorations - Everything will be ready and in place by First Sunday in Advent - Dec. 3.
3. Need more volunteers to help with the replacement candles between Christmas services.
4. Janice Butz commented on the LARGE PRINT BULLETNS.
5. TBD - Installation of Church Council Members at all 3 Services.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Capital Campaign - Stephen Bajan || reported: Projects are moving along. Still have outstand
ing pledges.
2. Cathie Dara reported on: Building & Property User's Guide and Forms. Discussion was held.
Motion by: Sharon Werner, 2nd Greg Leh to accept Building & Property User's Guidelines.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Dec. 13- Church Council meeting @ 7:30.
2. Review/Revise St. John's Constitution & Bylaws - Jackie, Ray Wolfe & Chris Andrews are work
ing on this.
3. New Council Members are: Rita Bergstrom, Christina Brodt & Michele Seaton
4. TBD - Installation for Church Council Members – Be at all 3 Services.
5. Jan. 28, 2018- Congregational meeting
6. Need date for Council Luncheon celebrating outgoing members.
7. Pastor Stinner - Discussed Church Security & Lockdown procedures - will attend seminar.
8. Jaime Taylor-Discussed doors & lighting "For Emergency Use".
9. Jackie Wolf-Council Reps during services - Please check in with Pastors.
10. Jackie Wolf-Golden Age Sunday will now be Golden Age Weekend.
Building Use Requests:
1. Jan. 13, 2018-Kendra (Getz) Schessler-Fellowship Hall-First Birthday Party - Motion by: Ste
phen Bajan II, 2nd- Greg Leh-Motion Approved.
2. June 21, 2018- Carly Fantauzzi-Quinones-Fellowship Hall - Graduation for The Learning Experi
ence - Motion by: Greg Leh, 2nd-Chris Andrews-Motion Approved.
Council President Jackie Wolf declared the meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. The meeting closed
with the Lord's Prayer.
Next Meeting - Dec. 13, 2017 @ 7:30 p.m.
Next Devotions - Christine Garrison
Respectfully submitted,

Joyce Wallace

Recording Secretary
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Correspondence…
The Social Ministry Committee thanks everyone who has so generously contributed to the Christian outreach projects that were sponsored this year. Blanket Sunday, Ingathering, Support The Troops, Easter
Baskets, Chemo Bags, Appalachian Outreach and Prayer Shawls were projects that were supported. We
look forward to continuing our mission in the months ahead and welcome interested members to join
with us as we move forward.
To Our St. John’s Family,
Thank you for the cards, prayers, love and support you gave us as we celebrated the life of our mother
and wife, Ruth.
Scott, Eric, Stacey and Don Himler

Dear St. Johns,
I would just like to let you know that I have been officially endorsed by the North Eastern Pennsylvania
Synod and have been approved for internship. Since my wife Tricia has a German teaching job at Central Dauphin High School and is working toward her permanent certification, they have agreed to approve a restriction. This means that we will be staying in the Harrisburg area for internship and my first
call. I was given two options, one is where I will have a normal capstone internship with an on-site supervisor and I will be acting as a typical Vicar. Or option two which is called a residency where I will
have an off-site supervisor and will basically be the main pastor for that congregation. This then may
lead into a first call position if I and the church would so choose to agree to that. Both of these option
would put me as a 4th year intern rather than a 3rd year. However, none of this is guaranteed and is
still up for discussion. But I just felt that I would let all of you know about the possibilities that are coming my way.
I would like to thank all of you again for your continued support and prayers! They mean so much to
me as I pursue this call to rostered leadership in the ELCA. I hope to see all of you at Christmas Eve!
Grace and Peace,
-Chad Butz
My heartfelt Thank You to all the willing volunteers throughout the year that help with Seasonal Decorations! I could not do it without you!
Sincerely, Diana Holva
THANK YOU!! Helping Hands would like to thank everyone who has supported
us this past year, both spiritually and financially, including “anonymous” donors!

Dear Friends, Thank you so much for your donation of diapers, socks, undies, bras, etc. We certainly
appreciate all your help. God Bless you! Rose & Diane, Appalachian Outreach, Inc.
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Correspondence…(cont’d.)
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Nazareth Area Food Bank, I’d like to thank you for the many
generous donations of non-perishable food collected during the autumn months. All food donated is a
blessing to our clients who face a daily struggle to feed their families. We are very grateful for your consideration of those less fortunate in our area.
Our all-volunteer Food Bank relies entirely on the generosity of congregations like yours to assist us in
feeding the hundreds of hungry families in our community. The need for our services remains great and we
appreciate your continued support. Please convey our gratitude to your congregation. We consider the
gifts from St. John’s among the Food Bank’s many blessings and we couldn’t do it without you!
Sincerely,
Kay Stracko, Corresponding Secretary

HELLO TO ALL! WINTER HAS ARRIVED
Several projects have been started and some have been scheduled to take place in 2018. Some of these are a
part of the Capital Campaign and some are new.
• The next two phases of repair work on the nave organ have been scheduled. A deposit was given in or-

•
•

•

•

der to put us on the schedule for June 2018. This work will take approximately one month to complete.
(Capital Campaign).
Painting of the Nave will also be scheduled for June 2018. (Capital Campaign).
Restoration of arch type stained glass windows (south wall alley/shepherd room) is Completed.
(Capital Campaign). We will now focus on the north wall (Prospect Street). A deposit will be required
to put us on their schedule.
The Choir robe enclosure will be scheduled for First Quarter 2018. The closet will be located in fellowship hall. This will ensure the contents of the closet are in a secure area and will also help choir members and others who are not able to use the stairs. We can move forward once estimates are received.
The Sewer line break in pipe going to prospect street, needs to be repaired. We are currently obtaining
estimates to move forward.

We have successfully finished giving the parsonage a face lift. I want to THANK all the Helping Hands and
Sextons. Pastor Dan and Nancy are very pleased with their new home. We still have a few items that will be
addressed in the spring.
If you have a skill set or experience with electrical, plastering, painting, plumbing, woodworking, concrete or
welding please come and see Tony. We can use your help to achieve our goals.
We hope all of you, will be enjoy this Holy Holiday season.
Sextons
The Sextons, sextons@stjohnsnaz.org
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Love-A-Lot Nursery School
As usual, December was a whirlwind of activity within our classrooms as both classes enjoyed
a visit from Miss Catherine (Nazareth Library’s Children’s Librarian) who read Christmas
books filled with fun Christmas adventures, and snow. We introduced a manger scene as part
of the children’s “free play” and this helped them play-act & understand the true meaning of
Christmas. Focusing on sharing, and treating each other with respect became the natural
heart of our socializing skills during the blessed season.
‘Tis the season for lots of fun and no one was disappointed as the 4s thoroughly enjoyed “Pajama Day” as we
centered a school day around the holiday favorite, The Polar Express. Both classes created art projects and
gifts for their families that will be treasured for years to come. To close out our month, we hosted Christmas
Concerts/Parties for each class on their last days of school before Christmas break. Family and friends were
invited to attend these festivities which featured lots of finger plays and Christmas songs. Everyone had a great
time!
The 3s learned their shapes by playing games at circle time and creating great art projects that centered on
the shape of the day. We held lots of review games to go over numbers 1-5 which we introduced in the fall
and kept practicing scissor cutting. Rounding out the curriculum for the month, we talked about two more
colors…white and blue.
The 4s are doing great with their letters and we will continue our letter days in January with M, N, O, & P! As
we get farther into the alphabet, writing their own names is the focus and the prewriting lessons of the previous months have honed their fine motor skills needed to write correctly. Before writing their names, they
learned how to spell their names and identify all the letters in a fun “puzzle” that they were able to bring
home once they mastered it at school.
Classes run Monday/Wednesday/Friday for the 4yo class, and Tuesday/Thursday for the 3yo class; both classes
run 9-11:30am with an optional lunch bunch for the 4yo class that runs 11:30-1pm. If you are interested in
registering your child in Love-A-Lot Nursery School next September, there are openings in both the 3yo &
4yo classes. Please call (484-293-0720) or email (LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com) the school.

St. John’s Day Care News
Here at the daycare we ended the year with lots of fun holiday activities. Our annual Christmas program was
a wonderful time thanks to all the hard work of our staff. Our theme was “Twas the Night Before Christmas”
and the kids loved that they could wear their pajamas. The children had lots of fun at their Christmas parties
and enjoyed visiting with Santa. Thank you to all the members of the congregation who donated gifts from the
wish tree. The classrooms have enjoyed their new things very much.
In January many of the classrooms will focus on learning about winter like animals hibernating, winter sports
and weather. Older toddlers are planning on making snow cones, pre-k will be practicing their measuring
skills and talking about senses by making homemade hot chocolate, and preschool will do a science experiment of snow in a jar. The young toddlers are working hard on their self help skills and the school age kids
are working on the art projects they will submit for the arts festival held here at the
church in March. We are looking forward to another year filled with learning and fun!
Our program provides care for children 6 weeks through school age from 6:30 am to
6:00 pm. Our preschool curriculum is taught daily within our day. If you have any interest in learning more about our center please call 61-759-4999 or email lisat@rcn.com.
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Did You Know?
Stewardship is what you do after you say “I Believe”
When we confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed,
we are stating our belief that God has created us, together with all that exists in the world.
All that we are, all that we have comes from God.
It is He who provides for our nourishment and the necessities of life.
It is He who commands us to be the caretakers of our world.
To be the stewards of all creation.

Each month in your offering
envelopes, you will find a
“Special Projects” envelope.
These particular gifts are designated each month to benefit
those in need or to support a
need within our church.

PLEASE alert the Church Office of any changes
to your mailing address, email, or telephone
number. You may use the pew cards, put a note in
the office mailbox, send us an email, or call the office
at 610-759-3090. The post office charges us when
they give us your corrected address, but you can tell
us for FREE! Thank you for your assistance.

JANUARY SPECIAL OFFERING:
SNOW PLOWING
Snow Plowing is another expense that is difficult to budget for, since the weather is unpredictable. Contributions will be used to
offset the costs of snow plowing during the
winter months.

PRAYER CHAIN ~ We pray
that you will think of us when
you have need for prayer.
This includes you, your family
members, or friends. Please
call Betty Laubach at 610-759-0225 or the
Church Office at 610-759-3090.
If you
would like to join the Prayer Chain and be a
part of this powerful ministry, please let Betty or the Church Office know.

What the new year brings to you will depend a
great deal on what you bring to the new year.
― Vern McLellan
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The WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN
UNITY is a special opportunity for Christians
around the world to celebrate diversity in unity. The
week of prayer is traditionally celebrated between January 18 and 25.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.,
Renewer of Society, Martyr, Died 1968
Martin Luther King Jr. is remembered as
an American prophet of justice among
races and nations, a Christian whose faith
undergirded his advocacy of vigorous yet
non-violent action for racial equality. A
pastor of churches in Montgomery, Alabama, and Atlanta, Georgia, his witness was taken to
the streets in such other places as Birmingham, Alabama, where he was arrested and jailed while protesting against segregation. He preached nonviolence
and demanded that love be returned for hate. Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, he was killed by an
assassin on April 4, 1968.

Your Right Hand, O Lord, Glorious in Power
(Exodus 15:6) is the theme for celebrating the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2018. Contemporary
challenges again threaten to enslave and destroy the
dignity of the human person created in the image and
likeness of God. The unity of Christ in His body, the
Church, is often obscured by both personal sin and
social structures of sin. The right hand of God that
brought the people out of slavery, gave continued
hope and courage to the Israelites, as it continues to
bring hope to those seeking Christian Unity.

Reprinted from “Words for Worship” © 2014 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

For this reason the song of Moses and Miriam (Ex
15: 1-21), has been chosen as the motif of the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity 2018. Israel’s song of
praise to God for victory over the Egyptian army is
one of the more ancient hymns in the OT. “Your
right hand” is an OT metaphor for power, but also
the right hand was the metaphor for relationship,
hospitality, providence as well as power in battle.
And so Israel recognizes all the gifts they receive
from God. And they recognize their need to respond
to His work on their behalf.

HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH?
If you or a friend of yours have
been worshipping at St. John’s
and decide to make it your
church home, classes for New
Members are scheduled
once a month, and are held in the Church Parlor.
The class is about one hour long and presents an
overview of the Lutheran faith as well as a brief
history.
After deciding to join, a time is
scheduled during one of the worship services to
welcome the new member. Questions? Please
feel free to contact the Church Office at 610-7593090.

And so, the theme this year calls us also to
acknowledge Gods’ many gifts and works for us
which are totally unlimited and powerful. The God
whom we know intimately in our lives and in our
relationship with Him has acted, is acting and will
act for us. And so we are called to praise Him, and
work to bring this good news to all people.
The World Council of Churches is a worldwide fellowship of 349 churches seeking unity, a common witness, and Christian service. For more info,
please visit their website at www.oikoumene.org

HOW DO I SCHEDULE A BAPTISM?
Baptism classes are held once a
month in the Church Parlor for
those wishing to be baptized or for
bringing children to the font. During the class, the meaning and importance of Baptism are presented and if there
are any questions concerning the ceremony or
sponsorship, they can be addressed at that time.

The deadline for all
submissions for the
February 2018 issue
of THE MESSENGER is:
Wed. Jan. 10th. You may leave printed material
in the Church Office mailbox or you may email
your article or announcement as a Word attachment to stjohnschurch@rcn.com. Thank you in
advance for your understanding and cooperation.

You may call the Church Office to make arrangements for the date / time of the baptism, which
can be scheduled either during or after the Saturday or Sunday worship services. Questions?
Please feel free to contact the Church Office at
610-759-3090.
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STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM – “FEARLESS GENEROSITY”

FEARLESS LIVING, FEARLESS SERVICE, FEARLESS SOWING, FEARLESS GIVING
ELECTRONIC GIVING

A Friendly Reminder to All Members of
Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church: According to our Constitution and
By-laws, to retain active membership, you
“shall have communed and made a contribution of record during the current or preceding year.” Please remember to fill out a Holy Communion Record card (found in the
pew rack) and use your offering envelopes
(or put your envelope number on your
check) in order that the church records may
be kept up to date.

Electronic contributions are
both a convenient and reliable
way to fulfill your financial commitment to St. John’s. This is
also the most cost-efficient
method of giving. It reduces administrative costs
and helps maintain a predictable cash flow. With
automatic contributions you can reinforce your
commitment to give to God first, before anything
else. One easy step guarantees that the church will
receive your gifts on a regular basis, even if you
are out of town. Electronic giving options include:

If we do not receive a communion card and
contribution of record for you for two years,
you will be placed on the Inactive Roster,
which means you will no longer receive the
newsletter through the mail. If you have any
questions, or if there is a hardship of any
kind, please speak to Pastor Clayborne, Pastor Stinner or any member of Church Council.

Online Bill Pay
Choose to send the church a check electronically
through your bank’s bill pay service. You have
complete control over how often and when checks
are sent.
Automatic Deduction: Simply Giving
The Simply Giving® Program endorsed by Thrivent
Financial Bank is a program that permits authorized automatic deductions from your bank account.
You can select the amount and the schedule for
the deductions. Monies are then automatically
transferred to the church. To enroll in the “Simply
Giving” program, you need only to complete an Authorization Agreement for Automatic Deduction
form, available through the Church Office.

THE 2018 PAGES have
been added to the Altar
Flowers, Bulletin Sponsor
& CD Ministry, books at
the back of the nave. Please sign-up
soon to secure your desired dates. For
questions or assistance, please contact
the Church Office at 610-759-3090 or
office@stjohnsnaz.org. Thank you!

Online Giving
Simply scan this QR code with your
smart phone or go to our website,
www.stjohnsnaz.org, and click on the
“Online Giving” tab. There a link will redirect you
to St. John’s secure online giving portal. You may
make a one-time donation using your credit or debit card, and/or create a profile for recurring donations.
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SERVING GOD IN JANUARY 2018

5:30 p.m.

Barry & Bonnie Boyer

10:45 a.m. Youth

8:00 a.m.

David & Sue Bittner
Wayne & Judy Vierzbicki

Youth

Ludwig & LuJean Gocek

Jacob Golinsky

Veronica Morris

Olivia LaBar

Quintin Woods

Anthony Albanese

Maya Evancho

Lenna Harris

Karlene Kipp

Edith Brodt

Charles Bonisese

Ralph Brodt, III

Karen Coleman

Cindy Evancho

Tom & Jocelyn Starner
Annie Bicker, Amie Tracy

Craig & Ann Dally
Joe & Joy Grim

Karlene Kipp, Kathy Keeler
Roy Roth, Ralph Deyo

Brodt Family

Welcome and assist worshipers, and collect
the offering. A great way for families to serve
together! (Christina Brodt 610-653-0358)

USHERS

Please note the date you have been scheduled to serve. Kindly find a replacement if you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, and notify
the Church Office. Contact the coordinator (in parentheses) if you are unable to find someone to serve in your place. Sign-up books for Ushers, Nursery
Attendants, Altar Flowers, Bulletin Sponsors, and CD Ministry Sponsors are found in the Fellowship Hall.
LECTORS

8:00 a.m.
Bill & Kathy Schultz
Joe & Kathy Dara

Payton Reuber

Suzan Andrews

ACOLYTES

10:45 a.m.
Mary Ann Kaspern

Ellie Deaner

Craig Dally

GREETERS

5:30 p.m.

Wayne & Judy Vierzbicki
Carol Kish, Linda Michael

Samantha Garvey

Charles Bonisese

Share God’s Word with the congregation during worship. (Christina
Brodt 610-653-0358)

8:00 a.m.

Mary Hillebrenner
Tom & Susan Wida

Emma Ricci

Mat Benol

Lighting and extinguishing
candles for worship. Open to
youth in grades 6 & up.
(Office 610-759-3090)

10:45 a.m.

Donna Walters

Ashley Breault

Christianna Hunter

Offer a friendly welcome to members and
visitors as they arrive for worship.
(Maryellen Werkheiser 610-759-5191)

5:30 p.m.

Lester & Charlene Smith
Barry & Lois Morris

Rachael Schaffer

5:30 p.m.

8:00 a.m.

Evan Werkheiser, Sandra Garr
Maryellen Werkheiser

Date & Time
of Service
Jan.
6&7

Jan.
13 & 14

Jan.
20 & 21

Jan.
27 & 28

10:45 a.m.
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SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NAZARETH
MISSION STATEMENT: Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is a family of Believers of Christ, who worship together to be
nourished by the proclamation of God’s Word and by the gracious gifts of Baptism and Holy Communion. Empowered by the Holy
Spirit, through education and fellowship, we respond in obedience to God’s Word, without reserve, in service to the needs of all
God’s creation. Saint John’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

CONTACT US. . .

VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF

200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth, PA 18064-2801
Church Office
610-759-3090
Fax
610-759-3719
E-Mail
office@stjohnsnaz.org
Website
www.stjohnsnaz.org

Altar Flowers
Steven Millheim

610-365-2343

Altar Guild
Jocelyn Starner

610-759-3205

Bulletin Sponsors
Church Office

610-759-3090

Church Council President
Jackie Wolf

484-544-1940

THE CHURCH STAFF
Interim Pastor: Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne
prclayborne@stjohnsnaz.org
(h) 610-759-1571
(c) 774-239-6397
Associate Pastor: Rev. Franklin S. Stinner
prstinner@stjohnsnaz.org
610-746-9695

Greeters Schedule
Maryellen Werkheiser

Minister of Music: Rev. Janice I. Butz
jbutz@stjohnsnaz.org
610-882-9388

Helping Hands
Gail Price
Keith Shook

610-704-8736
610-759-0594

Katherine Von Bora Society
Susan Kelly

610-746-2231

Lectors Schedule
Christina Brodt

610-653-0358

Director of Youth & Family Ministries:
Jaime L. Taylor
610-759-3090
jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org
Assist. Organist/Choir Director:
Deacon Patrice A. Kidd

610-867-1330

610-759-5191

Love-A-Lot Nursery School
Andrea Miller, Director
484-293-0720
LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com

Parish Administrative Assistant:
Linda Kasmakites
office@stjohnsnaz.org
Parish Financial Secretary:
Bonnie Mertz
finance@stjohnsnaz.org

Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up)
Jaime Taylor
610-509-8288

Sextons: Gary Baltz, Tony Petrillo, Dean Brodt, Ray
Wolfe, Jr.
sextons@stjohnsnaz.org

Media Ministry
Lois Davis

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
Building Trust Fund - Jeff Daniels (Special appt.)
Day Care – Jackie Wolf
Evangelism - Sharon Werner
Helping Hands – Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Love-A-Lot Nursery School - Wayne Vierzbicki
Personnel - Jackie Wolf, Gail Price
Property – Joe Billy, Wayne Vierzbicki
Social Ministry - Cathie Dara, Jackie Wolf
Stewardship – Christine Garrison
Sunday School - Jaime Taylor
Worship & Music - Chris Andrews
YEO Endowment - Donald Himler (Special appt.)
Youth Representative - TBA

Prayer Chain
Betty Laubach
St. John’s Day Care
Lisa Todd, Director

610-504-1635
lo.huthie@yahoo.com

610-759-0225
610-759-4999
lisat@rcn.com

Sunday School Committee
Lois Davis, Superintendent
610-504-1635
lo.huthie@yahoo.com
Ushers Schedule
Christina Brodt
610-653-0358
Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
Joyce Wallace
610-330-9113
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Issue No. 399

January 2018
SUNDAY

7 Baptism of Our Lord
8:00 AM Worship w/HC
Council Installation
(Fellowship – Church Council)
9:15 AM Sunday School Epiphany
Program (Fellowship Hall)
10:45 AM Worship w/HC
Council Installation
(Fellowship – Church Council)

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
LOVE-A-LOT CLOSED

2
9:00 AM Ladies Aid

3
9:30 AM Ruth Circle (Parlor)
12:00 PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Bible Study (Parlor)
7:00 PM NA (Downstairs)
7:30 PM Naz. Comm. Band

4

5

6 Epiphany of our Lord

6:00 PM Chancel Choir
Covered Dish
6:30 Partners for a New Beginning
(Parlor)

4:15 PM Girl Scout
Troop #81078 (Shep. Rm.)

10:00 AM Philethia Choir Reh.
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Council Installation

10
MESSENGER DEADLINE

11

12

13

6:15 PM Evangelism
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

4:00 PM MAD Camp Reh.
4:15 PM Girl Scout
Troop #81078 (Shep. Rm.)
6:30 PM Lock-In Begins

9:00 AM Lock-In Ends
5:30 PM Worship w/HC

8
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

9
WELCA Unit Bd
Property
Rebekah Circle
Day Care Board
Stewardship (FH)

9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM

Ladies Aid
JAM Sessions
Sunday Sch. Bd.(P)
Social Min. (F. H.)
Worship & Music
Naz. Women’s Club

16
9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Ladies Aid
JAM Sessions
Personnel (Parlor)
Helping Hands

Sexton on Duty: Dean
14 2nd Sunday of Ephiphany

15
LOVE-A-LOT CLOSED
8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Sunday School
7:00 PM Finance
9:15 AM New Member /Baptism Class
8:00 PM Endowment
(Parlor)
10:45 AM Worship
2:30 PM MAD Camp at MHS
Sexton on Duty: Tony
21
3rd Sunday of Ephiphany
8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

22

23

2:00 PM Columbarium (F. H.) 9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM JAM Sessions
6:30 PM Arts Festival Mtg.

Sexton on Duty: Ray

28
4th Sunday of Ephiphany
Food Bank Weekend
8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:45 AM
12:00 PM

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Congregational Mtg. &
Luncheon (Fellowship Hall)

Sexton on Duty: Dean

29
No Scheduled Events

30
9:00 AM Ladies Aid
4:00 PM JAM Sessions

12:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Bible Study
Chalice Choir
Partners Bd. (Parlor)
SHYG
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (Parlor)
NA (Downstairs)
Naz. Comm. Band

17
12:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Bible Study
Chalice Choir
SHYG
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (Parlor)
NA (Downstairs)
Naz. Comm. Band

31
12:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Sexton on Duty: Tony

18

24
12:00 PM Bible Study
5:00 PM Chalice Choir
6:15 PM SHYG
6:15 PM Confirmation 1 & 2
6:30 PM Bible Study (F. H.)
7:00 PM NA (Downstairs)
7:30 PM Naz. Comm. Band
7:30 PM Church Council (Parlor)
Bible Study
Chalice Choir
SHYG
Confirmation 1 & 2
Bible Study (Parlor)
NA (Downstairs)
Naz. Comm. Band

Sexton on Duty: Dean

6:30 Partners for a New Beginning
(Parlor)
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

19
COUNCIL REPORT
DEADLINE
No Scheduled Events

20
9:30 AM Festival Choir Retreat
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Sexton on Duty: Ray

25

26

7:00 PM Chancel Choir

4:15 PM Girl Scout
Troop #81078 (Shep. Rm.)

27
Food Bank Weekend
10:00 AM Philethia Choir Reh.
5:30 PM Worship w/HC
Sexton on Duty: Dean

