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In Our 
Community 

It’s time to make a difference in the life of a girl!  Girls on 
the Run of Lehigh County, presented by Diakon Family Life Ser-
vices, combines an innovative life skills curriculum with training 
for a 5K run.  No running experience is necessary to help lead 
this dynamic 10-week after-school program for girls, grades 3-5. 
Just bring your passion to help girls be their best.  The program is 
offered twice weekly at multiple school and community locations 
throughout Lehigh County, including for the first time, a church in the Northern Lehigh 
area.  Coaches may choose to volunteer either once or twice each week, for about 90 
minutes each day, as suits their needs and schedule.  For more information on this 
great opportunity to make a huge difference for a group of pre-teen girls as they ap-
proach the difficult years of adolescence, call Samantha Schneck at 1.888.4992699, or 
visit www.diakon.org/gotr (click on Lehigh County). 

DREAM KIDS CD ~ Dream Kids has created their 2nd CD featuring 
many Christmas and patriotic favorites, including The First Noel sung by 
Jilian and Jaime Keller with piano accompaniment by Rev. Janice Butz.   

The CD also features Zack and Mikaela Esposito plus all the Dream Kids.  Donations 
accepted ($12 suggested).  Order through e-mail to dreamkids96@rcn.com or phone 
610-751-7944, Janice, Jaime or any member!  This CD was made possible by all the tre-
mendous support we receive from the church and community.  Thank you again and 
God Bless as you continue to support youth doing good things!!! 

http://www.diakon.org/gotr�
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If you would like to sponsor Altar Flowers in memory or in honor of a 
loved one, please contact Karlene Kipp at 610-597-7315. 

 
With the larger bulletin format came an additional opportunity for spon-
soring the weekly bulletins in honor or in memory of a loved one.  The 
weekly bulletin sponsorship costs $50, but can easily be split with two 
dedications for $25 each.  Please call Karen Reimer at 610-759-5123. 

A friendly reminder to all members of Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church:   
According to our Constitution and Bylaws, to retain active membership, you “shall 
have communed and made a contribution of record during the current or preceding 
year.”  Please remember to fill out a Holy Communion Record card (found in the pew 
rack) and use your offering envelopes (or put your envelope number on your check) 
in order that the church records may be kept up to date. 
 

If we do not receive a communion card or contribution of record for you for two 
years, you will be placed on the Inactive Roster, which means you will no longer re-
ceive the newsletter through the mail.  If you have any questions, or if there is a hard-
ship of any kind, please speak to Pastor Schaeffer or any member of Church Council. 

SUMMER BROCHURES are now available for Bear Creek Camp 
at www.bearcreekcamp.org.  This year we are continuing the First 
Time Camper Scholarship.  New this year is a scholarship program for 
families who send multiple siblings to camp.  Check out our website to 
see what additional savings you can receive.  If you have any questions, 
please contact us at 570-472-3741. 
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GLIMPSES  
JANUARY 2010 

 

2010 Women's Day at LTSP 
Saturday, February 6, 2010 

 

All women in your congregation, local congregations of all denominations and faiths, as 
well as friends and neighbors of your local community, are invited to our annual Rest, 
Refreshment and Renewal Women’s Day.  This year’s theme is “Creation and 
Creativity.”  Spend your day at The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia ex-
ploring the meaning of creation and creativity in your life as a child of God.  Use your 
day to join in our gatherings, take some holy time to find a quiet place to rest, pray us-
ing our campus labyrinth, or find a quiet corner to mediate, nap, or read.  Bring along 
your own project you are creating, or join our artist-in-residence in creating a painting 
reflecting our theme.  Make this day a gift to yourself and invite friends to come and 
take a spiritual day to be renewed in mind, body and spirit.  Go to the Web site for 
information on schedule, gatherings, registration and downloadable brochures.  There's 
a discount if you register online by December 31. Great holiday gift for friends and 
family!  For more information and to register: www.Ltsp.edu/restrefresh. 

 

Receive periodic email updates about LTSP people and events through our eNewsletter @PS. 
Sign up at www.Ltsp.edu/enews. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT for 15 years Lutheran Congregational Ser-
vices has trained lay people to bring the sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion to the homebound and institutionalized members of their congre-
gation?  Last year 92 individuals from across our synod received this 
training.  Their visits provided tangible comfort and a reminder of the 
connection of the Body of Christ because of your giving to Lutheran 
Congregational Services. 
 

Your giving to LCS helps make ministries like these happen.   
For more information about these ministries or the other ministries of LCS  

go to www.lutherancongregationalservices.org. 
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A Message from the Director of 
Youth and Family Ministries 

I have to be honest.  I stopped making 
New Year’s Resolutions because I can-
not seem to keep them.  From promising 
I won’t bite my nails to vowing to never 
leave dishes in the sink – I cannot keep 
them.  I always want to, but I can never 
seem to follow through.  So I stopped 
trying.   
 
However, I recently realized that when 
you make a New Year’s resolution, you 
are at least acknowledging the fact that 
you see yourself lacking (or slacking) in 
something, and you would like to try and 
change that.  It is usually a promise to 
make yourself better.  So even if we 
end up not following through, it is a 
time to try and make ourselves better 
for the New Year. 
 
Isn’t this like our relationship with God?  
Even though he loves us just the way we 
are, we are to try and be the best that 
we can to glorify Him.  So we often 
make promises and we usually end up 
falling short.  When we realize this, we 
go back to Him, ask for forgiveness, and 
try again (and again and again…).  He 
doesn’t give up on us, so we shouldn’t 
give up on ourselves.  It doesn’t have to 

be just for the New Year, but we should 
continue to try and make ourselves the 
best we can be to glorify Him. 
 
So, this year, I will continue to try.  I 
will be making a New Year’s resolution.  
Even if I fail at some point keeping it, I 
will try again.  I hope you all will do the 
same, and recognize that in doing so, 
you are trying to make yourself the 
very best you can be to honor the Crea-
tor of the Earth.  How awesome is 
that?! 
 
I wish you all a safe and blessed 2010! 
 
Blessings, 
Jaime L. Taylor 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
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YOUTH NEWS 
LOCK-IN! The Lock-In will be held this year from January 15-16 in 
the Fellowship Hall.  This is an overnight event filled with fun games, 
movies, food, fellowship, and more!  Sign in will begin at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday, January 15th, and the Lock-In will end by 9:00 a.m. on Satur-
day.  Cost is $5 plus a non-perishable food item.  All youth are able to 
bring one friend.  Please sign up on the Youth News Bulletin Board! 

 

CLEANING OUT/PAINTING THE YOUTH ROOM! We will be taking 
a weekend to get our Youth Room looking great!  We will be cleaning it 
out on January 29th and will be painting on January 30th and January 
31st.  We need all the help we can get, so please help us out!  There is 
a sign up on the Youth News Bulletin Board, but anyone is welcome to 
help! 

 

SKI TRIP: This year’s Ski Trip will be held from February 5-7.  We 
will stay and eat at Tuscarora Inn & Conference Center and we will 
ski/board at Camelback Mountain.  Please sign up on the Youth News 
Bulletin Board!  Sign-ups will first be open to youth in grades 9-12.  

After 2 weeks, if space permits, we will then open sign ups to those in grades 7-8. 
 

ICE SKATING: We will be going Ice Skating at the Rink at Lehigh Valley 
on February 20th from 1:00-4:00 pm.  All youth in grades 7-12 are able 
to attend!  Please sign up on the Youth News Bulletin Board! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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LUTHER LEAGUE 
Sunday, Janaury 3rd at 12:00 PM 

 

If you are interested in being part of an EXCITING AND ENERGETIC group, come 
to the Family & Youth Ministries meeting!! Family & Youth Ministry looks at ways to 
encourage families and youth to be involved in the work of the church and beyond. 

SHYG!! 
All Youth entering or leaving grades 9 - 12:  Don’t forget every 
Wednesday night at 6:15 p.m. up in the Youth Room we  have 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP.  This is a fun time to come and 
hang out and have meaningful discussions together.  See you on 
Wednesday! 

YOUTH NEWS 
ROCK CLIMBING:  On November 29th, we had 14 youth and 7 adult leaders get 
together at North Summit Climbing Gym for an afternoon of Rock Climbing!  Eve-
ryone did a great job climbing some very hard trails, and a good time was had by 
all! 
 

SHUT IN GIFT DELIVERY: On December 6th, many youth set out to deliver 
handmade Christmas gifts to the shut ins!  Thank you all for your help!  We know 
that our shut in parishioners really appreciated the visit! 
 

LUTHER LEAGUE MEETING: On December 6th, we held our monthly Luther 
League Meeting at 5:00 pm in the Youth Room.  We had great Devotions, played a 
fun Getting Acquainted Game, and had a really great time planning the Lock In 
scheduled for January 15-16.  Thank you all for your input and ideas! 

PAST EVENTS 
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HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH? 
If you or a friend of yours have been worshipping at St. 
John’s and decide to make it your church home, classes 
for New Members are scheduled once a month, usually 
on the first Sunday of the month in the Church parlor. 

 
The class is about one hour long and presents an overview of the Lutheran faith 
as well as a brief history.  After deciding to join, a time is scheduled during one 
of the worship services to welcome the new member.  Questions?  Please feel 
free to contact the church office at 610-759-3090. 
 
 
HOW DO I SCHEDULE A BAPTISM? 

Baptism classes are held once a month in the Church for 
those wishing to be baptized or for bringing children to the 
font.  Typically the class is scheduled the second Sunday of the 
month.  During the class, the meaning and importance of 
Baptism are presented and if there are any questions concern- 

ing the ceremony or sponsorship, they can be addressed at that time. 
 
You can call the church office to make arrangements for the date and time of 
the baptism, which can be scheduled during or after the Saturday or Sunday 
worship services.  Questions?  Please feel free to contact the church office at 
610-759-3090. 

Some content for this newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2009 by Communication Resources.  All rights reserved. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE  
FEBRUARY ISSUE OF “THE MESSENGER” IS:  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10TH. 

 
You may leave printed material in the Office mailbox.  Or you may email your article 
as a Word attachment to jdishong@rcn.com or stjohnschurch@rcn.com.  You may 
request confirmation of receipt by email, or call to confirm your email was received.  
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 
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