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GLIMPSES  
FEBRUARY 2009 

“A Different Path…” 
 
 

In addition to educating future pastors, The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadel-
phia prepares those seeking a different path in ministry to carry out their call.  Nobody 
knows that better than seminarian Ian Hartner, who made the faith/social justice con-
nection early on while engaging in youth activities in his home church, Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, in Marlton, NJ. 
 

Ian works in the world of advocacy, helping Christians make the connection between 
social policy and charity.  As a grassroots organizer interning in his home state legisla-
ture in Trenton, New Jersey, Ian assists the New Jersey Synod of the ELCA in areas of 
housing, hunger, and combating injustice.  While organizing letter-writing campaigns to 
legislators, among other projects, he found the need to learn more about the faith con-
nection to his work.  That’s where becoming a seminarian at LTSP came in. 
 

“LTSP,” he said, “is a springboard for me. I needed to learn more about religion and 
theology, and to find out about the biblical origins of social justice.”  “LTSP’s offerings 
encourage linkages between the church and the world.”  Ian will be graduating in May 
with a Master of Arts in Religion with a Music Specialization. 
 

Perhaps you, or someone you know, is wondering what in the world God wants them to do? 
We would be glad to engage in a conversation about vocational discernment. Contact LTSP’s 
Admissions office - admissions@Ltsp.edu or 215-248-7302. 

 
Receive periodic email updates about LTSP people and events through our eNewsletter @PS. 

Sign up at www.Ltsp.edu/enews. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  We will again be running a bus 
trip to Oriole Park at Camden Yards.  The date is Wednesday, 
August 12th.  We will see the Orioles play the Oakland Athlet-
ics in a 1:35 p.m. game.  The bus will leave St. John’s at 8:30 
a.m., arriving in time to get lunch at the Inner Harbor before 
the game.  Return to Nazareth is immediately after the game.  
Call the Church Office at 610-759-3090 to sign up and for infor-
mation about pricing. 
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A Message from the Director of 
Youth and Family Ministries 

I have a lot of very fond memories of St. John’s. Because I grew up in this 
church, I am very familiar with many of the youth events we do throughout 
the year.  February brings us to the Youth Services. One of my favorite 
events when I was in Luther League was the Youth Services.  Unless I was 
acolyting, every other Sunday throughout the year, I sat in the Congrega-
tion and watched the service.  But when it was time for the Youth Services, 
I got excited.  This was the time when the youth “took over” the service.  
We did everything - from ushering to sermons skits to music; we did it all!  
It was a great time to really feel involved in worship, and we were with our 
friends and peers.  We at St. John’s are blessed with so many talented 
young people. 
 
I’m excited to see this year’s youth service and what you all can do with all 
of your many talents.  I hope that you all will participate, and make your 
own fond memories of St. John’s. 
 
Blessings, 
Jaime L. Taylor 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

SHYG!! 
All High School Students:  Don’t 
forget every Wednesday night 
at 6:15 p.m. UPSTAIRS in the 
NEW Youth Room we will have 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP.  
This is a fun time to come and 
hang out and have meaningful 
discussions together.  See you 
on Wednesday! 
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YOUTH NEWS 

PAST EVENTS 
Dinner & A Movie:  On December 14th, 14 people met at Red Robin for our 
Dinner & A Movie event.  It was a nice night to have dinner and be in fellow-
ship with one another. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Ski Trip:  From February 6-8, a group from St. 
John’s will be staying at Tuscarora Inn, and skiing/
snowboarding at Camelback Mountain. 

 
Youth Service:  February 14-15 will be this year’s youth services.  All youth 
in grades 6-12 are encouraged to participate! 
 
Valentine’s Day Breakfast:  Open to the whole community, Lehigh Valley 
Youth Events is hosting a Valentine’s Day Breakfast at St. John’s UCC in 
Nazareth.  This will be on February 14th from 8 - 11 a.m.  Come and go as 
you please!  More information will be posted on the Youth News bulletin 
board, as well as the Community bulletin board by the church office. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
March 8: Luther League/Family and Youth Meeting.  All youth in grades 6-
12 and their parents are encouraged to attend. 
March 14: Intergenerational Musical/Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for the  
Youth Gathering Team. 

March 21-22: Confirmation Retreat at Pinebrook Bible Conference and Retreat Center. 
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YOUTH NEWS 
National Youth Gathering Fundraiser:  Do you shop at Giant or 
Redner’s?  Would you like to help the youth raise money for their 
trip to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans?  Then come 
see the youth in the Shepherd’s room every Sunday from 9:00 am 
till 10:45 am, where they will be selling Giant and Redner’s Shopping Cards!  You 
can purchase the cards for their face value in denominations of $25, $50, and 
$100.  Use them to pay for your weekly shopping or gas at Giant, just like cash!  
The youth earn 5% of the value of the cards.  We accept cash and checks made 
payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church.  This will be an ongoing fundraiser.  Thank 
You for your continued support! 

VALENTINES TO GIVE YOUR CHILDREN: 
♥ Acceptance – Teach kids that you love them for who and what they are.  Give 
this gift with a kiss.  
 

♥ Self-confidence – Help children understand that they can trust themselves.  
Give this gift with a hug.  
 

♥ Life without needless fears – Don’t let your kids see you as a worrier.  Give this 
gift with laughter.  
 

♥ Appreciation – Help children acquire a spark of gratitude and enjoy all of life.  
Give this gift as they go out the door.  

 

♥ Faith – Introduce your children to God, the best friend 
they’ll ever have.  Give this gift by taking them to church 
every Sunday. 
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HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH? 
If you or a friend of yours have been worshipping at St. 
John’s and decide to make it your church home, classes 
for New Members are scheduled once a month, usually 
on the first Sunday of the month in the Church parlor. 

 
The class is about one hour long and presents an overview of the Lutheran faith 
as well as a brief history.  After deciding to join, a time is scheduled during one 
of the worship services to welcome the new member.  Questions?  Please feel 
free to contact the church office at 610-759-3090. 
 
 
HOW DO I SCHEDULE A BAPTISM? 

Baptism classes are held once a month in the Church for 
those wishing to be baptized or for bringing children to the 
font.  Typically the class is scheduled the second Sunday of the 
month.  During the class, the meaning and importance of 
Baptism are presented and if there are any questions concern- 

ing the ceremony or sponsorship, they can be addressed at that time. 
 
You can call the church office to make arrangements for the date and time of 
the baptism, which can be scheduled during or after the Saturday or Sunday 
worship services.  Questions?  Please feel free to contact the church office at 
610-759-3090. 

Some content for this newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2008 by Communication Resources.  All rights reserved. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE  
MARCH ISSUE OF “THE MESSENGER” IS:  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH. 

 
You may leave printed material in the Office mailbox.  Or you may email your article 
as a Word attachment to jdishong@rcn.com or stjohnschurch@rcn.com.  You may 
request confirmation of receipt by email, or call to confirm your email was received.  
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 
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