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Volume 16, Issue 12 Synod News

Upcoming Events

- - Mark your calendar now!
book faith LIFT

Lutherans

2009 Learning Ministries Day In

January 24, 2009 Faith

Union Lutheran Church, Tngether

Schnecksville

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: The Rev. Dr. Rolf A. Saturday, June 13, 2009
Jacobson, associate professor of Old Muhlenberg College
Testament at Luther Seminary in 5t. Paul,
MN. Keynote Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Mark Allan

. . . . Powell, Professor of New Testament,
More information and a registration form Trinity Lutheran Seminary

are available on the synod website. Scroll Music: Dakota Road
to the date, January 24, on the calendar

page at www.godslove.org/calendar. More information at

www.godslove.org/LIFT

Did You You will also find links to the ELCA Book of Faith
site, where you can
« sign on to the Book of Faith initiative
KNow « join the Book of Faith forum

= sign up to receive Book of Faith e-Updates

The synod has its own Book of Faith website? “*Don't miss the blog — especially the Book of
You can find it at www.godslove.or k-of-faith. Faith road trip video!

There's also a link on the synod home page Ryan Hart, a confirmation student in Towanda,
(www.godslove.org). and his pastor, Jira Albers, traveled across the
On our Book of Faith site you can synod — and beyond - to ask people their view
# learn more about the initiative and use of the Bible.

= find out how you can be invelved First stop: Bear Creek Camp and

» check out resources for the initiative conversations with children and

= keep up to date with news and ideas leaders.

= join the conversation on the synod blog™ Check it out!

Synod News is published monthly by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA,
Carol L. Weiser, Editor, 510-395-6891, pepsynodf@rcn com, www. godslove.org
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INAR “l never wanted to preach...”

*PHIADEEHIA “I never wanted to preach — | was never interested in a theo
logical career,” said Rodney Smith, first year student at LTSP. “| was going to be a mu-
sician.” Rodney played drums and sang in the choir at Triumphant Cross Lutheran
Church in Salem, New Hampshire, but something was still missing. “l was looking for a
way to serve the Lord when a door was opened”. The pastor asked him to read the
lessons which led to becoming the worship assistant, until finally, Rodney was asked to
lead worship and deliver the message. This experience turned him around forever.

“For the first time since | stopped playing music regularly, | experienced a sense of joy
in doing something that satisfied my being.”

Today, Rodney Smith and his family live on campus. “God has moved so many things in
my life to get me here, my wife and | believe this is where we should be.” After gradu-
ating, Smith hopes to be a parish pastor in a small community.

Perhaps you, or someone you know, is wondering what in the world God wants
them to do? We would be glad to engage in a conversation about vocational dis-
cernment. Contact LTSP’s Admissions office - admissions@Ltsp.edu or 215-248-

7302.

Receive periodic email updates about LTSP people and events through our eNewsletter @PS.
Sign up at www.Ltsp.edu/enews.

SAVE THE DATE...

Saint John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, January 25, 2009

Congregational Immediately following the
MEETING 10:45 a.m. service
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v f 4 g A Message from the Director of
eant Youth and Family Ministries

the
o n the weekend of November 7th-
9th, I accompanied Emma Barnes,
Hannah Wallace, and Kelly Wallace at
the Lutheran Youth Fellowship Assem-
bly at Pinebrook Bible Conference and
Retreat Center.

I had never attended an LYF Assembly
before and did not know what to ex-
pect. I was pleasantly surprised when I
learned that the LYF Assembly is truly
all about the youth. The youth on the
Executive Board ran the entire Assem-
bly. The other youth attending as dele-
gates got to vote on various issues that
were brought up having to do with
youth. All the youth who attended got
to participate in various leadership ac-
tivities such as Plenary sessions, Mis-
sion District meetings, Worship ses-
sions, and Communion. They also got
the opportunity to participate in many
fun and social activities. This included
the Beatles worship sessions, a Dance
party, free time to play games and so-
cialize, and different workshops. The
entire event was a complete blast and a
success.

There was only one problem. The at-
tendance of the event this year was
very low. This made the decline in

30

youth involvement in churches very ob-
vious and gave everyone no choice but
to address it at the Assembly.

Where have all our youth gone? I was
told that only 2 years prior to this As-
sembly, there were over 100 attendees.
This year, there were about 45. This is
a serious problem. The youth who at-
tended the Assembly had such a great
time, and were very motivated fo en-
courage other youth to attend the LYF
Assembly the next chance they get. I
only hope that by youth sharing their
exciting experiences at the LYF Assem-
bly and other youth events, it will in-
spire other youth to want to partici-
pate.

T also hope that their words can inspire
parents to encourage their children to
get involved in the church. Where else
will our youth be able to experience a
fun time without the threat of peer
pressure and judgment? Or to experi-
ence an opportunity to talk openly and
honestly about anything, even including
struggling with their faith? Sadly, the
answer is probably nowhere but their
own homes.

(Continued on page 31)



TOUTH NEWS

(Continued from page 30) m‘ i i i i i
What our youth need now more than

ever is to be visible and encouraged to SHYGI *
find a place where they can be them- All High School Students: *
selves. A place like LYF is just that type Don't forget every Wednesday

of place. Youth of all shapes, sizes, and hight at 6:15 p.m. down in ’rhe*

colors could be seen at anytime having a Youth Room we will have SEN-
group hug, eating meals together, wor- * TOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP.
shipping together, playing games to- This is a fun time o come and

gether, praying together, and sharing hang out and have meaningful

beautiful sight, and I can only hope to on Wednesday!

be able to watch more of our youth from

St. John's take advantage of this won- Mm**
derful growing and learning experience.

In Christ,
Jaime Taylor

H\Tha[kﬁ/ The Luther League and Family and Youth Ministry Committee
b would like to say "Congratulations!” to Corinne
%“Hl’ Schmidt for being accepted into the National Youth Gather-
ing Praise Band! Because of this great accomplishment, we now
have one open spot for anyone currently in grades 9-12 who would like to attend
the Gathering. The Gathering will be held in New Orleans, LA and will be from
July 21-27. You will need to give a $100 deposit and attend fundraiser events, as
well as complete service projects and group building activities. This is truly a once
in a lifetime opportunity. There are already 33,000 people registered to attend
the National Youth Gathering. Imagine looking around you and seeing that many

people who worship and believe the way you do! If you are seriously interested in
taking this spot, please contact Jaime Taylor at 610.759.3090.
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TOUTH NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Deliver Christmas Gifts To Shut-Ins! On Sunday, December 7th, anyone in

grades 6 and up should meet in the Fellowship Hall immediately fol-

_ _ lowing the late church service. From there, we will split up, visit our

7 #3~ shut-in's, and present them with a handmade Christmas gift. We will

st also need some adult drivers, so have your parents participate as
SN welll This is a great way to take some time out to make another per-

son's day extra special.

Dinner & A Moviel On Sunday, December 14th, anyone in grades 6
and up is invited to attend our dinner and a movie event. We will “i” o
meet at Red Robin at 5:00pm, enjoy dinner, and have an informal (g' !')/
meeting/conversation during. After that we will head over to Regal I] l H N R
Cinemas and see a movie. This is a fun and relaxing night out with
- gvie
other church members, so come out and join us!
Bob Lenz!l Bob Lenz is a motivational speaker that specializes in speaking with
e | youth. He has spoken at Creation Festival for several years and is
'BUB 'LENZ ' always a big hit. Opening for him will be the Christian band, SWiM.
'm This is a community event for anyone and everyone! Invite your
P | friends and neighbors! It will be held on January 10th at Easton

\J Area High School beginning at 7pm. Tickets, if purchased in ad-
HJHH| vance, are $2 plus a non-perishable food item, which will be do-

nated to local food banks. Tickets may be purchased at the door,

if available, for $5 plus a non-perishable food item. This event is being hosted by
local Youth leaders. Please visit www.lvyouthevents.com for tickets and more in-
formation!
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TOUTH NEWS

PAST EVENTS

Christmas Gifts For Shut-Ins! On Sunday, October 26th, youth met in the Youth
Room to make the Christmas gifts for our shut-ins. Everyone had a great time
making the gifts. Thank you to Gail and Greg Price for their help with planning the
project for this event!

LYF: From November 7th-9th, Emma Barnes, Hannah Wallace, and Kelly Wallace
attended the Lutheran Youth Fellowship Assembly at Pinebrook Bible Conference
and Retreat Center. The three girls had a great time and are looking forward to
sharing their experiences with their friends and peers.

Family & Youth Meeting: On November 9th, we had our monthly Family & Youth
Meeting. It was very exciting to have some new faces there! The youths' meeting
went smoothly and they all had a great time playing the new Nintendo Wii while
the parents had their meeting.

@\5 daf@

A MARK YOUR CALENDARS
S January 16-17: Lock-In.
CALENDAR February 6-8: Ski-trip at Tuscarora Inn.

P ene, W

National Youth Gathering Fundraiser: Do you shop at Giant or _ﬁ/‘;?‘;i
Redner's? Would you like to help the youth raise money for their trip to m}e

the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans? Then come see the youth | &5, 4
in the Shepherd's room every Sunday from 9:00 am till 10:45 am, where =
they will be selling Giant and Redner’s Shopping Cards! You can purchase the cards for
their face value in denominations of $25, $50, and $100. Use them to pay for your weekly
shopping or gas at Giant, just like cash! The youth earn 5% of the value of the cards. We
accept cash and checks made payable to St. John's Lutheran Church. This will be an ongo-
ing fundraiser. Thank You for your continued support!
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Yulet:de

Enjoy the Christmas season with
these games, centered around the
theme of Jesus, our greatest gift.

JESUS’ BIRTH FROM A-Z

What you need:

* Paper

¢ Pencils or pens

* Bibles (optional)

What you do:
Instruct players to think of as
many Christmas-related words
as they can that start with each
letter of the alphabet. Start with
A and give everyone a minute to
brainstorm words for each letter.
For example, M words include
manger, Mary and miracle.

If you get stuck, look at the
Nativity accounts in Matthew 1
and 2, and also Luke 2. Players
get a point for each word not

repeated by others.

PIN THE STAR ON THE
MANGER

What you need:

* Butcher paper, poster board
or plain wrapping paper

+ Markers, paint or crayons

+ Construction paper stars

* Tape

+ Blindfold

What you do:

On large paper, draw a picture
of a stable. Give each player a
star cutout. Put a small + above
the manger where the star led
the shepherds and wise men to
baby Jesus. Like in Pin the Tail
on the Donkey, the blindfolded
person who puts his or her star
closest to the + wins.

The Stor of Jesus’ Birth

Jesus’ birth is recorded in three New Testament chapters: Macthew 1
and 2, and Luke 2. Follow some important words about our

Savior’s birth by starting at a word beginning with the
-5 lecter A and finishing with a word starting with the letter Z.

¥ angels  Bethlehen  car dance easel
X
cat bear child donkey eqg fast
holy glory flocks Earth feathers qap
inn jacket grapes peace quiet hat
Joseph King Lord only righteous  shepherds
Kelp loop Mary night unique tidings
last maze paper wise men virgin water
N z|lhons_
open nest word  eXcitement  young ’chs baby :
| | | | |caHed Jesusl

(snsaf paye> Aqeq S1y3 Aq paaes) SUOI[[1Z ‘SUNOA ‘JUIWAIIYA VW 3sTm ‘UISIIA

‘anbrun ‘s3urpn ‘spraydays ‘snoa1ySr 9emb ‘aoead “Auo 1Sty Arepy ‘proT ‘Sury

‘qdasof ‘uur Aoy K10[5 ‘sxyd0[] ‘Yrreg ANUOP ‘PIIYD ‘WAYAYIA ‘S[PSUL [IIMSTY
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HOW DO | BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH?
Become If you or a friend of yours have been worshipping at St.
Part of John'’s and decide to make it your church home, classes
Ehiivoh for New Members are scheduled once a month, usually
Family on the first Sunday of the month in the Church parlor.

The class is about one hour long and presents an overview of the Lutheran faith
as well as a brief history. After deciding to join, a time is scheduled during one
of the worship services to welcome the new member. Questions? Please feel
free to contact the church office at 610-759-3090.

HOW DO | SCHEDULE A BAPTISM?
Baptism classes are held once a month in the Church for
those wishing to be baptized or for bringing children to the
. font. Typically the class is scheduled the second Sunday of the
HOly === 4 : .
month. During the class, the meaning and importance of
EJaDtlsm Baptism are presented and if there are any questions concern-
ing the ceremony or sponsorship, they can be addressed at that time.

You can call the church office to make arrangements for the date and time of
the baptism, which can be scheduled during or after the Saturday or Sunday

worship services. Questions! Please feel free to contact the church office at
610-759-3090.

rﬂﬁtter THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
D ne JANUARY ISSUE OF “THE MESSENGER” IS
-DEA_ 1 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER I10TH.
You may leave printed material in the Office mailbox. Or you may email your article
as a Word attachment to jdishong@rcn.com or stjohnschurch@rcn.com. You may,

request confirmation of receipt by email, or call to confirm your email was received.
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation.

Some content for this newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2008 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved.
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