














Lutheran Congregational Services
will be offering a DIVORCE RE-
COVERY SUPPORT MINISTRY
entitled Feeling Whole Again, on
Sunday afternoons - April 19, 26,
May 3, 10, I7 at St. John’s Lutheran
Church (835 3rd Street in Fullerton).
Each session in the series begins at
3:00 p.m. and concludes by 5:00 p.m.
Contact LCS at 610-770-9205 to reg-
ister. The cost for the series is $50.
Limited financial assistance is avail-
able.

JOURNEYS THROUGH GRIEF ~ Grief is
an ever-moving process of learning how to
live, feel and heal in the midst of loss. Often
when we have suffered a significant loss of an-
other person, we may feel stuck in our grief
journey. No one should have to face grief
alone. In this six-week series of workshops
we will learn about the stages of grief and ex-
plore the feelings you may have associated
with the loss of a loved one.

Tuesdays from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
April 14,21, 28, May 5, 12, 19

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
3900 Freemansburg Avenue
Easton, PA 18045
610-252-2258

Registration Required. Call Pastor Kerry
Smart at 610-770-9205 to register or for
more information.

There is no fee to participants thanks to the generosity of
Ashton Funeral Home, Inc., Finegan Funeral Home, and
Strunk Funeral Home, Inc.

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE ~ The annual Spring Rummage

& Bake Sale will be held on Saturday, April 4th at Schoeneck

Moravian Church, located just north of Nazareth on N. Broad

Street Extension. The doors open at 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

Proceeds will benefit the church’s programs. The rummage

sale features hundreds of bargains in children’s and adult cloth-
ing, housewares, toys, books and furniture. In addition, the sale offers a tempting array
of food items to purchase, including: fresh baked goods, our famous breakfast sand-

wiches, homemade soup, and hot dogs.
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WEREGOING TOA MARK YOUR CALENDAR! We will again be running a bus
LN trip to Oriole Park at Camden Yards. The date is Wednesday,
August 12th. We will see the Orioles play the Oakland Athlet-
ics in a 1:35 p.m. game. The bus will leave St. John’s at 8:30
a.m., arriving in time to get lunch at the Inner Harbor before

the game. Return to Nazareth is immediately after the game.
Tickets are $52.00 each. Call the Church Office at 610-759-

BLL. GMEI 3090 to sign up.

\

Happy Caster!

From the Staff at St. John’s:

I-I e :
Pastor Schaeffer Jaime Jennie Eric e
Pastor Butz Patrice Daphne Nate E AS I E R

HELP FLOAT CAMP NOAH AGAIN THIS YEAR ~ The

Lutheran media may no longer be focused on the natural disasters of the
Disaster last 8 months, but we have not forgotten that our brothers and
R{:spunsf; sisters in lowa, Texas, Wisconsin and California are still strug-
gling. Floods, tornados, hurricanes, and wildfires change the

Bringing Help and Hope |ives of everyone involved and it takes a long time to recover.
As parents deal with the results of a disaster, children and their emotional needs can
become lost. Camp Noah offers children a chance to learn how to cope through play,
Bible stories, crafts, recreation and, equally important, the opportunity to develop rela-
tionships with caring adults. Our synod is organizing at least three teams to serve this
summer. To volunteer (adults and youth ages 14-18) to help lead a camp in lowa July
I 1-18, or to donate funding or child-sized quilts contact: Ruth Doty at 610-770-9205,
or mail donations with “Camp Noah” in the memo to Lutheran Congregational Ser-
vices, 1923 Hanover Avenue, Allentown, PA [8109.
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What Do Mission Support Dollars Do in
the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod in 2009?

Our vision of people rooted, connected, sent, and transformed calls us
to respond to the issues that confront us. In faithful response to God’s
action in our lives, we name these priorities in our life together.
* We will deepen our relationship with God.
* We will renew our passion for sharing the good news.
* We will strengthen the connections among people and communities.
* We will develop leaders for a new church in a new world.

Thanks to you, we are deepening our relationship with God. $180,256
Worship and Spirituality Ministry Team: Lutheran Youth Fellowship, 2
SYMDANO and other synod youth events * Christian education and youth ministry
consultations ¢ Learning Ministries Day ¢ Blessed to be a Blessing resources and work-
shops * Resource Center * Synod staff resourcing * And much more...

Thanks to you, we are renewing our passion for sharing the $262,213
good news. Witness and Service Ministry Team: Witness and Service 2
grants * World Hunger Appeal Team ¢ Parish Nurse Team ¢ Latino strategy * Campus
Ministry * Pocono Area Leisure Ministry * Four Companion Synods * Help with minis-
try adjustment * Congregational renewal and transformation * Synod staff resourcing *
And much more...

Thanks to you, we are strengthening the connections $310,804
among people and communities. Connection Building Ministry )
Team: Our synod website, www.godslove.org * The LIFT event * Weekly E-News
Synod Assembly » Conflict Resource Team * Ecumenical and Institutional relation-
ships * Partners in the Spirit * Interpreting the work of the wider church ¢ Synod staff
resourcing * And much more...

Thanks to you, we are developing leaders for a new church $3 24,726
in a new world. Leadership Development Ministry Team: President/

Vice President workshops * Pastoral care and support of rostered leaders ¢ Bishop’s
Conference * Support of those preparing for ordination and other rostered ministries ®
Colleagues in Call » First Call Theological Education * Helping congregations during
pastoral transition * Congregational treasurers’ and secretaries’ workshops * Synodi-
cally Authorized Lay Ministers * Synod staff resourcing * And much more...
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We are working on all four goals with the financial support $294,000
of our ministry partners. Bear Creek Camp * Diakon Lutheran 2

Social Ministries * The Good Shepherd Home ¢ Lutheran Congregational Services, Inc.
* PA Conference of Churches ¢ Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in PA » Muhlenberg Col-
lege * The Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia * Region 7 of the E LCA « (An additional
$45,000.00 from the Synod Social Ministry Endowment Fund goes to the three social
ministry agencies.)

And for support of the churchwide ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, 51 cents of every dollar of mission support goes to the

ELCA for a total of:
$1,428,000

Our Mission Dollars at Work
: ’__/— 6 cents

? cents

— 11 cents

12 cents
11 cents
Deepening Relationship with God

Sharing Good News

Strengthening Connections

Developing Leaders

Suppont of Ministry Partners

Churchwide Partnership

Leam about your dollars at work funding ELCA ministries
here and around the world,

See Storier of Faith in Action
www . elca.org/our-faith-in-action/stories- of- fai th-in-acti on. aspx
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TITI'.'HH‘* ERAN GLIMPSES

l§i NOGICAL APRIL 2009
“MINARY Islamic Studies ... Now at LTSP
APHIADEEHIA

The Rev. Dr. David D. Grafton brings a new voice to The Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Philadelphia, as Associate Professor of Islamic Studies and Christian-Muslim Re-
lations, and the Director of Graduate Studies. Before arriving at LTSP in 2007, Prof.
Grafton served as the Coordinator of Graduate Studies at the Evangelical
(Presbyterian) Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt, Director of the Center for Middle
East Christianity at ETSC, and adjunct lecturer in Islamic studies at the Dar Comboni
Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies, Cairo. Dr. Grafton’s PhD in Islamic Studies is
from the Center for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, University of
Birmingham, England. He has presented lectures and seminars on Islam, Middle East
Religion and Society, and Christian-Muslim Relations in Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Sudan,
England, and the US. The Christians of Lebanon: Political Rights in Islamic Law (1.B. Tauris,
2004) and Piety, Politics and Power: Lutherans Encountering Islam in the Middle East (Wipf
and Stock, forthcoming) are just a sampling of the many articles he has written to fos-
ter Christian-Muslin relations.

See an interview with Prof. Grafton at Itsp.edu/meet-Itsp-faculty-videos.

Receive periodic email updates about LTSP people and events through our eNewsletter @PS.
Sign up at www.Ltsp.edu/enews.
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o i / % A Message from the Director of
ki

eanl Youth and Family Ministries

A bove all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a mul-
titude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like
good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with what-
ever gift each of you has received. - 1 Peter 4:8-10

This passage really brings out the topic of serving and loving one another.
From this we can understand that we are to serve one another out of love
for each other, not because we have tfo. We are to use our God-given gifts
to serve our neighbors the best that we can.

The month of April brings about many service projects for our Luther
League. At first glance it may seem like a lot of work to attend all of these
service projects. However, I would like you to view it as an opportunity.
You are being given the opportunity to help your neighbors... your friends,
your family, your fellow church parishioners, your community, etc. These
types of activities can be very rewarding, and T would ask you to take full
advantage of this month's service opportunities.

With Lent still underway, and the approaching Palm Sunday, Good Friday,
and Easter services, this is a time to really take the focus off of ourselves,
and turn it to what is really important - showing Christ's love o one an-
other. His love was true love, selfless love. So, this month, make sure you
sigh up for some service opportunities, and get yourself involved in serving
others!

Blessings,
Jaime L. Taylor
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
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TOUTH NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Palm Cross Making! On Friday, April 3™, at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will
be meeting to make Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday! This event is fun for everyonel!
We need to make somewhere between 500-600 Palms, so please plan on attending!
The more help, the better! Whether you've made the Palms every year or never
before, we need your help! Please sign-up on the Youth bulletin board!

Palm Cross Delivery: Palm Sunday is April 5™ After the late church service, we
will be delivering the Palms fo our shut-ins. We need all the youth available to par-
ticipate in this event! Parents: If you are able to be a driver, please contact
Jaime Taylor.

Youth Gathering Meeting (Youth Only): Wednesday, April 8" during SHYG
(6:15pm), we will be having a Youth Gathering Meeting. Only youth attending the
Gathering this summer are required to attend. See you there!

Moravian Hall Square Game Night! The residents at Moravian Hall Square play
games like foosball, bean toss, etfc. to help with their therapy and to stay active.
Our youth will be visiting them during this time, and playing these games with
them. This is a great time to interact with the residents of Moravian Hall Square
and have a great time doing sol This will be on April 22" at 7:00pm. Anyone who
attends SHYG should especially plan on attending this event!

Shut-In Luncheon: All available youth should plan on helping out with this event.
We will be in charge of serving lunch to our shut-in parishioners who are attending
the luncheon. This will take place on April 26™ at 12:00pm.

KEEP CHECKING THE YOUTH BOARD FOR UPCOMING EVENTS LIKE:
BOWLING, ROLLER SKATING, PAINTING THE YOUTH ROOM, LASER TAG!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: June 19™ - Lock-Out at the Price's!
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@ All High School Students: Don‘r@
% forget every Wednesday night /7%
2 at 6:15 pam. UPSTAIRS in fhe%
Ss NEW Youth Room we will have Sis
& SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP.
7 This is a fun time to come and /1
a.{ hang out and have meanmgful%
S5 discussions together. See you’géz%
@ on Wednesday! :l
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MEWS

PAST EVENTS

Youth Service: This year's youth ser-
vice, with the addition of Mr. Roosevelt
Credit, was a complete success. All
youth who participated gave it there all
and showed our congregation what they
can do!

Bring a Friend Sunday: Thank you to
everyone who brought a friend fo Sun-
day Church School on March 1°"

Luther League/Family & Youth Meeting

National Youth Gathering Fundraiser:
Do you shop at Giant or Redner's?
Would you like to help the youth raise
money for their trip to the National
Youth Gathering in New Orleans? Then
come see the youth in the Shepherd's
room every Sunday from 9:00 - 10:45
a.m. where they will be selling Giant and
Redner's Shopping Cards! You can pur-
chase the cards for their face value in
denominations of $25, $50, and $100.
Use them to pay for your weekly shop-
ping or gas at Giant, just like cash! The

- On March 8™, 23 youth and 7 adults
met to have our monthly meeting. We
discussed past and future events, and
voted on colors to paint the youth room!

Intergenerational Musical/Spaghetti
Dinner: On March 14™, 20 youth and 11
adults helped with our Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser. A big Thank You to every-
one who helped out, as well as to every-
one who attended! We appreciate your
support!

Youth earn 5% of the value of the cards.

We accept cash and checks made pay-
able to St. John's Lutheran Church.
Thank You for your continued support!
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EASITR

CARD

Many symbols remind us of Jesus’
death and resurrection. This Easter,
put some of those symbols on
special cards. Then give the cards
to other people to share the
good news that Jesus is alive.

What you need: Wiy,

o Craftfoam ’,

. ~N b
¢ Pencil = -
e Scissors > ~

* Hot glue gun

* Empty food can
without label
* Paint and paintbrush

* Paper plate
* Paper (812"x 11")
¢ Markers or crayons

What you do:

1. Choose some simple Easter
shapes to draw on the craft
foam (cross, empty tomb,
heart, etc.).

2. Cut out each shape.

3. With an adult’s help, glue
the shapes onto the can.

4. Pour a thin layer of paint
onto a paper plate.

5. Roll the can in the paint
and then roll the can
onto the paper.

6. Try this several times using
different colors.

7. When your paper is dry, fold
itinto a card.

8. Write “Happy Easter!” or
a Bible verse on the front
of the card. Then give it
to someone.

OUR LIVING HOPE

Easter is a time to rejoice because of what God did for us in sending his Son. Jesus is our living
hope. Read 1 Peter 1:3-4 (NIV) below. Then find the bold words in the crossword search.

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
us new hirth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you ..."
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Answer on Page 30.
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HOW DO | BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH?
Become If you or a friend of yours have been worshipping at St.
Part of John'’s and decide to make it your church home, classes
Ehiivoh for New Members are scheduled once a month, usually
Family on the first Sunday of the month in the Church parlor.

The class is about one hour long and presents an overview of the Lutheran faith
as well as a brief history. After deciding to join, a time is scheduled during one
of the worship services to welcome the new member. Questions? Please feel
free to contact the church office at 610-759-3090.

HOW DO | SCHEDULE A BAPTISM?
Baptism classes are held once a month in the Church for
those wishing to be baptized or for bringing children to the
= . font. Typically the class is scheduled the second Sunday of the
HOIY === . : ;
S month. During the class, the meaning and importance of
E'JaDtlsm Baptism are presented and if there are any questions concern-
ing the ceremony or sponsorship, they can be addressed at that time.

You can call the church office to make arrangements for the date and time of
the baptism, which can be scheduled during or after the Saturday or Sunday
worship services. Questions! Please feel free to contact the church office at
610-759-3090.

‘Ne\h"ﬂ,etter THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
DL'ne MAY ISSUE OF “THE MESSENGER” IS:
-DEA_ 1 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH.
You may leave printed material in the Office mailbox. Or you may email your article
as a Word attachment to jdishong@rcn.com or stjohnschurch@rcn.com. You may,

request confirmation of receipt by email, or call to confirm your email was received.
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation.

Some content for this newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2008 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved.

35



Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
200 South Broad Street
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-2801

Reverend David B. Schaeffer, Pastor
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