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For centuries, the Bible existed only in Hebrew, Greek and Latin; and those rare 
copies were sequestered by priests who operated deep within the recesses of a 
fortified Church.  There was no such thing as a personal copy of the Scriptures. 
 

All that began to change when John Wycliffe (1320-1384) the brilliant linguist, 
began to translate Scripture into English, allowing citizens of Great Britain to 

read God’s Word in their native tongue. 
 

You’d think Wycliffe would be hailed as a hero.  He was not.  The few HANDWRITTEN COPIES of Wyc-
liffe’s Bible were considered a blasphemous affront to the Church and quickly confiscated.  In 1408, the 
head of the Christian Church in England, the Archbishop of Canterbury led a crusade against translating any 
part of Scripture into English.  Failure to comply was a crime punishable by death.  As late as 1519, seven 
LOLLARDS (A DERISIVE TERM USED BY CHURCH LEADERS TO DESCRIBE UNTRAINED MINISTRY 
VOLUNTEERS) seven LOLLARDS were burned at the stake for teaching children the Lord’s Prayer in Eng-
lish. 
 

It was in this world and under these conditions that William Tyndale (1495-1536) went to work.  Tyndale, a 
linguistic expert, proficient in 8 languages, lived in a self-imposed exile in France.  He was a fugitive from 
British justice for translating Scripture into English.  During  the last 12 years of his life, before he was cap-
tured and burnt at the stake for heresy in Vilvorde, Belgium, he gave his countrymen the entire New Testa-
ment and half the Old Testament in English. 
 

6,000 copies of these illegal Bibles, hot off the new mechanical presses were smuggled inside cotton bails 
back into England.  Each cost 3 shillings two pence - a week’s wages for a skilled laborer.  Yet - even with 
the hefty price tag, demand quickly outstripped supply. 
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury was livid at this biblical invasion and devised a plan to counter Tyndale’s ef-
forts.  The Archbishop purchased all remaining copies of Tyndale’s New Testaments and had them quickly 
destroyed.  However, the Archbishop’s infusion of new money enabled Tyndale to produce a much needed 
revised second edition, which included 4,000 changes and corrections, cross references, marginal notes and 
a much larger print run. 
 

In other words, the Archbishop unwittingly financed a project that advanced God’s word into hungry hearts 
throughout Great Britain. 
 

These stories of the struggles of Wycliffe and Tyndale are part of our Protestant heritage taking place a 
hundred years before the birth of Luther.  When we teach God’s Word, as we will gracefully again to chil-
dren and adults in St. John’s Sunday School beginning at 9:15 on Rally Day, September 11 - we will remem-
ber our teaching is due to the great forfeiture of others who loved God’s teachings and were willing to per-
ish that the WORD OF TRUTH may go forward, so that our children and grandchildren may joyfully em-
brace it. 
 

Martin Luther said:  “The only perpetual and infallible mark of the Church is always the WORD OF GOD; 
it must come first.” 
 

THE BIBLE - and the journey it took to get to us, is worth being first in our lives and foremost in our teach-
ing. 
 

I am looking forward to greeting you on Rally Day.        
                                

                                 With much affection,                 
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Christ’s light shines in our darkness.  God’s love conquers hate.  Spirit-given faith is stronger than fear.  We come seek-
ing you, Lord, please guide our paths. “And what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8).  May it be so.  Amen. 
                         
Sept. 3-4      16th Sunday after Pentecost / Holy Communion at All Services / Labor Day Weekend 
                           LAST Summer Sunday Schedule 
 
Sept. 10-11      RALLY DAY!!!  Fall Schedule Resumes with Sunday Worship at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 
                          17th Sunday after Pentecost  / Backpack Blessing at all services 
                          Sunday School Rally Day Program for ALL AGES at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Sept. 17-18      18th Sunday  after Pentecost  / Holy Communion at All Services 
 

Sept. 24-25        19th Sunday after Pentecost / Food Bank Weekend / Installation of Sunday School Teachers 
                           Presentation of 3rd Grade Bibles & 7th Grade Hymnals 
 

ATTENTION PARENTS 
OF YOUNG CHILDREN! 

Does your little one have trou-
ble sitting still during the wor-
ship service?  Our Nursery is 
located in Room 7 on the lower 
level of the church and is open  
during the 10:45 a.m. Sunday 
service (September thru May).  Infants thru age 
5 are welcome.  Please feel free to stop down 
and visit with Kristin Andrews who is there every 
Sunday to welcome your child/children. 

A Friendly Reminder to All Members of 
Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church: According to our Constitution and 
By-laws, to retain active membership, you 
“shall have communed and made a contribu-
tion of record during the current or preced-
ing year.”  Please remember to fill out a Ho-
ly Communion Record card (found in the 
pew rack) and use your offering envelopes 
(or put your envelope number on your 
check) in order that the church records may 
be kept up to date. 
 
If we do not receive a communion card and 
contribution of record for you for two years, 
you will be placed on the Inactive Roster, 
which means you will no longer receive the 
newsletter through the mail.  If you have any 
questions, or if there is a hardship of any 
kind, please speak to Pastor Schaeffer or any 
member of Church Council. 

FOOD BANK WEEKEND: 
September 24th & 25th 

The Nazareth Area Food Bank 
needs to replenish its supply of 
soups, canned fruit, canned 
vegetables, pancake mix, 
syrup,  but we also welcome 

any other items you would like to donate.  The 
Food Bank also uses the large-sized brown 
paper bags so if you need to m ake room  
in your pantry, drop them off as well.  THANK 
YOU!!  The Nazareth Area Food  Bank  
truly appreciates the  continued generosity and 
faithful support of  the many members of St. 

First Day of Autumn 
September 22nd 

INSTALLATION - Nancy Moore will 
be installed as Pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Lehighton on Sunday, September 
11 at 3 p.m. 
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Grace Notes 
It was the first stop of our Chalice Choir trip to Pittsburgh this past June—the crash site of Flight 93 in 

Shanksville, PA.   Although still fresh in the minds of the parents, the youth were either not yet born or were 
just toddlers on that horrific day of September 11, 2001.  For both parents and Chalice Choir members, it was 
a moving experience to view the site and to explore the museum display filled with details and memorabilia 
from Flight 93.   
 

This September marks the 15th anniversary of the terrorist attack on our country.  Since that day back in 
2001, literally thousands of hymns, songs, anthems, and instrumental works have been composed in memory 
of that historic and tragic event.  Any why is that?  Simply because music reaches and expresses our deepest 
feelings far more powerfully than words alone.   
 

It is not only in tragedy that music has the power to speak to us in inexplicable ways.  In times of joy and 
gladness, triumphant tunes and upbeat rhythms can lighten our hearts and delight our spirits.  Music has the 
power to create intense emotional, spiritual, physical, and mental changes in people.  Can you imagine our 
worship without music?  Thankfully, we have singing choirs of all ages and instrumentalists that offer music 
to enhance our worship, to strengthen our relationship with God, and to lead us to a deeper awareness of 
the Good News.  These groups exist not to entertain or perform, but to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
through their music.  As a new choir season begins, consider taking part in this vital ministry of our congrega-
tion and you will experience the joy and power of music in new and profound ways. 
 

       Grace and peace, 

      Janice Butz, Minister of Music 

All children from pre-kindergarten age through 6th grade are encouraged to join us on 
Tuesday afternoons from 4:00 to 5:15 p.m. for a special J.A.M. (Jesus and Me) Session.  The 
afternoon includes time for singing, arts & craft projects, and snacks.  The children are divided 
into two age-level choirs:  CREATION CHOIR for children in Pre-K through 1st grade and 
CELEBRATION CHOIR for children in 2nd through 6th grade. 

 

Choir is a great opportunity for children to become involved in the worship life of the church as well as to learn 
basic music and singing skills.  The playing of Orff instruments is an additional aspect of being in choir for the 
older children.  More information about the details of how JAM Sessions work and ways adults can assist in our 
children’s music ministry will be distributed on Rally Day.  (Contact Rev. Janice Butz, director, for more information.)  
Rehearsals begin Tuesday, September 13th. 
 

CHALICE CHOIR is a wonderful opportunity for middle school through high school youth 
to offer their musical gifts to God.  Learning a wide range of anthems and songs, this group 
brings a refreshing spirit and sound to our worship.  Each year there is usually at least one 
opportunity to take our music on the road as we visit other churches, retirement homes, or 
nursing-care facilities.  Extended tours over the past few years have taken the choir to 
Washington D. C. (2007), Boston (2010), Chicago (2013) and Pittsburgh (2016).  The Chalice 
Choir meets on Wednesday afternoons at 5:00 p.m., prior to the Confirmation Class for junior 
highs.  (Contact Rev.  Janice Butz, director, for more information.)  Rehearsals begin 
Wednesday, September 14th. 

M us ic  Oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  Ch i l d re n  & You th  
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Attention Women of St. John’s!! 
An open invitation is extended to ALL women of our congregation to 
sing in the SAINT JOHN’S WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE for the Women  
of the ELCA’s Thankoffering Service on Sunday, October 9th.  Women who enjoy singing, 
whatever your musical experience, are encouraged to join for this one-time commitment.  
Rehearsals will be between our two services on Sunday mornings, September 25th and 
October 2nd at 9:15 a.m., with a final rehearsal on Thursday evening, October 6th at 
6:30 p.m.  Come Join Us!! 

The FESTIVAL CHOIR consists of the combined Chancel and Philethia Choirs plus 
others from the congregation who wish to sing for the holy festivals of the Christian year.  
These celebrations include the Advent Service of Lessons & Carols, Easter Sunday, 
Church Music Sunday, as well as other special occasions throughout the year.  Announce-
ments for rehearsals of the Festival Choir will be noted in The Messenger and the Sunday 
bulletins.  A half-day retreat for the Festival Choir will take place in the Fellow-
ship Hall on Saturday, September 24th from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon to learn 
music for the fall season.  (Contact Rev. Janice Butz, director, for more information.) 
 

The CHANCEL CHOIR, for adults of all ages, meets on Thursday evenings from 7:00 - 
8:30 p.m. and regularly sings for the 10:45 a.m. worship service from September through June.  
Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 8th with a covered dish picnic.  (Contact Rev. 
Janice Butz, director, for more information.) 
 
The PHILETHIA CHOIR is the adult choir that sings primarily for the 8:00 a.m. worship 
service on the first Sunday of each month, September through June.  They normally rehearse 
on the first Saturday morning of the month at 10:00 a.m.  Rehearsals begin Saturday, 
September 10th.  (Contact Patrice Kidd, director, for more information.) 

 
The MEN’S CHORALE is for all men of St. John’s, whatever your musical ability.  It is a 
short-term commitment to the music ministry of our church and provides an opportunity 
for camaraderie and musical learning.  They perform a few times during the year, with re-
hearsal and performance dates announced in the church newsletter and bulletins.  (Contact 
Rev. Janice Butz, director, for more information.) 

 
The WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE is a short-term commitment for the women of our con-
gregation.  Like the Men’s Chorale, rehearsal times and performances will be announced in 
advance through the church newsletter and bulletins.  Women who enjoy singing, whatever  

your musical experience, are encouraged to join.  Their first opportunity for the new season will be in 
October, for the Women of the ELCA’s Thankoffering Service on October 9th.  (Contact Rev. 
Janice Butz, director, for more information.)  See below for details... 

M us ic  Oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  A du l t s  
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RALLY DAY is on September 11th!  We will 
begin our Sunday two-service schedule on this 
day.  Sunday School will also begin at 9:15 am 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Come and meet your 
new Sunday School teacher this year! 
 
There will be a Backpack Blessing at all three 
services on September 10th and 11th.  Chil-
dren should bring a backpack or something 
that they will be taking to school with them 
this year.  The students will be blessed, with 
teachers and administrators as well, for a 
safe and effective school year. 
 
Luther League will be going to play Laser Tag 
on Sunday, September 18th!  Please meet in 
the Fellowship Hall following the late church 
service (12 noon).  We will eat lunch, and then 
head to Lehigh Valley Laser Tag from there.  
Cost is $18/person.  Parents are invited and 
encouraged to attend!  For more details, 
watch the bulletins, and the Youth News Bulle-
tin Board outside the Choir Room.  Please sign 
up by emailing jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org or by 
writing your name on the Youth News Bulletin 
Board sign up sheet. 
 
Summer SHYG (Senior High Youth Group) 
ends on Wednesday, August 31st.  There is no 
SHYG on Wednesday, September 7th.  SHYG 
goes back to beginning at 6:15 pm on Wednes-
day nights starting on September 14th. 
 
Other dates to look forward to: 
 

First Holy Communion Clas-
ses will be on September 7, 
14, and 21 from 6:15 – 7:15 
pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
Parents are required to ac-
company their children to 
these three classes. 

 
 
 
 

 
Confirmation Classes for both Level One and 
Level Two classes will begin on Wednesday, 
October 12 at 6:15 pm.  
 
 

 
Luther League will go to the Corn 
Maze on Sunday, October 9th.  
Please meet at the church at 5:30 
pm.  Cost is $10. 
 
 
 

 
There will be an Acolyte 
Training session in the 
Nave on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 19th at 5:15 pm.  Stu-
dents who are in the Chal-
ice Choir should meet in the 
Nave immediately following 
choir. 
 
 
Blessings, 
Jaime L. Taylor 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

A Message from the 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Be aware of the school buses on the road 
carrying children to school!  Please obey 
all traffic laws concerning school buses! 
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Let’s Get Those Cards Out and Wish a Blessed  
and Happy Birthday to Our Shut-In Friends  

Celebrating This Month! 

JOAN NAGLE 
September 6th 

50 Park St. 
Nazareth, PA 18064 

MALROSE BOSICH 
September 27th 

445 Gail Dr. 
Nazareth, PA 18064 

BETTY BRACKEN 
September 23rd 

Gracedale Tower 4 A2 
2 Gracedale Ave. 

Nazareth, PA 18064 

September 11 ~ Music & Worship / Columbarium (Rally Day) 

October 9 ~ WELCA (Thankoffering) 

October 30 ~ Social Ministry (Reformation Sunday) 

November 12 & 13 ~ Stewardship / Finance (Stewardship Weekend) 

November 27 ~ Adult Sunday School Classes (Lessons & Carols) 

2016 Fellowship Social Calendar  

Fellowship this month will be on Rally Day, Sunday, September 11th, following each worship ser-
vice in the Shepherd’s Room.  Members of the Worship & Music Committee and Columbarium 
Committee will host the fellowship hours. 
 

Worship & Music Committee: 
The Music & Worship Committee is responsible for coordination ushers, greeters, lectors and 
acolytes for two Sunday morning services and one Saturday evening service each week.  They 
do the same for the seasonal festival services and occasional services such as the Alternative 
Worship.  They also arrange for seasonal decorations such as the Lenten and Easter crosses, 
the Harvest Home displays and dedicated floral arrangements such as the Easter lilies, Memori-
al Day geraniums, and the poinsettias at Christmas.  This Group handles the maintenance of 
the musical instruments and choral needs.  There are six Choirs at St. John’s:  Creation, Cele-
bration, Chalice, Chancel, Philethia, Festival Choir and the Instrumental Ensemble.  The Men's 
Chorale and Women's Chorale gather for special events.  In addition to the above services, we 
can also thank this group for the work they do on the outdoor worship services, M.A.D. Camp, 
the Concert for the Poor and Homecoming in October. 
 
Columbarium Committee: 
The Committee oversees the administration and maintenance of the Columbarium.  The colum-
barium is a designated place to keep the cremated remains of deceased loved ones.  The Colum-
barium at St. John’s provides a serene, peaceful place in a reverent atmosphere for those cre-
mains.  Family members are free to visit anytime.  If you would like to purchase a niche please 
contact the Church office.   
 

Please join us for Fellowship!  Take a few minutes to chat with the representatives of these 
groups during the Fellowship Socials to find out more about their activities and plans. 

You may find that you may want to become a part of their efforts. 

KATHRYN MOYER 
September 6th 

Whitehall Manor Rm. A25 
1177 6th St. 

Whitehall, PA  18052 
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PASTORAL ACTS 

We rejoice that those listed below have been liberated 
from sin and death by being joined in the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ through the sacra-
ment of Holy Baptism in the months of June, July & 
August 2016: 

LEO JAMES FORTNER 
Son of Jason & Nicole (Wagner) Fortner 

Born: April 17, 2016 
Baptized: June 25, 2016 

 

ARNE ROMAN BRONISZ 
MAGNUS ARTHUR BRONISZ 

Twin Sons of Michael & Adrienne (Nelson) Bronisz 
Born: December 1, 2015 
Baptized: July 17, 2016 

 
COOPER MICHAEL JOHNSON 

Son of Derek & Jennifer (Andrews) Johnson 
Born: April 8, 2016 

Baptized: July 24, 2016 
 

CAROLINE OLIVIA BOANDL 
Daughter of Bradley & Amy (Walinger) Boandl 

Born: March 19, 2016 
Baptized: August 7, 2016 

 
 

We gladly received the following new members into the 
family and fellowship of St. John’s congregation in the 
months of June & July 2016: 

TORI SLACK 
June 26th 

 

MICHAEL & ADRIENNE BRONISZ 
(ARNE & MAGNUS) 

July 17th 
 

GREGORY LEH 
August 21st 

We celebrate with those listed below who entered into 
the holy estate of matrimony according to God’s ordi-
nance in August 2016: 

CAITLIN NICOLE LAPPS &  
AARON GEORGE BOLIGITZ 

August 20th 
 

Michael and Adrienne Bronisz and their twin sons, 
Arne and Magnus, joined St. John’s on July 17. 
 

Now living in Nazareth, Michael was from Philadelph-
ia and Adrienne from Carlisle and attended a Luther-
an Church in Carlisle. 
 

Michael works for the Government and Adrienne 
works for Coordinated Health. 
 

Please welcome this young family as members of St. 
John’s. 
 

Evangelism Committee 

Have a Safe & Happy Labor Day! 
 

From the Staff at St. John’s: 
 
                                      Pastor Schaeffer 
                                      Pastor Butz 
                                       Jaime     Patrice 
                                       Linda      Bonnie 
                                  Gary, Tony, Dean & Ray 
 
 
The Church Office will be CLOSED on Monday, 
September 5th in observance of the Labor Day. 
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Women of the ELCA 
SEPTEMBER BREAKFAST 

Please join us for our Annual Breakfast on 
Saturday, September 10th in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Our speaker is educator Barbara Diet-
terich.  She will present a history of Nazareth.  
For anyone, especially a Nazareth resident, 
her program is a sheer delight.  You will 
learn and (possibly remember) so much 
about Nazareth.  Sign-in is at 8:30 a.m. with 
the Breakfast beginning at 9:00 a.m. EVE-
RYONE is welcome to join us!   Please RSVP 
by completing the form below and returning 
it to the Church Office or in the offering plate 
by Sunday, Sept. 4th. 

 
 

WELCA BREAKFAST MEETING 
Sat. Sept. 10th ~ 9:00 a.m. 

 

                   Name: ________________________ 
 

                             # People _________ 
 

                                     Please RSVP by 
                                     Sunday, Sept. 4th 

O God of heaven and earth, who’s bigger than nations 
and factions, be with us as we live through times of ter-
ror, despair and danger.  Be the strength of people 
who’ve been touched personally by disaster.  Come 
with healing to those who are injured.  Be the eternal 
rest of those who’ve died.  Be the energy, compassion 
and fortitude of those who must pick through the 
wreckage.  Grant our leaders courage and a double por-
tion of your wisdom.  The day of universal brotherhood 
seems farther off than ever, O God, but help us not 
despair of trying to accomplish it.  Strengthen our faith.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

We extend our heartfelt Christian sympathy to the fami-
lies and friends of the following members and friends of 
Saint John’s who passed into eternal life in the months of 
June, July & August 2016: 

DENISE R. BENDER 
June 22nd 

 

ALMA (BETTY) E. HERTKORN 
June 23rd 

 

IRENE M. CHISTMAN 
July 26th 

 
MAKAEYA L. WHEELER 

July 29th 
 

GEORGE H. RUNDLE, JR. 
July 30th 

 
LARUE KAHLER 

August 15th 

Received in the months of 
July & August 2016 

ALMA (BETTY) E. HERTKORN 
Crayola LLC Employees 
 
IRENE CHRISTMAN 
Gary & Nancy Poh, Edward Christman, Jr., Larry Knecht, 
Edward Christman, Sr., Richard & Joan Werner, Margaret 
& Ernest Hahn, Dorothy Duby & daughters, Audrey Sulli-
van, William & Karen Landis 
 
LARUE KAHLER 
LINDA MICHAEL 
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HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF  ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH? 

If you or a friend of yours have been worshipping at St. John’s and decide to make 
it your church home, classes for New Members  are  scheduled once a month, 
usually on the first Sunday of the month in the Church Parlor. 
 
The class is about one hour long and presents an overview of the Lutheran faith 
as well as a brief history.  After deciding to join, a time is scheduled during one of 
the worship services to welcome the new member.  Questions?  Please feel free 
to contact the Church Office at 610-759-3090. 

 
HOW DO I SCHEDULE A BAPTISM? 

Baptism classes are held once a month in the Church Parlor for those wishing to be bap-
tized or for bringing children to the font.  Typically the class is scheduled the second Sun-
day of the month.  During the class, the meaning and importance of Baptism are present-
ed and if there are any questions concerning the ceremony or sponsorship, they can be 
addressed at that time. 
 
You may call the Church Office to make arrangements for the date / time of the baptism, 
which can be scheduled either during or after the Saturday or Sunday worship services.  
Questions?  Please feel free to contact the Church Office at 610-759-3090. 

 

Correspondence…  

To all the people of St. John’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church,  Thank you 
for the flowers.  They have them on 
the desk for everyone to enjoy.  
Thanks again for your thoughtful-
ness.  Eleanor Smith & the people on 
my floor. 

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church and 
The Katherine Von Bora Society:  A 
sincere thank you to Pastor Schaeffer 
and the Katherine Von Bora Society 
for the support and beautiful lunch-
eon provided during the passing of 
our loved one, Denise Renee Engler 
Bender.  God Bless to all. 

The Social Ministry Committee thanks the 
congregation for their support and dona-
tion to the recent CHEMO BAG project. All 
donations have been sent to the organi-
zation and are being distributed to local 
area infusion centers.  Additionally, the 
Social Ministry Committee has been able 
to send more boxes to the Support The 
Troops program using monetary dona-
tions from our members.  Thanks to a 
caring and generous membership for 
their continued interest in these pro-
jects!!   

A TIME FOR PEACE 
 
“We must never allow Sep-
tember 11th to become a 
time for protest and division. 
Instead, this day must re-
main a time for promoting 
peace and mutual respect.”  

 
                                     -Archbishop Timothy Dolan 
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First Holy Communion Classes 
As Lutherans, we believe the faith God gave to us in Holy Baptism is 
nourished by the hearing of God’s Word and the receiving of the bread 
and the wine of Holy Communion.  Classes for those preparing to 
receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion for the first time will be 
held on Wednesdays, September 7, 14 and 21, 2016 from 6:15 – 7:15 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Instruction is usually for those entering the 7th grade and 
enrolling in the Level 1 Confirmation Class.  Parents are required to accompany 
their children to these three classes.  PLEASE NOTE:  Letters were mailed to all 
seventh graders inviting them to become part of the upcoming First Holy 
Communion Classes and 7th Grade Confirmation Class.  If your son or daughter is 
entering 7th grade this fall and did not receive a letter, please contact the Church 
Office.  Any other questions may be directed to Pastor Schaeffer. 
 

 

Conf irmation Classes 
St. John’s Confirmation Classes will begin on Wednesday, October 
12, 2016 at 6:15 p.m.  Both the seventh and eighth grade confirmands 
and their parents will gather in the Fellowship Hall for orientation.  
Opportunity will be given to meet with the Catechist of the seventh 
graders; Jaime Taylor, Director of Youth & Family Ministries; and Pastor 
Schaeffer, who teaches the eighth graders.  Guidelines and expectations 

for the Confirmation Classes will be shared.  Questions will be answered.  Copies of 
Luther’s Small Catechism and other confirmation resources will be distributed.   
 
 

To the Congregation, 
I’d like to take this opportunity to clarify the difference between Coffee Hour 
and Fellowship Hour. 
  
Fellowship Hour is when food and beverages are sponsored by the various 
church committees.  Fellowship Hour is typically one weekend each month and 
is offered after both Sunday services.  The regular coffee urns will be used.  
The first Fellowship Hour will be held on RALLY DAY, September 11th. 
 

Coffee Hour is just coffee and tea.  It is a no-frills, self-serve coffee hour which takes place during 
the Sunday School hour on weekends when there is no Fellowship Hour scheduled.  September 
18th will be the first coffee hour of the year and to streamline the process a Keurig will be in 
place.  This Keurig will only be used during the Coffee Hour.  Regular and DeCaf K-Cups will be 
available but you are welcome to bring your own, especially if you have a particular flavored coffee 
or tea that you are fond of. 
 

Susan Kelly, Von Bora Society 
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G.R.A.C.E. 
Adult Bible Study Class 

The Grace Adult Bible Study 
Class meets at 9:15 AM to 
10:15 AM on Sunday mornings, 

beginning on RALLY DAY, September 11th 
through the last Sunday in June.  The Grace class 
is a unique group that not only studies God’s 
Word, but also explores the events and attitudes 
occurring at the time, and the people who docu-
mented it.  The class explores how Scripture can 
be applied to modern times, through study, dis-
cussion and prayer.  The class also selects books 
by distinguished authors to read, review and dis-
cuss.   

PRAYER CHAIN ~ We pray that you will think of 
us when you have need for prayer.  
This includes you, your family mem-
bers, or friends.  Please  call Betty 
Laubach at 610-759-0225 or the 
Church Office at 610-759-3090.  If 
you would like to join the Prayer 

Chain and be a part of this powerful ministry, please 
let Betty or the Church Office know. 

The deadline for all 
submissions for the   
October 2016 issue of 
THE MESSENGER  is:  

Friday, September 9th.  You may leave printed 
material in the Church Office mailbox or you may 
email your article or announcement as a Word at-
tachment to stjohnschurch@rcn.com.  Thank you in 
advance for your understanding and cooperation. 

Each month in your offering envelopes, you will find a “Special Projects” envelope.  These partic-
ular gifts are designated each month to benefit those in need or to support a need within our 
church. 

 
SEPTEMBER SPECIAL OFFERING: 

ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS 
This month our special offering envelopes will benefit the Engineers Without Borders – Lehigh Valley Pro-
fessionals Chapter.  Engineers Without Borders supports community-driven development programs world-
wide by collaborating with local partners to design and implement sustainable engineering projects, while 
creating transformative experiences and responsible leaders.  Currently the EWB-LVP chapter, in partner-
ship with the school and it’s world-wide alumni association, are helping rebuild a school in Sierra Leone, Af-
rica that was once considered one of the best schools in the area.  Damaged during a decade-long civil war, 
they are in the process of restoring potable water services, sanitary facilities, electrical service, and general 
building conditions.  For more information, please contact St. John’s member and EWB-LVP member Sean 
Dooley at 610-657-7420 or d4dooley@hotmail.com. 
  

The Cemetery Board will hold another work party on Saturday, October 1, 2016 from 
8 AM until Noon at St. John’s Cemetery on South Street.  We hope to finish the work 
we started on our spring workday.  Please bring rakes, shovels and bars.  Some limbs have 
to be removed also.  In case of rain, we will meet the following Saturday, October 8.  
Thank you for the progress that was made at the last work day and we hope to see you 
again. 

WEDNESDAY NOON-TIME BIBLE STUDY 
resumes on  September 7th at 12:00 p.m. in the 
Parlor.  Bring your lunch and your Bible.  All are 
welcome! 
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PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE… 
When a member of your family is admitted to the 

hospital, so visits can be made. 
When you move so we can update your address 

and/or phone number. 
When a member of your family leaves home for 

college, military service, or to establish a new 
residence. 

When either your home or cell phone number or 
email is changed. 

When a member of your family marries, so their 
name and/or address can be changed on our rec-
ords. 

When a new baby arrives in your family. 
When you are planning to move 

out of town or locally. 
When you feel the church can as-

sist you in any way. 

Altar Flowers 

If you would like to sponsor the Altar 
Flowers in honor or in memory of a 
loved one, please complete the 
required information for your desired weekend in 
the Altar Flowers Notebook located in the rear of 
the nave. Two dedications are available for most 
weekends. For questions or concerns, please contact 
Steven Millheim at 610-365-2343 or by email to 
smokey717@rcn.com. 

USHERS ARE NEEDED!  
Ushers welcome and assist wor-
shipers on Sunday mornings as 
well as collect the offering.  Ush-
ering is a great way for families to 
serve together.  Please check 
your schedule and sign up for 
this important ministry in the 

Ushers notebook located in the rear of the nave 
or put your name on the volunteer list by con-
tacting Christina Brodt, Usher Coordinator, at 
610-653-0358 or krabbymom@hotmail.com.  
Thank you for participating in this very important 
aspect of our worship services.  YOUR HELP is al-
ways needed an appreciated!! 

Would you like to sponsor the 
Sunday Morning CD Ministry?  
Sponsoring a recording of the 
worship service is a wonderful 
way to remember or honor a 
family member or friend, or an 
event  such  as  a  baptism or an 

anniversary, while providing a valuable 
service to those members in our church who 
are homebound or unable to attend a church 
service.  When you sponsor a CD, the 
dedication is published in that Sunday’s 
bulletin.  Suggested sponsorship is $25.  TO 
SPONSOR THE CD MINISTRY, PLEASE SIGN UP 
FOR YOUR DESIRED DATE IN THE NOTEBOOK 
FOUND IN THE REAR OF THE NAVE.  For more 
information, contact Lois Davis at 610-504-
1635. 

PARKING NOTICE: 
Please keep in mind that we 
have many parishioners who 
have difficulty walking the dis-
tance from the back parking lots 
to enter our building without 
steps.  Those who use walkers, 

canes, wheel chairs, and all who need mobility as-
sistance, would be grateful for this consideration: If 
you are so able, please use the rear parking lots 
and leave the parking spaces on Prospect St. 
available for those who need assistance and 
easier access to the church.  We also ask that 
you not use the few Reserved Handicap Spaces that 
we do have unless you are truly in need of them.  
Thank you for your attentiveness and assistance to 
those of us who need a little extra love and care 
from their faith community in this matter. 

Bulletin Sponsors 
St.  John’s  prints  400 worship bulletins  
for  each  weekend  (for  three worship  
services),  plus  additional copies for special  
worship services and events.  Bulletin sponsors are 
needed to help offset the cost of printing the bulle-
tins.  Please consider sponsoring the weekly bulletins 
in honor or in memory of a loved one or special oc-
casion.  The weekly bulletin sponsorship costs $50, 
but can be split with two dedications for $25 each.  
To sponsor the bulletins, please sign-up for your 
desired date in the notebook located in the rear 
of  the  nave.   For  questions  or  concerns,  please  
contact the Church Office at 610-759-3090 or 
stjohnschurch@rcn.com. 
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RALLY  DAY 
 

CHURCH  SERVICE  BACKPACK  BLESSING FOR ALL SERVICES RALLY DAY WEEKEND 
 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 
 

Come join us at SUNDAY  SCHOOL  RALLY  DAY  2016… September 11 @ 9:15 
AM in Fellowship Hall; Mock Turtle Marionette Theater will assist in welcom-
ing everyone back to Sunday School!  
 

Rally Day will begin in Fellowship Hall; kicking off the Sunday School Year of 2016-17, and 
then dismissals to new classrooms will proceed.  The Sunday School’s Spark curriculum 
follows the lectionary throughout the church year.   

 

Please join us on Rally Day and every Sunday morning thereafter @ 9:15 AM.  Sunday School will be held in 
the classrooms every week following September 11.  We need YOU to make all of this happen! 
 

We have Sunday School for ALL Ages.  We have two Adult Sunday School classes to choose from; all begin 
@ 9:15 AM.  Come to Rally Day to find out more. 
 

We can’t wait to see you again!!   
 

We are also having a Backpack Blessing for all teachers and school students at all church services (5:30 PM, 
8:00 AM & 10:45 AM) on September 10 and September 11, respectively.  This event is our third year.  Bring 
your school backpack and find out how a backpack can be blessed! 
 

Remember….Fellowship Hall @ 9:15 AM on September 11, 2016 
Check Your Mail Closer to Rally Day for Rally Day Postcard 

 
 

          BLANKETS+ PROGRAM 
                  SEPTEMBER 10 & 11th — 17 & 18th 

 

Please help those in need.  Each year tragic events cause horrific hardships 
and devastation for people worldwide. 
 
For 23 consecutive years, St. John’s has participated in the Church World Service 
Appeal.  CWS is a global humanitarian agency consisting of 35 Protestant, Ortho-
dox, and Anglican denominations.  Since 1946, CWS has provided relief, develop-
ment, and refugee assistance.  They reach out to 80 countries, including the U.S. 

 
A single donation of $5.00 can purchase a blanket that will provide warmth, 

protection, and comfort to children and adults of all ages.  A sample blanket is on display in the Shepherd’s 
Room.  Our donations can also provide tools and shelter kits.  Donations can be made in the enve-
lopes that will appear in the bulletins on September 10, 11, 17 & 18 or you may drop off or mail your check to 
St. John’s.  Checks should be made payable to St. John’s and please note in the memo “CWS Blankets +.”  You 
may also text Blanket to 50555 to make a $10.00 donation 
 

THANK YOU!! The Social Ministry Committee 
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SEXTON CORNER 
 

HELLO TO ALL!  SUMMER will be leaving us shortly!!! 
 

There are several projects scheduled to begin the remainder of this summer and into fall.   Some 
of these are a part of the Capital Campaign and some are new.  

 
 
 

 Restoration  work has begun on Shepherd’s Room stained glass window.  The electrical upgrade for 
lighting has been completed for the window.  (Capital Campaign) 

 Concrete work for #36 and #38 Prospect Street has been completed.  (Capital Campaign) 
 Restoration of the red doors has begun and should be completed soon, weather permitting.   
 We have approval and go-ahead for the paving of our parking lot.  Anticipated start date is during the 

3rd week in August.  (Capital Campaign) 
 We are moving forward on upgrading our telephone system (Capital Campaign) 
 Also in the works is an upgrade of our sound system for the Fellowship Hall (details to follow). 
 Some repair work on the organ is scheduled for October 2016 and January 2017. 
 
 

We encourage members of St. John’s to participate in some activities.  If you have a skill set or experience 
with electrical, plastering, painting, plumbing, woodworking, concrete or welding, please see Tony.  Our 
youth are a vital resource within our church and we would like to see them participate in some activities as 
well.   As always, your help is greatly appreciated.  The Sextons, sextons@rcn.com. 
 

FEARLESSLY COLLABORATING WITH GOD  
“I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador.”   Ephesians 6:19-

20 
 
The Spiritual Life Committee of the Capital Campaign is asking for parishioners to 
think about and pray about the words contained in Ephesians 6:19-20.  Would you like to 
share your story using your faith, prayer and scripture as a means to help you through a 
trying time in your life or a time of great joy?  We would like to hear your personal experi-
ence in a brief written paragraph that you would be willing to share with others in our con-
gregation.  It will be printed in the Messenger and included in a booklet that will inspire 

other members of St. John’s to understand THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL, and how one can be 
an AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST.  If you choose, it can be anonymous and your name will not ap-
pear in either place.  Please send in your reflections to the Church Office by mail, e-mail or drop it 
off in person.   
Thank you, Barbara Sandbrook and Karen Landis. 

 At the annual assembly of the Lutheran Youth Fellowship of the Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia Synod held at Muhlenberg College on June 17-19, Tim Garrison was elected to serve 
as the mission district representative for the Northern Lehigh Valley Mission District.  
Isabelle Dara was elected to serve as the board’s treasurer.  Their terms began July 1 
and will continue through June 30, 2017.  Good job Tim and Izzy! 
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Love-A-Lot Nursery School 

 Love-A-Lot took a break for summer vacation and is now a blur of activities for another terrific 
school year! September is full of preparation for the children who attended our 3yo class last year and are 
returning as our 4yo class and to welcome all of our new students. Returning or new to the school, all the 
children walk into our classroom with mixed emotions and we are prepared with hugs and encouragement 
to meet those needs…and we are also there to ease the transition for the teary-eye’d parents & caregivers 
who drop them off.  It truly is a milestone for both the children and their parents. Many of the children are 
spending time away from their caregivers for the very first time as they walk through our doors; we sincere-
ly feel it a privilege that our school is chosen as this first experience for so many. 
 Throughout our school year, the children learn so much more beyond letters and colors…they will 
grow in ways beyond any form of “academic” measure. The key is for them to learn to love & trust school…
to enjoy coming into the classroom and feel safe and secure; these first few years of school set the pace for 
their school years to come. The parents’ role cannot be emphasized enough, without their love and support, 
the children wouldn’t be open to learning all of the wonderful experiences that await them…far beyond the 
two years with us. 
 Our classes run 9-11:30 with an optional lunch bunch for the 4yo class that runs from 11:30-1pm. 
Please call (484-293-0720) or email (LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com) the school for more infor-
mation. 
 

    NEWS FROM THE DAYCARE 
SEPTEMBER 2016 

  
   We had such a wonderful summer here at the daycare!  The weather has been beautiful and we have been 
able to spend lots of time outside with picnics, water play, and visits from the ice cream truck.  The school 
age class had a great time at Nazareth Park to do a creek study.  They found lots of great creatures.  We 
also had a visit from Peaceable Kingdom.  The students really enjoyed the petting zoo which included a lla-
ma, rabbits, a deer and even a wallaby. 
   Our annual art show was August 12th and everyone enjoyed the around the world theme.  Each class-
room featured a different country, displayed art work, and had a fun activity.  A big thank you goes to the 
staff for all the preparations and to everyone who attended to support the students. 
   Now with fall around the corner we are back to bus schedules and homework time.  The preschool class-
rooms will be helping their new students get adjusted as we focus more on our school year curriculum.  We 
are looking forward to another wonderful year! 
Our program provides care for children 6 weeks through school age from 6:30 am to 6:00 pm.  Our pre-
school curriculum is taught daily within our day.  If you have any interest in learning more about our center 
please call 610-759-4999 or email lisat@rcn.com 
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I t’s that time of the year when young people are off to college to 
pursue higher academics while continuing to develop into young adults. 
The Evangelism Committee recognizes the importance of reaching out 

to the older youth of our church.  Once the opportunity for Luther League activities and weekly 
worship is stretched because of living away from home on a college campus or new schedules 
because of career fields, it is important to gently remind our youth of their connection to their 
church home. 
 
The Evangelism Committee continues to support them by maintaining contact with those high 
school students who have graduated and are pursuing higher education or who are starting in new 
career fields.  We are continuing the program in which mailings and “care packages” are sent to 
these young people to let them know that we care about them and are keeping them in our hearts 
and prayers. 
 
We invite you to submit the name and address of those in college so we may include 
them in this program.  If you have any questions, contact Elsie Frey from the Evangelism 
Committee.  Please return forms to the Church Office or to the Evangelism mailbox. 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________  Birthday: _________________ 
 

Please Check One: 
 

 ____ Is now working locally  ____ Is now working away from the area 
 

 ____ Is now at college locally  ____ Is now at college away from the area 
 
 
Name of College Attending: _______________________________________________ 
 
 

Address (at school, has moved out from home, or if working away from the area):  
 

   __________________________________________________ 
 

   __________________________________________________ 
 

   __________________________________________________ 
 

 
Phone Number: ______________________________________ 
 

Email Address: _______________________________________ 
 

Submitted by: ________________________________________ 
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PRESENT:  Chris Andrews, Stephen Bajan II, Joe Billy, 
Alan Butz, Rev. Janice Butz, Cathie Dara, Ralph Deyo,   
Billy Garrison, Scott Little, Rev. David Schaeffer, Jocelyn 
Starner, Jaime Taylor, Wayne Vierzbicki, Sharon Werner,  
Jackie Wolf 
 
ABSENT:   Craig Dally, Jocelyn Starner 
 
DEVOTIONS: Pastor David Schaeffer led with a prayer.  
 
MINUTES:  The Minutes of the May 25, 2016 meeting were 
reviewed and stand as written. Alan Butz made a motion to 
accept the minutes with Ralph Deyo – 2nd.  Council ap-
proved. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   

Thank you from Nazareth Area Food Bank for food 
items donated during spring months. 

Thank you from Billy Garrison.  
 

PASTOR SCHAEFFER’S REPORT:   
May 29, 2016 – Marathon Day:  Preached at St. 

John’s 8:00 & 10:45, gave invocation at Memo-
rial Day Remembrance Ceremony in Bushkill 
Township and then preached at 6:30 at St. 
John’s for the Nazareth Area High School Bac-
calaureate Service. 

Played in the Annual Golf tournament to benefit 
Bear Creek Camp but was disappointed con-
cerning the clergy support of the tournament. 

ELCA Churchwide Office shared statistics that with-
in 5 years there will be 1,000 pastoral vacan-
cies.  St. John’s is very happy that our own 
Chad Butz will enter Theological Training at the 
Gettysburg Seminary in the Fall. 

 
REV. JANICE BUTZ REPORT:   

June 4-5, 2016 – Roosevelt Credit returned to St. 
John’s to perform with the Chancel & Chalice 
choirs. 

June 10-12, 2016 – Attended college reunion at Hood 
College – Frederick, MD 

June 13 – 17, 2016 – Led the songs for VBS. 
June 16 -17, 2016 – Attended Eastern Penn. Annual 

Conference in Lancaster. 
June 21 – 22, 2016 – Roosevelt Credit returned and 

rehearsed with the Chalice Choir.  Impromptu visit 
to Moravian Hall Square where the youth sang in 
three different dining rooms. 

June 25 – 28, 2016 – Chalice Choir went to Pittsburgh. 
Cathie Dara reported on the Choir trip.  Great experi-

ence.  People were amazed about the youth being 
involved. 

 
Jaime Taylor - DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINIS-
TRIES REPORT:  Complete as written: 

June 13 –17 – VBS at St. John’s – Check-in went well.  
60 children participated. 

June 17 –19 – LYF Assembly at Muhlenberg College.  
Pastor Donna House was our chaplain.  The youth 
also attended the NE Penn Synod Assembly in Al-
lentown, PA. 

June 25 – 28, 2016 – Chalice Choir trip to Pittsburgh 
was extremely eventful.  Pastor Scott 
Kuechenmeister-Hall spent time with the youth. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
FINANCE:  Stephen Bajan II, reported: 

St. John’s is solvent – Bills have been paid. 
Day Care gave a check for $4,000. 
Benevolence has been paid. 
Church apt. rent for 36 E. Prospect St. upstairs is be-

hind. 
 

COLUMBARIUM:   Pastor Schaeffer reported. 
No activity. 
Flags were put out by County Veterans.  

 
DAY CARE:   No report   

Jackie Wolf will be Council Rep. 
 

ENDOWMENT:   Stephen Bajan II, reported: 
Requests will be distributed in Nov. 2016. 
Janice Butz received a check from someone in Pitts-

burgh after the Chalice Choir sang for them. 
     
EVANGELISM:     Sharon Werner reported:  

No Meeting 
 

HELPING HANDS:    Ralph Deyo reported: 
July 16 – Nazareth Days – Meatball Sandwiches and 

walking tacos will be sold. 
July 24 – 30 – Summer trip will be to NJ.  Monmouth & 

Ocean counties.  Pastor Sue Ruggles will also be 
going.  Gail Price is working on a final attendee list. 

Jaime Taylor reported that the VBS children gave $209 
as a contribution to the Helping Hands project in NJ. 

Painting of the Sunday School rooms is complete. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  
COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 29, 2016 
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LOVE-A-LOT:  Wayne V. reported: 
No Meeting 
Will be sending out an email to all newly registered par-

ents reminding them to complete registration pro-
cess. 

 
LUTHER LEAGUE:  Billy Garrison reported: 

June 1, 2016 – Several youth met and packed boxes 
for the military. 

June 17-19 – LYF Assembly. – This was Billy’s last 
year.  Jaime reported that Billy had great leader-
ship skills while at LFY.  New leadership is in good 
hands. 

Billy also spoke at the 2016 NE Penn Synod Assembly. 
 

PERSONNEL:  Pastor Schaeffer reported:   
No Meeting.   
Alan Butz – Questioned staggering the Sextons hours.  

Will be discussed with Nancy Little. 
 

PROPERTY:  Alan Butz reported:   
Femenella will start one window in the Shepherd’s 

Room in June. 
Barry Hoch should be starting the restoration of the 

exterior doors in June. 
Alan will conduct evaluation of air conditioner in the 

Nave. 
Parking Lot – Concrete stage 1 is done.  Still waiting on 

quotes. 
Dumpster – location discussed. 

 
SOCIAL MINISTRY: Cathie Dara reported:  

No meeting. 
 

STEWARDSHIP: Jackie Wolf reported:   
2016 Stewardship Theme – “Fearless Generosity”.  

Diana Holva will introduce the 4 themes – Sowing, 
Serving, Giving & Living. 

Summer Coffee Hour – Social Ministry & Stewardship 
will host on July 17. 

Aug. 9 – Council Picnic will be at Susan Kelly’s house. 
Aug. 14 – Outdoor Worship Service at Nazareth Bor-

ough Park 
Nov. 5 – Stewardship Dinner 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Pastor Schaeffer & Jaime Taylor re-
ported: 

June 12 – Sunday School closing.  Youth led with fun 
songs, crafts, and read stories. 

Tim McNair did a great job with the Sunday School 
closing. 

Lizzie Brodt-Zimmer led the children in the singing of 
familiar Sunday School songs. 

 
WORSHIP & MUSIC:  No meeting. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Capital Campaign update:  Will be discussed in Sept. 
June 17-18 – Jackie Wolf and Alan Butz attended the 

NE Penn Synod Convention at the PPL Center – 
Allentown. 

Jackie will do a write-up of the assembly to be put The 
Messenger. 

Aug. 9 – 6:30 - Church Council Picnic at Susan Kelly’s 
home.  Need help with set up and breakdown.  Joe 
Billy will coordinate with Stephen Bajan, II 

Aug. 13 – 5:30 – Meet at Nazareth Borough Park – 
Cleaning – Jackie handed out instruction sheet and 
sign-up sheet. 

Aug. 14 – 7:00 a.m.  Set-up for Outdoor worship & ca-
tered breakfast.  Nathan Grube is the caterer. 

Aug. 15 - Summer Lunch Program – St. John’s contact 
is Susan Kelly.  Need 5-6 volunteers. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

July 17 – Coffee Hour 
Sept. 10 – 11  - Blanket Sunday 
Sept 14 -  Billy Garrison ship date.  
Sept. 17  - 18 – Blanket Sunday 
Girl Scout Troop 8220 is requesting a guest access to 

our WIFI.  Jackie Wolf and Chris Andrews will look 
into this by Sept. 1.  Motion by Chris Andrews – 2nd 
Scott Little.  Motion passed. 

Larry Jones – Jackie wolf read a letter from Larry 
Jones about the Sound Booth cooling fan.  Chris 
Andrews will check with Larry Jones.  Motion by 
Wayne V. – 2nd by Alan Butz.  Motion passed. 

 
Building Use Requests:  None 
 
Council President Jackie Wolf declared the meeting ad-
journed at 8:00 p.m.  
Scott Little closed with a prayer. 
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.    
 
Next meeting:   Thurs. Aug. 11 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
Next Devotions:  Chris Andrews 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Joyce Wallace 
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SAINT JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NAZARETH 
MISSION STATEMENT:  Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is a family of Believers of Christ, who worship together to be 
nourished by the proclamation of God’s Word and by the gracious gifts of Baptism and Holy Communion.  Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, through education and fellowship, we respond in obedience to God’s Word, without reserve, in service to the needs of all God’s 
creation.  Saint John’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

VOLUNTEER CHURCH STAFF 
 

Altar Flowers 
Steven Millheim 610-365-2343  
 

Altar Guild 
Jocelyn Starner 610-759-3205 
 

Bulletin Sponsors 
Church Office 610-759-3090 
 

Church Council President 
Jackie Wolf 610-759-8609 
 

Greeters Schedule 
Maryellen Werkheiser 610-759-5191 
 

Helping Hands 
Gail Price 610-704-8736 
Keith Shook 610-759-0594 
 

Katherine Von Bora Society 
Susan Kelly 610-746-2231 
 

Lectors Schedule 
Christina Brodt 610-419-4126  
 

Love-A-Lot Nursery School 
Jolene LaBarre, Director 484-293-0720 
 LoveALotNurserySchool@yahoo.com 
 

Luther League (Youth Group - grades 7 & up) 
Jaime Taylor 610-509-8288 
 

Media Ministry 
Lois Davis 610-504-1635 
 lo.huthie@yahoo.com 
Nursery Attendant 
Kristin Andrews 
 

Prayer Chain  
Betty Laubach 610-759-0225 
 

St. John’s Day Care 
Lisa Todd, Director 610-759-4999 
 lisat@rcn.com 
Sunday School Committee 
Lois Davis, Superintendent 610-504-1635 
 lo.huthie@yahoo.com 
Ushers Schedule 
Christina Brodt 610-419-4126  
 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
Lenna Harris ladylenrae@aol.com 

CONTACT US. . . 
 

200 S. Broad Street,  Nazareth, PA 18064-2801 
Church Office 610-759-3090 
Fax 610-759-3719 
E-Mail stjohnschurch@rcn.com 
Website  www.stjohnsnaz.org 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. David B. Schaeffer 
dschaeffer@rcn.com 610-759-1571 
 

Minister of Music:  Rev. Janice I. Butz 
jbutz@rcn.com 610-882-9388 
 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries: 
Jaime L. Taylor 610-759-3090
 jtaylor@stjohnsnaz.org 
 

Assist. Organist/Choir Director: 
Patrice A. Kidd 610-867-1330 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Linda Kasmakites stjohnschurch@rcn.com 
 

Parish Financial Secretary: 
Bonnie Mertz financialsec@rcn.com 
 

Sextons:  Gary Baltz, Tony Petrillo, Dean Brodt & 
Ray Wolfe, Jr.                                        sextons@rcn.com 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Building Trust Fund - Jeff Daniels (Special appt.) 
Day Care - Susan Kelly 
Evangelism - Sharon Werner 
Helping Hands - Ralph Deyo 
Love-A-Lot Nursery School - Wayne Vierzbicki 
Personnel - Jackie Wolf 
Property - Alan Butz, Joe Billy and 
                     Wayne Vierzbicki 
Social Ministry - Cathie Dara, Jackie Wolf 
Stewardship - Ralph Deyo & Scott Little 
Sunday School - Jaime Taylor 
Worship & Music - Chris Andrews & Jocelyn Starner 
YEO Endowment - Donald Himler (Special appt.) 
Youth Representative - Billy Garrison 
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        August 22, 2016 
 
 

 
Dear Members of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nazareth 
 
 It is almost a year to the day, August 25, 2015, to be exact, when Pastor David Misenheimer our Con-
sultant from Kairos And Associates of St. Paul, MN, was leading a meeting in our nave.  A good contingent of 
members assembled there as Pastor Misenheimer helped us to envision where Almighty God might be lead-
ing our congregation in 2020. 
 
 Yes, of course, parishioners raised concerns about our Church building and grounds.  What are we 
doing to preserve our priceless stained glass windows?  Enhancements were made to our Moeller Pipe Organ 
in 1978, how long can we put off the attention that grand instrument deserves?  The Carillon in our bell tow-
er plays, but the bell does not ring because of a complicated electrical problem. 
 
 Yet the top concern on every parishioner's mind that night was who will be leading St. John’s as Pas-
tor in 2020.  I certainly will not be the Pastor for at that time, I will be 71 years of age. 
 
 That August night a year ago there seemed to be a consensus forming among the folks in the nave.  
The Committee Leaders heading up St. John’s three year “Fearlessly Collaborating With God” Capital Cam-
paign realized that one of the most critical pieces parishioners were raising for the Campaign was to set aside 
money to bring on board NOW an ASSOCIATE PASTOR who would come to lead St. John’s, get to know 
the parishioners and help them carry on ‘Jesus’ MINISTRY in this place until a new Senior Pastor is identified, 
introduced to the Congregation and settled in. 
 
 Bishop Samuel Zeiser has identified and recommended to St. John’s Congregation a candidate to fill 
the Positon of Associate Pastor of St. John’s.  And upon my retirement, because the candidate has completed 
the course of study, to serve as St. John’s Interim Pastor while the search for a new Senior Pastor goes on. 
 
 Therefore, the Bishop’s designated candidate for Interim Pastor will preach a trial sermon here at the 
worship services on Saturday, September 17 and Sunday, September 18, 2016.  After the trail sermons mem-
bers of St. John’s will be given ballots to vote YES or NO. 
 
 This vote is very important.  After I am retired this candidate will preach, lead worship and the Con-
gregation, baptize newborns and bury the beloved dead until a new Senior Pastor is called and installed. 
 
 Be in worship September 17 or 18 your vote is crucial to the future of St. John’s Congregation. 
 
 On behalf of the Church Council and the “Fearlessly Collaborating With God” Capital Campaign, I 
am, 
 
        Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
        The Reverend David B. Schaeffer 
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SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
    

 
1 
 
 

2 3 
 
  5:30  PM  Worship w/HC 

 
 Sexton on Duty:  Ray               

4 
 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00 AM  Worship w/HC 
 
 
 
Sexton on Duty:  Ray 

5 
LABOR DAY  
OFFICE CLOSED 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
  9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 
   
 

 
 

7 
 

12:00 PM  Bible Studay 
  6:15 PM  First HC Class 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
  7:30 PM  Stewardship 
  
 
 

8 
   
  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 

9 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
 
  4:00 PM  Girl Scout #81078 
  5:30 PM  Philethia Choir Picnic 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10 
Blanket + Weekend 
Backpack Blessing 
  8:00 AM  WELCA Cluster  
               Breakfast 
10:00 AM  Philethia Choir 
  5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 
 Sexton on Duty:  Dean                
 11  Blanket + Weekend / Patriot’s Day 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Backpack Blessing 
 

  8:00 AM  Worship 
          (Fellowship – Colum. /W& M)  
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
                 RALLY DAY! 
10:45 AM  Worship 
           (Fellowship – Colum./W&M) 
  1:00 PM  Love-A-Lot Open House & 
            Parent Meeting   
     
 Sexton on Duty:  Dean 
 
               

12 
 
FIRST DAY FOR LOVE-
A-LOT 
  6:00 PM Girl Scout #8220 
  6:30 PM  Property 
  6:30 PM  Social Ministry 
  7:00 PM  Day Care Board 
   
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 
 4:00 PM  JAM Sessions 
 6:30 PM  Sunday School 
 7:00 PM  Naz. Women’s Club 
  
 
 
 

14 
 
12:00 PM  Bible Study 
  5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
  6:15 PM  First HC Class 
  6:15 PM  Sr. High Youth Grp. 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
 
 
 

15 
 
  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir   
 
 
 
 
 

16   
COUNCIL REPORT 
DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
Blanket + Weekend 
  5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sexton on Duty:  Tony 

18 
Blanket + Weekend 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 8:00 AM Worship w/HC 
 9:15 AM  Sunday School 
 9:15 AM   NM / BAP Classs 
10:45 AM  Worship w/HC 
 

Sexton on Duty:  Tony 

19 
 

 6:00 PM Girl Scout #8220 
  6:30 PM  Worship & Music 
 7:00 PM  Finance 
 8:00 PM  Endowment 

20 
 

  9:00 AM Ladies Aid 
  4:00 PM  JAM Sessions 
  7:00 PM  Helping Hands 

21 
 

12:00 PM  Bible Study 
  5:00 PM  Chalice Choir 
  6:15 PM  First HC Class 
  6:15 PM  Sr. High Youth Grp. 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
  7:30 PM  Church Council 

22 
 

  6:15 PM  Evangelism 
  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir   

23    
 
   4:00 PM  Girl Scout #81078 

24 
 

Food Bank Weekend 
  9:30 AM  Festival Choir  
                Retreat 
  5:30 PM  Worship w/HC 
 
 
 

Sexton on Duty:  Ray 

25 
 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Food Bank Weekend 
  8:00 AM  Worship  
         Sun. School Teacher Installation 
         Bible & Hymnal Distribution 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School  
  9:15 AM  Church Tour 
10:45 AM  Worship 
         Sun. School Teacher Installation 
         Bible & Hymnal Distribution 
Sexton on Duty:  Ray                

26 
 
  6:00 PM Girl Scout #8220 
  6:30 PM  WELCA Unit Bd 

27 
 
  9:00 AM  Ladies Aid 
  4:00 PM  JAM Sessions 

28 
 

12:00 PM  Bible Studay 
  5:00 PM  Chalice Choir  
  6:15 PM  Sr. High Youth Grp. 
  6:30 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  NA 
   
 

29 
 
  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir   

30 
 
    
 

 


