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GLIMPSES  
DECEMBER 2009 

The St. Olaf Choir is coming to Philadelphia! 
 
 

The renowned St. Olaf Choir, under the direction of Conductor Anton Armstrong, 
will be appearing in Philadelphia at the Kimmel Center’s Verizon Hall on Monday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  This is the first time in eight years that the choir will be per-
forming in Philadelphia, and The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia is part-
nering with St. Olaf to make this concert a success.  The choir’s last appearance in 
2001 quickly sold out, so be sure to reserve your seats now. 
 

The St. Olaf Choir, with 75 mixed voices, is the pioneer a cappella choir in the United 
States.  For nearly a century, the choir has set a standard of choral excellence and re-
mained at the forefront of choral artistry.  Conducted by Prof. Armstrong since 1990, 
the St. Olaf Choir continues to develop the tradition that originated with its founder, 
F. Melius Christiansen.  The Washington Post wrote about the choir in performance: “It 
was a tour de force, carried out with poise and power that brought the audience to its 
feet.”  For more information: www.Ltsp.edu/stolafchoir.  To reserve tickets: 
www.Ltsp.edu/stolaftickets. 

 

Receive periodic email updates about LTSP people and events through our eNewsletter @PS. 
Sign up at www.Ltsp.edu/enews. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT “Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life” 
could be the most exciting journey you will ever take?  Contact Lu-
theran Congregational Services at 610-770-9205 and find out how 
you and fellow members of your congregation can start the journey 
with an eight-hour preparatory course. 
 

DID YOU ALSO KNOW THAT Lutheran Congregational Services of-
fers a small group support ministry entitled “Journeys Through 
Grief?”  Contact Pr. Kerr Smart (610-770-9205) to find out how you  

can bring this valuable ministry to your community at no cost to congregations or 
those who use the ministry. 
 

Your giving to LCS helps make ministries like these happen.   
For more information about these ministries or the other ministries of LCS  

go to www.lutherancongregationalservices.org. 
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A Message from the Director of 
Youth and Family Ministries 

On November 13-15, I accompanied Liz 
Andrews, Hannah Wallace, and Kelly Wal-
lace to the Lutheran Youth Fellowship 
(LYF) Assembly at Pinebrook Bible Con-
ference and Retreat Center.  This was my 
second year taking youth to this Assem-
bly, and once again I was so impressed 
with the youth of our Northeastern Penn-
sylvania Synod.  The Assembly also really 
helped to exemplify that we are so 
blessed with great youth leadership right 
here at St. John’s. 
 
At this year’s LYF Assembly, Liz Andrews 
was elected as our Northern Lehigh Val-
ley Mission District Representative.  This 
is a very important job, as she will be in 
charge of keeping the communication lines 
open and active between the many ELCA 
churches in our Mission District.  In addi-
tion, she will report back to our youth at 
St. John’s as to what is going on in the 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod pertain-
ing to youth.  Liz is also the President of 
our Luther League here at St. John’s, so 
she is no stranger to leadership positions.  
I know that she will do a wonderful job as 
our Mission District Representative and 
will take her responsibilities seriously. 
 
Our own Kelly Wallace was elected Presi-
dent of the LYF board.  This is a huge re-

sponsibility, but if anyone can handle it, it 
is Kelly.  She and Hannah Wallace serve 
currently on the board as Parliamentarian 
and Multicultural Representative, respec-
tively.  They definitely represented our 
church and the youth of our church at 
the LYF Assembly by constantly having a 
positive, fun attitude, while always know-
ing their purpose and privilege of being on 
the LYF Board.  I am certain that Kelly 
will be a huge asset to the LYF Board, and 
will do everything she can to make LYF 
the best it can be for her peers. 
 
Hannah Wallace still currently holds her 
Multicultural Representative position and 
hopes to be re-appointed once the new 
Board Members take their positions.  The 
new Board positions will go into effect in 
January, and I hope that you will keep 
these young people in your thoughts and 
prayers.  They are truly a wonderful ex-
ample and a positive representation of 
the youth we have at St. John’s! 
 
Blessings, 
Jaime L. Taylor 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
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YOUTH NEWS 
DECEMBER 6: Shut-In Gift Delivery!  All youth should meet in the 
Fellowship Hall following the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  We will eat 
lunch and then head out to deliver Christmas gifts to our shut-ins!   
Parents: We will need drivers, so if you are able to take a group please 

meet in the Fellowship Hall as well!  Thank you! 
 

DECEMBER 6: Luther League Meeting!  We will hold our December 
Luther League Meeting on December 6th at 5:00 p.m. in the Youth 
Room!  This meeting will be used especially to plan the Lock-In, so 
please come with your ideas and input!  See you there! 
 

DECEMBER 19: Sunday School Christmas Program Rehearsal will be held in the 
Nave from 9:00 am – 11:00 a.m.! 
 

DECEMBER 20: Sunday School Christmas Program will be held at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Nave! 
 

JANUARY 10: Luther League/Parent Meeting!  We will hold our 
January Luther League Meeting on January 10th in the Youth Room 
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. worship service (please note 
that this is a permanent time change!)  A parent meeting will follow at 
1:00 p.m.  The parent meeting is for parents of students in 7-12 
grade and/or adults who are interested in helping out with Luther 
League.  We hope to see you there! 
 

JANUARY 15-16: LOCK-IN!  This is an annual favorite Luther League 
event!  The Lock-In is an overnight event that includes many games, 
food, movies, fellowship and much more!  Bring a friend!  More informa-
tion will be coming in the next edition of The Messenger, but mark your 
calendars now! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Time Change! 
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SHYG!! 
All Youth entering or leaving grades 9 - 12:  Don’t forget every 
Wednesday night at 6:15 p.m. up in the Youth Room we  have 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP.  This is a fun time to come and 
hang out and have meaningful discussions together.  See you on 
Wednesday! 

YOUTH NEWS 

LUTHER LEAGUE/PARENT MEETING:  We had our monthly Luther League 
Meeting on November 1st.  There were many youth in attendance and they had 
great ideas for some possible future events!  Also, thank you to all of the parents 
who came to the parent meeting.  Your input and assistance is greatly appreciated! 
 

LYF ASSEMBLY: The LYF Assembly (Lutheran Youth Fellowship) took place from 
November 13-15.  This year Liz Andrews, Hannah Wallace, and Kelly Wallace at-
tended LYF at Pinebrook Bible Conference and Retreat Center.  They all had a 
wonderful time and thank you for your continued support. 

PAST EVENTS 

FEBRUARY 5-7: Ski Trip!  Feb. 5-7 are the dates for our annual ski  
trip.  We stay and eat at Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center and  
we ski/board at Camelback Mountain.  A sign-up is on the Youth News  
board soon, so make sure you sign up!  Sign-ups will first be open to youth in 
grades 9-12.  A few weeks later, if space permits, we will then open sign-ups to 
those in grades 7-8. 
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HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH? 
If you or a friend of yours have been worshipping at St. 
John’s and decide to make it your church home, classes 
for New Members are scheduled once a month, usually 
on the first Sunday of the month in the Church parlor. 

 
The class is about one hour long and presents an overview of the Lutheran faith 
as well as a brief history.  After deciding to join, a time is scheduled during one 
of the worship services to welcome the new member.  Questions?  Please feel 
free to contact the church office at 610-759-3090. 
 
 
HOW DO I SCHEDULE A BAPTISM? 

Baptism classes are held once a month in the Church for 
those wishing to be baptized or for bringing children to the 
font.  Typically the class is scheduled the second Sunday of the 
month.  During the class, the meaning and importance of 
Baptism are presented and if there are any questions concern- 

ing the ceremony or sponsorship, they can be addressed at that time. 
 
You can call the church office to make arrangements for the date and time of 
the baptism, which can be scheduled during or after the Saturday or Sunday 
worship services.  Questions?  Please feel free to contact the church office at 
610-759-3090. 

Some content for this newsletter: Copyright © 1996-2009 by Communication Resources.  All rights reserved. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE  
JANUARY ISSUE OF “THE MESSENGER” IS:  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10TH. 

 
You may leave printed material in the Office mailbox.  Or you may email your article 
as a Word attachment to jdishong@rcn.com or stjohnschurch@rcn.com.  You may 
request confirmation of receipt by email, or call to confirm your email was received.  
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 
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