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Bear Creek Camp & Conference Center 
Eastern PA Lutheran Camp Corporation 

 
Our mission is to provide opportunities for Adventure and Discov- 

ery in God's creation and Christian Community.  We invite all people to experience 
spiritual growth through recreation and reflection, and through encounter with God's 
Word and world.  We do this as partners in ministry and stewards of God's creation. 
 
BEAR CREEK CAMP ~ KEEPING THE EARTH  
Get disconnected from technology this summer by spending a week at Bear Creek 
Camp.  Why not spend it learning about Jesus by camping in the great outdoors, play-
ing games, doing arts and crafts, swimming, and enjoying the fellowship of others your 
age in the midst of God’s creation without texting, emailing, or using a cell phone!  
The cost this year is $431.00 for one week.  Christian Education and Endowment make 
significant contributions, however, at this time the actual amount has not been deter-
mined (last year this amounted to $225.00).  You also receive a $10.00 discount for 
each: Pastor’s signature, Bear Creek Ambassador, and registration paid in full by March 
1, 2010 ($30.00 total).  How can you beat that?!  All registration forms and checks 
(your portion made payable to Bear Creek Camp) should be in to the Church Office 
no later than Sunday, February 21st.  This time is needed to get all the signatures and 
paperwork in order to submit by March 1, 2010.  Applications are on the bulletin 
boards of the Youth Group, Jr./Sr. High classroom, and Church Office, or call Michele 
Seaton at 610-759-6538 for more information.  You can also check it out at 
www.bearcreekcamp.org 
 
♦1st Time Camper Price ~ This rate is for children who have not previously attended 

a Bear Creek Camp summer program. 
♦2nd Sibling Price ~ If you have more than one child attending our summer programs 

in 2010, your child with the lower price program is eligible for this rate. 
♦3rd Sibling Price ~ If you have more than two children attending our summer pro-

grams in 2010, your third child will be eligible for this rate. 
 
 
Mailing Address: PO Box 278, Bear Creek, PA 18602 
Physical Address: 3601 Bear Creek Blvd, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
Phone: 570-472-3741 ~ Fax: 570-472-3742 
campinfo@bearcreekcamp.org ~ www.bearcreekcamp.org 
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A Message from the Director of 
Youth and Family Ministries 

On January 15-16 we had our annual Lu-
ther League Lock-In.  Although all Lock-
Ins here at St. John’s are very success-
ful and everyone seems to have a great 
time, I feel that this year’s Lock-In was 
even more successful.   
 

This year, we have 3 youth in our con-
gregation who are officers of the Lu-
theran Youth Fellowship Assembly.  
Those youth took it upon themselves to 
invite other youth that they met at the 
LYF Assembly in November from other 
churches, to our Lock In this year.  Be-
cause the youth are from different 
churches in the Northeast Pennsylvania 
Synod, some of them live pretty far 
away from Nazareth.  However, we still 
had 4 LYF youth make the trip to Naz-
areth to attend our Lock-In this year.  
In addition, several of our own youth 
brought friends who either belong to 
other churches, or do not belong to a 
church at all.  I was apprehensive as to 
how the evening would go with all of 
these youth not previously knowing any-
thing about each other.   
 

We started the evening off with some 
Getting Acquainted Games to get every-
one more comfortable with one another, 

and I could tell instantly that this was 
going to be a very good evening.  The 
youth all embraced and accepted one 
another regardless of where they were 
from, how old they were, etc.  By the 
time we were halfway through the 
games I started noticing some youth 
branching out of their comfort zones 
and befriending those who had never 
been to our church before.  I was very 
proud to see that our guests were 
treated with the upmost respect and 
dignity by the rest of our youth here at 
St. John’s. 
 

It is safe to say that we had another 
successful Lock-In here at St. John’s.  
In addition, I would also say that we 
now have relationships made with sev-
eral youth from other churches as well 
as un-churched youth.  It was beautiful 
to see our youth extending their hands 
to others and welcoming them into our 
church family.  I hope we can all follow 
their wonderful example of showing 
others that we are all brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
Jaime L. Taylor 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
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YOUTH NEWS 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

SKI TRIP:  This year’s Ski Trip will be held from February 5-7.  We will stay and 
eat at Tuscarora Inn & Conference Center and we will ski/board at Camelback 
Mountain. 
 
ICE SKATING:  We will be going Ice Skating at the Rink at Lehigh Valley on Feb-
ruary 20th from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  All youth in grades 7-12 are able to attend!  
Please sign up on the Youth News Bulletin Board! 
 
ROLLER SKATING:  On March 7th, we will be going Roller Skating at Skate-a-way 
in Bethlehem from 1:30-3:30 p.m.  We will meet at Skate-a-way and enjoy an af-
ternoon of Roller Skating.  More information will be posted on the Youth News bul-
letin board and in the bulletin!  Please sign up on the Youth News bulletin board. 
 
CONFIRMATION RETREAT:  This year’s Confirmation Retreat will be held from 
March 20-21.  The students will receive more information soon. 
 
PALM CROSS MAKING: On Friday, March 26th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall, we will be meeting to make Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday!  This event is fun 
for everyone!  We need to make more than 600 Palms, so please plan on attending!  
The more help, the better!  Whether you’ve made the Palms every year or never 
before, we need your help!  Bring a pair of scissors if you can! 
 
PALM CROSS DELIVERY: Palm Sunday is March 28!  After the late church ser-
vice, we will be delivering the Palms to our shut-ins.  We need all available youth to 
participate in this event!  Please meet in the Fellowship Hall for pizza following the 
10:45 a.m. service and to get your delivery assignments.  Parents:  If you are able 
to be a driver, please contact Jaime Taylor.  Thank you! 
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SHYG!! 
All Youth entering or leaving grades 9 - 12:  Don’t forget every 
Wednesday night at 6:15 p.m. up in the Youth Room we  have 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP.  This is a fun time to come and 
hang out and have meaningful discussions together.  See you on 
Wednesday! 

YOUTH NEWS 

PAST EVENTS 
SHYG Christmas Party:  Thank you to everyone who came to Senior High Youth 
Group on December 16th for our Christmas Party.  It was great to get together 
and have fellowship before the busy time of the holidays! 
 
Lock In:  There were 34 youth in attendance and many adult helpers.  We played 
games, watched movies, had a Love Feast devotion, and much more! 
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HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH? 
If you or a friend of yours have been worshipping at St. 
John’s and decide to make it your church home, classes 
for New Members are scheduled once a month, usually 
on the first Sunday of the month in the Church parlor. 

 
The class is about one hour long and presents an overview of the Lutheran faith 
as well as a brief history.  After deciding to join, a time is scheduled during one 
of the worship services to welcome the new member.  Questions?  Please feel 
free to contact the church office at 610-759-3090. 
 
 
HOW DO I SCHEDULE A BAPTISM? 

Baptism classes are held once a month in the Church for 
those wishing to be baptized or for bringing children to the 
font.  Typically the class is scheduled the second Sunday of the 
month.  During the class, the meaning and importance of 
Baptism are presented and if there are any questions concern- 

ing the ceremony or sponsorship, they can be addressed at that time. 
 
You can call the church office to make arrangements for the date and time of 
the baptism, which can be scheduled during or after the Saturday or Sunday 
worship services.  Questions?  Please feel free to contact the church office at 
610-759-3090. 

Some content for this newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2009 by Communication Resources.  All rights reserved. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE  
MARCH ISSUE OF “THE MESSENGER” IS:  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH. 

 
You may leave printed material in the Office mailbox.  Or you may email your article 
as a Word attachment to jdishong@rcn.com or stjohnschurch@rcn.com.  You may 
request confirmation of receipt by email, or call to confirm your email was received.  
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 
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