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January 29, 2017 
 
Dear Parishioners of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nazareth, 
 
In February of 1977 while I was finishing my final semester at the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary 
you had me lead worship and preach a trial sermon in your pulpit.  A vote was taken after the second Sun-
day Worship Service.  The congregation extended me a call to come and be your Assistant Pastor. 
 
After being ordained here at St. John’s with several others on my parents 30th Wedding Anniversary, June 
15, 1977, I officially assumed my duties July 1st. 
 
I came to St. John’s when I was 27, I am now 67.  You recall the beautiful old story of how Jacob was forced 
to work 7 years in order to marry Rachel whom he was so in love with.  And the Bible says, those 7 years 
to Jacob “seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.”  (Genesis 29:20).  That de-
scribes perfectly how I feel about my 33 years of pastoral ministry here in Nazareth among the people that I 
so love. 
 
Because of the gifted staff you have allowed me to assemble and with outstanding lay leaders willing to step 
to the fore, much has been accomplished in this corner of the Lord’s vineyard. 
 
It is now time for the mantle of leadership to be laid on a new Senior Pastor who has the skills to lead this 
congregation into the third decade of the 21st Century, even as you have allowed me to lead these first 2 
decades as well as the entire last decade of the 20th Century. 
 
Therefore at this annual congregational meeting, I formally tell you I will retire as Senior Pastor of St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nazareth, on August 6, 2017. 
 
Lord willing, it is then Carol and I plan to move back to South Carolina from which we first came into your 
midst. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

 
 
 
 
 

The Reverend David B. Schaffer 
 
 
 
. 
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A Note from the 
Associate Pastor 

 
PASTOR STINNER’S LENTEN  REFLECTIONS 

 
     The time of our celebration of Easter is determined by the cycles of the earth, sun, and moon. In our part 
of the world, the season of Lent brings longer days, and winter turns to spring. As nature bursts forth with 
new life, we celebrate our spiritual rebirth as baptized children of God through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 
     At the same time, we are children of earth, created from the dust, yet filled with the breath of God. On 
Ash Wednesday we face our humanity and the limits of our earthborn existence. Ashes are smeared on our 
forehead as we hear the same words spoken first by God to Adam and Eve following their disobedience: Y ou 
are dust and to dust you shall return. It is hard for me not to make the connection with the words said at the 
graveside as we bury the dead: Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. 
     Ash Wednesday comes at a time when our cars, sidewalks, and windows are caked with the accumulated 
dirt and grime of winter, awaiting the cleansing rains of spring. As we turn to God for mercy, we ask God to 
wash away our sins and to create in us clean hearts. Like the earth tilting toward the sun, we return to the 
Lord, who is slow to anger and abounds in steadfast love. 
     The imposition of ashes really feels to me like an imposition, a stark warning that we will not live forever. 
It is a humbling reminder of our limits and mortality as human beings. But it is also an invitation to begin a 
spiritual journey that will lead us from death to the waters of rebirth and the new life of resurrection.  
     The purpose of Lent is to lead us to the destination of Easter, when we renew our baptismal vows and celebrate 
the mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Lent was originally a season to prepare candidates for baptism, to-
day it calls all of us to return to our baptism, and observe these weeks as a time to repent and change our ways and 
prepare for the celebration of the death and resurrection of Christ. 
     Many of the images of the Scriptures are intended to invite us to grow in our relationship with God. The 
rainbow promised to Noah is a sign of God’s ever-lasting covenant with humanity. Jesus is tempted in the 
wilderness, even as we struggle with temptation as we live out our faith. Jesus cleanses the temple and then 
speaks of the temple of his body that will be raised up after three days. The serpent lifted up by Moses is a 
sign of the Son lifted up on the cross for the life of the world. A grain of wheat that falls into the earth and 
bears fruit is the model of our call to enter more deeply into the mystery of our dying and rising with Christ. 
     In many ways, Lent is a spring housecleaning of the soul. As we prepare for Easter we are invited to clear 
the clutter and wash away the grit and grime. This season calls us to focus on things that matter most. The 
prayer and repentance of Lent help us to examine ourselves for a time, but the increasing light and warmth of 
the season send us back into the world to serve God and one another in the name of the risen Christ. 
     May we in this Lenten time look to God to give us the strength, wisdom, and guidance to be faithful to his 
call to us. 
 
 
      Pastor Stinner 
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Christ’s light shines in our darkness.  God’s love conquers hate.  Spirit-given faith is stronger than fear.  We come 
seeking you, Lord, please guide our paths. “And what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8).  May it be so.  Amen. 
 
Mar. 4 - 5  First Weekend of Lent / Holden Evening Prayer (Saturday) / Holy Communion at all services  
Mar. 11 - 12  Second Weekend of Lent  
Mar. 18 - 19 Third Weekend of Lent / Holy Communion at all services / Fellowship Social (Sunday) after  
                      both services 

Mar. 25 - 26  Fourth Weekend of Lent / Food Bank Weekend  
  

We need your help to deliver the Easter lilies this year.  It would mean so much to 
those who are unable to come to the church for Easter worship.  It would only take a 
short amount of your time that one morning, but the rewards are so great.  Please sign up 
below. 
 

NAME: _____________________________  PHONE: ___________________ 

Easter Lily Dedications 
If you would like to sponsor an Easter Lily in the nave for the Easter worship services, please complete the form below 
and place it in the offering plate or return to the Church Office.  $10.00 per plant.  Money must accompany the 
sponsor form and must be in the Church Office no later than Sunday, April 9, 2017.  No sponsor forms after this date, 
please.  Make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and please put “Easter Lily” in the memo line.  
PLEASE NOTE:  ALL Easter Lilies will be given to our shut-in members. 
 

I would like to sponsor an Easter Lily by giving $_________ to: (please indicate specific fund amounts below): 
 

Seasonal Decorations  ______      Hunger Appeal  ______      Memorial Fund  ______   
 

Media Ministry _______  
 

Please PRINT clearly.  ONE dedication per plant. 
 

In Loving Memory of: _______________________________________ 
 

By ____________________________________________________ 
 

   OR 
 

In Honor of: ______________________________________ 
 

By _____________________________________________ 
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Correspondence… 
 

The family of Joan Nagle would like to thank Pastor 
Schaeffer for the beautiful eulogy and words of comfort at 
our Mother’s funeral.  We would also like to thank the 
Grief Ministry Committee for the delicious dinner they pre-
pared and the Von Bora Society for the wonderful luncheon 
they provided after the funeral. 
    Sincerely, 

        Deb Parenti & Family 
        Richard Nagle & Family 

PASTORAL ACTS 

We gladly received the following new members into the 
family and fellowship of St. John’s congregation in the 
months of January & February 2017: 

SHERIA WELLS 
January 29th 

 

MELVIN & AMY LANGFORD 
February 12th 

 

BLAKE & JOCELY SUTTIE 
February 12th 

DOLORES GARR 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Chancel Choir; Donald & 
Ruth Himler; William & Karen Landis; Frederick & Bev-
erly Hank; Corinne & Warren Eberts, Jr.; Judith Hoch; 
Jeanette Lambert; Louise Diaz & Michele Geiger; Nancy 
Koehler; Doris Pizzuto; Josephine Paukovitz; Earl & Patri-
cia Remaley; Elsie Frey; Patricia & Stanley Keleman; 
Nazareth Area School District 
 
JOAN NAGLE 
Joan Johnson 
 
 

Received in the months of 
January & February 2017 

We rejoice that those listed below have been liberat-
ed from sin and death by being joined in the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ through the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism in the months of January 
& February 2017: 

PENELOPE JEAN-MARIE WELLS 
Daughter of Paris & Sheria (Shaleen) Wells 

Born: April 12, 2014 
Baptized: January 29, 2017 

 

SKYLAR RHYS WELLS 
Son of Paris & Sheria (Shaleen) Wells 

Born: April 22, 2013 
Baptized: January 29, 2017 

 

OLIVER FELIX SUTTIE 
Son of Blake & Jocelyn (Reichel) Suttie 

Born: October 10, 2016 
Baptized: February 12, 2017 

 

Two new families joined St. John’s on Sunday, 
February 12.   
 

Blake and Jocelyn Suttie and their two children 
Duncan and Oliver are now living in Nazareth 
having moved here from Colorado.  Blake works 
for Meryl Lynch and Jocelyn is a Psychologist.  Ol-
iver was baptized during the same service. 
 

Mel and Amy Langford and their children Molly 
and Alexa live in the Moorestown area having 
moved here from Zionsville, Indiana.  They trans-
ferred from Christ Lutheran Church in Zionsville.  
Mel is a Plant Manger for Martin Sprocket and 
Gear Co.  Amy works from home and runs a non
-profit part-time National Tech Foundation.  Mol-
ly is in 6th grade and Alexa is in 5th grade. 
 

Please welcome these two young families. 
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Grace Notes 
A widely quoted proverb, often credited to St. Augustine, states that “The one who sings, prays twice.”  In 
the Christian life, devotion and music—praying and singing—are inseparable twins.  The apostle Paul urged 
the early Christian communities both to “pray without ceasing” and to “sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs to God.”    
 
Centuries ago, many immigrants coming to the New World brought only two books—the Bible and the hym-
nal, and with them they read, sang, and worshipped daily.  In modern times, the hymnal has pretty much fallen 
out of use in the home and is regarded merely as part of the church furnishings.  And even in some churches, 
hymnals are no longer in the pews, but are being replaced by the projection of words on the screen for con-
gregational song.  Nevertheless, the collective hymnody of the Church is a phenomenal resource, not only for 
public worship, but also for personal meditation. 
 
Indeed, our hymnal is a treasury of devotions.  Hymns proclaim the Gospel, point to the cross, teach doc-
trine, impart Biblical truth, express faith, and motivate us to Christian service.   It is through the music and in 
the singing that life is breathed into the words; our emotions are then touched and our hearts are moved.  
Hymns embody word and song, theology and art, truth and beauty, and they can nurture and reach us in pro-
found ways.  Simply put, hymns are concise poetic meditations that can be sung, spoken, and prayed. 
 
The season of Lent is upon us.  Each Wednesday evening we gather to sing, hear God’s word, and pray.  Fa-
miliar hymns stir our souls and invigorate our spirits; the communal reading of a Psalm takes us back to the 
early roots of religious discipline and worship; and the darkness of the nave during our prayer time evokes a 
sense of peacefulness and calm.   Just before the lights are lowered, we prepare for prayer with the singing of 
a hymn—“Lord, teach us how to pray aright.”  Written by the 19th century poet James Montgomery, the 
words call us to “draw near” in prayer and tell us that “we perish if we cease from prayer.”  This simple 
hymn pulls us into a time of quiet contemplation and individual reflection, and it is a wonderful example of the 
inseparable relationship between hymnody and prayer.   
 
During this Lenten season, as you sit in the nave before the start of worship, whether it’s on a Wednesday 
evening or on the weekend, I invite you to open our Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal, peruse its vast col-
lection of hymnody, and read the beautiful and deeply meaningful poetry that can be found on its pages.  You 
might want to look at the words to the hymns that will be sung in worship, and when the singing begins, the 
poetry will elevate to a higher dimension of depth and understanding.  Through this simple practice, you will 
find a new way for personal meditation and for sensing God’s presence.  Make it your Lenten discipline during 
this penitential time of the Christian year.  I think that you will find it to be an enlightening as well as a re-
warding experience.  Blessings on your Lenten journey! 
 

Grace and peace, 
      Janice Butz, Minister of Music 



 

6 

A Message from the 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

 At the end of this month, the Confirmation students will head to their annual Retreat for a 
weekend of instruction, fellowship, and spiritual formation.  This year’s Retreat will be held 
from March 31st – April 2nd at Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center.   
 
The Confirmation Retreat is always a favorite weekend for the students.  It is a time where 
they get to leave the church and experience instruction and fellowship in a new setting.  
The students will learn together, but will also have time for recreation and free time.    
 
We have several adult leaders who will be attending and helping to plan and lead the Re-
treat again this year, and they are fantastic:  Tim McNair, Pete Zimmer, and Elizabeth Brodt-
Zimmer.   
 
We also have several high school students who are planning to come along to help out.  
They loved the Retreat when they were able to attend it as a Confirmation student, and 
now they want to come back to help out!  It should be a wonderful time all the way 
around! 
 
Blessings, 
Jaime L. Taylor 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
 

 
 

 
Mid-week Lenten Services:  Every Wednesday from Ash Wednesday, March 1st to 
April 12th at 7:30 pm in the church nave. 
 

Confirmation Retreat:  March 31st – April 2nd at Tuscarora Inn and Conference Cen-
ter. 
 

 

Sunday School Donkey Walk:  Meet in the Fellowship Hall by 9:15 am on Sunday, 
April 9th to walk to the Nazareth Circle following the Donkey. 
 

 

Palm Cross Delivery:  Luther League and families will be delivering palm crosses to our 
shut in parishioners on Sunday, April 9th immediately following the 10:45 am service.  
Lunch will be provided. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
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Lent commemorates Jesus’ fast and temptation in the wilderness, which, according 
to the Gospel, lasted 40 days.  Just  as  Jesus  confronted  his temptations during 
these 40 days, Lent helps Christians focus on our most basic need as sinners: for-
giveness.  The only way our Lord’s forgiving power can become effective in our 
lives is by our taking the initiative to confront our sins, confess them and repent of 

them.  In short, Lent is a season of penitence, and a time for spiritual renewal and growth in dedication and 
service.  A simple service of prayer, song, scripture and a message will take place in our nave on each 
Wednesday of Lent.  We hope that you will make worship every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. a part of 
your Lenten discipline. 

Daylight Savings 
Please don’t forget to mark your calendars!  Day-
light Saving Time begins on March 11, 2017.  Turn 
your clocks AHEAD one hour on Saturday even-
ing so you won’t miss worship on Sunday morning. 

PRAYER CHAIN ~ We pray 
that you will think of us when 
you have need for prayer.  
This includes you, your family 
members, or friends.  Please  

call  Betty  Laubach  at 610-759-0225 or 
the Church Office at 610-759-3090.  If you 
would like to join the Prayer Chain and be 
a part of this powerful ministry, please let 
Betty or the Church Office know. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
From ancient times, ashes have been 
used as a symbol of mourning, peni-
tence, grief and humiliation.  Chris-
tians have a tradition of using ashes 
made from the palm branches used 
on the previous  Palm  Sunday   to  
make  the sign of the cross on a be-
liever's forehead as part of the Ash 

Wednesday ceremony.  The ashes symbolize the 
Christian's intent to repent of sins, to accept puri-
fication from the Lord, and to make a public wit-
ness of one's faith in Christ as Lord and Savior.   
On Ash Wednesday, Join us on Wednesday, 
March 1st at 7:30 p.m. in the nave for a service 
of Holy Communion and the imposition of ash-
es. 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
Singers and instrumentalists will lead us in the beau-
tiful setting of Holden Evening Prayer by present-day 
church musician Marty Haugen on Saturday, March 
4th at our 5:30 p.m. worship service.  A contempo-
rary sung liturgy, scripture, prayer, and Holy Com-
munion will all be part of our worship that evening.  
Join your St. John’s congre-
gation for a service of quiet 
contemplation and spiritual 
renewal as we begin the 
Lenten Season. 

Palm Crosses ~ We Need Help! 
Anyone who would like to help 
make crosses for Palm Sunday, 
please come to the Fellowship 
Hall on Friday, April 7th at 
6:00 p.m.  Kindly bring a pair 
of scissors to use. 

SINGING OPPORTUNITIES FOR LENT 
Both the Women’s Ensemble and Men’s Chorale are being revived for the Lenten Sea-
son!  These singing opportunities are open to all men and women of St. John’s who en-
joy singing, whether you are a regular choir member or just want to make short-term 
commitment.  The WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE will sing for the Lenten service on March 15 

and will rehearse on Sunday mornings, March 5 and 12, as well as Thursday evening, March 9, at 6:30 
p.m.  The MEN’S CHORALE will sing for our Wednesday Lenten service on March 29 and will rehearse 
at 9:15 on Sundays, March 19 and 26, as well as Thursday evening, March 23, at 6:30 p.m.   Multiple re-
hearsals are scheduled with the hope that singers will be able to make at least one of the rehearsals. 
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The deadline for all 
submissions for the  
April 2017 issue of 
THE MESSENGER  is:  

Friday, March 10th.  You may leave printed ma-
terial in the Church Office mailbox or you may 
email your article or announcement as a Word at-
tachment to stjohnschurch@rcn.com.  Thank you 
in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 

FOOD BANK WEEKEND: 
March 25th & 26th 

The Nazareth Area Food Bank 
needs to replenish its supply of 
canned vegetables, pork 
& beans, mac & cheese, 
hamburger helper, pea-
nut butter and jelly, but 

we also welcome any other items you would like 
to donate.  The Food Bank also uses the large-
sized brown paper bags so if you need to 
make room in your pantry, drop them off as 
well.  THANK YOU!!  The Nazareth Area Food  
Bank  truly appreciates the  continued generosi-
ty and faithful support of  the many members of 
St. John’s. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
Thanks to all who donated to our 
Souper Bowl collection.  The grand to-
tal from the three services was 
$840.35!  These monies will be divided 
between the Nazareth Area Food Bank 

and Safe Harbor in Easton.  Thanks also go to the 
young people who held the soup pots.  The Atlanta 
Falcons pot provided $488.05.  The New England 
Patriots pot provided $352.30. 

WELCA SPRING BREAKFAST  
Saturday, March 11th  

Fellowship Hall 
Registration 8:30 a.m. 

 
 Our speakers will be from the Dieruff 
High School Sew What Club and Lehigh 
Valley Hospital.  These groups have part-
nered to help the Valley’s homeless by using 
and recycling material used to wrap surgi-
cal equipment.  The students make pon-
chos, backpacks and pallet covers. 
 Open to all the ladies of the congre-
gation and friends.  If you like to sew, this is 
the program for you! 
 Please RSVP by completing the form 
below and returning in the offering plate or 
place in the WELCA mailbox by Sunday, 
March 5th. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

WELCA SPRING BREAKFAST  
Saturday, March 11th  

 
Name: _________________________________ 
 

# People _________ 
 

Please RSVP by 
Sunday, March 5th 

WELCA will be collecting supplies for the back-
packs to be given to the homeless who are living 
along the Lehigh River from Easton to Allentown. 
 
Needed items: 
 Pop-top Canned Food 
 Batteries 
 Cat/Dog Food - pop top or packets 
 Socks 
 Hats, Gloves 
 Paper Towels 
 Bottled Water 
 Toilet Paper 
 Sanitary Wipes 
 Tissues - small packets 
 
Slightly worn - Men’s and Women’s: 
 Jeans 
 Sweat Shirts 
 Sweat Pants 
 Shoes, Boots 
 
A marked box will be in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Thank you. 
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Let’s Get Those Cards Out and Wish a Blessed  
and Happy Birthday to Our Shut-In Friends  

Celebrating This Month! 

MOLLY SMITH 
March 11th 

Gracedale SW-2 Rm. 5 
2 Gracedale Ave. 

Nazareth, PA  18064 

JoAnne FLOWERS 
March 3rd 

Gracedale Tower 9 C1 
2 Gracedale Ave. 

Nazareth, PA 18064 

Groups Serving Christ Through St. John’s Church 
 
Fellowship this month will be on Sunday March 19th, following the church 
services.  This month’s hosts are the members of Von Bora Society. 
 
Von Bora Society 
The Von Bora Society has a long history of service at St. John’s.  Their dedi-
cated members take great care as they prepare and serve food for many of our 
special events.  We can count on them to be there for our Anniversary lunch-
eon, Stewardship dinner, funeral luncheons and receptions.  Stop by and let 
them know what a great job they have done in support of our church mission.    
 

Come join us for Fellowship! Take a few minutes to chat with the representatives of this 
group during the Fellowship Hours to find out more about their activities and plans.  You may 

find that you may want to become a part of their efforts.  

                           

March 19     ~ Von Bora (Spring Fellowship) 

April 9           ~ Evangelism (Palm Sunday Donkey Walk) during Sunday School 

                         hour 

April 29 & 30 ~ Stewardship (Volunteer Recognition) 

May 21          ~ Day Care / Property (Music  Sunday) 

2016 Fellowship Social Calendar  
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SEXTONS CORNER 
 

HELLO TO ALL!   By the time you read this, Winter will be half over and 
Spring will be around the corner.   
 

There are projects we are still planning to start this winter that will carry over into spring.  
Several of these projects are from the Capital Campaign and others are new for this year. 
Do you have experience with electrical, plastering, painting, plumbing, woodworking, con-
crete or welding?  If so, please see Tony.  We need your help to achieve our goals. 
 

At the moment we are waiting on some funding from the Finance Committee to upgrade our telephone 
system.  This is part of our Capital Campaign. 
 

We are gathering information in order to upgrade the sound system in the Fellowship Hall (details will fol-
low). 
 

The remainder of the repair work on the nave organ is now scheduled for this spring 2017. 
Upgrading of the other electrical panels is targeted for March 2017 (capital campaign).  
 

In order to begin work on re-pointing the church bricks and chimney, we need a window of 5 days with 
temperatures in the 50 degree range, therefore, this project will begin in the spring.  This is part of our 
Capital Campaign.   
 

We will be moving ahead with the restoration of arch type stained glass windows (south wall alley/
shepherd room) for the spring of 2017.  A deposit was mailed in order to put us on their schedule.  This is 
also part of our Capital Campaign. 
 

We’ve got some indoor and outdoor cleaning activities coming up and we’d like to enlist the help of our 
youth.  If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Tony.   
 

Even though the church lost electrical power on February 9th during the snow storm, the emergency gen-
erator operated as expected and all the necessary emergency lighting worked.  This was good news! 
 

The Sextons 
sextons@rcn.com 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 Bulletin Sponsors Needed 

 
St. John’s prints 450 worship bulletins 
for   each   weekend   (three  worship  

services), plus additional copies for spe-
cial  worship  services  and  events.   
Bulletin sponsors are needed to help 
offset the cost of printing the bulletins.  
Please consider sponsoring the week-

ly bulletins in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one.  The weekly bulletin sponsorship costs $50, but 
can be split with two dedications for $25 each.  
Please sign up in the Bulletin notebook at the 
back of the Nave or call the Church Office at 
610-759-3090. 

SAVE THE DATE  
HELPING HANDS MISSION TRIP 
Sunday, July 23 to Saturday, July 29 

 
We will be going back to New 
Jersey.  If you would like to join 
us even for a day or two it 
would certainly be appreciated.  

Contact Gail Price at 610-704-8736 or Keith 
Shook at 610-533-6446.  More details to follow. 
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HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF  
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH? 

If you or a friend of yours have 
been worshipping at St. 
John’s and decide to make it 
your church home, classes for 
New Members  are  scheduled  

once a month, usually on the first Sunday of the 
month in the Church Parlor. 
 

The class is about one hour long and presents an 
overview of the Lutheran faith as well as a brief 
history.  After deciding to join, a time is 
scheduled during one of the worship services to 
welcome the new member.  Questions?  Please 
feel free to contact the Church Office at 610-759-
3090. 

HOW DO I SCHEDULE A BAPTISM? 
Baptism classes are held once a month in the 
Church Parlor for those wishing to be baptized 
or for bringing children to the font.  Typically the 
class is scheduled the second Sunday of the 
month.  During the class, the meaning and im-
portance of Baptism are presented and if there 
are any questions concerning the ceremony or 
sponsorship, they can be addressed at that time. 
 

You may call the Church Office to make arrange-
ments for the date / time of the baptism, which 
can be scheduled either during or after the 
Saturday or Sunday worship services. 
Questions?  Please feel free to 
contact the Church Office at 
610-759-3090. 

NEWS FROM THE DAYCARE 
MARCH 2017 

  
  In February the classrooms had lots of fun with their valentine projects and parties, but many of 
them also learned how to keep their heart and teeth healthy.  They also learned about President Washing-
ton and President Lincoln and why they were important figures in our history. Preschool and Pre-k had a 
special Valentine’s dance which is becoming an annual event!  All the students dressed up and they had a 
wonderful time. 
 

 The classrooms are all looking forward to Spring and in March one of the favorite topics is Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday.  Some of the rooms will have a Wacky Wednesday, and some will be eating green eggs and 
ham.  The pre-k will have a field trip to the Nazareth Middle School where the students there will read to 
our students and also do some activities. 
 

 The arrival of the new season will be the primary topic in the classrooms.  Rain and thunderstorms, 
as well as kites and flowers are some of the topics that the students will learn about.  They will also be do-
ing some fun activities for St. Patrick’s Day and maybe this year pre-k will catch that mischievous leprechaun. 
  
 Our program provides care for children 6 weeks through school age from 6:30 am to 6:00 pm.  Our 
preschool curriculum is taught daily within our day. We currently have openings in our preschool, pre-k and 
school age rooms. If you have any interest in learning more about our center, please call 610-759-4999 or 
email lisat@rcn.com. 
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Love-A-Lot Nursery School 
Between Valentine hearts & talking about keeping our hearts healthy, we certainly tried out every lesson/
craft/activity relating to hearts last month! This month we are ALL looking forward to welcoming SPRING  – 
our crafts and books will reflect this beautiful and long-awaited time of year. 
 
We worked with the 3yo class on all facets of safety in February -- both inside (with the help of Mr. Yuk!) 
and outside.  As part of National Children’s Dental Health Month, we had a day set aside to talk about 
healthy teeth and each child left school with an incredibly large, sparkly smile. Aside from safety and healthy 
teeth, we had a day of Penguins, and continued to review numbers 1-5, colors, shapes, and cutting with scis-
sors.  This month, the children will enjoy a Teddy Bear day which is a delight for them as they bring their fa-
vorite furry friend to class.  The children will also learn numbers 6-9, paint with marbles, and review num-
bers and shapes through fun & games. 
 
Last month the 4yo class followed the Healthy Heart Program that is provided by the American Heart Asso-
ciation for National Heart Month. This class also continued learning a new letter each week and focused on 
writing their names correctly (both in pencil grip and forming the letters properly), rhyming, and blending 
sounds.  This month, the children will continue learning a letter a week, focus on their five senses, continue 
writing their names & practicing prewriting skills, sequencing, and opposites. 
 
Over the last few years, we have welcomed our annual visit from a Center for Vision Loss representative. 
Our representative comes in and provides free eye screenings for the children.  We have seen many children 
benefit from this important screening and go on to receive additional, necessary eye care that might have 
been overlooked had it not been for this screening. We are very appreciative for this service, and we are 
holding screenings for both classes in the beginning of March. 
 
If you are interested in registering your child in Love-A-Lot Nursery School in September, there are open-
ings in both the 3yo & 4yo classes.  Both classes run from 9-11:30 am; 3yo meets Tuesday/Thursday and 4yo 
meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday. There is also an optional lunch bunch for the 4yo class that runs 11:30-
1pm. Please call (484-293-0720) or email (LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com) for more information and a 
registration packet. 

The March wind roars like a lion in the sky,  
And makes us shiver as he passes by. 

When winds are soft and the days are warm 
and clear,  

Just like a gentle lamb, then spring is here. 
 

                                                                                                         ~ Author unknown 

Spring Begins 
March 20th! 

Hoagie Coupons.  Coupons for 
hoagies from Ressler’s Market on 
Main Street are still being sold for 

$4.00 each on Sunday mornings in the Shepherd’s 
Room.  Proceeds will benefit the Chalice Youth 
Choir. 
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SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
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SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NAZARETH 
MISSION STATEMENT:  Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is a family of Believers of Christ, who worship together to be 
nourished by the proclamation of God’s Word and by the gracious gifts of Baptism and Holy Communion.  Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, through education and fellowship, we respond in obedience to God’s Word, without reserve, in service to the needs of all God’s 
creation.  Saint John’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF 
  

Altar Flowers 
Steven Millheim 610-365-2343  
  

Altar Guild 
Jocelyn Starner 610-759-3205 
  

Bulletin Sponsors 
Church Office 610-759-3090 
  

Church Council President 
Jackie Wolf 610-759-8609 
  

Greeters Schedule 
Maryellen Werkheiser 610-759-5191 
  

Helping Hands 
Gail Price 610-704-8736 
Keith Shook 610-759-0594 
  

Katherine Von Bora Society 
Susan Kelly 610-746-2231 
  

Lectors Schedule 
Christina Brodt 610-653-0358 
  

Love-A-Lot Nursery School 
Jolene LaBarre, Director 484-293-0720 
 LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com 
  

Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up) 
Jaime Taylor 610-509-8288 
  

Media Ministry 
Lois Davis 610-504-1635 
 lo.huthie@yahoo.com 
Nursery Attendant 
Kristin Andrews  610-504-6622 
  

Prayer Chain  
Betty Laubach 610-759-0225 
  

St. John’s Day Care 
Lisa Todd, Director 610-759-4999 
 lisat@rcn.com 
Sunday School Committee 
Lois Davis, Superintendent 610-504-1635 
 lo.huthie@yahoo.com 
Ushers Schedule 
Christina Brodt 610-653-0358 
  

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
Joyce Wallace 610-330-9113 

CONTACT US. . . 
 

200 S. Broad Street,  Nazareth, PA 18064-2801 
Church Office                    610-759-3090 
Fax                                                 610-759-3719 
E-Mail                          stjohnschurch@rcn.com 
Website                   www.stjohnsnaz.org 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
  

Senior Pastor:  Rev. David B. Schaeffer 
dschaeffer@rcn.com 610-759-1571 
 

Associate Pastor:  Rev. Franklin S. Stinner 
fstinner @gmail.com                        610-746-9695 
  

Minister of Music:  Rev. Janice I. Butz 
jbutz@rcn.com 610-882-9388 
  

Director of Youth & Family Ministries: 
Jaime L. Taylor 610-759-3090 
jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org 
  

Assist. Organist/Choir Director: 
Patrice A. Kidd 610-867-1330 
  

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Linda Kasmakites stjohnschurch@rcn.com 
  

Parish Financial Secretary: 
Bonnie Mertz financialsec@rcn.com 
  

Sextons:  Gary Baltz, Tony Petrillo, Dean Brodt, 
Ray Wolfe, Jr.                                  sextons@rcn.com 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
  

Building Trust Fund - Jeff Daniels (Special appt.) 
Day Care - Jackie Wolf 
Evangelism - Sharon Werner 
Helping Hands - Jackie Wolf, Gail Price 
Love-A-Lot Nursery School - Wayne Vierzbicki 
Personnel - Jackie Wolf, Gail Price 
Property –  Joe Billy, Wayne Vierzbicki 
Social Ministry - Cathie Dara, Jackie Wolf 
Stewardship - Christine Garrison & Scott Little 
Sunday School - Jaime Taylor 
Worship & Music - Chris Andrews 
YEO Endowment - Donald Himler (Special appt.) 
Youth Representative -  TBA 
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MARCH 2017 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
   1 

  9:30 AM  Ruth Circle 
12:00 PM  Bible Study 
  5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
  6:15 PM  Sr. High Youth Grp    
  6:15 PM  Confirmation 1 & 2 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
  7:30 PM  Ash Wednesday Svc. 
   
  

2 
 
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir 
 

 3 
 
4:00 PM  Girl Scout #81078 

4 
 
10:00 AM  Philethia Choir 
 5:30  PM  Holden Evening Prayer 
                Service 
  
 
 
Sexton on Duty:  Tony 

5   1st Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 AM  Worship w/HC 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:15 AM  NM/BAP Class 
  9:15 AM  Women’s Ensemble 
10:45 AM  Worship w/HC 
 

 Sexton on Duty:  Tony              

6 
 6:00 PM  Girl Scout #8220 
 6:00 PM  WELCA Unit Bd. 
 6:30 PM  Property 
 6:30 PM  Stewardship 
 7:00 PM  Rebekah Circle 

7  
9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 
4:00 PM  JAM Sessions 

 
 

8 
12:00 PM  Bible Study 
  5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
  6:15 PM  Sr. High Youth Grp    
  6:15 PM  Confirmation 1 & 2 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
  7:30 PM  Mid Wk Lenten Svc. 
   
 

9 
6:15 PM  Evanglism 
6:30 PM  Women’s Ensemble 
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
 
  
  
 

10 
MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 
 
  

11 
 9:00 AM  WELCA Mtg. (F.H.) 
 5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 
 
 
Sexton on Duty:  Ray 

12   2nd Sunday of Lent 
 

 8:00 AM  Worship 
 9:15 AM  Sunday School  
 9:15 AM  Women’s Ensemble 
10:45 AM  Worship 
  
 Sexton on Duty:  Ray             

13 
 6:00 PM  Girl Scout #8220 
 6:30 PM  Social Ministry 
 7:00 PM  Day Care Bd. 
 
 
 
 
 

14  
 

 9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 
 4:00 PM  JAM Sessions 
 6:30 PM  Sunday School 
 7:00 PM  Naz. Women’s Club 
 7:00 PM  Arts Festival Mtg. 
  
 
 
 

15 
12:00 PM  Bible Study 
  5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
  6:15 PM  Sr. High Youth Grp    
  6:15 PM  Confirmation 1 & 2 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
  7:30 PM  Mid Wk Lenten Svc. 
  8:30 PM  Worship & Music 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 6:30 PM  Festival Choir 
 7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
4:00 PM  Girl Scout #81078 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
  5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 
 
 
 
 

Sexton on Duty:  Dean 

19   3rd Sunday of Lent 
  8:00 AM Worship w/HC 
                (Fellowship – Von Bora) 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:15 AM  Men’s Chorale 
10:45 AM  Worship w/HC 
                (Fellowship – Von Bora) 
Sexton on Duty:  Dean 

20 
 6:00 PM  Girl Scout #8220 
 7:00 PM  Finance 
 8:00 PM  Endowment 

21 
 
 9:00 AM Ladies Aid 
 4:00 PM JAM Sessions 
 7:00 PM  Helping Hands 
  

22 
12:00 PM  Bible Study 
  5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
  6:15 PM  Sr. High Youth Grp    
  6:15 PM  Confirmation 1 & 2 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
  7:30 PM  Mid Wk Lenten Svc. 
   
   
 
 

23 
6:30 PM  Men’s Chorale 
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
 

24 
COUNCIL REPORT 
DEADLINE 
 

25 
Food Bank Weekend 
  5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 
 
 
 
 

Sexton on Duty:  Tony 

26   4th Sunday of Lent 
Food Bank Weekend 
  8:00 AM  Worship 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:15 AM  Men’s Chorale 
10:45 AM  Worship 
 

 Sexton on Duty:  Tony 

27 
 
6:00 PM  Girl Scout #8220 

28 
 
9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 
4:00 PM  JAM Sessions 
6:30 PM  Church Council 
 
 

29 
12:00 PM  Bible Study 
  5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
  6:15 PM  Sr. High Youth Grp    
  6:15 PM  Confirmation 1 & 2 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
  7:30 PM  Mid Wk Lenten Svc. 
   

30 
 

 6:30 PM  Festival Choir 
 7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
 

31 
Confirmation Retreat Begins 
  (runs through Apr. 2nd) 
 

4:00 PM  Girl Scout #81078 

 


